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Background: Montgolfier Brothers
And Pilâtre de Rozier - 1783



Background: Jacques Charles and
Les Frères Robert - 1783



Beginning of the War: Battles in 
Eastern France



The First Balloon Mail in Metz
But Was it Postal?



Parisian Balloon Mail
The First Balloon – The Neptune – Sept 23



Parisian 
Balloon Mail

The Famous 
Balloon: 

The Armand Barbès
Oct 7



Parisian Balloon Mail
Dual Balloons – The Washington and

The Louis Blanc – Oct 12
Or maybe not…



Parisian Balloon Mail
Gourmet Lunch in the Sky – The Gironde – Nov 8

Look out below…



Parisian Balloon Mail
Norway is a Long Way – The Ville d’Orléans – Nov 24

Parlez-vous Norwegian?…



Parisian Balloon Mail
The Ville d’Orléans

Trials and tribulations



Parisian Balloon Mail
Enemy Territory – The Ville de Paris – Dec 15

Old news…



Parisian Balloon Mail
All the News That Fits – The Tourville – Dec 27

Read all about it…



Pigeon Mail
Slow to start, but ultimately successful



Pigeon Mail
Letterpress transcription – Dispatch-reply cards



Pigeon Mail
René Dagron and Microfilm



Toy Balloon Mail
Alfred Roseleur
“Les Gravilliers”



Les Boules de Moulins
An innovative idea

…that didn’t work



Parisian Balloon Mail
A rare official form

Or is it?



Parisian Balloon Mail
An official form – NOT!



The Franco-Prussian War
The End

• THE END
• Armistice effective January 28, 1871, treaty signed in May
• 67 total balloons – 55 with mail – 47 successful

• Estimated 2.5 million letters
• Pigeons – about 100,000 unique messages



The Franco-Prussian War
The Ironies and the Agonies

• THE IRONIES
• Formation of the German Empire 

(formalized in Versailles)
• The Commune of 1871 (Civil War – no mail)

• THE AGONIES
• Steep reparations
• Loss of Alsace and Lorraine until 1918
• Resentment resurfaced and fueled World War I

• THE SILVER LININGS
• France recovered quickly
• La Belle Époque started in 1880
• Exposition Universelle of 1889 and the Eiffel Tower
• The Third Republic lasted until 1940
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