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In the last quarter of the 19th century all the great nations of the West
were seeking power in the East. France already possessed territory in Indo
China which in the north abutted the then British Burmese part of their Indian
Empire; the boundary south of that was the Siamese frontier, and the French,

determined to move into Siam and bring under their control all the land east
of the Mekong river.




Page 114 F&C PHILATELIST

FRANCE & COLONIES PHILATELIST
USPS #207700 B

Published quarterly by the
FRANCE AND COLONIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, INC. (N.Y.)

Affiliate No. 45, American Philatelic Society
October 1980 — Vol. 36, No. 4, Whole No. 182
Second-class postage paid at Lawrence, Kansas

Office of Publicaticn: 821 Vermont Street, Luwrence, Kansas 66044

Dues $5.00 per year, Parent Chapter $6.00 (plus BOc admission fee)
$4.50 of which is for a subscription to the F&C Philatelist

All communications about membership, subscriptions, activities, and services
of the Society be sent to the Corresponding Secretary, Walter E. Parshall
108 Spruce St., Bloomfield, N. J. 07003
All contributions to and questions concerning the contents and policy of this
magazine should be sent to the Editor:

Robert G. Stone, P. 0. Box 356, Blue Ridge Summit, Pa. 17214

Directors—Class of 1980:

President, Dr. Edward J. Grabowski Stan Luft, Edw. Grabowski
Vice President, Peter Blank Class of 1981:
Treasurer, Beatrice M. Berner Mare Martin, John Lievsay
Recording Secrettary, Don Shannon Class of 1982:
Corresponding Secretary, Walter E. Parshall Ira Zweifach, Eric Spiegel
Editor, Robert G. Stone Class of 1983:

Stanley Luft, Martin Stempien
Postmaster: Send form 3579 to 821 Vermont St., Lawrence, Kans, 66044



Whole No. 182 (Vol. 36, No. 4) Page 115

The spring of 1893 was marked by a number of frontier incidents and on
13th July, two French gunboats arrived at the mouth of the Menam River in-
tending to sail up to Bangkok. To this the Thais raised objection, but guided
by a small French merchantman, the “J. B. Say,” whose captain was familiar
with the local waters, the warships entered the river leading to the capital,
Bangkok. The Thais opened fire from their forts at Paknam and the French
warships returned the fire. Casualties occurred on both sides and the J. B.
Say was holed and sunk. The British called up warships from their base at
Singapore and three British gunboats, cleared for action, lay off the British
legation at Bangkok. The French gunboats anchored off the French legation
and it was rumored that reinforcements were on their way.

The British tried to mediate between the offended Thais and the injured
French, but an ultimatum was issued demanding the whole of the territory
on the left bank of the Mekong and indemnity for the loss of the “J. B. Say”
and the deaths and wounding of French subjects. On 20th July the king and
his court prepared to leave Bangkok, presumably in case of further action by
the French. On 25th, having still had no reply to their ultimatum, the French
moved their gunboats to the mouth of the river and proceeded to blockade
Bangkok. Two days later the Thais sent word that they accepted the ulti-
matum, but now fresh demands were made.

Three million franes indemnity which was demanded was paid in gold out
of the treasure in the Royal Palace. Thailand was required to withdraw to
a distance of 25 km from the west bank of the Mekong and evacuate the Cam-
bodian provinces of Battambong, Sisophon and Siem Reap in the north east
of the country. Until this had been done, France was to occupy the coast town
of Chantaburi and the forts at Paknam.

The occupying forces were allowed free postage home. Covers from the
French troops were inscribed “Troupes d’Occupation du Siam” (or sometimes
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Chantaboon.) Soldiers’ letters were countersigned in the lower left corner by
the Commanding Officer, certifying that the letter was from a serving soldier.
Army handstamps in various types were used reading: POSTE DE PAKNAM
or OCCUPATION DE CHANTABOON. The forces’ post office datestamp read
SAIGON COCHINCH CORPS EXPE. with the date in three lines in the center.

Two small steamers named the MEKONG and the DONAI carried the mail
between the troops and the main far eastern French base at Saigon. A small
circular datestamp CORPS EXPEDITIONAIRE TONKIN LIGNE N was used
on mail carried. These boats were installed solely to carry the troops’ mail
and supplies.

It has been stated that only officers were allowed to send letters from
the garrison at Paknam but a cover in my collection dated 8 Fevr 01 has a
clear strike of a crude (handcut?) Poste de Paknam handstamp and has every
appearance of being from a serving man. A cover has also been reported from
Siam bearing a Marine Francaise handstamp, having apparently been sent from
the gunboat “Vipére.”

Chantaburi was occupied from 1893 to 1904. The garrison at Paknam
was withdrawn in August 1904. The mailboat datestamp has been reported
as in use from 1894 to 1905. A French trading station was established at
Krat from 1904 to 1907 but no distinctive mail is known to have emanated
from this outpost.

With the ceding of the territories in the North East, the French occupa-
tion ceased. As a token gesture, the Northern Malay States, Kedah, Kelantan,
Perlis and Trengganu, over which the Thais had sozeraignity, were ceded to
Great Britain. These states and also the Northeastern provinces were restored
by the Japanese to Thailand during World War II.

(Peter Collins is the Editor of The Philatelist, published by R. Lowe, and
in a Siamese specialist. This article is a preliminary report on his original
studies on the subject, which he plans to publish in more detail elsewhere.——
Ed.)

SERENDIPITY! SERENDIPITY?*
By Martin F. Stempien, Jr.

Serendipity is a cover! A cover? Yes, a cover acquired for one reason
which turns out to be important for an entirely different one. Example: The
cover whose front and back are pictured below.

This is a very unassuming cover to anyone except a collector of French
trans-atlantic mail. Having such an interest, my attention was drawn to it,
in a dealer’s box at a recent bourse, by the circular stamp on the back showing
that the cover was carred by a ship of “Ligne H.” This was the designation,
letter of the line of French steamships traveling between Le Havre and New
York. The mark is, moreover, unusual for two reasons. 1) It is circular, not
octagonal, and 2) it is on the back of the cover, not the front. Most of the
covers carried by ships of this line are commonly seen to carry a red octag-
onal stamp on the front, indicating sailing date and ship number, enabling you
to identify the ship that carried the particular piece of mail.

This particular mark intrigued me, but not enough, as I let it stay in the
dealer’s box overnight, a risky thing to do, in order to check out the mark in
Salles’!. Because he indicated that the mark was relatively scarce, 1 pur-
chased the cover on the next day, and added it to my collection.

*Copyright by Martin F. Stempien, Jr., 1980.
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It is my habit, to write up each cover that I acquire, soon after purchase,
to give a written explanation of each mark on the cover and to indicate which
postal authority was responsible for it. This cover, however, posed a few
problems because many of the marks were stamped one over the other, and
many were only partial strikes. Not having the original enclosure, the actual
place of writing was also unknown. It took some time, however, to decide
that the letter was posted in Tarbes, and that the departure stamp was:
GARE DE TARBES (63) 16 SEPT 70

As far as can be made out, the three 20-centime laureated Napoleons
seem to be cancelled by a mute lozenge of dots. The rate of 60-centimes was
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correct for a 10 gram letter, paid to the port of embarkation, on its way to
the United States via French steamship, a rate in force from 1 Jan., 1870
through 30 June, 187i. The red boxed “P. P.” and N. Y. STEAMSHIP NOV.
15 date stamp were also correct for a cover to the United States posted after
the abrogation of the Franco-American Convention on 81 December, 1869. The
discrepancy between the dates of the two date stamps on the front was noted,
but posed no insurmountable problem at this point. And so, on to the back!

It was immediately evident that the message written on the back had
nothing to do with the postal movement of the letter and only fills up space.
As you can see, there are five postal marks, several on top of one another. In
such a case, you take them one at a time, copy them out, and then rearrange
them in order of dates. Here is the place where experience pays off. It helps
to recognize, from a partial strike, what marks are present, and what to add
to complete them. Doing all the work, we arrive at the following list:

Ambulant IRUN A BORDEAUX 16 SEPT 70
Ambulant BORD(EAUX A PARIS) 16 SEPT 70
Ambulant PARIS AU HAVRE D 1 NOV 70
LE HAVRE (74) le./1 NOV 70
LIGNE H PAQ Fr No.__ 5 NOV 70

Referring to the sailing lists in Salles, we find that the Ville de Paris
was H No. 3, and sailed from Le Havre on 4 November, 1870. The usual 10
day crossing would put it in New York on the 14/15 November, which cross-
checks with the New York arrival indicated on the front. All well and good.
Everything seems to check out. There is, however, one thing. The time
lapse between 16 September and 1 November. Where was the letter during
all this time?

My original idea was that the letter became involved with the mail de-
toured around Paris due to the Prussian Siege, and then it waited for a ship
to take it from Le Havre. However, the longest delay due to such a detour,
as reported by the Browns?, was two weeks; for a letter diverted on the first
day of the Siege, later letters took much less time. Moreover, there were three
earlier French Line sailings from Le Havre: 23 September (St-Laurent), 7
October (Pereire), and 22 October (Lafayette). Somehow, this letter was
held up for nearly six weeks!-— Where? Why?

Careful reading of the Browns’ article, alon~ with a chat with Franco-
Prussian War Expert Evnst Cohn finally led ‘o a :olution. Pictured in the
Browns’ article are two covers from Bordeaux to London: one dated 15 Sep-
tember, 1870, the other dated 17 September. The first traveled through
Paris directly to London, as usual. The second did not enter Paris at all, it
was diverted around it. Thus we have the date of the last mail from Bordeaux
to go through Paris, and the first not to get into Paris at all. My cover shows
a Bordeaux to Paris ambulant postmark dated the 16th of September, right
in between. I had wondered whether the letter had, in fact, got into Paris
and was held there. However, the Siege wasn’t lifted until the next year,
and my letter obviously wasn’t detained that long.

- A discussion of the matter with Ernst elicited the following suggestion:
the letter did get into Paris in one of the last deliveries to get through, but
was unable to get out. It sat in the Paris Post Office until such time as it
could be dealt with. When the large balloons were built, toward the end of
October, not only recent mail, actually inscribed “Ballon Monté,” but also
backed up mail held by the Paris Post Office from the beginning of the Siege,
was flown out. My letter could have been amongst this group. Moreover,
the Browns show a regular letter posted in Paris on 18 September which did
not get out of Paris until the end of October. It had to have been flown out
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of Paris in the manner described above. Because no Paris date stamps were
applied to these “held-up” letters just before they were flown out of Paris,
we cannot be sure of the balloon which carried them, and must rely on the
arrival stamps to place them. The November 1 arrival date led the Browns,
for their example, to suggest the “Colonel Charras,” however, Ernst Cohn sug-
gests the “Garibaldi” or ‘“Vauban” as equally possible.

It is obvious from a comparison of this cover with the date sequence on
mine, that it was treated in a similar fashion. It did get into Paris among
the last mails to reach the city on the 16th September, sat in the Post Office
with other mail until late October, and was flown out by one of the three
above-mentioned balloons. It had long been supposed that such mail existed,
but no example had ever been brought forward to substantiate this handling
of mail. My cover turns out to be the first example.

Thus we can see how luck (serendipity) and a little bit of research to-
gether can turn a very unassuming cover into a very interesting and valuable
piece of postal history.

References
(1) Salles, Raymond, La Poste Maritime Francaise, Tome IV
(2) Brown, Ruth and Gardner, Detoured Mail During the Franco-Prussian
War, The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 54(6) 356 (1975).

A GARIBALDI LEGION FREE FRANK

Perhaps some specialist in international relations and in the rules of the
conduct of war (vintage 1870) can tell us precisely what status Garibaldi and
his volunteers had both from the point of view of the French and that of the
Germans. In any case, it seems that the Special Committee for the Garibaldi
Legion had free franking privileges in the 1870 war, as proven by this cover,
mailed at Marseille late on 8 November 1870 to the mayor of Mazan. Pre-
sumably by virtue of the blue stamp of the Legione Garibaldina, the blue
stamp of the committee’s president, and his signature, the cover received a
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red P.P. It also received a train postmark the same day and a Carpentras
transit mark the next.

The contents, dated as of 7 November, are no less interesting. It is a
form letter to the citizen mayor, offering him 200 lottery tickets for the ben-
efit of the legionnaires, to be distributed to the tobacconists and coffee houses
for sale. Only, the number in the heading and the spelled out wording in the
text were changed from 200 to 300, whether only for selected towns or—he-
cause of a bigger printing—for all towns is not known. Also, not a single
ticket remains with the cover, so it is not known at what price they were sold
and what prizes, if any, were advertised.

Free franks and postmarks of the Army of the Rhine and the Army of
Paris are fairly common. In contrast, markings of guerilla units, of which
the Legion was probably one, are harder to find. Hence this cover may be
of some interest to readers. —Ernst M. Cohn
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THE MADAGASCAR NUMERAL POSTMARKS
By Robert G. Stone

The editor of Feuiles Marcophiles, Lucien Bridelance, in No. 215, p. 37,
asked for information about these postmarks. We too have had numerous in-
quiries on them. In the following we will try to summarize the rather little
that has been published on them, along with an analysis of the observations
kindly sent us by several collectors, and some speculations on the reason for
them. Their existence is noted in the famous book of Langlois et Bourselet
(“Les Oblitérations des Bureaux de Poste des Colonies Francaises,” Amiens,
1927), and in the Maury et al “Catalogue des Estampilles,” (Amiens, 1929),
some of the numbers are reported as ‘“seen.” Many collectors have noticed
them since they are rather frequent oii Madagascar stamps off cover; but on
entires they are very scarce for which reason knowledge of the places where
used is very incomplete (and the origin is not always indicated on the covers
or cards).

Devoitine (with aid of Langlois) published a list of the numbers with cor-
responding names of places of use for about 2/3rds of them, in L’Echo for
July 1922, without citing any source for this data. We reprinted his list with
comments in the France and Colonies Philatelist for October 1973. More re-
cently, C. W. E. Coles, the eminent British specialist on Madagascar, published
in Postseript #183, 1978, observations on these marks from a limited number
of covers which he and several colleagues (Spong and Fryer) had in their
collections. They have some numbers used at different places than given in
Devoitine’s list. Henri Tristant has kindly given me his records which add
many dates and several origins. I have a few records from several corres-
pondents and a few from my own collection.

There are numbers up to 99 recorded so far, and indications are that no
higher numbers exist. They occur in two Types of postmark inscription,
which following Maury and Coles we designate as: Type 1 having numeral at
bottom and “Madagascar” at top, and Type 2 having numeral at top and
“Madagascar” at bottom (otherwise the style and size of the marks is the
same for all). Ink color is blue or black, equally frequent.

It is not known yet if the same place may have generally used both types
of the same number (or even with different numbers), but from the Tabulation
below one can see it occurred in a few cases at least. On the other hand the
records we have show some numbers were used at more than one place (not at
the same time), and at least one place had two different numbers but at dif-
ferent times. Most Type 1s are for the lower numbers and the higher numbers
above 50 are reported only in Type 2. Where both Type 1 and 2 are recorded
of a given number, it seems the earliest dates for Type 2 ave genczrally later
by several years than those for Type 1. Perhaps all the Type 1 marks up to
No. 50 were made up about 1899 and about 1902 all the Type 2 dies up to No.
99 were made—then both Types were doled out over the years as needed with-
out regard to Type.

It has been presumed that these marks were of a “provisional” nature,
issued to newly-opened offices which were later to obtain regular postmarks
with their proper place name inscribed. Then when a number was no longer
required at a place it would be returned to “stock” and as suggested in Maury
might be reassigned to another office later on. From Coles’ reports it appears
that reassignment was done in several cases; and where the records indicate
a period of use for Type 2 many years apart from that for Type 1 of a given
number, one may suspect there was a reassignment though there are not many
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numbers to which this might apply. Conceivably a few numbers may never
have been assigned.

Tristant reports 46 examples of Type 1 and 104 of Type 2, 73 of his 149
total are not reported by others. He adds one new place of origin. He sug-
gests that since at Tananarive (which is not on Devoitine’s list) the main P.O.
long had a regular postmark, the two numbers reported from it were probably
for sub-stations such as Place J. Laborde, Place Colbert, Fiandana, ete. (—the
earliest #2 reported is about the date when Place Laborde opened). He also
has a mark with an “x” in place of the No., in Type 2, dated 2/11/1900!

When one examines the list of Devoitine, it will be noted that the low
numbers, presumably the first to be assigned (apparently true, from the tabula-
tion) seem to be largely in alphabetical order of the place name (up to ca.
#27), as if they were all assigned at about the same time. But the rest of
the numbers were apparently assigned later on randomly in the sequence in

which offices happened to be opened. However, nos. 53-63 are again in alpha-
betical order.

The final tally from our Table shows that 15 numbers have not been re-
ported yet in either Type on stamps or covers by any of our sources, being
mostly between #s 50 and 96, eight of which were not named on Devoitine’s
list; 19 out of #s 1-50 of Type 1 and 20 of all Type 2s have not been reported.
They are mostly small remote places that probably originated little mail or used
the numeral mark only very briefly.

When we compare Devoitine’s list of postoffices with numbers (as of ca.
1922) with Langlois et Bourselet’s list of all postoffices as of ea. 1925 and with
Brunel’s list of all postoffices as of ca. 1932, some rather confusing facts
emerge. Out of the total of 99 numbers Devoitine gives place names for only
64. Of these 64, thirty are for places which Langlois et Bourselet report
regular postmarks with name inscribed, and 34 are for places for which L. &
B. indicate a postoffice existed but no postmark had been seen by them (or
their collaborators). Did these 30 or 64 places give up their numeral marks
by 19257 If so, at least 6 of their numbers were later reassigned (see Table).
There are also 3 places on Devoitine’s list that are not in L. & B.; they must
have been closed before 1925 or were not opened until after 1925—however,
two of these are listed by Brunel and hence were probably opened after 1925.
Seven of the covers described by Coles are for numbers for which Devoitine
does not list a place; and Coles gives different origins for seven of the num-
bers than the places in Devoitine for those numbers. Ninetecen of the places
listed by Devoitine are not on Brunel’s list; those of the 19 which had low
numbers were probably closed or the numbers were reassigned before 1932,
and those with high numbers probably opened after 1932. Finally, there are
32 numbers which neither Devoitine nor Coles nor Stone nor Tristant identify
with a place; quite possibly some or all of these were used at places which are
on L. & B. or Brunel’s lists, but we have no way of knowing until covers or
official documents on them are discovered. Brunel’s list (L’Echo, Oct. 1935)
being shorter than L. & B.s may be incomplete, else we have to assume that a
number of offices on L. & B.s list were closed by 1932 (which is very conceiv-
able).

Brunel indicates the type of postoffice in most cases; 14 of the places on
Devoitine’s list were “Agences Postales” (operated by merchants), 27 were
postoffices providing parcels-post service (on auto highways). None of the
many offices located in railroad states (“gares’”) on Brunel’s list are on De-
voitine, but two of Coles’ places were “Gares.” All the non-Devoitine places
listed by Coles, Stone, or Tristant, had parcels-post service, and one was a
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gare, Agence, and with parcels service. Thus the type of office or service does
not seem to indicate that the numeral places were of special character except
that a few were at gares. (The railroads total 540 miles, built between 1901
and 1936.)

Were the numbers only for small places? But, most of the places (L.&B.)
without numbers are also small. So we wonder what the criteria were for
assigning numbers. Coles and Maury note that most of the early covers were
from military personnel or camps. The notion that the numeral postmarks
were “provisional” or temporary in nature is belied by the fact that some
places used them for many years (10-40). Nevertheless the fact that some
numbers were reassigned and almost half of the places listed with numerals
had received regular postmarks with their names by the mid-1920s, does imply
that the numerals in many cases served as precurser, temporary, or provisional
marks—even if they were not originally issued with that intent. In light of
the available facts it seems to us the reason for assigning numeral marks was
that the administration felt the immediate need for many new postoffices while
the initial organization and exploitation of the country was still going on, and
could not foresee just which of these offices would later prove to be unneces-
sary.

It would be of interest if collectors who have additional covers and stamps
off cover with these postmarks were to communicate the data to the author
for use in an addendum, giving type, date and any indication of place or origin
and additional datestamps or ms notations (on covers).

Tristant and Bridelance believe that further data on the offices in the lists,
especially those for which no reports of their numbers have yet been found,
might be obtained from a study of the Journal Officiel de Madagasecar or in
administrative records (if still retained) in the archives at Paris or Tanana-
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Fig. 2. A picture postcard to France 1901 with stamps cancelled by numeral
postmark of no. 20, in blue. The message on picture side is docketed Tanana-
rive, 28 Aug. 1901, same date as the postmark; is familial correspondence.
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rive. The Annuaires (or Almanachs) for Madagascar and Didot-Bottin com-
mercial guides and colony histories may also be useful for indicating when
some offices were opened. (See my Bibliography or philatelic literature on
Madagascar, to appear in Phil. Lit. Rev. probably early 1981.)

In passing, Coles calls attention to several other types of “provisional”
postmarks of Madagascar, ones with the letters “NT” (1902), “TS” (in Maury),
and “RI” instead of numbers (in style of Type 2). The “RI” appears to be
from Camp D’Ambre, 1901-02, the probably precurser of #20 in Type 2 in
1904-07 and #78 in 1908-09. A mark in which a solid band fills the space be-
tween the circles is recorded by Coles from Manajary 1898-99.

Several other colonies have used numeral designations in lieu of place
name: Moyen Congo (A.E.F.) had #s 1, 2, 3, and 4, ca. 1913; and Tchad used
#s 2 and 3 in the 1930s. They are all very scarce and place of use is not
reported.

The following Table contains the information we have on each number
from 1 to 99. The first column is the number, the second column indicates
the place name given for the number by Devoitine or a dash if Devoitine gave
no name (he did not indicate the postmark Type); the third column records
for Type 1 and the last column for Type 2 any different names (than De-
oitine’s) given by Coles or Tristant, or a dash if no name has been recorded
(from covers). Following the name or dash in the Type 1 and Type 2 columns,
we give the dates recorded for that number; the dates in parentheses are those
of covers, otherwise the dates are from stamps off cover. The dates from the
earlier years, which are of special interest, up to 1904 are given with day and
month as well as year, the 1939 uses likewise, but the rest of the dates are
cited only by the year, or a range of years when the closeness of the reports
suggest a more or less continuing use in that period.

The place names in all the columns are prefixed by code marks to indicate
the status in L. & B. and Brunel’s lists, as follows:—

*—nplace not listed by Brunel

-+ =listed by L. & B. but no postmark recorded by them

o=listed by L. & B. with postmark recorded (name inscribed)
(The 3 places listed by Devoitine but not in L. & B. are #s 33, 49, and 71;
Coles’ names for #s 6 and 30 are not in L. & B. nor Brunel.)

P.O0. Devotine’s List: Type 1 Type 2

No. Type not Recorded Recorded Recorded

1 e oManjak (andriano ?), —
(27-4-99); —— 17-4-99,
9 Aug. ’01

2 — oTananarive, (15-1-04) —— 14-8-02, 25-4-04,
(30-8-06), (16-12-06) (30-12-03) (3-3-06)
(16-1-07); 1904-07 (15-9-06)

3 oAmbohidratrimo +Vohilava, (30-12-27); —— 1911-1917

1917-28

4 22-2-99—22-6-1901 — 19117

5  oAndilamena oAndilamena, 1919 — 1919

6 +Antsalova *Bembary, Valinyilaina, —— 19107
(21-8-1928) ; —— 1924-
33 ‘

7 o*Ambohimasina —— 5-9-1900—22-2- — 1910, 1925-29
1902

8 —_— — 1917 e

9 —_— —— 13-1-1901—1925 —— 9-21-1903, (1905)
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10  +Andranopasy

11 *Faratsilio
(Faratsiho ?)

12 _—

13 S

14 — ;

15 ’

16 --Antsakabary

17  oAntonibé

18 —_—

19 +*Fampotabé

20 “-+Andranokoditra

21 +Antsenavalo

+Betioky (-Sud?)
+Befandriano-Sud

+Befandriano-Nord

oBerevo
+*Benjavilo
- *Beroroka

oLoholoka
29 +*Fanjakana
oBefotaka

oFort-Carnot

+*Fen(s)arivo
(Fenerivé?)
Ampihary(-Est?)
(Amparihy ?)
+Ifandana
o*Ambinanindrano

34
35

36 -+*Ilot Indien
37 +Kandreho
38 oKarianga
39  oMitsinjo
40 +Ampasamadinika
(+Ampasimadinika 7)
41

Ambat'(-)laniligf " (24-5-
1901); 1905
—— 25-5-1901

— 1927-32

— 1907 |

—— 20-6-1903
oAnivorano (27-5-02)
(29-8-02) (15-5-03)
8-12-03, (16-5-04) (31-
8-04); —— 13-9-02—
1906
oAmbohimahasoa (Bet-
sileo Distr.) (25-7-04)
(11-7-06); 1902-25

—— 20-8-31901- 1902,
(13-2-02);
oTanananarive (28-8-1901)

—— 20-8-1901-1902;

(13-2-02)

1911
oAnosibé Distr. (22-12-
1900-1901); 1905-
1926
1905-07;
oMiandrivazo (2-10-05)
10-8-1939

12-12-1904
“Betsiboka (27-3-02);
—11-2-017, 4-11-1939
—— 13-5-01, (23-6-02),
(24-6-03); 1905°?
— 19027

~—-1908 7-1911

1912

IR
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20-10-04, 1905,
1915, 1926, 1932
oManjakandriana
1906,

1910, 1923-33

— 1909-12

1924-28

Camp D’Ambre 20-i1-
02,(20-12-02) (4-12-
02) (19-12-02) (20-7-
03) 4-1-04, 25-4-04,
(1906) ; —— 1904-1907
— 5-21-03—1911

19057

19107

1908, 1935
1906

1923

1927-28

1913

1907, 1917; 16-11-

LT

1938
1911

1910

1913
1904-10;
(23-11-04)

I

(2-6-006)

1909

[T ]

— 1911-12



Page 126

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

51
52
53
54
5b
56
57
58
59
60

61
62

63
64
65

66
67

69
70
1

73
74
75
76

78

oAmbatofinandrahana
oMaromandia
+Tamboharano
+Manatenina
oManja
+Mahatsinjo
Ampirarazana
+*Antsahabo
(+Antsahabé?)

+Rantabé
+Soavinandriana
+Sitampiky
*Tsinjoarivo ‘
+Tsiroanomandidy
oTsaratanav(n?)a
+Tsiafaky
(Tsiofahy ?)

oVondrozo

oNossi-Varika
*Issanala
(*Isoanala?)
+Mandabé
oAmbatomainty
(oAmbato?)
(oAmbataminity ?)
+*Manambaro
+ Ambovombé
Iakora

o*Ivondro
*{+ Mantasoa
*+Faux-Cap

+Betsiaka

oRamartina

——

o*Ampasimazava

oManombo (-Sud ?)

+Marolambo
+*Saivaza

oRanomafana

EEEETEEE TEETTT

28-1-1903

5-9-1905
reported in Maury

NERRRRRRRY

ARRRRRRY
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1908

1906

1906

1907

19057

1907-1911

— 1809

—— reported in Maury

—— 1903, 1909-11
Vondrazo (9-10-07)
(3-12-07)

1911-1913
1906

1907-14; (5-12-14)
1909

reported in Maury
1907-1913

19107

—— reported in Maury
oCamp D’Ambre (17-2-
09) (20-5-09) (18-12-
08); —— 1907-09

|

1908, 1929
1914

1918-16
1908-1910
1910

A

1909



Whole No. 182 (Vol. 36, No. 4) Page 127

89 _ — 1908

90 oSoanierana —_ — 19037

91 —_— — 1907-1911

92 —_— _— —_—

93 _— —_— —_—

94 —_— —_— — 19107

95 — B — — 1907

96 e —_— —— reported in Maury
97 — _ — 1907

98 —_ —_— — 1907

99 _— —— oTananarive (15-1-08;

Type 1 Type 2

Fig. 1. The two Types of numeral postmark. Note that in Type 2 there are
short dashes at each side of the numeral but not in Type 1.

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
1. Title of publication: France and Colonies Philatelist. Publication No. 207700
Date of Filing: Sept. 29, 1980
3. Frequency of issue: Quarterly
8A. Annual Subscription Price: $4.50
4. Location of known office of publicatinn: 821 Vermont St., Lawrence, Ks. 66044
5. Location of the headquarters or general business offices of the publishers:
102 Spruce St., Bloomfield, N. J. 07003
6. Names and adresses of publisher, editor, and managing editor:
Publisher: France & Colonies Philatelic Society, Inc. (N. Y.)
Editor: Robert G. Stone, P. O. Box 336, Blue Ridge Summit, Pa. 17214
Managing Editor: None
7. Owner: France and Colonies Philatelic Soclety, Inc.
103 Spruce St., Bloomfield, N. J. 07008
8. Known bondholders, mortgagees, etc—None

Average no. coples Actual no. copies

each issue during single issue pub.

10. Extent and nature of circulation preceding 12 months nearest filing date
A, Total no. copies printed 730 750

B. Paid circulation

1. Sales thru dealers, carriers, vendors, counter 0 0
2. Mail subscriptions 653 674
C. Total paid circulation 653 674
D. Free distribution, samples, complimentary, etc. 16 16
E. Total distribution 669 690
F. Coples not distributed, office use, etc. 61 60
Returns from news agents \ (1} 0
G. Total 780 760

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete.
Walter E. Parshgll, Correspending Secretary
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

A

4 On 1 August on account of tarif changes two new colors of Sabines were
issued: 1.20F green for non-urgent mail first weight-step and 1.40F red for
letters (‘“‘fast mail”) first weight-step. As before, sheets are of 100, and with
phosphor bars. The 1.20 will be issued in booklets of 20 and the 1.40 in book-
lets of 5, 10, and 20. Both values will be available in coils of 1000. Postal
cards of 1.20, aerogrammes of 2.35, and the coils and booklets were to become
available on 13 Oct., all in Tropical gum, supplied to P.O.s as needed.
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¢ August 30 was the FD for the 2.50F First ParisNY- Flight Non-Stop. On
8 Sept. the Jean-Marie de Mennais and Fréderic Mistral stamps were issued.
On 20 Sept. the 3.00F Jean Picart de Doux “Homage a J. S. Bach” and Abbaye
St. Pierre de Salesmes came out; 4 Oct. the 4.00F work of Agam “Message de
Paix,” 11 Oct. the 1.40 + 0.30 Pierre Paul de Riquet, and 1.40 + 0.30 Saint
John Perse, 18 Oct. 1.40 Féd. Francaise de Golf (outside the regular program),
and 2.00F Comédie Francaise, and 25 Oct. the 4.00F work of Modigliani
“Femme aux yeux bleues.”

€ On 8 Nov. the 1.40 Charles de Gaulle and 3.00 Oevre de LeNain “La Famille
de Paysans,” on 22 Nov. the 1.70 Garde Republique, will come out. A stamp
showing the Chateau de Rambouillet will be issued in the latter part of 1980.

€ The UNESCO official stamps will appear on 17 Nov.: 1.20 Gorée Mission
des Esclaves, 1.40 Site de Moenjodoro (Pakistan), and 2.00 Palais de San Souci
(Haiti): the 1.40 and 2.00 official stamps for Conseil de I’Europe in present
design will appear on 24 Nov.

€ The 2.50F stamp commemorating Rochambeau’s arrival at Newport (R.L.)
in 1780, was incorrectly titled in the original drawing or model for the issue—
it read “Bataille de Newport 1780.” There was no battle, just the debarking
of French troops to join General Washington later at Yorktown. The error
was corrected in the final engraving.

€ Member Jean-Francois Brun’s excellent new book on “Faux et Truquées”
(see review in FCP July pp. 98-99) was awarded a Grand Prix by the French
Federation of Philatelic Societies at its recent annual convention in Dunquer-
que.

€ Bill Waugh, Dick Winter, and Jim Cross are organizing an informal France
and Colonies Night at the NORVA philatelic meeting at 8 p.m. on 20 October
at the Falls Church (Va.) City Community Center in Falls Church, Va. FCPS
members and others in the Washington area interested in France and Colonies
are being invited. If this proves successful it is planned to have 3 or 4 such
meetings a year. For information call Bill Waugh 703-356-7944.

¢ We regret omitting in July FCP that Member Allan F. Wichelman won a
Gold and the Marcus White Memorial Award at FRESPEX last March for his
Luxembourg Postal Stationery exhibit.

@ The Director of a French periodical called Le Courrier Philatélique has
sent us several sample copies of it. It purports to be an “independent” weekly
philatelic news magazine and free from the ads and plugs of the commercial
philatelic world and the PTT. It claims 300,000 readers and is now in its 5th
year. However, we do not find that the contents of news and new issues are
different or better than in the other French philatelic journals. The main
novelty—it is printed on one side of the paper only! Published by B. A. G,,
F'91460-Marcoussis.

€ Out of 18,000 postoffices in France, some 6,000 of them would normally
have been closed by now on account of a low utilization of postal services.
But the Government has instituted a policy called “pclyvalence,” by which
many of these under utilized offices are now being given a number of addi-
tional functions of non-postal nature to justify keeping them open. These
other services include such things as: “Offres de PANPE” (2,700 POs, which
placed 5700 offers in 1979), sale of fiscal objects and operations for the *‘con-
tributions indirectes” (14 offices, which sold 4500 fiscal stamps and 2900
documents in 1979), “Cartes Grises” (151 offices issued 1300 dossiers in 1979),
“Fiches Etat Civil” (7 offices, issued 130 fiches in ’79), Operations for the
Conseil National Interprofessionel for potatoes (66 offices, issued 1600 quit-
tances in ’79), “Prets de Livres” for bookmobile service (6 offices handled
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7000 books in ’79), Social Security (32 offices handled 1200 dossiers), Con-
struction permits (13 offices issued 10 documents in ’79).
¢ The Scott’s 1981 Catalog Vol. II contains 5,163 changes in listings of
France and Offices (and Colonies?). 1000 price changes in French Polynesia
alone! Also the following changes in numbers for France:—

France 1639A now is 1640

1640-50 1641-51
16561 Cbh1
1698 1703
1699 1698

And in numbers for T.A.AF.: C49-54 changed to Cb0-5b.

€ On 1 January 1981 the postal tarifs for mail from TAAF will be changed,
as follows: From TAAF to France—covers 1.30FrF, postcards 1.20FrF. From
TAAF to foreign countries:—covers 1.80FF, post cards 1.30F, and registry
fee 7.30FF.

@ In the annual contest of Il Collezionista for the most beautiful stamp of
the world for 1979, Forget's “Année Internationale de I’Enfant” 150Fr stamp
of French Polynesia won the most votes of the readers.

¢ The Hotel Drouot in Paris where auctions of all sorts have been held since
1865 was torn down and a new larger one built which opened on 14 May—
many stamp auctions are held there (ventes aux enchéres, not ventes sur
offres).

® The 3Fr Diirer stamp has a PhilexFrance 82 logo in the margins of the
sheet where guillochis normally appear. Only ten stamps of the pane of 25
can have a logo se-tenant.

€. G. de la Ferté, the maximum-card specialist, reminds us that a true maxi-
mum card does not necessarily have to have a FD postmark, and by no means
all FD posteards (souvenirs) are maximum cards—the scene on the card must
be the same as on the stamp and postmark for the place illustrated.

€ A new type of postmark for telegcrammes has appeared, inscribed “C.P.E.”,
for “Centre Principal d’Expédition”—previously many marks for telegrams
simply read “Central” or “Centre Téléphone,” or “Interurbain.”

€ We are still being queried about which French stamps have been demon-
etized: they are, the Red Cross of 1914-18, Orphélins de Guerre of 1917-22
and 1926, Jeux Olympiques 1924, Ronsard, Arts Decoratifs, Caisse Autonome
d’Amortissement, all Petains, Légion des Voluntaires Contre le Bolschévisme,
Villes Bombardées, Famille du Prisionniers, 5Fr Marianne de Gandon (sold at
4.50), and all surcharges of 1944.

@ The Condominium of New Hebrides is no more. After much political in-
fighting, the long-planned change to independence was finally effected on 30
July (delayed from last spring)—the new name is Vanuatu. Even under the
Condominium the relation to French philately was rather tenuous but the
issues were always listed in the French catalogs under French Colonies. It
is a question now what status and interest, if any, the issues of the new state
will have with collectors of the French community. The new government is
dominated by the anglophone element and the future stamps will probably (as
were the Condominium’s) be printed by British firms with a British look (may-
be even only with English legends). The French residents and officials have
already mostly left the country, as they lost much of their influence in the
new set-up. One island, Espiritu Santo, rebelled against the new government,
instigated by French and American planters and an ambitious local politician
with a following among the Francophone element. In August the government
brought in troops from Papua/New Guinea and arrested the rebels. The last
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stamps of the Condominium were retired 30 Oct.; new stamps for Vannatu
had appeared by September. T
¢ Ernst Cohn relays to us a bit of gallic wit he found in reading the journal
Figaro for 22 Feb. 1871, wherein in an article by F. Maillard titled “Histoire
des nouveax journaux publisés & Paris pendant le siége de cette ville”1870-71,”
there is an entry for: “La Vérité, a political daily journal. No. 1 dated 6 Oct.
1871, Editor-in-chief A. Edouard Portalis,” and the comment: “This journal
was probably only named thus to force the Picard Brothers to declare that
L’Electeur Libre has nothing in common with the Vérité.” It should be noted
that the Picards owned the Electeur Libre and that the Vérité crew were most-
ly ex-Electeur Libre employees!

¢ The “Message de Paix” painting stamp of Yaacov Agam represents what
is called “art cinétique” (kinetic art), a movement pioneered by Agam. His
intent is to integrate the 4th dimension into painting and sculpture—that is
the time dimension (as in movies). He wants to express the mobility of life.
The painting “Message de Paix,” specially done for the stamp, is an image of
the world in which multiple rainbows express the artist’s hope that art will
carry the message to all horizons—the rainbow was the symbol of the Lord’s
accord with Noah that the world would not be totally destroyed. Agam thinks
the world is in a situation analagous to that of Noah’s time and could be
destroyed by the arms race.

€ Our long-time member John (“Jack”) P. Ramsey died last July of cardiac
arrest, in South Carolina where he had retired a few years ago. He formerly
resided in Connecticut and frequently attended Society meetings. He was an
official of the new Haven Railroad—through his good offices our Catalog Cor-
relator was compiled on the NHRR computer. He was a postal history buff
and collected especially marques postales of France of the stampless era.

€ Our ever-eager Raymond Gaillaguet won his Gold award for his Sowers
exhibit at BALPEX. So now he heads it for Paris '82 to which he will be the
U. S. Commissioner. At the Boston show in August he won the Best in Show
award for his exhibit. At BALPEX we had a small FCPS get-together for
champagne brunch to celebrate his anticipated award; Bill Waugh, Dick Win-
ter, Walter Parshall, Bob Stone and Denise Gaillaguet were the celebretants
(and celebrities, of course). Paul Dinger was at the show and Martin Stem-
pien had the Metro Stamp Co. booth.

@ The press has carried accounts of the theft on August 13 from our Hon.
Member Edmond Queyroy’s office on 42nd St.,, NYC, of his 70 stock books of
French Colonies. This is, if we recall rightly, the third time over the years
that he has suffered theft of stock. The thieves broke into the adjoining
office and then cut through a wall to Queyroys. The Colonies books were
aparently not in a safe. Queyroy’s stock of colonies was probably the largest
still held, in US at least, but was mainly in the commoner varieties.

€ Our deceased members Geo. T. Turner and Daniel W. V(mvs have been ele-
vated to the A.P.S. Hall of Fame.

¥ The A.P.S. has appointed Col. Keith Wagner of Ft. Leavenworth, Kans., to
succeed J. T. DeVoss as Executive Director of A.P.S. starting next July He is
an airmail specialist but also collects France.

CORRECTION TO LIBREVILLE/GABON POSTMARK ARTICLE

In July FCP on p. 85 of the article by P. Raynaud, under Sect. 8, 2nd
Paragraph, 4th line, the “8” should be changed to “9.”
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FOR THE RECORD

O 0N W
(Continued from FCP #180, p. 65)

4 374) Havana to New Orleans, Annexe “M” Ligne B. At p. 196, Vol. 1V,
Salles reports from the archives the existence of this supplemental service Nov.
1866-Aug. 1869. The two ships assigned to this service, the Guyane and Dar-
ien, were scheduled in phase with the mainline B (St. Nazaire-Vera Cruz) so
that letters received on the incoming leg from France could be delivered and
answered at New Orleans in time to catch the same ship on the return voyage
home. Salles (Tome IV, p. 196) said that unhappily no postal evidence of this
service had been seen (as of 1965).

One of our members has found the evidence, shown here, a Jan. 1867 let-
ter to New Orleans. “Per Guyane” is inscribed under the strip of four 5 cen-
times, and the total franking (40c+4x5¢) is the correct 60-centimes rate. Oc-
tagonal cachet “La Havane” (Salles #1365b) reads 25 JANV, stamps are can-
celled ‘“anchor,” and tied (accidently) by proper postmark of New Orleans
receipt 30 Jan.and “Steamship/10” for U.S. due charge (a scarce mairk). (We
have touched up some of the marks to make them clearer..—R.G.S.)

It is our understanding that this rare maritime cover had been held by A
collector of Cuba, for its Havana dispatch marking, which suggests that others
may exist in collections of either Cuba or U.S.—J.E.L.

(Ed. comment: The “La Havane” postmark is of the French consulate
there. There is no mark of the packet to New Orleans, as that packet did not
have any mark so soon after the line started, and not even a mail clerk on
board but just an arrangement for the captain to handle the closed mail-bags.
That raises the question as to who cancelled the stamps on this cover with the
“anchor” lozenge—the consul or the packet? Normally only the French-packet
mail-clerks used the anchor. The packets of Ligne B were scheduled to call at
Havana on the 6th and 16th of each month and the packets for Neéw Orleans
were to leave on the 6th and return on 16th, to make connections with Ligne B.
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But this letter left the Havana Consulate on the 26th. The Darien was not
yet on station as it did not leave St. Nazaire until 22 Jan. 1867. There was
thus a delay in the schedule of the Guyane in January. A reason could lie in
the fact that owing to the cholera epidemic at St. Thomas the Ligne B packets
were being detoured via Martinique from Dec. 1866 thru April 1867. If a
Ligne B packet was in harbor at Havana on the 26th or 27th Jan. the Consul
may have arranged with its packet clerk to use his anchor mark on the N.O.
mail before it was bagged for the Guyane.—R.G.S.)

€ 375) Bert Mendelsohn wonders about a recent acquisilion: referring to
the values of the 1931 Indochina set that were prepared for use in 1942 with-
out the “RF” (for Indochina, Yv. #s 232-235), he found a variety of the 10c
blue on rose surcharged for Kouang-Tcheou without “RF” which is listed by
Maury as #148a, imperf. without surcharge; but Bert’s copy is perfed 13%x14
(—the normal stamp of Maury or Yv. -+148 is perfed 13%x13). Is it genuine
or fake?

¢ 376) FtR #360 about the early post cards requires revision and amplifi-
cation. The Siege of Strasbourg Red-Cross card was mailed as a card, not
under cover—it was printed on orders of Maitre Ritling who was Vice-Pres.
of the Comité Auxiliaire, and hence it had no relation to the French P.O. It
will not be found with a Strasbourg postmark but other postmarks do occur
on it. (See Bull. Soc. des Amis du Musée Postal #14 p. 23-25). The Paris
cards for unmanned balloons also did not go under cover. These were author-
ized by the ballcon decrees but were not issued by the P.O. They were pro-
duced by private initiative and hence occur in many variations of card stock
and imprints. These cards are found with both stamps and postmarks. The
status of the Strasbourg and balloon cards is thus officially sanctioned but not
officially issued.

As for the Dépéche-Réponse cards the use was complex. They were al-
ways enclosed in balloon letters. But if the recipient decided to use the card
for reply he was required to buy and affix a 1Fr stamp on the back before
it was mailed without cover. They were to be sent to the Tours or Bordeaux
P.0. where the text was set in type for pigeongrammes and the cards then
destroyed. When the pigeongramme texts were copied off in Paris they used
the same kind of cards but posted them in envelopes, for Paris addresses only,
without stamps or postmarks. (Courtesy Ernst Cohn.)

@ 277) Member Robert McNichols queried us about the provenance of a
peculiar label he had found. It is about 27x38 mm, perfed all around; the
printed image in black on white consists of a narrow stylized border inside
which are the words—*“Le Courrier Provisoire/C.P./20 centimes 20,” with a
handstamped date struck diagonally across: “19.10.1914.” It appears to be a
provisional military parcels-post stamp, but we have not found anything like
it in the literature. Can anyone identify it?

¢ 378) Bertram Mendelsohn reports some new finds <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>