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* * * 
MEl.lB ERS HI P. We take pl eas u re in y: e 1 coming the fo 110 \'Jin g new member s : 
'69-=-ELLIS, CHRISTOPHER,549 i rince Albert Ave.,Westno unt,P.Q..,Canada(F.~.~ Un. 

Ool. U.o n l y to 1938 .Un. f ro m 1958- Air Mai1,F.& Col.U.-Un.-Sem.Post.U.} 
70 - TISS ERAIJ '1', GEORGE, 97-21 130 Dri·ve, Ozone Park, N.Y. (F.) 
71 - ~ ET Z GER, HAROLD, 5207 Helen Ave.,St.Louis,Mo. (F. & Postal History-Exch.) 
72 - HA ~!.:ER J H.R.,32 E. 57 St., N.Y.C. (Counterfeits,Reprints,Forgeries F&Co1.) 
75 - KNOLL ~UELLER, JOHN, 1886 Lake St., Salt Lake City, Utah 
74 - MONOSSON, LEON, 505 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C. (Dealer-spec.new issues-former 

publisher of "Le hla rchd Mondia1 Phil at~lique") 
75 - DELPUECH, A.C., 1114 W.Clinch Ave., Knoxville,Tenn.(F.& Co1.Exch-Col. 

General Issues (Scott #1-59) with readable postmarks & covers) 
76 - SHAJ, K.IT., Main St., Stanhope, N.J. (Stamps & covers of Inini, Guiana, 

~a rtinique, Guadeloupe, St.Pierre & MLquelon - also War Oovers) 
77 - B IEBE~ , H.R., 648 North 11 St., Readin g , Pa. (F. & Col. u. Exch.) 
7 ,3 - HILL, DR. ~·I.W • . , Dep't.of Anthropology , Univ. of N.Mexico, AlbuquerC],~ 

N. I.: . (Oceania & Ne~'l Hebrides U. & Un. Exch.) /1876) 
79 - MORTON, J.B., 1170} Delaware Ave.,Buffalo, N.Y.(F.& postmarks,shades U.to 
80 - HALL, L.W.,ll5 Devonshire St.,Boston,Mass.(F.& Col.Un.advanced collector) 
81 - VAN KAT ~IJK, PAUL, Dean,Schoo~ of Music,So.Meth.Univ.,Dallas,Texas (F. & 

Col. U. to 1938. Exch.) 
82 - MAY, PHIL,1358 N.~estern Ave.Chicago,!ll. (r.& Col.20th Cent.Un.only) 
83 - ENGERRAND,G.C.,Dept.Anthropology, Univ.of Texas,Austin,Tex.(F.& also 

American Colonies(St.Pierre,Mart.,Guad.,Guiana,Inini) U.only) 
34 - LA MOUROUX,L.,222 Lawrence Ave.W., Toronto,Canada(F.& Algeria, Morocco, 

Madagascar-to lesser degree,Indo-China,St.Pierre, Mart.& Guad.) 
85 - EER NER,B.I.,620 Fifth Ave.N.Y.O. (Dealer spec.new issues & Free French) 
56 - KEPDER,E.E.,~21 E.Loren St.Springfield,Mo.(F.regular & semi-post.issues) 

- Ohange of Address -
VO GEL, MRS. E.F.(37) to 155 East 52 St., New York, N.Y. 
CORRECTION: Mr.Ben Hamilton, Jr. (60) asks us to state that he no longer col
lects Niger; also his Algeria & St. Pierre are not specialized and his AEF & 
Cameroun are specialized but not highly so. • * • 

At the meeting of Feb. 5th, Mr.Ralph Holtsizer(l~came up from Philadelphia 
to show his collection of Martinique. The range of this collection is prob
ably unique. All major varieties are complete and not many of the minor var
ieties have escaped Mr. Holteizer - if any. 

* • '" 
At the meeting of March 5th,Mr.Donald D.Burgess(32) came down from Bingham-

to n to show his New Oaledonia collection. His collection is very effectively 
presented and much original research has gone into his fine study of some of 
the early provisionals. 

Mr. H. R. Harmer also showed a unique bloc of the Ile de France provisional 
(10 fro on 90c) with inverted surcharge and wide spacing - no less!! . '" 

The collections of both Mr. Holtsizer 
and their showings were enthusiastically 

'" 
and Mr. Burgess have won many prizes 
received by the members present. 



0
THE OA~CELLATIONa OF FRANCE UP TO 1876 
By Dr. A. J. C. Vaurie (17) 

(Continued from p. 6) 

In t h is group rle present Y/hat is by far the 
~ ost c~mnon typ e of French cancellations upto 
1 876. 90% or Dore o f the used sta~ps w ill 
be a r a similar cancellation.The y are all true 
c a nceller s a s opposed to postmarks,the latter 
;Pl~rin g somel7here el se on the cover. Even 
thou gh the y TI ere only meant to deface the stamp. 
they are not " mute~ for each has,with the ~x
ception o f the anchor, its ol7n particular dg
nific nnce - an d they tell man y an interest
ins story. 

For Pi ris the syste m l7 a s different fro m 
th e t o f the Departments. From the 1st of Jan
ua r y , 1 85 2, to July 1st, 186"with the excep
t io n o f t he Centra l Of f ice which used the so
lid sta r (Fi e ."), all the other of f ices used 
a lozenge of dots with a letter in the center 
(Fi g .29)-the list boin g from A to N . When the 
of f ice lias im portant enough to have branch of
fices, the letter nas followed by "S" menning 
"succur s ale" or bra ncI-. office; if there was 
more t han one branch, the "S" uus folloned by 
a n un b a r 142-' and even 4. For the first two 
ye~ r s t hese let t ers we re in roman type(FiD29) 
- rr ithout serifs-and from 1854 to 186, i n 
sli ghtl y lar 3er letters-with serifs- (Figs.,O 
(",n d ) 1). 

FrO lil 186) to 1876 all main and branch offi
ces uere arran 3ed in a continuous series. us
ing the star n ith a number (Fig.54)- the list 
going fro m 1 to 59 inclusive. The Oentral Of
fice still continued to use the solid star 
(Fi g .;; 5). 

For the Departments.as well as foreign of
fices, on January 1st, 1 852,a lozen ge of dots 
nith small numerals 4 mlm hi g hCFig.2nwas put 
into use. The list w&s alphabetical and ran 
fro ~ 1 to 57)9.T h e ad ditions until the end of 
1 862 ran the list u p to 4494. A very few - I 
o nly k now of three - have a "BIS" following 
the number(Fig.2 8)-all three of the s e offices 
I"! ere communi ties in the suburbs of Paris \7hich 
became gradually caught in the growth of the 
city but nevertheless kept up their original 
num ber - with the "BIS" added. 

Th e first of January 186) - as in the case 
o f the nu~ber e d Paris stars - a different nu
mer a tion I7BS introduced. The numbers are now 
7 m/m hi g h (Fi e .;;5) and run with ad ditions un
til 1 3 76 to 6449. The first 99 numbers (and 
~ess than a dozen others with, figures) have 
dc,shes on either side o f the numerals(Fig.,7). 
If the number can be r e ad both ways"66"or"99: 
a s mall cros s points the correct way (Fig.,8). 
Lar ge cities such as Lyon(2145) haVing branch 
offices indicate then by an additional letter 
(Fi g .)6) • 

Railro a ds carrying and receivin g mail have 
an abbrevi a tion 0 f the 1 ine such as Par is
.Qalais "PC II (Fig.'9). On the return trip, 
~alais-Zaris, the can celler then reads "CP", 
Bnd i f there is more than one train a day,the 
ilun b e r Ol' tha t train (Fi g . 40). If confusion 
c Quld arise a ~ore detailed abbreviation is 
used( Fig.4l) laris-~ort, t here being E.ari&
Bordeaux tlpB". Pa. ris-Brest "PBR",etc. The of
~ices in the Pa;is RaIlroad stations had also 
their c anceller (Fi g . 4~. The full list is 
pmlO C.~are du lIord-Q.uest I Saint Laza.re). PGL 
(g,are de 1,yon). PGE (,g,are de 11 ~st). PGO(g,are 
de llQ.uest~ l\ iontparnas s e) ,and PGSO(g,are du ~d
Q.u e s t: Orl, eans). 

Off ices opened f or s pecial events had can
cell e rs o f their 017 ;) such e. s the exposit ion 
of 1 867 (Fi E> 45), and the National Assembly 
l S71-75(Fi g .44). Sever a l t y pes exist of both. 

1
  Napoleon fougnt a goodly numberofcampaigm, 
and field post offices had their cancellers, 
such as Army of the Alps ~uartier G~neral(Fig. 
45) and !rmy of the- Q.rient ~ureau of the 
~avairy (Fig.46) • Army camps aiso had their 
canoels such as the camp of Kamiesch of the 
!.rmy of the Q.rient (Fig. 47) - or .th-; Q..amp ie 
Sathonay in France(Fig.28) . Military units al-
8'0 ' have theirs Buch as the 2nd Division of 
the Imperial 'Quard (Fig.49)~ Finally Napoleon 
III himself had his own of f ice with its can
celler. ~ureau ~ecial de 11!mp ereur(Fig.50). 

Perhaps the most popular canceller is the 
Anchor(Fig.)2) for use on board of all packet 
boats from 185, to 1876. It does not deserve 
its popul a rity f or it is the only one of the 
cancellers that has nothing specific to say. 
The name o f the boat or line figures only as 
part of the postmark. 

(To be continued) 
" .. ~ ,B/ --~V' 
....... /'1·\ 

ge take pleasure in introducin g tna~ de mon 
p hilatelist, Jacques, Pierre, or Henri (or 
vl ha tev e r you 17ant to call hi m~ .Jacques is like 
all of us - there is a lot he doesnlt know -
but h e wants to learn - so he has kindly con
sente d to run for us a QUESTIO NS AND ANS ~ERS 
C CL Ul.IH . 

The above characte ristic action photo graph 
of Jacques n a s taken by John McGee ( 20 ) who 
starts the ball ro 11 in g by as k ing the fir s t 
SI.!!~~ti2E..1 "I have a ;.:onaco - Scott's type A2. 
cancelled by the wiggly-line t y pe of French a 
R. cBncel. Is t h is a French rail way - if so, 
I7hich one? Does tiny l:onaco have a railrraycen
cel all its own?" 

!~~IThe cancellation belongs to a French 
railway. Two lines go thru ~onaco and ~onte
Carlo - the ·couvoyeur-li gne" Vintirnille a 
Marseille( VINT . l,i.) and "couv01eur-li gne "Menton 
a llarseille( MEHT. L .). 1.;ail brought to the mail 
car in Uonaco and Monte-Sarlo received a can
cellation( se e illustration) denoting the lo
cality and the abbreviations of that partic
ular railroad line. The number 87 is the num
ber of the Department of the Alpes-~aritimes 
in I7hich the principality is found. Its total 
area is but 8 square miles and includes only 
the t wo towns of Uonaco and Uonte-Carlo. 

* * * 
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO JACQUES 

J e ha. v e seen a lon g s e t of ' 9 va lue s f ro n 
Oo eani a made up of st a~ps belon g in g to sever
al issues. The ;~' are overprinted in bright vio
let w·ith a large "V" and the 3 dots - dash e m
blem.The concensus of opinion a non g the deal
ers is that the overprint is bogu~ - and as a 
cro rmin g shot I.lr.Berner( 8 5) states' that the au
thorities of Tahiti in answer to a cable deny 
the very existence of such a set of stamps.~ 
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NEW ISSUES AND VARIETIES 
French India 
Theaouvenir aheet( Scott tIll() 
haa received a diagonal' sur
charg e "France Libre". There 
was som~ question as ~o the 
authenticity of this overprint. 
Mr. Fatoullah(5)has shown us 
t h e she e t as well as his oor
respondence and cables with a 
reputable old English dealer, 
who s_en~ the s he e~s ~o Mr. Fa
toullah and who a~ates Ronl y 
400 she e ts were printed ••••• 
about half are damaged such 
as without gum, torn, etc •••• 

France - Twelve semipostals have 
been issued, but the sale has ·been sub
ject to restrictions, and is by subscrip
tion only. WI! understand · that the sale 
has been conducted in both occupied 
and unoccupied France. The designs 
feature the coats of arms of twelve of 
the more important cities throughout 
the country. 
20c plWl 30c dark brown. Arms of the city of 

Nancy. 
40c plus 60c red orange. Lille. 
SOC plus 70c turquoise blue. Rouen. 
70c plua SOc. Bordeaux. 
SOc glul I.OOf'rose. Toulouse. 
1.0 f plus 1.00f «ray greeD. Clermont-Ferrand. 
I.SOf plul 2.00f blue. Marseilles. 
2.00f plul 2.00f gray violet. LyoD. 
2.S0f plus 3.00f em~rald green. Rennes. 
3.00f plus S.OOf brown oranl(e . . Reims. 
S.OOf plus 6.00f ultramarine. Montpelier. 

10.00f plus 10.00f red. Paris. 
L. MOKOJSOIt _ ------

They come from General de Gaulle1s headquarters 
London ••• " 

i n 

France,hlr.Fatoullah has also s h own us Scott 1402 wi~h 
the spacin g so narrow between the' "5" & "0" that they 
actually touch .This variety occurs at position 6 0 n 
the le:ft pan e. 

Fr~h ColQ.niesIMr.Monosson(74)has shown us a set of 
48 stamps, 2 for each of 24 coloniea,lfr.& 2.50,large 
size pictorials different for each colony, with por
tr a it of Marechal P6tain in upper right corner. They 
were printed at the "Institut National de Gravure in 
Paris. 
Stamps F.b 14, 1942 

Whitfield King to Ignore 
de Brazza Stamps in Catalog 

THE Whitfield King & Company's 
Bulletin for January, 1942, re

ports ~hat they have decided not to 
purchase nor include in their catalog 
any of the French Equatorial Africa 
1 franc plus 2 francs stamps which 
were reported in the New Issues deJ 

partment of this magazine February 
7, 1942, 

Whitfield King has this to say 
about their decision: "Weare in
form.ed that the stamps will be sold 
at Is. each, the additional charge be
tween the face value and the selling 
price being paid to General de 
Gaulle's Armaments Fund, We con
sider that if a Charity stamp is 
issued and sold at three times its ac
tual postal value this is quite enough 
to ask the public to pay, Offeting 
stamp dealers these stamps at Is, 
eaeh is in our opinion unreasonable 
and they should certainly be avail
able at their face value, plus the sur
tax, and should be sold through the 
Free French Headquarters and not 
through any other organization," 

The stamps, according to report, 
were placed on sale in London by a 
society called "Les Francais de 
Grande-Bretagne," 



HE ] CALEDO NIA A~D DEPENDE NCIES 
By Donal d D. Bur ges s (52) 

(Continued from p. 6) 

On December 25,lB9l,tTIO stamps were issued 
that have lon g been my pets.These are Scott's 
Nos.ll and l5,10c on 40c o f the 1877 and 1881 
general colonies is s ues. The y were surcha rged 
in sheets of 50(two p a ncs o f 25 each) work and 
turn f ro m a for~ of 25 subjects so that the 
ri ght- hand pane al '.'/ays has the surcharge inver
ted. T:lUs the inverted surc ha r ge is no scar
cer t han t he n or mal, a s is proper ly reflected 
i n t h e c ata lo gue value. Both ex ist with double 
surchar 8e , also nith double surchar ge,one in
v e rted. 

Of the imper f orat e stamp ( No.ll) 4,800 cop
ies ~ ere is s ued, 2,400 n or ~ al and 2 ,400 inve~ 
ted, whic h breaks dou n to 96 sheets. 

Ther e we re 11,000 o f the pe r f orate d( Ko.l , } 
5 , 500 normal and the s ame quantity inverte d--
220 she ets . 

The c ha rm o f this i ss ue,to me,lie s in the 
fa ct t hat it i s p os s ible t o recons t ruct the 
entire s etti n g f ro ~ sin gle co pies. This is 
done throu g h v a r ying positions of the o rram en ts 
constituting the border of the surc ha r ge.Each 
s e ttin g o f t he bord e r consists o r 32 s mall 
p iece s o f t yp e, a tota l o f 800 fo r t he entire 
form. The a cco mpanyi n g illu s tration shoYI s 

A 123456 B 

~~~~~++~ 
28qo OF7 

270{0 0>-- 8 

2601..0 0~9 
NORMAL 

250{0 POSITION o~ 10 

24~O OF" -\,., II 
ORNAMENTS ur 

230{0 o~ 12 

220{0 o~ 13 

21~o o~'4 

o~i'""t 1- -ti"T~ 
20 19 18 17 16 15 C 

t h e normal a rran ge
men t 0: t he orna
Dents---circles in
side,excep t t he ror
ner pieces w hi c h 
ha ve t h e circ~es at 
to p or botto m. 

The compositor ev
identl y took pain s 
a t first to see thl. t 
t he typ e wa s cor
rectly set, for of 
t he f irst n ine pos
itions one piece on
ly is turned. From 
then on he e. pparent
l y too k a "to heck 

with it" att itude an d it nas ev e ry piece o ~ 
t yp e f or it se lf,for they are turned ever y COD 

ceivable way. Ba ron de Vinc k de Winne zeele , 
in h is "Colonies Franvaises et Bureaux a l'E
tranger---Etude des Ti mb re s Surchar ges e t des 
Emissions d'Im p ression Locale de 1 852 a 19 19" 
has charted the se v a ri a tions and made recon
struction of t h e surcha r Ged pane possibl~his 
c ha rt is too leng t hy to ru n here , but I should 
b e pleased to copy it for anyone interested. 

The on ly constant v a ri e t y is t he o mission 
of the period a f ter 10c , found i n positions 16 
and 1 8 . Copie s a re co mmon in which the hyphen 
is mi s sing or t h e periods after N.C.E.in var
ious combinations, but seven y ears of chas ing 
after these t wo stamps have proved to me tha~ 
the y are inconstant v a ri e ties. 

~ay 25, 1 892, brought f orth an othe r inter
e sting surc ha r g e ,t h e 10 ce ntimes on 50c brown 
ot the 1 881 gener a l is s ue f or the colon ies 
(Scot t Ho. 12). Th ere n ere 50,000 issued in 
g roups o f 50 (two panes of 25 each) and half 
o f t hese have the invert ed surcharge. 

The Yvert specialized say s that the sur
charging nB S done fro m two f orms of 25 sub
jects each , one havin g the frame and the other 
the fi gures and inscri ption. With due respect 
to t he e )-'~pe rt s i nvolve d, I claim they are in 
e rror, 

I have in r~ y coll e ction a co mp l ete she et of 
50 o f t h is i ssue . On the n or mal pane of 25 are 
the tTIO va r i e ti e s pi ctured in the next colum~ 
in positions 10 and 1 6. If their information 

12 is correct,these verities should appear also 
in the ri ght-hand (inverted) pane as the same 
setting wa s supposedly used to surcharg e that 
also. But the y do not. ' 
It is possibl e that ~he 
varieties were notic e d 
and corr e cted before t,e 
other half of the sheet 
wa s surcharged, but af
ter s ee in g the utt e r 
disre gar d for minor bor
der variations shown in 
the previous surchar ge s 
I consider it a very re
mote possibility. 

.~~~ .. ~ 
£. t! ~~ 
y POSITION 16 ,~ 

As to the f orm sup p ose d
ly containing the figures 
and inscription-minor vari
eties a p pearing in certain 
positions on t h e normal pam 
of my s he e t are not foundin 
corres pondin g positions on 
the inverted pane. For in
sta nce: position 5 of the 
normal has no per i ods after 

~.~~ .. 
, NORMAL t , 

.~~~~. 
£, VARIETY \. ~ 
y POSITION 10 , 

N or C; position 6 has a thick hyphen; posi
tion 10 has t h ick hyphen ;17 has t h ick hyphen; 
20 has no p e r i od af t e r X.On the inv e rted panel 
5 h a s n o p eriod after E; 10 has no period af
t e r H; 113 has no peri od afte r K ; 23 has n 0 

period a fter C.Not o n e o f these v a rieties in
terlocks wit h thec~e s p ondin g position on 
t h e ot he r pane. 

Precise measurement of scores of copies 
has failed to revea l a n y di ff erence in space 
between t h e inBcription and the frame. As a 
matter of fact, in one double surcharged copy 
I have, one of the Burcharge. is badly mis
placed on the stam p and the inscription fol-
10 TI S the frame in t ~ is misplacement. It would 
be impossible for a press feeder to do this 
intentionall y if he we re f oolish snoughtowant 
to. So there can be only o ne conclusion--each 
stam p wa s surc ha r ged in ~ operation and not 
two. 

Which leav es us 17 ith another delicate prob
le m. Having shown that there waB but one form 
for each pane of 25 and that there were at 
le a st two di fferent forms, why TIere inverts 
necessary? Here t wo choices are open, and I 
can't definitely sa y wh ich is correct. Either 
they were made deliberate l y , or the entire 
sheet as printed consiBted of at least four 
g roups of 25 stamps,so tha t anyo ne pane sur
charged normally would not be in h orizontal 
juxtap osition with t h e same Betting inverted. 
Take your pick. 

Minor varieties, such as t hi c k hyphen,mis-
Bing periods and various combinations 0 f 
these are co mD on and may or may not be cons
tant. An interesting variety in the figure 1 
is s ho wn here. It was not constant -
throughout the printing, al though I have ~ 
seen two copieB, and waB cauBed either ~ 
b y collapse of the type face or b y tem
porary adherence of some foreign matter to the 
type.ThiB stam p exists with double surcharge, 
double one inverted and double both inverted. 
If you lik e Bhades, it alBo comes in yello~ 
brown. 

A variety listed b y Scott and mentioned as 
of doubtful le g itimac y b y Yvert is with only 
the value double. Yvert says the ink of the 
Becond impres B ion is of a different shad e ~ 
which it is. Regardl ess of whose explanation 
of the method of surc ha r ging is correct,there 
is no way in whi ch the figures alone coul! 
l egitimate ly be used in a second impression. 

(To be continuecil 


