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Editorial

Business Continuity Revisited

Norval Rasmussen

n David Herendeends
I the January 2012 issue of the FCP, entitled
OBusiness
membership to adopt plans for the untimely loss
of key personnel. What would happen if a major
officer or the editor got hit by a bus, he asked?

0The treasury is off in
the treasurer lived. Bills may come due. How
are they paid?6

0The president may have

other vendors. Will his successor know what they
are? Where the

0The editor has all/l t he
FCP. He may have a backlog of articles and other
contributions. Where 1is

We have seen this happen.

The good news is that we have survived. David
left us a largely completed January 2013 FCP,
and fortunately, used software | am at least fa-
miliar with. Please note that there are two open
positions on the editorial staff of this journal. |
will maintain this position as long as the mem-
bership is satisfied with the product and contin-
ues to supply the philatelic content (note that |
removed Oactingo
| would like to see two volunteers step forward to
fill the position of Associate editor and Assistant
Editor (Modern). | do not know modern French
material sufficiently to vet an article at the level
this journal and this society have come to expect.
That would be the duty of an Assistant Editor
(Modern). The duties of the Associate Editor
would be as much or as little as desired, but
would include maintaining electronic and paper

S dnrinés Issug t y

wor king

from my

e d i arcbives o materalpspbeidad fonpgblicatian. In

the event of my untimely departure, we would

Continuity, 6 haveatleashas muck ta gassdn as Daed had. If

you have interest in either position please let me
know at nrasmu@gmail.com.
but

where no one

We are again blessed with
efforts with another colonial article and Thomas

%r%agheag ha'S 8hgr%j h|r§ {ove and kqowledge of

the Paris brldges Lewis Bussey shares a post

document a tczflrdolrha brlegvxgngz up. | am also in possession of

an article for the July issue.

_ templ ates for the
Coming Soon!

ev

Sandlca%s held Jar%juary 24 through January 26,

2014 in San Diego, California. That is only nine

months from now. Ken Nilsestuen is our judge so
wondt have an exhibit. I u
wet i f you havenot yet. Th
start exhibiting. The attendees will include many

exhibitors anxious to offer advice. | am always

amazed at how much | learn when preparing an

exhibit.

ARE OU

t e in he—aFe=st hecgal) .

CONSI DER
EXHI BI TI

Remember
FCP&San |
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The Most Beautiful Bridge in Paris

Thomas W. Broadhead (FCPS 2830)

nd, now for something completely differ-
A ent. The pages of the France & Colonies

Philatelist traditionally have been graced
with fascinating articles that have brought to
light important discoveries and reports of stamps
and postal history. | have contributed in those
areas, but lately have been drawn to the incompa-
rable beauty of design and execution of French
stamps, and on the side have become a topicalist.
Pictorial stamps remind us of where we have been
and pique our imaginations about where we wish
to go. Moreover, they exquisitely chronicle im-
portant events in a
collections can be made that illustrate those
events.

Paris, France 6t he oci ty
bridges. Straddling the Seine River, the French
capital is connected above ground by 37 bridges
(ponts), including 5 pedestrian spans ( passerelles).
A bridge across the Seine is documented from Ro-
man times, and bridges today represent construc-
tion from the 16 * to the 20t centuries. This ab-
breviated philatelic tour exposes the dearth of
French stamps with images of Paris bridges lead-
ing to the more frequent recent images of the  Pont

Alexandre Il & the most beautiful bridge in Paris.
Bridges of Paris

The first French pictorial commemorative stamps
were the 1924 Olympic Games issue, and the 25c
stamp (Fig. 1) shows a background scene of Paris.
This and subsequent stamps are notable for the
accuracy of representation of bridges, which typi-
cally can be recognized from the number and
shape of arches and other features and from other
associated landmarks. It is this fineness of design

nat i @aml@&secution tisat ntakey the semnchdfor amndhideh- e

tification of bridges all the more enjoyable.

In 1935, a set of illustrated postal cards showed

of | i g h tadimags of thel Pend au €harge (Fig. 2),ddit there

was not a corresponding postage stamp issued at
that time.

Another series of illustrated postal cards, also is-
sued in 1935, showed several Paris scenes in the
stamp images, but no bridges. However, the ca-
chet-like illustrations included images of the Pont
de Tournelle and the Pont de la Concorde (Fig.3).
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Figure 1. The 25c Olympic stamp of 1924 shows
a view looking east southeast toward the Tle de
la Cité, with the narrow arches of the Pont Neuf
in the foreground, followed behind by the broad-
er spans of the Pont au Change and beyond,
the Pont Notre Dame. The image of the Notre
Dame Cathedral further supports the recogni-
tion of individual bridges.
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CARTE POSTALE
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La Conciergeria
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10. PARIS. La Sainte Chapelle.

Fig. 2. lllustrated postal card of 1935, with the stamp image showing a view looking west to the Pont
au Change and the Conciergerie.

CARTE POSTALE

Fig. 3. The Pont de Tournelle, with Notre Dame in the background.
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In 1936, with increased use of airmail, including
transatlantic mail to South America, several air-
mail stamps were issued with a common central
design of a plane flying over Paris (Fig. 4). The
abundant, distinctive monuments and important
buildings in Paris allow the single bridge shown
to be identified dmmed fore
the Napoleonic victory over Prussia at the battle

of Jena, October 14, 1806. The same vignette was
used for the 50fr
marily for the high postal rates to South America.

More than a decade later in 1947, four stamps
appeared showing images of Paris bridges, in-
cluding the semipostal of Notre Dame Cathedral
with the Pont de |

(Fig. 5).

The same year, with the 12 t Universal Postal
Union Congress in Paris, four regular postage

Fig. 4. A representational view of major Paris monuments
(Arc de Triomphe 2Eifel Tower 2Sacre Coeur 2Notre Dame)
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Fig. 5. The north end of
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at the Tle de la Cité.

Pont ddl ®n a

stamp, i ssued pri -

stamps and one airmail stamp were issued to
commemorate the event. The 4fr 50c stamp (Fig.
6) shows an |mage of the Pont du Change similar
to (t:hat of the T935 pos?al caro?s andthe Glﬁang
stamp (Fig. 7) shows the Pont Neuf, the oldest
bridge in Paris. The 500 franc airmail stamp
(Fig. 8) shows a spectacular view of the Tle de la
Cité and the north and south parts of the Pont
Neuf, along with four other bridges that link the
island to the main shore.

Fig. 6. View, looking
west across the Pont du
Change to the Conci-
ergerie

Fig. 7. View, looking
west to the northern
span of the Pont Neuf.
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