
No. 67 (Vol. 12, No. 1) ~enuary-February 1953 

France s.., Colonie$ 
Philateli6t 

Published bl-_onthly by the France and Oolonies Oroup 

Secretary: Charles Bretagne, F.O.Box 67, poughkoepsie, N.Y. 
Editor: Stephen G. Rioh, P.O.Box B,Verona,New ~ersey 
J:NC~SED STAMPS o F FRANCE 
---------------------------------------~-------

The teature artiole on this subjeot, in the 
May-~une 1952 number ot th1s paper, brought in 
a number ot interesting letters reporting other 
items ot this sort. Arr1val ot the most recent 
end oomprehensive,e.rly 1n February 1953, g1ves 
0008sion to report to date on the Ill8tter now. 

Mr. Norbert Bouvier,our member in Ce11forme, 
g1ves us this account: 

"During the 1914-1918 war nearly all small 
change, in those deys the equivalent ot 10, 2c, 
50,10c,209 and 400 U~S. money,disappeered • . The 
moving of the Government and ot the government 
agencies to Bordeaux in early August 1914, hed 
oaused • tremendous disruption. Minting c01ns 
was out for some t1me--quite some time. But the 
need fo» traotional ooins was urgentjso though 
it was not authorized by law, the governmentdid 
allow the resouroetul bus1ness men to supply 
their own." 

"For a small tee,any bus1ness oould have five 
cent1me stamps and ten cent1me stamps encased 
in light aluminum with a mioa taoing. Sometimes 
the casing was· brass, but most ot them were ot 
light aluminum. For the small tee, the business 
tirm had its name and address printed or d1e
stamped on the metal." 

"For 25 centimes and 50 cent1mes bills, looal 
Chambers ot Commeroem through a central agency, 
had small squares ot peper, about 2~ inches on 
each side,pr1nted showing the velue and their 
nemes and addressea. · For 1 and 3 trancs these 
same Chambers ot Commerce had en alloy ot oo~r 
minted into tokens, with their names end the 
value." 

-rhese various currencies were used through 
the war and tor severol years etter. By that 
time the 25 centimes 8nd 50 centimes bits ot 
peper hed been lost or destroyed. ~.tever was 
salvaged, was redeemed by the Ch~mbers ot Com
merce, who then issueq some 25 end 50 oentimes 

Obverse 

Reverse 



tokens. similar in reduoed aia ••• to tho •• 
1 and 2 tranoe.-

2
tor 

"So ~ny ot theae thlnga--none red.emebl. by 
the Government~-were isaued, that they ere ve~ 
Dommon in Yr.noe tod.y. nelrly torty yelrs ~er 
their i.aue." 

. " The aimilarity of the U.S. l.60a item.. to 
thoae ot Fr,no. is striking. Wh.t I never Gould 
understand is why they 11mi ted tl:ll value ot the 
eno.aed atampe to ~ and 10 oentimes, wh.n the 
oOin ahortage ot 25,50 oentimea lAd 1 treno wa. 
very aout •• " 

From aeveral ot the membera end trom Mr. _. 
G. O'Rei11¥] ot the Bir. Phl1.telio ~800i~»n, 
intormation has come that enables ua to make a 
tent'tive tirst 11st ot the varietie. known: in 
most oese. no date has been reported., nor does 
one appe.r on the C8se socording to the reports 
as reoeiv.d. 

50 Sow.r derk greea, ~deleine Cinema. 
14 Bd.de le Medelelne (O'Reilly) 

50 Sower green, Credlt Lyonnals 19ao 
(wm.~.W11i. in previous .rtio~ 
o 'Be illy) 

50 Sower green, (Ie paper. Nouvelle. 
Galerle •• Nouve.ut •• -~nage-
£ae:mubl.ement (0 'Beilly) 

50 Sower green, £u Printemps,Paria, 1921 
('depertment store) 

(-'gnu Burlingame) 
50 Sower green, Lisez Le Lenterne, Bolaire 

Tout, 10 o. Li thOgrarbed on . 
brase. Bouvier) 

100 Sower red, Spidoleine,Huil. pour Autoa 
(Bouv1er) 

100 Sower red.GC paper~ Sooiete Gener.le 
C'pita.l 500 lI111iont 

. (0' Reilly) 
Jny item not desoribed is embossed aluminUm. 

~. Bou.i.r w •• kind enough to let your ed
itor aee bis two itema •• s w •• ~. Wylie _ year 
ago. Mr. O'Rell11 ottered to bring them to a 
meeting at whioh your editor would be, but .... 
not t.ken up because his desoriptions suttieed. 

Several oolleotors .inoluding Dr. G.Osmoi"r 
ot the German speoialist society, heve stated 
that aimilar encased ooins were mede in large 

, veriety and quantity in Ger.uy at the sametime 
and tor the s,me reason •• ttention has also been 
drawn ,to th e Ru.aian atamps print eel on o.rd. 
witlt instruot10ns on beok, 1'or 1I0natary use. in 
tUa period; to the .BhodesiUl cards with stamps 
attixecl, tor th e sa. purpose dur1ng the Boer 
War, to the Mateking looal bllla clur1ng th •• me 
war. We limit our treatment to· Franoe,however. 

- It any member lmowso t II oompre.beQsi ve lIst 
ot Frenoh eJfOJ.edstemps,intormatlon about suoh 
11.t~ wh.n .. .. '1;t ·oan be . ob1iained, pr10ejeto. may 
we1'l be weloolll8 to member.. . 
-------------~---
Bss8Y. w1thout 
numeral ot value, 
1'or the .lri. Type 
(Soott ~9,us'd 
19~ to 19"). 

Enl.rged ,photo, by 
Adrien Boutrelle 
(litted trom his 
1952 Christmas · 
oa~). 
 
pre neb sta.p. In Bundl •• , 
---u.ia a.:s •• l1 cbanl! 

Pro.pted bl tbe article on Enc •• ed st •• p. in 
~o. 63, Ma,-June 1952, our '.e.ber,· Mr. Aaron · 
Carpenter, .rote in, •• folIo •• ,: 

-There .is anotber device uaed in lieu ot a 
one trane piece. The, used to Cive IOU t.ent, 
tlve-centt.e. or ten ten-centi •• s sta.ps .itb • 
piece ttl' strine tied around th .... So_U ... ttel 
were ae.ed throulb the center.· 

.Bavin& need ot ata.p. one eTeninet I · took 
two of the little packa,_a apart anel tound tbIt 
tb~~bad u~u.ed .t .. ~. on the t~p and botto.,lul 
In the center were elghteen uaed eople. .t the 
tlve centi .... • 

.1 .a. livine in Franee at the ti ... " 
·The Credit Lyonnais waa not the onll one to 

u.e encased sta.p.. Herall everl bank and everl 
depart.ent store in Pari. and else1lhere In ft'aDee 
used the. fro. ti.e to ti... During the period 
tro. 1918 to 1921 nearl, ever, little town in 
Prance ~a. i •• uine it. own tractional scrip. In 
fact it .a an nact duplication ot 1Ibat.e went 
throu&h in tbe state. durine the Oi.,11 •• r." 

-~---------------

The Seoond LeSSor Contest:Results: Jan. 6, 1953 

Bight exhibitors showed material in 1'r8mea • 
in the seoond hold1ng 01' the Lesgor Ccdieat, on 
Jan. 6, 1953. Previous winners were nlltur'~[7 
eliminated 1'rom the awarda. Those oompetlrig ~ 
Misa Clemenoon,Mr. Runnewell,Dr. Katz,Mr.Kremer, 
Mr. Neidort,Mr. Rioh.Yr. Sullivan, and ~ 
Wittenberg. 

··1Ienry M. Goodkind, Fred Baroviok, and .I1bert 
H .FJiggins, aU ot the Colleotors Club. were the 
judgea 01' this Seoond Leagor Conteat. 

First pleoe went to Gustave Wittenberg, who 
show.d 4 trames ot tha First 20th Century issue 
ot Franoe, specialized. Seoond to C.G.Sullivan 
tor his study ot· the 5 oentinas Sower Type. The 
third award was to Miss Louiae Clemenoon tor an 
exhibit ot · the 15 Centime. Gray Green.sower we 
with lined baokground. Fourth ~werd wa. to 
Ch.rles Neidort tor his plating ot the Moroooan 
Semi-Poatal suroh'args or 1946. 

In all the winning studiea,inexpensive st~ 
wer involvedlyet these were tound to attord a 
tertile field tor advanoed atudy. 

One ot the primary obJeotive. or these oon
tests is to show .that serious phi18telio study 
includ1ng research is not neoe •• erily oontined 
to the reelly tew, but oen be enjoyed by any 
oolleotor or modest meens who ha. the taate tor 
th1a acti v1 ty. 

Mr. Hunnewell made the trip 1'rom Melden. __ 
to show in person at this conteat. . 

---Alan B. Ye~nald. 

--------------~~-

By oourteay ot Soottis 
MOnthly Journal, we 
sho~ the plight ot the 
oolleotor who went. to 
ex. mine stamps by the 
thousand to disoover 
v.ri.ti ... ·.nd who has · 
hia wish aa to r.elly 
adequate suppll ... 

"Don't lOO think it's time to shirt putting 
them in an albmp?" 

,I 
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Announcing the Third Lessor Conteat: 
3howin~ and Judgins in 

aouarY,1864 

3

Deer Members: 
In this number, you will tind the rules tor 

the next Lesgor Contest, which will be judged 
.Tenuary,1954. Many ot you, both resident and 
non-resident, I hope will compete. 

When study1ng · your stamps, It you tind some
thlng new or 1nteresting,why not write about it 
and send your article to be pub11shed 1n the 
Philatelist. Other members,you know, mey be In
terested in the same subjeot too, end they , In 
turn may contribute more. 

It is al~ays interesting to read what our 
members are working on. 50 please contribute to 
the Ph11atelist. ~e shall be most appreciative. 

Louise Clemenoon, President. 
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Accepted Revision ot the Rules, tor the Lesgor 
Annual Cont est tor the yaar 1953-64 

To enoourage mOre members to take part in 
the- annual Lesgor Conte at, it is proposed to 8Ii1 
an additional oategory to the competition. In 
the past, some members mey have retrained trom 
even attempting to prapare entries, because 1hey 
telt that they laoked the inolination, the eye
sight,the patienoe,the time, the material, the 
experience,o~ whatever, tor undertaking or~l 
researoh. It the requirements wemnot quite so 
stringent,however, some members might be encour. 
aged to take part,and 1n time might graduate to 
the desired stege ot doing researoh work.Renoe, 
two classes ot competition are proposed. 

Cless A shall be restricted to: 
Studies,emphasizing original research, ot 

II single 20th Centuzy stamp or stamp issue, ot 
France or any ot its Colonies,Ottices /;. br oad, 
Proteotorates or Mandat es. 

Class B shall include: 
Studies of a single 20th Century stamp or 

stamp issue ot France or cOlonies,inoluting as 
many of the known types, varieties or usages as 
pOSSible, but NOT primarily involving original 
researoh. 

Eeoh entry shall be marked to indicate the 
cless to which it belongs,and shall be judged 
acccrcUngly. 

Collections previously exhibited once at a 
regular meeting ot the Group shall be--iligible 
tor competition in the LesgorContest ON~ it 
they have been materially altered by re-.r~ 
ment of material or by the addition ot new 
material (or in both ways). 

.Tudglng shall be restricted to material that 
is mounted In the wall trames of the Collectors 
Club meet1ng room. While no limit to the size 
ot tha collection or the number ot pages in the 
entry 1s set, exhiblt~s Should no~ plan to 
shcw more than tour frames ot meterial ( 12 ot 
the usual size album pages are ell a frame will 
hold), in order that as many exhibitors as is 
possible mly be aoo9modated. 

Charles Neidort, ~sgor Contest 
Committee Chairman. 
In cese you forgot or missed it: 
Our member, Relph Foltsizer, took the Grand 

A."erd tor Best in Show, at .the A.P .S. ConventJal 
ShOW, held Sept. 1952 at Philadelphia with his 
Martinique exhibit. Considering the unusual way 
that this show was set up, with some 200 single 
trame exhibits, this is a remarkable victory. 
&>re About 
The French Consular 

Provisionals at ~erusalem 
trom May onward.1948. 

Our article in No. 45,May-.Tune 1949,has been 
eprinted in the Israel Palestine Philtelist ot 
erch 1960. As a result ,new information oame to 
ight. We have the pleasure ot presenting this 
nowledge in two articles: 

1.Printing and Varieties ot the French 
Consular Provisionals. 

By E. 'l'olkowsk, 
Information regarding these fascinating iss

es has come to light, which oompletes, or in 
ome cases oorrects, some statements made at 
he time: 

The Firat Issue: 
We quote the origina'l article (F.& C.P.No. 

5): " •••• the consular order ••• established a 
ate ot 6 frencs for mail by ae. and 16 trancs 
or mail by ai~,with the stamps to be supplied 
y surcharging - -r60 each· of the Do-tace--value 

consular stamps tor the 6 francs rate and tor 
Ot to be add.d on air mail." 

. The impression this statement makes is that, 
eparately, two distinct overprintings had been 
ade. a snsrate one of 6 trancs and still en

t;her seperete one ot 10 trancs. Actually, the 
wo ·overprints were made simultaneously, on the 
eme sheet. Sa-tenant pairs ,ot whlch I have 
ne, prove ·this beyond dispute. Not more than 
hirty such se-tenant pairs,used or unused, are 
elieved still to exist. 

The Third Issue: 
We quote again: "Mr. Neuville •••••• directed 

hat 5000 oopies of the 6 tranc Marianne type 
tamps be surcharged with the value ot 20 
illiemea. " The sheet, as all speCialists in 

ranoe's stamps know,1s of 100 ·subjects in ten 
Ows ot 10 stamps eaoh. The overprintlng form 
as set up in type, of ten horizontal rows with 
ive subjects In each. The sheet was overprint
d separately on the lett and the right hand 
ldes, but apparently without breaking it into 

wo pieces. lL'Eoho de la Timrologie, Nov.1952, 
.480). 
~e know ot two overprint varieties: 

Broken S, subject 26 in the ovp.rprint form 
end · theretore stsmps Nos.5l end 66 ot 
the · sheet. 

Displaced "20 M111iemes. Plate site is not 
yet located. The author would be gled 
to hear from anyone who h.s plat ad it. 

100 copies ot each variety were made, sinoe, 
s stated,·the 5O-subJeo' torm was printed onto 
ach of the 50 sheets(5000 stemps) twice. How 
any have surv:ived is ot course hard to know • 

• printing variety, .a double strike of the 
verprint on the two lowermost rows ot stamps, 
xi ;I:t.. up conspicuously on ROSA, of 

~ ... ::: . ..<oi","",=; .,.....~ 
. . _0 

The Corner Blo.ck 
with double 

.TKRUSALEM 
20 milliemes 

Doubling is with 
second impressioa 
to right, about t 
mm. out of register. 
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";Terusalem, " but .otuaUY inc ludes ell of both 
lines. ~s illustrated,it is present OD all four 
stamps in the southeast sheet oorner. Probably 
it was oaused by the sheet flapping 8S pressure 
was relUve4 during the euroharging. 

The artiole referred to give s ~ugust 6,1948, 
aa probable last date ot use. We heve seen Deo. 
1948 on a oover--four months later. 

Late ~8e of Frenoh Emergenoy Stamps 
in ;Teruselem in 1948. 

Mr. Leon Shupakbls shown your editor e oovar 
with the Frenoh 6t UBrianne stamp suroharged at 
;Terusalem for 20 milliemes,used to Peri. on a 
letter, with the proper postmark, same as that 
illustrated in No. 45 of this Journal, hut with 
date Deo. 9 1948. This is five months beyondttB 
normal period of use and four months atter the 
la. st date hitherto- reported. It seems to be 
the oOWer mentioned by Mr. Tolkowsky , end whioh 
he evident J, owned when reporting i t . 

Inquiry among informed oollectors revealed 
no definite information as to how t his might be 
explained. . 

The only lead oame from J4r. Henry Kraemer,the 
president of tlB Staten Island Philatelic Soo
iety, who was able to state definitely that a 
Frenoh emergenoy eir mail servioe out of Israel 
operated at intervals until near the end of the 
yeer 1948, '!bile the regular Czeoh air servioe 
was get ting into smooth, regular running. 

The many qualified persons who saw this item 
agree that it not only is olearly genuine, but 
apparently free of 80y "philatelic influenoe.It 
oertainly aotually went through the mails, was 
delivered to addrea~.e in Paris. Complete leok 
of any baokstamps 01' ~rensit marks hinders the 
appraisal and understanding ot it. 

The First Iasue stamps 
and 

The ;Terusalem Postmerk 
mentioned in the text 
immed1ete ly preoedins. 
---~----------.--
The Karly Tun1sien Postage Dues 

By R.oul Lesgor 
Re printed from "Franoe & Colon1es Speoia11st ," 

.Tune, 1949 
Prior t o 1901, w hen t he first regula r 

postage dues were issue4, s~mps of 
t he regular issue, perfor ated T in large 
holes were in us~. 

This T perforation was obtained 
from special plate~ smaller than the 
s heets of . stamps so that the aIleets 
were folded before hand thus produc
ing as many inverted perforations, 
Tete Beebe, etc. 

This did not apply to the higher 
values,. 76c to .6f which were not per
forated in full sheets but in small lots 
as the IlI*ld arose. 

These perforated T's can be found in 
three distinct types: 

Type I : ' 6 vertical holes and 2 on 

each side. Holes are about 1 ~ to 2mm 
in 'tiiameter. T his was used mostly 
:in Tunis. 

Type II. 5 vertical holes a nd 2 on 
each side. T he holes are 2mm in 
diameter. Used mostly in the bureau 
of the interior. 

Type III. The T is much s ma ller 
&nd made of 6 vertical holes a · milli 
meter or less in diameter. This.,.is t he 
rarest of· all three types a nd was used 
exclusively in Gafsa and La Goulette. 

In addition, postmasters were in
structed to cancel these postage dues 
with pen crosses diagonally from the 
corners. This pen cancellation to be 
at least two millimeters wide. Not 
every postal employee followed t h ese 
instructions to · the letter, and pen 
crosses vary in thickness. Some post
masters secured rubber stamps of dif
ferent types of crosses. After April 
1st, 1901, the ordinary ·postal cancel
lation was used, the crosses only in 
cases of reforwarded mail. 
 
it< SEORET~RY'S REPORT 

November 15, 1952 to .Tanuary 15,1953 
• 

NKW MIMBERI:WBLCOME-

523 MoOully, H.B., 765 Soot land Rd.,Or.n~e, N. 
.T. (Franoe,19th Century) ••••• 

524 Moller, Herry, USTS, Box l5
l 

Navy 127 P-M. 
Seattle, Wash. Gen.~.lh " . ~ •• 

525 Nsokenson,Leon,1878 Harrison Ave.tNew York 
53,N.Y. (Franoe onlyJ •••••••• 

526 Hilton,Homer,.Tr. Netional Bank,Jaok80n,~ 
(Yedegasoer & Martin1que) •• ~. 

527 Worwood ,W.,6 Labonte St.,Cherny, ~uebeo, 
Canada. (Franoe only) •••••••• 

528 Soottino,Robert L. , Universal Picture Co., 
445 Park ~ve.,Bew York 22,N.Y.(Pranoe 
first dey oovers,De Luxe proofs,eto). 

CH~GE OF ~DRESS : 

273 Mullen, George, to 8 Avon St. Everett,Mas. 
LOSS: (Cannot reaoh this member with mail) 
377 Glanton, . G.P. 424 Bonnie Brae N. Avenue, ••• 

Los Angeles, 26, oalifornia •••• 
RESIGNATION RECEIVED: 
403 Schafer, Wm. Boston, Mass •••••• • •• • •• • •••• 

REQUl!ST TO IlEIIBERS AND APPLICANTS: 
Should you receive unsolicited approvals,the 

form ot address or other circUmstances , &howing 
that probably the publication of your name from 
this journal has been taken as the occasion for 
trying this illegal practic·e upon you, will,ou 
please notify your Secretary or the Editor. We 
cannot, however, prevent anyone trom sending to 
names here appearing oirculars; and in case you 
g.t merely such, please file unnot1ced 1n your
... te paper basket. 
NOW IS THE TIllE: 

For all good members, n to pay 
their dues for the current year 1953. Many have 
already done so. We have not as yet sent "bills 
tor dues" except as .requested. We depend .erely 
upon your in~erest .and anthus1ama to keep ua on 
a going schedule. Send in your oheck tor $1.00, 

.i f regular member, or $2.00 for residentmeabers 
(New York metropolitan area membership).Send te 
Charles Bretagne, P .O.Box 67, Poughkeepsie, N. Y 

Respectfully submitted 

Charles Bretagne, Sect. 
--~----- - -- ----- -
MEMB E RS' ~PPE'& L S 

Want end ex ohange notioes only;me mbers only ; 
on or two insert10ns only ;no oh.rga . Those wh o 
reply w111 pleese offer only what is asked. 

de 
in 

5th 

Wented to buy: C8ta~ogte des Kstampi l lea 
Frenoe et des Colonies Fran9aisea,pub11shed 
1929, Yvert & Co. W.F. Ed1ngerl 223 South 
St.,Louiavil le2,Ky. (Membe r 373, 

Copy wanted fo r thi s Journal: we have pl enty 
of artioles on Franoe old and new, but Co l on1al 
ar tioles wi ll run dry very soon . Any one with an 
art i cle on Indo-Ch1na ,New Caledonia,Gu1ane, or 
any othe r .ool ony: weloome. '!'h e Edito r(Me mber 2) 

Wanted: France Empire wi t h Mexic an ·canceliat- · 
i ons(CEM- F, CEF-W, or normal Veracruz, Mazat1an , 
Manzani110,Campeche,Tampico postmarks,on pieces 
or covers);Great Britain stampa 1841 to the ~l 
issue with C63,C64 Mexican cancellatlons~plece. 
or covers). Price each item. Capt.J.E.Castaicnt, 
P.O.Box 180,Puleb1a,Pue.,Wexico(Wember 483) 


