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French Posts in Abyssinia by E. F. HuH (63) 

A glance at the map will show where the mountains on the east of AbYIsi­
nia, behind which lie the high table lands, form the boundary between that 
country and Frenoh Soaali Ooa.t. The latter territory is bounded to the 
north by Eritrea and the Danikil country and to the south by Britilh Somal~ 
land. It 1s on the latter border that liel the Port of Djibouti facing the 
Gulf of Aden, while, aoross the Bay of Tajurah, lie. Obock, the firet port 
of the Oolony, just louth o~ the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb. I 

Obock came into French handa in 1862 but was not actively occupied ' until 
1884 when Sagallo and Tajurah were alao ceded to the French. It was from 
thi. date that Obook took on importance as the port of entry and around it 
was built up the Somali Ooalt Oolony. In 1888 Djibouti beca.e the main port 
and the seat of government was moved there and the first stampa of Djibouti 
i •• ued. For a time a regular mail service wae run between Obock and Dji­
bouti and it was for the parcels carrie d on t .hil mail that the high yal ue !5 
to ~ free stamps were i.lued. Djibouti rapidly gained in importance until 
in 1894 the post office wal entirely transferred from Obock to the former 
port iri view of the coa.encement of the building of the Djibouti-Addis Aba­
ba railway. 

The inacription "Oate fran9aise des Somalis l first appeared on the .tampa 
as the relult of an official decree of 1896 which combined certain pl~. in 
the territory. The actual boundary with Abyssinia was an arbitrary ODe ot 
Itifty miles from the ooast l tixed by the oonvention of Maroh 20th, 1897. 

The railway from Djibouti wal opened as tar aa Harrar in Abyssinia in De­
cem'ber 1902 and this took over muoh of the traffic which ' had foraerly pasaed 
via Aden and Zaila, through which p'oS't offioes also the Britlah Qon a ular 
Mail from Addis Ababa had previously pal~ed. 

Before the opening of the railway, M.llartineau, Governor of t.he Itomal! 
Ooa.t, had arranged a aervioe in both directions between Harrar and Djibouti. 
Letterl from Franoe tor Harrar were carried wl~hout addltlonal payment.Cam­
ela were introduoed to carry thil mail and the .ervice was 80mewhat lrregu­
lar. Thie was pr.oba hl y be cause, ae wa s repo r~e d in the IJournal de.Djibouti I 
at the tlme, themailsseldomexceededthre.lt110gramaes of lett.rs aDd: t ,he 
coat was runnlng lnto thousande of tranes. The irregularity of the .erviees 
did nothing to o12t the coat .ince the camels belong&d to, or were contraot­
ed for on a yearly basia by, the government and the expense was therefore a _ 
oonstant one. M.Vartineau beoaae worrled about this expense whioh ..... d 
out ot proportion with the rssult and, on .tudying the matter, ca •• to the 
conolusion that toot posts were actually as fast as the camels since ~ h e 
traoka, unmade and otten blocked by boulders, were unsuitable tor the lat­
ter. ' So in 1899 toot posts by runn.rs were substituted and the first 0 t 
the.e left on Kay 29th. This serviae was now put on a weekly basis in each 
direction. Ther. were several r.lay posts on the route and an offioer of 
the Freaoh Administratlon was established at Harrar, on Abyssinlan .011, to 
aupervi.e that end ot the lerviee. It was then reokoned _that the toot ser­
vice oost about 12,000 tranoa per y.ar, a saving ot aome 40,000' fraDCI over 
the p·revloul 'oaael aer'vic.. (Oontinue d on next page) 



A. from 1899 al.o ~b. lap.ror of Aby •• iala, 
M.a.lik. a~r •• d to arrange for the i ... diat. 
taking OT.r at Rarrar of any mail for A4dl. A­
baba a. h. had lon~ oon.id.r.d it d •• irabl. to 
hay. po.tal •• rylo •••• tabll.h.d In the late­
rior. It 11 eloubtful it the fir.t. i.... .. ·f 
• taap. ot Ab7 •• lnia oam. lDto u.. until Janu­
ar7 189:5 tho.gh at tbat date ooy.r. n:i.t .uw­
lag t ·hat .aU fro II Rarur (tb. out.l.t tor Eur­
op.) 'bore tb •• taap. of Djlboutl1D 10.binatieD. 
The Aby •• lnian po.tal rat. at tbat tl.1 • a • 
fixld a. tollo •• , 2 gu.roh •• for 1:5 gra .... on 
l.tt.r. aael 1/4 gu.rob. for ,0 gra.... for 
a ••• pap.r., tb ••• rat •• b.iag Intirlly int.r­
nal, of oour •• , and OT.r an7 eli.tanoo. 

In 189:5 the Aby .. inlan po.tal •• ryio •• · •• r.1 
0) Ankobar to Entotto(th.n tbe capitat),(2)En­
tott. to Rarar, (,) Harar to Djlbout.i,.aob on~ 
runnlng t.loe .e.kly. rbl tir.t t.o aerTio •• 
•• r •• ntir.ly Aby •• lnian but the po.t b.t •••• 
Harar anel Djiboutl .a. oarri.d o.t. by .at.ual 
arrang ••• Dt blt ••• n tbe Aby •• inlan anel Pr.ach 
,oyernllent. b:y the alread7 .Intlon.d ca.ll .er­
Tioe,larglly unelertaken by the Roman Oat.bolio 
Mi •• lon t.o A'by •• lnia, at Harar. 

The .ta.p. ot both Obook and Djlbouti .er. 
.tooked at Harar in orel.r to taoilitate tran.­
.1 •• 10n ot Iltt.r. oyer.ea •• Th ••• eta.p •• ere 
ot oour.e at fir.t onl:y oanoe11.d on arriYal at 
Djibo.ti, the pOltag. troll Harar to the tron­
tier being palel in Aby •• inian .taap •• 

But .h.n the railway reaohed Dir.-DaouaCR •• 
Rarar)in the latter part ot 1902 a Pr.ach Ooa­
.ular po.t .a. open.d at Harar it.elt-tb. die­
tano. bet •• en Dire-Daoua and Rarar i. 50 kilo­
metr •• - and this otfice .a. suppli.d .itb a 
dati .taap ot t.bl elouble circl. type readinl -
RARAR/POSTES 'RANCAISES, the .ord Rarar being 
pr.ceelld and tollo •• d b:y a ·.tar.' Thi. date 
• ta.p .a •• uppo .ed to be u.ed on17 on the ItG'T­
.r,th. oan.allation ot the Pr.uoh .taap. of 0-
'book and Dji'outl to .. lett to th.ir arri.al 

· at the lat.t.r plao.,thougb ottln th.y •• r. QD­
cloubte.ell:y caDo.ll.d with .th. dat. •• u.p b.torl 
1.aTing Rarar. Thl:5o and 100 .taap. ot Port 
~ald are al.o kno.n .itb t.bi. oano.l1atlon. 

A.out. 1904-0:5 a turtb.r po.t ottio •• a. 0-
p.n!td at t.h. }Pr.nch L.,ati.n at Aeldl. Ababa aad 
t.h1a offio •• al luppli.d with .ta.p. of the 8"0-
.. 11 Ooa.t. In 1906 a turth.r po.t offic •• a. 
o·pen.el at Dir.-Daoua,.h1ch .a. a rail junctlon. 

It .a. 1n 1906, att.r tbe openlng of the third 
offio.,that. all thr •• }Pr.nob eftlc •• in AbYIB­
inia •• r. plaoed undlr juri.dioti.n of thl po •• 
.a.t.r at Port ~aid and DO • . WI ooa. to a T.r7 
int.r •• tlng pi.o. of philatelio bistor7. 

It 70U .ill t.rn to Prenoh Leyant lD your 
loott'. catalogue 70U .111 find aael.r GP.70ES 
IN TRE rURKISB IMPIRI, 1901, that the 2:5e, 50c 
aael 1 fr.ot the 1902 .eri •• · are list.od witboat 
thl n.ual .uroharg. in Turki.b ourr.ao7 (Scott 
Io •• 29. ~2, '~).lth a tootnotl to t.he .tt •• t 
that 'thl aboT •• ere i.su.d .ar1y 1n 1907 ~r 
u.e in the Pr.aoh OttiCls ot Rarar aDd Dir.­
Daona ln Ab,.lsiala.· Actual17 So.tt t. DOt ex­
actl,. Itorrect her. b.oau.e the 25'c b1uI .a. io­
su.d tor thi. purpo •• at the ead ot 1906, the 
5Oc( deep "rown) .1n Ifarch 190 7 and t.he 1 tranc 
(d.lp claret) in 1908. And furth.r.or. thl •• 
.taap •• Ir. al.o a.ld at Aeldl. Ababa. 

But tb.r. i. a turth.r .ord .till t.e b •• ald 
OD t.hl •• u"j.ct. Ab,. •• lnia jol •• el the Po.t.al 
Uni.oD on IfoT.ab.r 1, 190'8 aDd tb. 'r.nch Po •• t 
OttiOI. in Ab,..a1nia •• ·re th.n cl ••• d. The 
t.brle .ta.p. in qu •• tion .ere uI.d f70a the 
date ot 1 •••• a.til Jun. }Otb by the poet or­
fil •• and tber. r.o.iTed t 'b. Pr.aob oaDc.1la­
t.ioalt i8 the t7P. already el ... r1beel .1't.h tbe 
Will members ple
end send in thei
in? Your coopera
2 
•• r41al 'POSTES PRANOAISES' at toot.. Seot't. l • 
pri.l. for u.eel oopi •• are qult. out. ot lia. 
wi tb the rari t7 0 t th •• e eta.p. part.ioularly'. 
tbe 1 rr. wa. on17 u •• d tor a Tery .bort tl •• 
iDd.ed. Tb. 2~0 .a. ln u •• for t.o 7ear. aDel 
i. tblretore t.he commonl.t, but all .. hould le 
oolllst..d on cover beoau.e the.e .a.. .ta.p • 
•• r. al.o .old in Pari. aDd a auab.~ •• re .eat 
out to Aby •• lnia to bl 'canoelled t. order,' 
.any re •• iyia, oanlte1lation. datiag atter June 
1908, t.b ••• latt..r b.ing quit. Ta1u.l.... The 
1500 d.ep brown 1 • .• orth doubll Soott. rhe 1 fro 
•• e2, olar.t 1 ••• 11 .orth ,60 g.all1.D.ly u •• d, 
but tb. olar.t 1. oaly kDo.n oaDc.ll.d to or­
d.r, a. thl •• hade 1. the 1920 printia,. 

Th. ottic. at Dirl-Daoaa bad be.D op ••• d o. 
Jan. 11, 1906; at Addi. Ababa bet.we .. n Dec •• b.r 
1904 aDd Jaauar,. 190:5 .bile Rarar, a. hal be •• 
• tatei, .a. open.d in 1899, having until 1904 
be.n carried on at ditflr.nt p.riod. b7 thl 
Oatholio Ki.sioa aDd the Preaob Oon.alat •• Tb. 
latt.r wa. al.a7 •• p.1t 'Rarar' until the ooa­
m.nceaent ot 1908 but .a. lat.r .pllt 'Harrarl 
The oan.el1atlon ot t.h. Pre.oh .t.aap. wa •• 1Ip­
po.ed al.a,.. t.o b. done at Djibouti uDtil 1904 
though t.he rule wa. Dot al.a7. kept.. 

Atter the clo.lng ot tbe Pr.Doh Po.t otti­
ce. the date .ta.p •• erl handed OT.r to the 
Aby.a1nlan Po.t O'ft"ci whioh ro.ov.d the .ord. 
'POSTBS PRANOAISBS' aDd ueed thell tor oaDoel1-
lng the Ab:y •• inian .tamps. 

Io. l.t u. reoapltulate the 'reaoh .tamp. 
.hlob •• r. uled in Ab7 •• iaiat 

BARAR. 'or a T.r,. .hort time In 1906,'rench 
LITaat .ta.p. and :5c • 10c Pert Said 

HARAR • DIRI-DAOUAI Pr.aoh· Somall Ooa.t, 0-
book and Djibo.ti 

ADDIS ABABA. lo.all Ooa.t 
ALL OPPIOIS, Pr.ach L.Taat 2~c, :5Oc • 1 tr • 

.ltho.t .urcharge oy.r the.hort p.­
rioel alr.ad:y giv.n 
as
r 
ti
NEW MEMBERS 'e1.oa. to ollr new m.mber .. 

l14-KEYER,Oharle. E. 2, Verona Pl.,leroDa,N.J. 
(P. N .. 0aledonia .p.cldi.ld) 

115-SPlOULAKD.Jo •• pb,4,,1 - 4:5th St.loong hland 
Oity, N. Y. (Franc. aDd Oolonils) 

116-HARMBR,Gordon,Bar •• r Rookl • 00.,5:51 Pitth 
ATe •• N ... York, R. Y. 

117-P·PEPPINGla,Jo •• ph,a, Saull.n Str.lt,Sayr.­
TU1., N. J. 

118-KIBORIR,Jlroae P.Jr. 41 Pioardy Lan., St. 
Louie;_o.(P •• P.Ottlcl' In Ohiaa - anxious 
to oODtalt otblr a •• b.r. oiailar1,. int.r­
•• tld in P. Offi·oll In Ohlna) 

1l9-RIOE,'.Jl. :544 1'.110 .t.,N.Y.O.(P. U •• UD. 
mo.~17 20th clntury) 

12O-MIGHRIG,G.M. 210 Riy.r.ld. DriTe, N.Y.O. 

• ORAlfGE OP ADDRESS • 
LABllfl,R.P.( 51) to '29 Oar .. St..Ipr1a~fi.ld,II ..... 
lfOVY,Jo •• ph(48) to ~40 1.12 St.,N. Y. CL 
Oorr.otionl IDi.rrand,G.O.(S,) .hould b. DR4. 
a.En·,lrrand-no. coll •• t. U •• d 'ranc. aDd 001., 
ao Tari.til •• 

• • • 
i"h. Oct.ob.r .e.ting .a. a .0\tnd-Tab1e db-

01l •• ion.-
At the Noyeabor •• etlng Mr. Raoul LI.gorCl). 

gay. an expo.itlon on thl .arly po.tagl elal •• t 
'rano •• Th •••• uob n.glected .t.ap ••• r. brll­
liant17 .xplained and illu.trated "y Mr. Lee­
gor'e .tamp., and remarkable photographio In­
~arg ••• nt. don. b:y our meaber, Kr. Adri.n Bou­
tr.1l.(12). An70n. needing philatelio photo­
graph. aay get in touch with Mr. Boutrell •• 
e save Group postage 
1943 dues i~ not yet 
on much appreCiated. 



NEW CALEDONIA AND DEPENDENCIES 
By Donald D. Burgess (,2) 

(Continued from Vol.l, p.24) 

SEMI-POSTAL STAMPS 
The first semi-postal stamp for New Caledo­

nia was issued in 191~, 200,000 of 
the 10c of 190~ being typographical­
ly surcharged in red with a large 
cross, figure ~ and NCE. It exists 
with inverted surcharge, broken E 

(illustrated) and with crose omitted 
due to defective impression. 

In 1917 the 10c and 15c of 190~ 
were suroharged in Paris in sheets of 150, the 
cro.1 ~c suroharge being the same on both va­
lues. The ~c on 10c exists with the double sur­
charge. These two stamps and the one of 1915 
were withdrawn on April 1, 1921. 

It was la long time between drinks" and not 
until 19,8 did the next semi-p08tal appear. On 
October 24 of thie year a series was issued, one 
8t-amp for each colony,in commemoration of the 
40th annivereary of the discovery of radium by 
Pierre and Marie Quris, whose p1o~ur.s are on 
the stamp. De8igned 17 J.de la Neziere and en­
graved by J.Piel, the stamps had a franking va­
lue of 1.7~fr.,the additional ~Oc going to aid 
the work of the 'International Union for the 
Control of Cancer. They were withdrawn from 
sale on July 10, 19,9. 

The l~th anniver8ary of the Prenoh revolu­
tion was commemorated on July ~,19'9, by the 
issuing of a let of five stamps (designed by 
Ouvre)picturing the fall of the Ba8tille.Simi­
lar ssts were iesued tor the other colon i.e8. 
The set had a franking value of ~.~~ tr. and a 
surcharge- at ,.90 tr. for the colonial defense 
tund. They were lithographed by Vaugirard ot 
Paris in sheets of 20. 

In 1941 Vichy issued a 8erie8 consi8~ing of 
24 8et8 of three stamp8 each, one set for each 
colony. That for New Caledonia consisted of a 
1 fr. plus 1 fr.(ILa zelee·, ship at explorer­
navigator Dumont D' UrviU'e) ,1.~0 fr.plus , tr. 
(soldier of the colonial intantry)and 2.~0 fr. 
plus 1 fr.{Kanaka militiaman and native hutl). 
The second denomination was of the same design 
for each colony, the other two typical of the 
colony for which they were i8sued. Suroharge 
was for a fund for aid to the Imilitary and 
workers of the French empire.' Beoau8e of the 
political situation it is highly improbable tblt 
any of these stampi i8sued for a ·Pree Frenoh· 
colony (including New Caledonia) were 8ent to 
that colony. The same i8 true of the issue of 
two large 8ize pictorial stamps with the head 
of Marlball Petain in upper rig~~ oorner.These 
stamps were issued in 1941 and are part of a 
series of 2 atamp8 sach for the 24 colonies. -
they are semi-postale but what the surchargei. 
for I do not know and I baTe . not even eeen tbe 
s:tamps. 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS 

Unlisted by Scott and debated by experts are 
the IT in triangle· dues which YTer~ credits 
to New Caledonia for 1894 and 1900. Counter­
feit. are nUmeroul and varied and, as a matter 
of record, I have never ~esn able to find one 
tbat I felt in my own mind was good.These were 
temporary overprinte on regular postage iSSUSI, 
used during a certain period of time becau.e 
of a shortage of general oolonial dues. 

Por 1894 YTert liets the following denomin­
ations ovsrprinted T in a solid trianglel lc, 
2c, 5c, 10c, 15c, 20c, 25c and ,Oc. Baron de 
Vinck doubts the authenticity of the lc,20 and 
}Oc.These do not exist in unused condition and 

3 should be oancelled in April or Yay, 1694. 
The T in broken tri-

angle on the 5c yellow 
green an d ~ on 4c of 1899 
was authorized in a de­
cree da te d De c • 29,1899 • 
The ~ on 40 was used iu 
January, 1900;the 5c in 
1902. Baron de Vinck 

"'--7 
· T· . , . , ., 

lists the }Oc with this overprint .s of 1902. 
Both he and YVert note the possibility that it 
was used on other denominations. 

The decree which authorized the jubilee o­
verprints on postage stamps in 190} also pro­
.vided for the issuance at postage dues with the 
same overprint.They were ilsued on July 17 and 
were overprinted in sheets ot 50 by means of 
the top rows of the plate used in overprinting 
the postal i8sue. The miasing I in TENAIRE oc­
curs in position No.2, but ite ratia is 1 to 
49 instea~ of 1 to 149 as in the postage.There 
were not enough sheets of the 2 f.r. in Noumea 
to make up the quantity originally ordered, so 
blooks, pairs and singles were requisitioned 
from the other oftices in the oolony to be as­
sembled into three 8heets of 50 each, in which 
fashion they were overprinted.A further print­
ing of all values was authorized on Peb.4,1904 
at which time three complete e8eete of the 2 
fr., in a different shade, were overprinted.So 
the total printing of this denomination was 
}OO, making 6 copies issued without 1. Scott 
liets the 1 fr. with double overprint and some 
values have been noted without dates i n ,the 
corners due to improper prese feeding. 

Eight denominations of a definite type de­
signed by R.Vollet ~nd engraved by J. Puyplat 
were issusd in 1906. 

Special printings of the 1 fr. were sur­
charged in Paris in sheets of l~O, the 2 fr.on 
1 fro being issued on Sept.6,1926, and the } 
tr.on 1 fr. appearinl on Oct. 10, 1927. 

The ourrent type, picturing a SambaI' eta g 
and niavlis tree, engraved by Rourriez,wa8 i8-
sued on April }0,1926;printed in abeets ot 7~. 

PARCEL POST 8TAMPS 

Three surcbarges--a 50c on a special print- , 
ing of the 5 fr. and overprints on the 1 fr.of 
192~ and the 2 fr.ot 1905--provided the first 
parcel post atamps for New Caledonia. Over­
printing was done in eheets of 7~ and stamp. 
were iseued on Sept. 6, 1926. 

Three denominations of the 1928 ieaue were 
similarly overprinted and iseued 'eb. 17,19}0, 
to form the second and latest issue. 

, AIR POST STAMPS 

The first authentic air mail stamps tor ~ew 
Caledonia wero i.sued on March 14,19,8,the i.­
aue compriling tbree denominations. The d •• ign 
pictures a seaplane over the Pacifio, with the 
ieland of New Caledonia outlined. Engraved by 
Decari •• 

Eight colonies shared in the Bastille air 
post iS8ues, New Caledonia being one of these. 
They were issued at the sam. tlme as the po.t­
a1 commemorative 8ets, witb the lame de.ign, -
and oarried a 4 fr. surtax for the colonial 
deteDle fund. 

Three new values at the type of 19,8--7 tr~ 
20 fr.and 50 fr.--were issued in 1940. 

• • • 
I have in my colleotion a 250 of 1928 OTer­

printed 'PAR AVION.· ~n explanation of this I 
quote from a letter from a New Oaledonian cor-



4
respondeDt. 
"I intentionally sent with my last lot a 

stamp with the suroharge ·AVION.· They are not 
yet listed in Frande, but I hope that they wUl 
be some day. Do not lose it as there are not 
many of them. I have but three on oover. These 
atamps were used in the first month of 19,1.An 
Australian aViator named Roffey came here with 
a small plane and after having made som. trial 
flights and exhibitions, tried to start a pos­
tal service between the different centers 1n 
the interior 01' the colony.That is why thep os­
tal service had this handstamp made, which was 
used to cancel all the letters carried by him. 
Not being subsidized by the state, he was un­
able to keep it up and abandoned i~ very soon 
and set out for Australia." 

Oontemporary account's in the phil a te lie 
preaa give somewhat the same story,wlth a var­
iant of the name to Ropfe, and one states that 
,5 varieties were overprinted. In all proba­
bility this was a cancellation rather than an 
overprint and was more or less a Ifavor l prop­
osition. 

Another such item appeared in Karch, 19'9, 
when the aT-iator Martinet flew mail from the 
airport at Voh,Ne. Caledonia,to Brisbane, Aus­

tralia, tros whence it was tor­
t"CourrltrIOO·/.airleo warded by regular commeroialair-
1"'OI16dUle -Francl lines. Stamps, both air mail and 

Y(a AaslraiIl regular pos·tage, used on covers 
carried on this tli~ht were hand­

Ittamped 11 er Oourrier 100" aerien/Nlle Oaledo­
nie-France!via Australie' with a cachet madeof 
rubber. ThiS, too, wae probably a cancellatlon. 

MILITARY FRANOHISE STAMPS 

TDHln..:s ('IE FR .\~CIIISK 

'~ I ~MB ~n;"N~.I, =ct t~9(! 
IOC'qti"lts . Milit.i... 1 ~ jlilal .. 

b 

TYPE a(black,blue & red)was 
issu~rst and quickly with­
drawn on oomplaint of postal authorities aince 
it carr1ed the value 10c and was considered an 
actual postage stamp.Probably 80meone triad to 
mail a letter with 2 of these and 5c poetage.­
TYPE b(black,blus & red) replaced it. Then came 
TYPE c in gold, blue & red. TYPE d was prolific 
In-rt; oolors, blaok,blue,red-and blue,red and 
green on white,green,-the various combi,natioDs' 
providing 12 different oolor patterns.lve read 
aomewhere that eaoh oolor was tor a different 
regiment,but donlt take my word for it.All the 
stamps .ere 1s.ued imperforate. 

'or the nov1·ce who wants to plate a stamp, 
these can I t be beat. All except type c are num­
bered from 1 to 25,acoording to the1r poaition 
on lithographing stone. 1 have seen several ot 
these on cover but it 1s my opinion t~ 9~ a-t 
them were made for philateliets. Complete .. heete 
of many of the stamps were common in Paris be-
fore the war. (Yo be continued) 
 THE UNOFFIOIAL SUSSE 'PERFORATION ON THE 
FIRST EMPIRE ISSUE by T.E.Goo~&e(44) 

In 1854 when the first English stamps were 
perforated, the Frenoh postal administration 
began, in a half-hearted. and not too enthusias­
tio way, to experiment with stamp pertorating. 
A number of devices _ere considered, but it was 
not until the fall of 1862 that the government 
issued stampe with perforations~ 

In the meantime - and particularly 1n 1861 
and 1862 - several private perforations were 
permitted and succesfully used on the First Em­
p1re Issue, curren.t at that time. Probably the 
best known and most interesting of these is the 
Susse Perforation. It was first introduced on 
Jan.lst, 1861 - and used until the fall of the 
following year. The Susse Brothers was a large 
firm of Paris atationers on the Place de 1 a 
Bourse - and was licensed to sell the then cur­
rent impsrforate stamps of the go.ernment. To 
facilitate the handling of these stamps, they 
invented and patented a machine whioh perfora­
ted in a single operation demi-oheets of 50 
subjects(lO x 5)with gauge 7 holes,ss shown in 

• • • • 
the illustration. 

This perforation can 
•• • ••••••••••••••• be found on the follow-

• • • • · . •• •••••••••••••••• 
• • • • 

..suss~-;lIbt:$ 

ing stamps of the 185,-
60 Issue: lc, 5c, 10c, 
(type II), 20c, (both 
types), 40c,and the 80c 
rose • 

When official govern­
ment perforations came 
into being in 1862 the 
machine fell into dis­

use. In 1875 Messrs.Susse sold the device to a 
local stamp dealer, M.Maury, who then proceeded 
to privately perfo~ate large numbers of exist­
ing stocks of imperforate stamps-and then sold 
the spuriously perforated stamps.Maury made one 
error, however. He almost always perforated the 
ueed single stamps - and hardly ever any strips 
or blocks. 

Therefore, genuine o~iginal Susse perfora­
tions can beet be identifie~ by copies on cov­
er(an infallible tes~), or by pairs, strips or 
blocks of any Bize. BEWARE of single used cop­
ies purporting to bear Susse perforations; 90" 
of such are bogus. Another good test of the le­
gitimate Susse, is that the perforations are 
found, of course, only on the color shadea of 
stamps our rent in 1861 and l862.It shOUld also 
be noted that the holeD of the original Susse 
perforations were made so that the two vertical 
rows at each side of the stamp were diagramma­
tically opposite to each other;a condition not 
found on later wholesale reperforating. 

Lastly, the teeth of the stamps (where they 
were torn apart from adjoining stamps) should 
always be rough and ragged. When cut smooth, 
it 1s a oertainty that the stamps are not gen­
uine Susse perforationa, since moat of Maury's 
perforations were on aingle oopies,all bearing 
(in effeot) four straight edges. 

It is normal for the large hole's( gauge 7) to 
cut .into one or more sides of the stamps. 

Mint copies of Susse stamps are extremely 
rare. Used single copies are fairly oommon -­
and generally avoided by the experienced col­
lector(for reasons set forth above). But .nice 
copies on cover - and pairs, stripe and blooks 
are all eagerly sought after, and worth a good 
price'. 

Watch for Group articles in the stamp 
me p: ezines. 


