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 ' 
I ND EX 
Nos. 1 throush 70 of the F. & C. Phil. 
(Vol. 1 No. 1 through Vol. 12, No.4) 

B, Catherine W. Menninger. 

Loci are by Yolwae and pa~e: 
volume. In Roman num er.( as XI, the 1950 

yolume~ • 
Page. in Arabic number.: 4 pages per i.sue, 

nor.ally; 6 number. pased con.ecutively 
e·ach yolwa •• 

Aby •• inia,French po.t. in ••••••••••• 
Ader stamp •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

11, If 
VII, 2 
XI,1,2,7 
VI 18 

f after a pase nwaber:"and next page" 
ff after a pap nuaaber: "and next paseS_". 

"If you don't find it, think of .ome other 
na.e by which it may be listed." Some of 
the listing. sive .ubject of article, not 
it. precis. title. 

Bour.e, Paris sta.p of 1860 •••••••• 
California Goldfield French Coyer •• 
Ca.eroon., error -

Current caneellation.,wi.th map 
(Bamilton) ••••••• 

VII 
X 
IX, 

III 

lf 
16 

7,12 

1ff 

Africa, Free French Semi-po. tal 1941 
Airmail.,Colonia1 rarit1e ••••••••• ~. 
Airm.ils, 500 fr.U.P.U. and looOt 

. (BaYerbeek) ••••••• X 
IV 
IV 
X 
I 

3 Free French issue.(Hurt) •••••• I 14ff 
21 Air.a~iFrance Cl,C2 forgeries •••••• 

Airmails,France C3,C4 forgeries ••••• 
Airmails, 1000f. error (Arnal) •••••• 
Al~ri., If P.tain •••••••••••••••••• 

11 1940 Spitfire Airmail cov.r ••• 
14 Cancellation. (Al.o see Post •• rks) 

X 

12 Anchor, ~eneh on U.S. st •• p •• X 12 
III Itt 
I 19 

7 C • .eroon •••••••••••••••••••••• 
19th Century postal marking. 

(Boutrelle)....... XI,5f,11 
printing.(oy.'~ey)........ . .... I 8 
R.P.O. po.t.ark................ IX 14 

Alsace-Lorraine Bandbook............ X 24 
Ani •• l.,Freneh Guiana stamp......... X 20 
Annul. tiOD po..,. les impr-1 •• '....... VII l3f 
Are d'Oranse,unreported variety..... XII 10 
Arc de Triomphe,double transfer..... VII 4 

flaw found ••••••••••••••••••• VII,20;VIII,6 
miscataloguing................. VI 22 

Automobile .ho •• tation po.tmark.... IV 3 
Balloon Mail, Metz (Burt).......... II 21ff 
Balloon Posta identifi cation(Arnold) III 5ff 
Book ReYie •• (Al.o see Catalog ReYie •• ) 

Billig'. PhilateliC Bandbook., 
Vols. II, Xl (Rich).......... VIII,16,23 

Cancellations on French stamp. 

VIII 6 
of Clas.i c l •• ue.,by Lessor 

(Rich).4 •••••••••• 
French Philatelic Facts,by fremer 

(Rich) VIII,12,23;IX,7,23;XI,2 
Colonial Stampe,by Lochard..... V 2 
Fournier f. 1914 Price Lis t of 

Phil.t.lic Forserie.(Rich) IX 
Genese de la po.te A.ri.nne du 
Sie~ de Pari.,by Malncent(Wear.)XI 

ir ... r·. Numeral Cancellation Li.t VII 
Monosr.phie der Franze.ichen 

Br1et.arke,by Bofinser (Rich) XI 
Yoa0lraphi. des Timbr •• -Po.te 

7 

6 
8 

15 

de l'Bld.eion de Bordeaux,by 
Lorn. (Roth.child) •••••••••• 

Mull.r,AirIlUl11 Bt1qu.tte •••••• 
Bordeaux I •• u.: A 1952 diacoY.ry •••• 

R.cosnitlon ••••••••••••••••••• 
Boulan~r materi.l ••••••••••••••••• 

XI 6 
V 15 
XI 15 

IV,15;XI,18 
VI 1,2 

Coura pratlqe ••••••••••••••••• 
fancy 1945 •••••••••••••••••••• 
first auto .how ••••••••••••••• 
Grid. of French colonie ••••••• 
interestin« ••••••••••••••••••• 
London on French .ta.p •••••••• 
Louisiana ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Mediterranean .hip(Vaurie) •••• 
Post office numeral ••••••••••• 
Precancela (S.e under that head) 

VI 19 
IV 3 
HI,13ff 

V,6,15,16 
VIII 6 
IV 3,8 

III,15;IV,n 
III 19 

Pru •• ian on Wrench .tamp...... IV,21,22 
Railroad...................... I 10 
Saint Cloud Palac............. IV 3 
seapoat, Kobe-Marseille....... IX ? 
sta.p Day l~................ IV 15 
to 1876(V.uri.) ••••••••••••••• 1,2,3,6,10,11 

Capex,French showing. at........... X 19 
Catalos Revie •• :Beaufind,Cancellation. 

to 1876 (~r.m.r) •••••••••••• 
Cha •• and B •• utond, Cachet. de. 

Bureaux ~bulant. de Fr~ee 
de l'orisine • 1900 (Rich) •• 

L'pingle,Preo'. d'Burop.(Rich) 
Wenard, Preobli ter.. Frill ce, 
Al~rie,Mon.co,TUni.(Rich) •• 

X ••• au st •• p Co.,Franc •••••••• 
ObI-iteration. Fr.neais.s G·ro. 

Chif'fre., by Bothion(W.are). -. 
scott 1952 •••••••••••••••••••• 
Scott 1953 •••••••••••• · •••••••• 
Su.rn.t, R.touche. et D.t.ut. 

de clich •• d •• timbre. 4e 
Fr.nc. (.ich) •••••••••••••• 

Tblaude 1949 •••••••••••••••••• 
W.no. & d. BelleYille,Variete. 

de Franc. du Type Blanc • no. 
jours 1900-1949 (Rich) ••••• 

VI 

X 
XI 

XI 
V 

XI 
X 
XI 

X 
VIII 

XI 

15 

7 
7 

7 
10 

4 
24 
23 

2 
10 

,



18 
Centennial Ixhibition, Philatelic 

MuseUIB •• a· ' ••••••• 

Cere., 1871 25c(U.tzser) •••••••••• 
varieties 2.25f ••••••••••••••• 
Colonies Be •••••••••••••••• • •• 

C1emenceau and Paris stamp Show(Weare) 
Co.t of Arms, first .eries ••••••••••• 
Colonial Ilsue.: Air Uail rarities. 

"Blind Cancel." •••.••••••••••• 
Ceres 5e ••••••••••.••••••••••• . 

VIII 
VII 
V 
VI 
IX 
I 
VI 
III 
VI 

Counterfeits,numerous ••••••••• 
Defense of Empire set ••••••••• 
Forged cancellations on Peace 

IV,15; 
I 

1,2 
23 

4 
l5f 
6,7 

11 
IS 

13tt 
15f 

V,10 
7 

and Commerce..... IV 18 
Forsed Group Type •••••••••••• IV 19 
For'eri.s ••••••••••••••••••••• II,6,7;III,l~ 

11,14,15,18,19(23,24,3,S. 
General issues (stone} •••••••• V,1,19,26;VI, 

2.3,7. 
France Toujours Issue,French India X 1,2 
National ~e1ief set........... I 7 
Hew Issues (stone) •••••••••• Y,3; YI,17,lS~ 
Observations on (Keys). •.•••••• VI S 
Overprints, etc. (Stone)....... III,9,lD,12 
Paris Int'l Exposition(Queyroy) I S 
Se.i-Posta11944.............. VI 3 

And see under separate colonies' names. 
COlIlDellorative, World's First. • .••••• VI,18,24 
Conspirators' 'lfou1d'-Be stamps(Olivier) VI 13f 
Cor.sica Ar.s, variety.............. VII 1 
GOllnterfeits, wh y attention to. ... . IV 23 
Counterfeits: See also Forserie.s,and under 

the various countries or i.sues. 
Covers, cen·sored,world ·!far 2....... X 11 

consular, choic·e ite.s........ X 24 
Liberation, Heroic Week •. VI,5f.,XI,23;XII,15 
Fr·o. Purchased District....... XII 14 
stamps on both sides.......... VI,6;XII~ 
var.ou., i11ustrated.~........ XII 11 

Crols ot Lorraine XI 2 c o1.1 in article,; XI,24 
"Cro.feesh"........................ VIII. 16 

Currency, French S-tamps a........ •.• XII 2 
see also Enca •• d 'ta.psjIvory Coa.t 

Daho.ey Post Officp List 1945·(Queyroy) VIII 14 
de Br.zza, Pierre Savorgn.n(Hamilton) XI,l,2~0 
de la Salle stamp................... X 7 
Decaria, stamp designer (Respaud).. XI 14 
Defects in engraved st .. ps......... V 25 
Designs of 1900:Uouchon,B1anc and 

Uerson (Poole) ••••••••• 
Devastated To.n.(Parr) ••••••••••••• 
Die Types of the 250 So •• r(Heidorf) 
Diego Suarez, Forgeries of lS90-91 

(Vauri.) ••.• 0 ••• •••••••• 

Distinctions in D.sign(Poo1e) •••••• 
Dog,~ewfoundland,on stamps ••••••••• 
d'Outremer,1941,numbers issued ••••• 
Double prints,modern sta.ps •••••••• 
Dues, Unravelling the first t.o 

va1ues(de Saint-Brioe) •• 
' Dulac Mariann •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Empire,Sus.e Perf,on first issue 

(Gootee) ••••••••••••••• 
1 centime v.riety ••••••••••••• 
20 centime flaw(Dumont .\ Janet) 
5 trancs (Rich) ••••••••••••••• 

XI 19 
V 20 
XII 13f 

XI 18 
V 5f 
XII 8 
I 7 
V 4 

IX 13,14 
V 17f 

II 4 
VII 2 
III 2lf 
VI 24 
IV 4 Empire-Republic covers ••••••••••••• 

Encased stamps of France •••••••••••. 
Brlgaved stamp, fi rat Frenob •• ~ •••• 
Equatorial Arrica:Postal Card 

XI,9;m,lt 

stamp.(Queyroy) •••••••• 
Li.t ot Free Fr.ncb stamps •••• 
Free French stamps sold by •••• 
Speculation in Free Frencb st .. ps 

B.piGn~ .. I •• u •••••••••••••••••••••• 
B •• a, 1.52 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

II 12 

I 23 
I 13 
I II 
I 6 
XII 9f 
VII 6 
IX,21,22 E.lay. and Proot.#1923-50 •••••••••• 

Paeteur po.t .. rk ••••••••••••••••••• Yl,7,ll;XI,4 

F.F.I. U.i1 in Paris,Herolc Week ••• VI,5f; XI, 
23# XII, 15 

F.F.I. Forgerie.(R.ev •• )............ VIlli Fak................................. X 7 
Fezz.n •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• IY,l; IX,15 
Fezzan,Colonna d'Ornano............. VIII 20 
Fir.t Day Po.tmark. (ne. to ~ance). X 14 
First French Stamp,Hi.tory(Wittenber,;) XI 14 
Fir.t i •• ue proofs ••••••••••••••••• • III,24; IV,2 
First sta.ps of France (Van stratten) V 14f 
Fontainebleau stamps·................. X 4 
Forgerie.: Air Wail Cl,C2............ IV 11 

Air Mail C3,C4.................. IV 14 
F.F.I. (Reeves)................ VIlli 
French Prote.t Sale of......... V 10 
(E.pionage issues,Faux Petain etc) XII 9f 
"KnoW Your POrgerie."(Vaurie), 

the colonies' forgerie •••• II 6f,10f,14,16, 
lSf, 23f; 111,3, 8, 11f, 14. 

Franc, different v.lue. of the....... IX 4 
France, by British packet to(Rill).. IX 20 
France, first post-war communication fro............... IV 2 

20 France No. 33 plate variety XI 
France! Colonies Group,chapters... V 

chaDter report •••••• III,20,23;IV,12; 
12,16,20;VIII,4,S; IX,4,8,24; 
XI,2#8,12; XlI,10,16. 

~itutlon................... V for .. tion..................... I 
initial me.bership............ . I 
me.bers' contributions to 

stamp journals ••• 
new members and address changes 

XI 

25 
VII,4, 

X,S; 

11 
1 
4 

3,7 

Secretary's report in almost every 
n~ber, usually last page . 

secretary. reports:a1.ost everI number, on 
last page normally. 

Lesgor Contests ••••••••••••••• IX,10,22;X,16, 
20;XI,3,11,15,20;XII,2,3. dinner......................... ~XII l~ 

_~eting8 reported............. XI 12 
.eeting at Collectors Club.... X 11 
officers:e1e.cted 1949-50...... VIII 12 

1950-51...... IX 12 
1951-52...... X 11 
1952-53...... XI 15 
1953-54...... XII 12 

librarian............. X 14 
Contest & Exhibit Chmn X 14 

Pre-Ce~tenary Ce1ebration ••• VIII,12,17, 19, 
21,23. 

Prize .inners of Group •••• XI,4iXII,3, 6, 12 
France & Colonies Philate1ist,No. 1 

available........ X 24 
back n'lmbers available.... •••• XI 7 policy........................ VIII 4 

France & Colonies Specialist....... VIII 23 
Free French issues: . See under the varieu. issues 

and countries. 
pOltall1 used ••••••••••••••••• 
speculation in •••••••••••••• • '. 
French Guiana surcbarge(Queyroy") 
free tranking in London ••••••• 
illustrations of scarce. items. 

French Africa specialty album •••••• 
French Colonies,Ceres 4OC, color ••• 

ke) to identification of 
forgeries 1892-1907 •••• 

French Congo,stamps like Diego 
Suare·z 1890, t'akes •••••• 

lS9l-92 surcharges •••••••••••• 
French Consular provisiona1s at 

I 
I 
VII 
XII 
IX 
IX 
IX 

Xl 

1 
6 
8 

11 
1 

II 
10 

3 

IX 12 
IX,23,24 

~erusa1em,1948 ••• VIII,9,10;XII,3,4,t6 
Frencb Equatorial Africa,COID."ission 

D cen.or mark (Key.)... XI 20 
Frencb GUiana,Free Frencb surcharge 

(QUe1roY) ••• ••• •• 
ani .. 1. on .tamp •••••••••••••• 

VII 
X 

8 
20 



19 
French Guinea po.t office li.t 1948 

Frencb 
Franch 
Frencb 
Freneb 

(~.yroy) •••••••• 
India, France Toujours Issue. 
Maritime po.t. (stone) •••••• 
Naval Po.t.ark.(Tierney) •••• 
Oce.nia, book on stamps and 

posts of(Houwink) ••••••. 

VIII 
X 
IX 
IX 

XI' 
IX 

22 
If 

3 -
9 

20 
11 French precancel. take prize at Polpes 

French Sudan post office li.t 1948 
(~eyr01)........ IX 15 FroC .tamp......................... X 2 

French sta.p c.talog............... IV 20 
Gabon No. 40....................... Y 7 
G.C. paper(Ricb)................... VI 11 
G.C.P.per ~ssues (Parr)............ X,17f,22 
G.ndon and his de.ign.............. XI 24 
Gh.d • .e............................ IX 15 
Gilbert, G.rard •••••••••••••••••••• 11,13,16;xm,6 
Gilbert Award •••••••••••••••••••••• IX,6;X)1,12 
Guadeloupe,30c due 1879 sh •• t...... X 21 

po.t.ark. and c.nc.ll.tion.(atone) 
•••••• III,22f;IV,19 

unc.talogued used .t.mp.(stone) VI 22f 
Frencb .t •• p. u.ed now........ VIII 16 

Guiana, -French, Free French .urcharge 
(Queyroy)........ VII 8 

Heroic l .. k,~ari.,po.tmarks and cover. XII 15, 
IV.l1;VI.5f.ll;XI,23 

I.pri ••• ,Annulation. pour les...... VII 13f 
Indes No •• 1-38(Vol.lthrough Vol.~, 

No.2) (Kenninger)......... VIII 3f 
(Al.o incorporated into this pre.ent indes) 

India, Fr.e Freneh i •• u............ I 13 
Franc. Toujour. is.u.......... XI If 
intere.ting cov.r............. V 3 

Inlni. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .• • • • • • • IX 11 
Interne. Label,~~Pru.sian •• r.. VIII 5 
Iris type, print v.rieUe •••••••••• IV,ll;V,2, 16 
Ivory Co •• t, post offic. li.t 1948 

(Queyroy) •••••••• 
- emera-DCI .t •• p currency •••••• 

~eru.al •• ,French consular provi.ion.ls 

VIII 
XI 

8 
13 

of, 1948 •••••••••••••••••• VIII,9f;XII,3,4,» 
Know Your Forgeri.,colonie.(V.uri.) 11,6f,10f, 

16,18f,23f; III,3,8,llf, 14. 
Kobl Handbook tran.1ation,Franc •••• VIII,14;XI,19 
Labels. SpaniSh Rerug •••• ot .t •• p.. X 7 
L.b.Don ,Some printing figure.(Queyroy) I 8 

hie. SUrcharied Var.iety •••• ' ,' X 15 
Le Bavre Exhlaition Forgeri.s...... IX 23 
Lett.r rate. 1849-1949,Franc....... X 15 
Levant, French po.t office. in..... V 16,26 

Bow to recogni ze genuine llerso n. VIII ,13.,11&,23 
Liber.~ion i •• ue., 1944 (Overprints) IV,5ff,9f 

of 1944 (K.nard).............. IV,14,23 
of Tour.in.(Kenard).......... IV l7f 

Lorr.ine, Cro •• of (Wood).......... XI 24 
Louisiana,Frencb-mad. post.ark..... IV 3,8 
Lyon. Coat of Ar •• variety......... VII 5 
Kad •• e de S.vigne.................. X 22 
Mad.gascar,lOO fr overprinted 

"T.rre Ad.li." .tc. 
recal.sification in c.talog 

d •• irable •••••••• 
corre.pondent de.ired ••••••••• 

Mail coach on .t •• p, in article •••• 
Mari.nne,whistling ••••••••••••••••• 

wItb monocle •••••••••••••••••• 
Mrs. G.ndon model for ••••••••• 
od Dul.c (lre .. r) ••••••••••••• 

Martiniqu., po.t of'fice. (Dol taizer) 
postmark. and cancellation •• 

Vll 

XI 
XII 
Xl 
V 
VII 
XI 
V 
I 

23 

23 
6 

12 
8 

24 
24 

17f 
8 

(Holt.izer)............ II 2f 
(Holt.izer a stone).... VII,3f,6 

Po.tmark., Gleaning. Am6nJ 
(stone a Holt.izar} ••• VII,15,18f,22j 

VIII,7,11, 15, 18f. 
French .t .. p. in use •••••••••• 
se.i-official pictorial card •• 

VIII 16 
XI,1'i',19 

Mauritania po.t office li.t,1948 
IX 2 
VI 11 
VI 19 

(QUeyroy) •••••••• 
Kercury type, flaw on 70c •••••••••• 
M.rmoz. plate flaw(M.tzger) •••••••• 
M.rson type, two varimts (lUfra). V,13fiVI,7 

VII 8 5fr plate break ••••••••••••••• 
recongition of senuin ••••••••• 

Meta b.lloon letters (Burt) •••••••• 
Middl. Congo No.26, double surcharg. 

VIII, 13f ,23 
II 2lt 

(Run~.) •••••••••• 
Mont Saint Michel:Typ •• or Diea' ••• 
"N" written on .tamp ••••••••••••••• 
Napoleon Laure.te pl.te break •••••• 
Mapole.nic curiosity (LaUndauer) ••• 
National Philatelic MU.eum Rshibit, 

of 20th Century French •••••••• 
NaY1 po.t.ark •••••••••••••••••••••• 
New Caledonia (Burges.) •• I,a,6f,12. 16, 

No •• 113 and 14 plating(Burge •• ) 
No. 148 .••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Double .urcbarge on No.6( r~ueyroy) 

N.w Hebrides,Free French I •• ue ••••• 
N •• i •• u. d.te.: Air .. il ••••••••• 

Arboi •••••••••••• 
Ch.teaUdun ••••••• 
Coat of Ar ••••••• 
d. 1. Sall ••••••• 
Font.inebleau •••• 
Leader. of French 

VII 11 
VII 7 
V 6 
V 12,16 
II 6 
X 20,24 
XI 4 
Y,3;VI.12 

20, 24f 
IV 2lt 
V 7 
IX 7 
I .1 
IX 14 
X 11 
X 24 
X 11 
X 7 
X 4 

Revolution.... IX 16 
Kodern French Poets XI 6 

Newspaper st •• p.,1869 ••• VII,laf;IX,17;XI,24;XI~8 
Niger po.t office list 1948(Qu,yroy) IX 23 
Numeral cancell.tion sheet ••••• VII.20;X , 23;XII.16 
Obock, .o.e rarely seen............. IX 19 

and So .. li coa.t (Queyroy) ••••• X,9,lO(14~ 
19; 23 (comment by Stone} 

Oceania, Air .ail.................. VII 4 
bogus overprin t. • •• • • • • •• • • • •• I 10 
Free French................... IV 16 

Or.dour-.ur-Gl.ne.................. VIII,17,23 
Packet Mail fro. the Dani.h We.t 

Indie.(ston.) •••• 
Paquebet.,Mediterranean,Cance11ation 
Parts leroic I.ek, po.tmark and cover. 

VI 
III 

-9f 
15 

IV,11;VI,5fcll; XI,23; XII~15 
Pasteur 1.50f (Sell.an.berser}..... VI 18 
Peace Type, 650 and 90c............ V 15 

50c (lllffe).................. X 51' 
typ •• of(Bull)................ I 19f 

Phil.tely: inv.ntor of wol'd........ VIII 12 
Pet.in i •• ue, number. issued....... I 7 

1942 bi.ect of 1 fr........... VII 2 
for.ry ........................ IY,18,XII,9 

Pigeon Po.t of Paris............... Xl 19 
Pont du Gard i •• ue(Le.gor)......... 1,22f;IV.14 
Port d. 1a R.cbe11e(~erTi.) •••••••• III,l7fr;V,8 

yarl •• y....................... XI 2,22 
Postage due .t •• pa:France first user III 22 
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NEW 

SEC RET A R Y , S * REP 0 R T 
July 15. 1953 t .o September 15. 1953 
MElt'IBERS, WELCOME: 

550 Streeter, Wilson W. '/744 79th. Place, • 
Brooklyn 27. N.Y. France. Mint & Used ••• 
French Colonies, Used only •••••••••••••• 

551 Brock. Fred C. MD. 600 So. Reese Place, ••• 
Burbank. California. France & Colonies •• 
War Covers, Classic and Modern •••••••••• 

APPLICATION PENDING: 
552 Harrielle, C.H. Newark, Illinois ••••••••• 

France and Colonies ••••••••••••••••••••• 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
18 Holtsizer, Ralph, to 202 ·Main Street •••••• 

Darby. Pennsylvania ••••••••••••.••.••••• 
377 Glanton. G.P. to 1118 1-2, West 37th ••••• 

Plac~, Los Angeles. California ••••.••••• 
RESIGNATION ~CElVED: 
500 Fiehl, Emma, K. Jackson Height 72, N.y •••• 
NOTICE * NOTICE * NOTICE 
The entire eleven volumes of the France & Cols. 
tlPhilateiist tl are still available to members ••• 
Send i12.00 to your Secretary. Single Volumes, • 
are priced as follow: Volume #1, i2.00 all the. 
others, from Vol. 2. to Vol. 11. il.OO each •••• 
Six issues per volume, single copies. Vol, 1, .• 
No. 1. ~1.00 all other issues priced 251 each •• 

Respectfully submitted 
Charles Bretagne 
Sec;retary. 
---------------------
MEMBERS' .lPPE.lLS 

Want and exohange notioes only;members only; 
on or two insertions only;no oharge. Thos. who 
r.ply will tlleeae offer, only what is asked. 

Wont.4-- France Histor1oal .llbum(pub.Barolay 
Pres.,Montresl). Prefer new,but acoeptabl. used 
copy might do. H.~1lton Jr.,% Nat10nal Bank, 
Jaokson, Mloh. (~mber ·526) 

Wsnt.d for study: dated oorner ~locks, also 
tull sheets 0 t Frano. 263 (2fr • .Aro de Triomphe). 
Will p'y postage both ways. Will purohase sny 
quantity of used multiples. Charl.a N.1dort, 
127 Cannon St. ,New York 2,N.Y.(~mber 364) 

For publi cation 1n this journal we want ten 
short artioles, w1th or without piotures,on any 
Colon1al stamp subj.cts(We ha~. oodles ot oopy 
oa Metropo11tan Frano.). Rditor,F.& C.P. Yes, 
we oan use longer 0010n1al artioles and some on 
ott1ces abroad, also. S.G.Rioh,Verone, N. J. 
(llember 2). 

Still ohas1ng the elus1ve oop1es of the 40c 
Type Sage w1th very early postmark dates: 1878 
and earlier on the N under Bi1880 and earlier 
on N under U. Fanoy prioe, as tor-.t1ne unused 
oopy, pa1d tor any 1tem earlier than dates now 
known. S.G.Rioh,Verona,N.J. (~mber 2) 
----------------------
lI:DITORI..lL 

The Group is very muoh 1ndebted to our mem
ber Mrs. Menninger tor the arduous and helpful 
task whioh she has done 1n oomp1ling the index 
to the Franoe & Colon1es Ph11atelist. Now any 
member oan readily determine Whether the matter 
he wants to know about has been treated, where 
the art10le ls.eto. . 

Jrhos. Menninger d1d us an 1ndex for the f .irst 
39 numbers, .whioh we published 1n No. 43. That 
index has been oonsolidated into ·the oUll8nt one. 

'!'bank you,lIra. Menninger. 
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Radio Features Stamp Program 
parllc:ular phUatellc interest .. this FreDCb alogan cuu:eUa

. acted recently by Heary No GoocUdDcl of Hew York Cltr. 
tranalatloD of the text is, "LWen to the radio 8Yery BUDd_Y' 

for the PhilateUc Courier" and this lDdlcat_ that _ weeklY' 
program Of Dews of Interest to damp conedon Is broadcaa1 

by RadJA Paris. 
Western Stainp Collector 
From THE STAMP COLLECTORS' FORTNICHTLY, AUGUST 8tb, 1953 

FRANCE 
Second Empire Centenary 

By PATRICK HAMILTON 

With unanimity of opinion, strikingly at variance with 
that prevaili~g today, the people of France had, in 
December 1848, elected Louis Napoleon, the nephew and 
step-grandson of the g reat Napoleon Bonaparte, as 
President of t·he Republic, with a clear majority of three 
and a half million votes. Three years later, by the now 
celebrated "Coup d'Etat"; Louis Napoleon made an end 
to constitutional government and by another plebescite 
this action was approved by the immense majority of 
7,439,216 to 740,737. 

Not satisfied with the bare possession of absolute 
power, Louis Napoleon hankered after the pomp and 
circumstance enjoyed by his great ancestor, and decided 
to re-establish the Imperial dignity. Yet a third plebe
cite was held on 21st-2'2nd November 1852, and by an 
even greater majority the Second Republic came to an 
end, the Second Empire was born and the Consul
President became the Emperor Napoleon III, this 
change of style being proclaimed on 2nd December, the 
anniversary of the. Coup d'Etat. 

On the ·same day, a decree was promulgated o rdering 
that in the futnre all stamps and coinage should not only 
bear the effigy of the Emperor, but also be inscribed 
"Empire Francaise". 

The design.er of the first Empire postage stamps was 
Jean Jacques Barre, who had been responsible for the 
previously issued French stamps .. Mons. Barre took as the 
basis of his design the Ceres type of 1849-50 which he 
adapted by the substitu tion of the Imperial portrait and 
the alteration of the inscription across the top to read 
"E~IT'IRE FRANC", the space at his disposal preclud
ing the inclusion of the full inscription as decreed. This 
final design, which was bro.adly similar to the 10 and 2-5 
centimes stamps which har!. been issued for ' the Presi
.dency .in 1852, but without the engraver's initial at the 
foot of 'the bust, was submitted to the Emperor and 
approved by him with the concurrence of the Empress. 

The first postage stamps of the Second Empire were 
issued a hundreu years ago when, on ]7th August 1853, 
values of 10 centimes and ' l franc were placed on sale. 
These were followed by a 40 centimes on 8th September, 

and a 25 centimes on 3rd November. This completed 
the current series, th~ previously issued 20 centiines 
stamp having been withdrawn in 1850 and the 15 cen
times on 1st July 1853, as revision of postal rates had 
rendered these values supedhlOus: 

All of the s'famps in the "Empire" series were electro
typed at. the National Mint in Paris under the direction 
of Mon. A. Hulot, in sheets of 300 arranged in two 
horizontally disposed panes of 150 on surface tinted 
paper. These were divided vertically into issue sheets of 
150 before being placed on s'ale; as in the case of previ'ous 
French stamps, these sheets were imperiorate. 

At the beginning of July 1854, new rates of postage 
authorised by a decree dated 20th May came into force. 
The basic inland letter rate was reduced from .25 to 20 
centimes and the rate for letters weighing between 15 
an d 100 grammes became 80 centimes instead of 1 franc 
as heretofore. At the same tiine a registration fee of 
20 centiines was introduced, before this d"duble ordinary 
postage had been charged, and prepayment became com
pulsory, the addressee being Hable for one and a half 
tiTIJes the due postage on all unpaid letters. 

These changes called for the issue of two new values, 
20 and 80 centimes and the withdrawal of the now un
necessary 2.5 centimes and 1 franc denominations. The 
20 centimes came first, being 'placed on sale on 1st July 
18:54, being followed three months· later by the 
80 centimes. 

Later in 1854, on 4th November, a new value was 
added to the series. This was a 5 centimes to prepay the 
rate on "'Cartes de Visites" circulating locally. The last 
val ue in the EmtJire type did not appear till six years 
later and was then very much overdue. On the 2.5th June 
18-56'a printe'd matter rate of 1 centime per 5 grammes 
had be~n introduced, and a newsp.aper rate of 2 centimes 
for 20 grammes with an additional centime for each 
additional 10 grammes had been imposed. As the lowest 
value stamp available was the 5 centimes, these had to 
be prepaid in cash until, under terms of a decree dated 
17th October 1859, the issue of a 1 centime stamp was 
authoriseil; this appeared on 1st November 1860. This 
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completed the "Empire" series. 

Bef.ore we consider the individual stamps, it must be 
noted that the M aster Die of the series was retouched 
as' regards t he Emperor's hair and the shading of the 
neck. In consequence, all plates made subsequently are 
from the retouched die, Die II. 

All of these stamps were issued in imperforate -state, 
but for the sake of convenience several firms used their 
own private perforations and roulettes. The most 
important of these was the house of Susse Freres, 
Stationers, of Pari,;;, who produced a perforating machine 
on the lines of that used by the British Post Office. This 
they offered to nhe Frenc'h government, but their pro
posals were n:jected on account of cost; they were, 
however, officially empowered to perforate the 
imperforate sheets of stamps issued by the post office for 
their own ends. 

Havi'ng failed to get the government to ;ldopt their 
machine, it would seem that Susse Freres used it as an 
advertising device to build up good-will, for they circu
lated postmasters offering to perforate their stamps for 
them and to supply them with perforated stamps
"commes les ,timbres Anglais et Americanes"-without 
extra charge. To describe their work as baillg like the 
British and U.S. of the period was sor4 1'hing of a 
stretch of the imagination, for although the principle 
was the same, the Susse machine produced very large 
holes-a gauge of 71 x 7. 

In the meantime the authorities at the Mint had not 
been idle and had evolved a comb machine gauging 
14 x 131. This -was used during September and October 
1862 to perforate supplies -of all the values then current, 
the 1, 5, 10, ro, 40 and 80 centimes. 

There is' not very much point in listing all the shades 
which may be found, for they ~re all in the catalogues; 
nor is their space in an article of this nature to detail 
the many minor electro varie ties which exist, particularly 
in the 20 centimes. There are, however, one or two 
items of interest outside the catalogue which the 
c.ollector may find of interest. 

First the aelebrated tete-beche varieties which are a 
feature of early French stamps. In the imperforates 
these are only Hlund on two values, the 80 centimes 
(where the 150th impression in each issue sheet is 
inverted) and the 1 franc (where stamp number 131 in 
each sheet presents a similar variety). In the perforate,d 
series stamp No. 150 in the right issue sheet is inverted, 
and V:e find this variety a]so in the 20 centimes, which is 
of course from Die II. In one p'rinting stamp 20 in one 
of the sheets is inverted, and in ,another printing the 
cliche affected is No. 90. In yet another printing there 
are three invertt:d impressions, Nos. 10 and 33 in one 
issue sheet, and No. 51 in the other. 

Besides varying greatly in shade. the paper also shows 
differences in texture. Among the imperforates, the 1, 5, 
10, 20, 40 and 80 centimes being found on thin paper, the 
80 centimes on very thin, and the 2D and 80 c'enttmes on 
thick wove paper. 

Another matter worthy of mention is that among the 
"shades" li'sted there are two deliberate colour ' changes. 
The first printings of the 5 centimes were in deep green, 
and this was found to be confused under artificial light -
with the roo centimes; In consequence on 1st May 1860 
the administration decided to change the colour to 
yellow-green. The 'progression of the ~ cen.times from 
shades of carmine to rose was also mtentlOnal, by a 
decree of February 1860. 

The scarcest of the Empire series are of cO~lfse the 
two values, the 25 centimes and. the 1 tranc, whIch were 
only on sale for fourtee,n months before being with
drawn. In anything like fine condition these two items 
take a lot of finding. Apart from these, the only stamps 
which are scarce in used state are the 20 centimes stamps 
printed in error on lhe green paper intended for the 
5 centimes. Most of tht: mint command high prices, but 
on numbers printed the 25 centimes is every bit as good 
as the 80 centimes in carmine, while the 1 franc is ten 
times better than either. 

I t is in the field of cancellations that the observant 
collector may pick up real bargains in this issue. Look 
out for these stamps cancelled with the lozenge of 
parallel lines used in the Papal States; tbis and "c E R" 
in a lozenge of dots comes from the French ,military 
occupation of Rome. 

The letters ' ''AC'' followed by one .or two other letters 
again in a lozenge of dots are postmarks of the French 
expeditionary force participating in the Crimean War. 
Similarly "AA" followed by ,another letter or by a 
number and a letter denoted th~ Army of the Alps, the 
victors of Magenta and Solferino. Other military mark
ings fourid on the Empire imperforates are "tES.A" 
Syrian expedition of 1856, "CEC" plus another letter, 
Chinese Expeditionary Corps', 1860, and '''C.E.M.' plus 
anothe'r letter for the ill-fated Mexican campaign. Th,ese 
last exist on imperforates, but are also found on the 
perforated stamps. 

Finally, 10, 20, 40 and 80 centimes imperforates were 
regularly issued and used during 1860-63 'in Cochin China; 
these are found with the cancel "CCH" in a lozenge of 
dots. Though not so scarce as some of the campaign 
markings, the Anchor markings from mail boats wliich 
are to be found on both the imperforate and the per
forated stamps in this type are quite good property, 
especially on covers. 
Courfesy of The Stamp Wholesaler. 

"Are you the gentleman who's been finding 
errors in the catalogue 7" 

FRANCE - DDerl .. ntal t1Dt. 
Dwllt"lrk , Arraa R.P.O. 

-- Lanclola an4 !Oar •• let 
1n Le. Annal •• 4. Phllat.ll •• 

..................................... 



Chandemagor: French India 
Chandernagor, which three years ago voted itself out 

of the >French Colonial posses'sions and back to its 
native India, was a tiny settlement about 20 miles above 
Calcutta on the banks of the River Hoogli. Its area 
was only three square ,miles and its population in 1926 
was 26,506, of whom all but a handful of French officials 
and business men were native Indians. (The total 
European, population of all the French settlements in 
India was only about '300 out of 400,000). As can be 
imagined, therefore, the postal importance of Chander
nagor was not large, and stamps bearing the postmark 
of the town are comparatively scarce. The circular 
date-stamp most usually met with ~hows at the top 
"INDE" and around the lower part "CHANDER
N AGOR" in seriffed capitals, with a dotted circle en
closing the middle space showing the date. Separating 
the two words are two fleurons, or (in rare cases) two 
stars. 

Although this cancellation is seldom met with, the 
writer's collection contains the following specimens:

lc. Ceres (S.G. 19); 4c. Ceres (S.G. 21); 15c. Ceres 
(S.G. 32) (with stars); 4c. Peace and Commerce (S.G. 
55) ; 25c. Commerce (S.G. 74). ' 

The 4c. Ceres is something of a mystery, for, ac
cording to Yvert, "it is believed that the 4c. was sent 
only to Cochin China, and all obliterations other than 
those of our Indo-Chinese possessions are considered 
to be false." It is an undoubted fact that the cancel
lation ilsualy found on this stamp is that of Saigon, 
Cochin China; but the Chandernagor cancellation on 
my mystery specimen is obviously genuine; the letters 
are right and are in the right places; the overall size 
is right (faked date-stamps often fall down on this elem
entary point); the circle of dots shows the correct 
numher of dots and in the right places in relation to 
the lettering ; and (most convincing fact of all) there 
are portions of two s trikes on the face of the stamp 
(faked cancellations always limit themselves to one, for 
obvious reasons). ' 

If the cancellation is genuine, what can the stamp 
be? It might conceivably be th e corresponding 4c. 
iS3ue of France (S.G. '180 or 181) with the perforations 
cut ' off, but what would be the object of cutting off the 
perforations of a Frencll. · "used abroad" of such rarity? 
There is no trac.e of perforation in my specimen, and 
on the contrary the bottom edge shows an irregularity 
for ab out 2 mm. as if the s tamp had been torn apart 
from its neighbours and perhaps squared off with 
scissors afterwards. 

The 4c. Ceres of France was issued 15th May, 1872 
and exists in two shades-clear grey ~nd "yellowish-grey 
with metaJlic reflections" (according to Yvert). The 
mystery stamp is yellowish-grey, but has no trace of 
"metallic reflections". The normal colour of the 4c. 
Ceres of French Colonies is described as pearl-grey in 
the list in Yvert, but as yellowis,h-grey in the text fol
lowing the list , from which the quotation given above 
is extracted. It was issued in September, 1876. 

Now the date of the mystery stamp is only half 
shown, but appears to be (1, 2 or 3) 1 (AU) G (7) 2, 
and so would be too early for thl: offi,cial issue in ]876. 
It is, of course, conceivable that the year is not 72 but 
82, but by that time two further issues had replaced the 
,C.eres, namely the Sage type and the Commerce type. 
Still, examples o f late usage of earlier issues are not 
un'comnion; the writer has a specimen of the 4c. Eagle 

' type clearly post marker Reunion : St. Denis: 92 DEC. 
89. ' 

These are the facts, apd if any reader can offer a 
con"int:ing solution it will be gratefully received by 
the writer. 

A. Broadbent. 

1n Sta_p Collectors Fortnlght17. HaT 30. 1~63 
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Help tor Puzzled Ones. 

Those among the membership who have puzzling 
questions about their stamps or covers that are 
within our tield, oan always get help via those 
ot us who are carrying forward the work ot this 
group. 

It you will put Just one quest10n into your 
letter, keeping it specifio, and will include a 
return envelope with postage on it, sending it 
to the Editor, it will be passed on to the one 
among the members who in his jud~ent oan most 
likely answer it. We cannot guarantee that in 
every oase we oan get you the reply-- but we'll 
do our best. Sometimes the editor may tind that 
a phone oell to one ot several people living in 
the aree tor whioh he ~oesn't have to pay tolls 
tor phoning, will give 'him the reply to return 
to you. 

Please respeot the tact that we are giving a 
volunteer, unpaid servioe, by making your query 
definite and inoluding the return envelope with 
postage on it. \\'e oan handle single inquiries-
but even two in a letter make it a burden. Send 
us another lett er with the other inquiry, maybe 
two or three days later. 
Forgeries of the 
General Colonial 

1881 Issue 

1881-86 DUBOIS TYPE.(Scott's Oommsrce type). 
The whole set was forged by Fournier. See dia
gram for a few characteristic signs -- (arrows 
point to discrepancies in the forgeries) - the 
lines behin~ the hair, white bar under "OOLO
lfIES,' lower left corner frame" final "E' of 
'REPUBLIQUE," shading of the right forearm,the 
hai~ projecting over flagetaff, ~rnament 0 n 
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- - - - ------- -------

~[NJ tL ~E~ if 
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right ar~. ropes on bundles and end of flag
staff touching. 

There is another' set of forgeries pe,rforated 
12 instead of l4xl,t in the originals. Other 
signs of these forgeries are: a contour line 
to the fl,ag, hair covers entirely the f 1 a g
staff, the white line under nCOLONIES' i~ aha
ded strongly underneath and at right, there is 
only one line of ahading on the right torear~, 
etc •.. 

Bearm mind the characteristics of the for
geries when coming to the surcharges of the i ,n
diy~dual colonies) ~f the stamp itself is a 
forgery, why bother about the surcharge? 

Rerun from 1~45 an4 1~48 
ln thla , Journal. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
This is on page 20 of this issue 

insteado~ in its usual position. 
-------------

MEMBERS' ~PPEALS. 
On page 20, in this number. 
2
Rerun frO!! our Hay-June Hlol5 nUlIIber, 
an~ still a rull,valld eorre.t 
state •• nt or the situation. 

About the -Richelieu· Overprint. 

DurinS IN3 .nd early IN4, tbere w •• quite. 
little dieeu.sion o~ the ·Ricbelieu· overprint 
put on the then ob.olete 1.50~ red brown Pet.in 
st.ap ot Pr.nce. Only brie~ aention of it w •• 
m.de in tb~. Pbil.teli.t,bec.u.e interelted .nd 
inforaed aeabers o~ the Group were coapiline ~ 
.rticlel, wbich .ppe.red in "St.ap.· a.ine Feb. 
1944 and 'Iouip" duriae K.y lN4. Requuts for 
infora.tion continue, bowever. 

The known f.ct. are: 
The "Ricbelieu" rubber h.ndlt .. ped overprint 

w ••• trictly unoffici.l, .pplied by per.onl in 
Rew York not connected with any orean of Prench 
eovernment (of .ny of tbe, tben eshtent .ectiom 
--De Gaullist.,Giraudi.tl,Pet.inistl), in mid
lN3, on Itaap. bought up alons N •••• u St. and 
upt.wn .tamp de.lerl' row. The device 'w.. tben 
put .board tbe battel.bip "Ricbelieu.-

No cover il yet known on wbich tbe .top with 
"Riehelieu" overprint .ctually paid postase or 
any p.rt of postage. 

It bas been dis.vowed as unknown,illesal and 
unautborized, by tbe French .uthoritiel. 

Coverabe.rins it .bow ~t cancelled b, ravor 
or by .ecident only. Its .tandins i. ex.etly .n 
air •• il etiruette made out of an obsolete atup, 
but unorfIe .lly .ade. 

Tbe' saae overprint on stamps of Senes.l and 
Mauritani. 11 of the same origin and standing, 
but is on stamp. still valid at the time. 

Any catalog listine does not affect tbe ease 
but is simply an error-- whether in the " Air 
Post Catalog" or in any present or future book 
published in Fr.nce. 

The price 1s tod.y being pegged by those who 
wish to .ee it "legitimized",and who are bu~ng 
up all copie., bidding them up to what they a1m 
to charge for it,as tbey appear on the market. 

The bands tamp is reported still to be 1n 
existence, and in hand. in which it could be 
used for making more copies or other varieties. 
8 E L D 0 M SEE N 
These are the rlr~ t Stallos of Ta~ ltl.wlth 

a n rl!tlng tt:'sl!dlblanee t o Altdrl;;;lll orecilneel$: 
their surChar;e ror~at Is t hat way. Sho~ by 
courtesy of HarlfJe(" ROOKe g. Co. rroTII an au::t ton 
catalog or 19.7. 
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Look again at the November 20 
to 23 notice,top of front page.
-----_ .. _-----
Combination Empire-Republic Covers 

Espeoially in 1871 , but not limited to that 
yelr, numerous oovers went through with Emp1re 
and Republio stamps used together. The rate to 
the United States is frequen~ made up with an 
800 rose Emp1re Laureate and a 40cRepublic.The 
Empire 80c stamps were onband in quant1t1es to 
fill ell needs on tL1s value unt11 some time in 
1872. 

These comb1nation covers are not very scarce 
and do not command e high pr1ce 1n the market, 
except wh en some spec1al feature adds to their 
VAlue. 
Courageous Battle of Free French 
Is Recalled By Bir-Hakeim Issue 

Western Stamp Collector 
 

From Agathon A. Aerni, Gim
els Stamp Department and Jean 
osset comes the illustration 
nd data about the stirring story 
f the battle of Bir-Hakeim. 
Lybia and Cyrenaica were the 

cenes of many battles in the 
940-42 period and in the latter 
ear the Suez Canal was in 
anger. The "Afrika Korps" 
nder the command of Field 
arshal Rommel and Italian 

roops made their way to the 
ontiers of Egypt. , Bir-Hakeim 

ecame the first victory of the 
France Combattante," under 
eneral Leclerc. . 
The Bir-Hakeim stamps mark

d the 10th anniversary of that 
attle. The stamp was issued in 
aris on June 14, and elsewhere 
 France June 16. 
The story behind the issue is 

ne of a destroyed house and a 
ort of fountain in the middle of 
n immense desert which was 
xposed to violent winds of sand, 

for that was Bir-Hakeim. In 
1942 it became a sort of cardinal 
point covering the southern 
flank of the retreating allied 

troops. 3600 men, under the 
command of General Koenig, re
ceived the order to bar the way 
to Egypt by defending this wild, 
windstruck spot that was Bir 
Hakeim. 

From May 27 to June 10, 1942 
the French soldiers endured the 
siege of two German and Italian 
divisions. Continuous bombard
ment marked the warfare and 
three different times on June 1, 
Sand 5, the enemy tried, without 
success, to obtain the capitula
tion of the French troops. The 
heroism' of the French soidiers 
was marked by a special commu
nique of the' British High Com
mandment, and in 1943 a monu
ment was inaugurated at Bir
Hakeim, in the middle of the 
cemetery where the deserted 
house had once stood alone. The 
monument bears an immense 
Croix de Lorraine (Cross of Lor
raine), the emblem of the 
"French Combattante." Now in 
1952 we find ' the monument re
produced on the stamp which 
honors the courage of the men 
who fought at Bir-Hakeim. 


