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The Channel Islands 01 France 
By G. J . RAYMOND 

Picture and Mtic1e by CDurte4y of Western Stamp Collector, August 31, 1954 

Most collectors are quite fa
miliar with Britain's channel Is
lands, and their postmarks on 
British stamps are eagerly sought 
and collected. Practically un
known, however, are the other 
tiny islands in that group which 
belong to France. These are called 
Les nes Chausey, and we are told 
that there are 52 islands at h}gh 
Water, 365 at low water! Few are 
inhabited at all, anti only La 
Grande-Ile has a permanent pop
ulation. Two miles ~ong and on~ 
mile at its widest point, it is lo
cated about 8 miles from G"an
ville on the French coast, and 28 
miles from Jersey, in the British 
Channel Islands. 

After a stormy history as an 
abode of pirates and smugglers, 
the island now is a popular re
sort for visitors from Granville, 
St. Malo, · and Chanml Islands 
ports. There are several hotels, 
a lighthous~ a church, shops, and 
a small, tidy vi.age. 

There is no official post office, 
but letters may be dropped in a 
mllilbox on the island. The letters 

are collected regularly and are 
marked with the interesting ship 
cachet illustrated above. Often 
the cachet is applied directly over 
the stamps. This mark is of 
course not an official one, but 
does serve nicely to identify the 
Qrigin of the letter, and has been 
compared to the unusual mark
ings found on letters from Tris
tan da Cunha prior to 1951. 
French· stamps are used, but as 
there is no post office,. the stamps 
must pe brought from France, or 
perhaps are sold by one of the 
hotels as a courtesy to guests, 
when the supply permits. 

Letters from La Grande ne 
first reach an official post office 
at Granville, where the stamps 
usually receive the additional 
Granville postmark. John Simp
son, in Stamp Coleating, ~London) 
has reported an i:ateresting 
earlier cachet of 1921, a double
lint circle enclosing the wor9.s 
"Islee/Chausey I (Manche) ,' with 
a cross at the bottom. It is not 
known when the present cachet 
was placed in use, or who ac
tually applies it to letters. 

Readers who might like to ob
tain B . cover with this unusual 
mat1<ing are cautioned that in 
preparing a cover, they- MUST 
plac~ unused French stamps (30 
francs to the U.S.A.) on the cover 
in advance. International Reply 
Coupons, coins, etc. are useless on 
the £Sland for this gurpose. Your 
fav.odte dealer will be glad to 
supply lWu with a variety of at
tractiv~ mint French issues. Then 
perhaps a polite request will 
bring resulPi from '1,'he Manager, 
Hotel D~ Fort et De~ Iles, La 
Grende Ile, TIes ChalJ.sey, via 
Granville, (Manche), France. But 
do be certain to place proper 
postage on ~our outside envelope, 
(8¢ sea mail, 15¢ by air). En
closing a few nice stamps or send
ing along an interesting pictorial 
~agazme ~ill do much to help 
hIm keep hIS present good opinion 
of philatelists. The result will 
be far-from-common cover 0' 
more than usual interest and 
me.rit. Information in these para
graphs is gratefully acknowl
edged to Mr. William O. Newport 
and Stamp Collecting, (London). 
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FOURTH 

L E S G 0 R CONTEST 

To be held at the Group's Meeting, Jan. 4,1955 

Same rules, limitations ot material, etc as in 
the 1954 Lesgor Contest. 

For .2Q.th Oentu1'1 France or Frenoh Colonies or 
--,renoh Offices or Frenoh stamps in usa~ 

abroad. 

Two divisions: 
Class A: Original researoh on any stamp 

or issue. 
Class B; Studies not primarily of the 

reseerch nature, but on an, one 
sta mp or issue wi thin the scope 
of the contest. 

Awards in e,ch class; Main prize for best e.try 
of any sort. 

No entry fee; but members sending from out Of 
the Resident area have to pay return carriage. 

20 wall frames, each holding 12 album pa~es of 
normal size (9 Scott Internat.ional pages) will 
ba available. 2 frames is the neoessary lim1t. 

Judges w'\.ll bequal1fied outsiders. 

Competitors should notify Mr. Gustave Witten
berg,106 Cabrini Blvd. ,New York 33,N. Y., before 
Deo. 24th----yes, before Dec •. 24th-- what they 
propose to enter and in whioh olass. 

Competitors should send exhibits care of the F. 
& C. Group, Collectors Club, 22 East 35 St.,New 
York 16, N.Y. in time to arrive not later than 
Dec. 31. They mIlY bring their material on Jan. 
4 ins11e ad of sending it, if they sO desire. 

Only materi.l in the frames will be judged. 

Material arriving or brought after 8 p.m., Jan. 
4th will be declined place. 

Rave no inhibitions that your material may ba 
"too weak~ or of »too little interest.~ 

Exhibits previously entered in any yearts Les
gor Contest, or shown befor e the Group at any 
meeting, must have been substantially altered, 
extended, or improved to be eleigible o 

EXhibits which were in any previous year's Les
gor Contest,or which were shown before the F. 
& C.G. at any meeting, must have been altered, 
extended or improved substantially, in order 
to be eligible in this Contest. There is not 
any restriction save that previous winners of a 
top class award or the Main Prize may not show 
the material that won such award. 

).et no t this short notice make you stay out 0 f 
thi s Con test. 

----------------
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CFA 
The Various Franos 

No less than seven different groups of money 
ere used a8 s~andard in various parts of the 
Frenoh Union, aooording to our new member, Mr. 
J'rederio Muhlenheim. We ~e indebted to himtbr 
the information in this artiole. 

A. The Paris franc, now approximately 310 to 
the dollar, or $.0029 per frano, is the money 
of: 

Metropolitan France 
Algeria 
Frenoh Guiana 
Guadeloupe 
Martinique 

Inini 
Monaco 
Moroooo 
Tunisia 

B. The "C.F.~." f'rano(Colonies Fran9aises 
d 'Afrique), of which ' 1 equals 2 Paris francs, is 
th e money of: 

Cameroons ~dagascar 
FraDh Rquatorial Atrioa Reunion 
Frenoh West Afrioa St.Pierre. 
Comoro Islands Miquion 

The Frenoh stamps used in Reunion are chang
to values 

The Frenoh stamps used in Reunion are 
changed to values in this money. Hence we get 
only the stamps surcharged with CFA and new 
values, since Reunion became a Deoartment, not 
• colony. No unsurcharged French - stamps found 
use in Reunion, though they did so in the other 
oversea Departments, which are all on the Paris 
franc money. 

C. The Djibouti france, of which 1 equals 
1.65 Paris francs, is the money of: 

Somali Coast Djibo~ti 
D. The Paoific Colonies franc( · 'C.P.F~1 , of 

which 1 equals 5.50 Paris francs,is the n:meyof: 
New Caledonia French Ooeania 
~allis & Futuna Islands 

E. The gold frenc of New Hebrides is equal 
to 88 Paris fran os. 

F. The piastre of' Indo-China and its parts 
is e qual to 6 Paris francs. 

G. The rupiah of French India is e qual to 
7.50 Paris franos. 

These r e lations should enable anyone to know 
what the e qu~l amount in U. S. money is for any 
stamp and henoe what rate it is intended for. 

Since the CFA surcharged French stamps use d 
in Reunion are listed under that oountry in the 
Scott and other catalogs, we forbear to use any 
space for a list of them here. 
Martini'lue:British postal :)ervices 

Our members, Robert G. Stone and Ralph Holt
iier, published a well illustrated article on 
his subject,comprehensively covering both the 
ccupations by the British and the Packet Agency 
o its end in 1878,in "The Philatelist" of Oct. 
954. Copies can be har! from the publisher, 
egent Stamp Co.Ltd.,50 ~all Mall,London s.w.l, 
ngland, at 38 cents post free (Remi t in u.s. 
int postage). 

Because the complications, anomalies, and the 
roblems not yet solved are mentioned; because 
overs are illustrated and explained;because tre 
eal difficulties are meti ·this. article is m«>re 
seful than its apparent scope ~hows. It helps 
n other French Colonies. Why,oh why, did not 
he authors or editor Robson I..owe mention that 
oth authors are F.& C.Group members? 

---S.G.R. 
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1914 to 1935. 

Native Market Type 
Scott Nos. 79 to 137; type A28. 

TYPE 1. - The tree branches are minutely detailed. 
~ The vignet t e fits the fra~e . . 

The H ne 1s broken. (Arrow over native' a head.) 

TYPE II.- The 
The 
The 

tree branc hes are lesa detailed and more fanne~ 
vignette is wider and ov~rlarping the frarn~. 
li ne (Arrow), ls unbroken • .tr 

out. 

" TYPE II. 

f" -. SENE G AL . ~ ~ 
I.. ____ _ -- =-_ .. __ • 

VARIETIES OF THE TYP~ 

The varlety Ia has two distinct breaks (Arrows. ) 
Var.b,d,e, have addltl onal constant varletles,re ~eated 

ln most of the values from later yeara. 
Vartety Ie hAS not been found so far but exlsts in Var lac. 

...3 AR. 111.6 ·~I 

III 
A study by Adrien Boutrelle, with aid end 
some materiel from Daniel H.Roberts. The 
photographic work is by Mr. Boutrelle. 

In No .75, May-June 1954, ~';r. Roberts showed 
us the exi s tence of two types in the vignettes 
on this issue. Mr. Boutrelle now brings us +,he 
photograplic evidence to supplement Mr.Roberts' 
fine diagrams; an d has gone a step onward. He 
has found a series of varieties in ~ype I. Here 
tr ese varie t ies ere pictured. 

The interpretation of these varie t ies is yet 
to be made. Thus far,nothin g seems to be known 
as to whet her they ere si multaneous or success
ive, or es to +'beir origin. It is eesy to meke 
a guess; meny different guesses or hypotheses 
can each be wholly plausible. 

But, pending the use of large multiples whioh 
will show the varieties and whether they hove 
occu~red together, as well as copias on which 
postmarking dates will give us the order of the 
oocurrence of the varieties, nothing that is 
really sure can be seid-- exoept that all these 
yarieties do exist. 

Readers will notioe that the var~eties,which 
are all of Type I, are named I.,Ib, ••••••••• and 
also Ieb,Iac.,Iat,Iae. That is to indioate, for 
example, that variety lab shows varieties ·Ia 
and Ib t oget.her. Likewise, variety I .ae has the 
upper gap of Ie and both the lower gaps of Ia. 
~d so on for all. 

_·_--X .. -.- - --- . 

~.~~ VAR.Id •• 

AD ... "" IOuTRUL5 

Variety Ie is not picturea,sinoe it has not 
been found alone, but only in oombination with 
Variety Ia. This forms lac, as pictured. If it 
occurred alone, it would be the curved vertical 
line and break next to it,at the arrow in the 
picture on lao. 

(Cen it be that plate breakage turns lab ,by 
bending of 8 loose bit of copper,downwards,into 
Iac, and that when this bit breaks oft we get 
Iad?---Xdit.or, F. & C. P •••• this is striotlya 
plausible guess.) 

~terial which will show whether the various 
flaws intergrade,will also be helpful. Does, as 
one case, the pair of breaks Of Variety 1. , oome 
into being as first a single small break, whioh 
grows and is added to by another? Do P98tmarks 
with dates show that this is really a ~rowth of 
• flaw? 

These vignettes are printed by letterpress, 
from electrotype plates. We do not yet know how 
many plates--one two, or more?--were in use for 
the Type I stamps. It seems that suoh informat
ion is not to be had, but must be dervived from 
study of the aotu~l stamps. Much material, much 
more, inclusing multiples and date- bearing used 
oopies,is needed. Who will help these two Bager 
Minds, by loan, gift or sale of material? 

Please ferer to both No.75 and No. 76, when 
you consider this problem,8s the information in 
No. 76 will forestall repeating work that has 
already been done. 
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FRANCE'S 1.50 Frs. AIR MAILS OF 1930-31 
E. I. P. A. 30 INITIALS 
Three Different lssues 

---------- by Henry M. Coodkind ---------

This is an alT· mail issue, which, in our opinion, has never been properly understood 
in this country. Ever since the stamps have been cataloged by Scott, we have questioned 
their listings as entirely accurate because they neither are in chronological order nor depict 
the 1.50 frs. air mails of 1930-31 as they we re issued and sold. 

First Issue 

There is no misunderstanding about the first stamp. The 1.50 frs. denomination 
(shown as design Scott API) is the first definitifJe air mail stamp of France. It was 
issued in June 1930 with a carmine color for a special flight that carried air post at the 
Vincennes Aviation Meeting. Afterwards, this denomination saw much use on the regu
la r air mail service. One must remember that a regularly scheduled civilian ai r post 
se rvice back in 1930 was just about starting. Extensive public use was slow, fear st ill 
being existent about the danger of flying. The era of experiments, pioneer barnstormers 
and trial flights had just about ended. Govf; rnments now were steppipg in to conduct a 
set schedule of air mail. 

Se.:ond Issue 

An Intern ational Air Post Exposition was held in P ar is at the Pavilion de Marsan 
from November 6 to 20, 1930. Typical of most international philatelic exhibitions, the 
Committee for the 1930 Exposition had been successful in prevailing upon the French 
l\.1inistry of Posts to issue a special stamp. 

The same design (Scott API) was used fo r another 1.50 frs. air mail , only the color 
was changed from carmine to ultramarine. This was ready for sale on the opening day 
of the Exposition, November 6, 1930. It was not lold at its face fJa lue, but only along 
w ith a tidet of admission t o th~ Exposition for 1.50 frs. plus 5 frs . In addi tion, all 
copies of the new ultramarine stamp had been punched with the initials "E. I. P. A. 30", 
this being the abbreviation of "Exposi tion Internationale de Paste Aerienne 1930".1 

The sta mps were printed in sheets of 25 (5 x 5) 2 The initials were perforated four 
different ways on the sheet, facing left , right, normal and reversed. All sources we con
sulted mention this fact 3, but we were unable to 19Cate one that explained the reason for 
punching the initials in this manner. Figs. I and 2 show a complete sheet of 25 punched. 

During the Exposi t ion il) Paris from November 6th to 20th, several special fligh ts 
were made 4. Special souvenir post ca rds were printed for this usage and sold at 5 francs 
each (Fig. 4). Each post card was numbered. Mention is made of "a se ries of 3 post 
cards" 3, but we have seen only one type. From November 12th to 16th, official trials 
with fast air mail between Paris, a neighboring capital of a nearby country, and back: to 
Paris all within one day were carried out. For in stance, one such flight went from 
Paris-Brussels-Paris. All mail was cancelled with a special large ci rcular device (Fil!. ~). 

Fig. I . A complete sheet of 25 of the 1.50 frs . ultramarine punched with the init ia ls 
E. I. P. A. 30 for sale at the International Air Post ExpoSition November 6-20, 1930. This 
sheet is from the Adrien Boutrelle Collection. Mr. Boutrelle supplied all photographs for 
this article with his compliments. 

The stamp used on these post ca rds was the 1.50 frs. ultramarine with the initials 
E. I. P. A. 30. (Fig. 5). Mr. J. Le Pileur, P r.es ident of the Organizing Committee of 
the Exposhion recol'ded'4 that this mail weighed II kilogs and consisted of 2,514 ca rds. 

The wri ter possesses a mysterious post card which he purchased at aNew York 
auction a few years ago. The stamp on this card is not the ultramarine but the 1.,,0 frs. 
carmine punched with th e initials E. I. P. A. 30. (Fig. 6) This card was sent by Mr. 
S. L . Bayer, now the proprietor of the Penny Black Stamp Co., 116 Nassau St., New 
York, N . Y ., and addressed to himself " Paste Restante" ( Fig. 7). No French catalog 
nor reference source consulted by us mentioned the ca rmine stamp with the E. I.P. A. 30. 
Upon imluiry recen tly. Mr. Bayer remembers the 19.'l0 Paris Air Post Exposition vividly 

Oii.A!"-Il3 ElPA30 E.I.P.A.30 

Fig. 2. The same sheet as shown in Fig. 1 but with the color of the basic stamps filtered 
to better d isplay the initials and how they were punched into the sheet, It would seem 
from examination that two vert ical rows were punched in one operation. 

w hich h~ attended. H e recollects that someone had some of the 1.50 frs. carmine air 
mails with the punched initials. He bought some copies, using most of them on mail. 
Although he cannot account for th e existence of the ca rmine st amp pl,1nched , we surmise 
th at perhaps a few sheets were punched by favor , being unofficial. Of course, the ca rmine 
stamp still was valid for postage in November 1930. so that its use w ith or without the 
initi als was permissible. If anyone has further information about the carmine stamp 
with thf punched E. 1. P. A. 30, the writer would welcome he aring from him. 

Third Issue 

Almost one year later, this 1.50 fr s. air mail was re-issued on July 22, 1931 and 
remained in use for regular air mail fOr a number of years.1 The 1931 re-issue is easily 
distinguished from the 1930 stamp. First of all , the color is a decid ed blue, not ultr a
mar ine. And also the impression of th e re-issued sta mp is not as dear and sharp as e n 
the 1930 ·issue. D ue to its IOl1l!est sale and use, the 1931 re-issue remains a compa.ra
tivelv common stamp. 

B 

Fig. 3 . The special cancellations used on fl ights during the 1930 Air Post Exposition . Accord
ing to Champion's Air Post Catalogue. these two types of cancels were useq . 

Catalog Tn'tment 

N ow with this background, let us consult the Scott Catalogue listings. The first 
edition used is ·the 1941 Scott Air Post Stamp Catalogue with the following: 

"'930 C6 AP, 1.50 fr. deep ultramarine (60,000) __________ $1.50 
a.) Re-issue, worn plate '3' __ . _____ . ___ ._._ .25 .06" 

The text notes before this listing read : 

" Issued November 6th, 1930, and sold exclusively at the International Air Post 
Exhibition, Paris, November 6th-20th, 1930. 

uThe stamp was sold at its face value plus 5 francs, the price of a ticket of ad
mission to the exhibition. This special stamp being of the same design as regular air 
mail issue, authorities decided to perforate those sold ' at the exhibition with the initials 
'E . I. P. A. 30' (Exhibition International· de Paste ·.Aerienne) so as to distinguish 
th.,em from a re-issue which would sell at a notmal fac~ 'value of 1.50 fr o 

" l n 1931 impressions of No. C5 were made from worn plates and placed on sale 
at Post Offices at face value. These impressions have the lines of the clouds and back
ground faint an9 broken." 

Scott issued another Air Post Stamp Catalogue in '1942. France C6 remained un
changed . The next edition of this catalog was '946, wherein the following ' altered listing 
is found : 
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Fig. 4. An example of one of the Special Post Cards used for the Special Flights during , Fig . 6 . The front of a Post Card franked with the mysterious CARMINE stamp perforated 
November 1930. E. I. P. A. 30. This has the cancellation Champion Type B. 

"1930-3 1 
C6-AP, 

Unwmkd. Perf. 13 
1.50 fro deep ultramarine (60,000) .. ___ .... _ ... _ ... ____ $10.00 7.50 
a. Without perf initials _ .. ___ . _ _ .. ~_.--.-- .. - - .. - 6.00 .15 

Re-issue, Worn P late. 

b. 1.50 fro bright ultramarine ('31) _ .. _ .. __ ._ .... __ ... _ 25.00 
c. 1.50 fro dark ·blue ('31) . _____ 1.00 
d. 1.50 fro blue ('31) ......... __ ._ .... _ ... _ .............. _ ...... _ .. _ 1.00 

'5·00 
.05 
.05" 

Fig. 5 . The address side of one of the Special Post Cards also franked with the ultramarine 
stamp punched E. I. P. A . 30 with a cancellation Champion Type A. 

There is no change in the text notes of the Scott 1946 edition from the previous 
1941-42 editions. 

Scott has discontinued its Air Post Stamp Catalogues after the 19-16 edition. There
fore from then on, one must consult "the Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue Vol. 
II" for the listing on France C6. Outside of the omission of the text notes, one fi nds 
the same listing of this issue in Scott from 1947 through the 1950 editions. But in dte 
1951 Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue is this amended list ing: 

"C6 AP, 1.50fr. dark blue ('31) .... _._ .... _ ......... __ .............. _ ...... $ .75 .08 
a. 1.50 fro ultramarine _____________ . ______ . _______ ._________ 3.50 .1 0 

b. With perf. initials (E1PA30) .. __ ....... _._ .. _. __ 10.00 10.00 

liFirst printings of C6a and C6b were sold exclusively at the International Air Post 
Exhibition, Paris, November 6-20, 1930. The stamp was sold at its face value plus 
5 francs, the price of a ticket of admission to the exhibition. Most of the stamps of 
the first printing were perforated with the letters 'E I PA30'." 

The above listing and pricings with the text notes thereafter have remained unchanged 
up to the current edition of lithe Scott Standard Catalogue". 

In contrast, "the Sanabria Air Post Catalogue" has two major listings for this 1.50 
frs. air mai l stamp. San. No.6 is the 1930 ultramarine wi th the in itials E. I. P. A. 30. 
San. No. 6a is this same stamp unpunched. San. NO.7 is the commoner 1931 blue 
re-issue, while San. No. 7a is the scarcer dull blue shade of this issue and 7b is the 
scarcest bright ult ramarine color. The Sanabr ia catalog prices reflect the comparative 

Fig. 7. The address side of the Post Card shown in Fig. 6. 

value of each distinct color quite accurately. The only matter of slight criticism with the 
Sanabria catalog is the difficulty many may have to distinguish between San. 63, the 
deep ultramarine. and 7b, the bright ultramarine. 

It is our opinion, shared by many others, that Scott to be consistent with its text 
notes should list the 1930-31 issues similar to that in Sanabria. We never could under
stand why the original 1930 issue should be listed as a minor variety of the 1931 .re
issue. The reasoning behind this may be that the 1931 re-issue is a common stamp, the 
one most collectors have, so that must be the majo r number. If Scott were to revise their 
listing, we believe th at the 1930 ultramarine with the initials E. I. P . A. 30 could be 
listed, as Frana CB I because this stamp was not sold for its face value of 1.50 frs., but 
like a semi·postal of 1.50 frs. + 5 frs. 

Our reasons for this suggested revision in Scott seem logical. The 1930-31 1.50 frs. 
air mails a re two difffrellt issues, easily distinguished by color and impression. The 
present listing, in our opinion, deprives many of collecting a most interesting stamp, 
because a number of collectors using Scott bypass minor listings. Certainly an air mail 
stamp specialist should not follow Scott and be conten t with only a copy of the common 
C6, the 1931 1.50 frs . blue re-issue. The saddest collector to us is the one who claims 
that he is nea rly complete. Upon inquiry one finds that many in such a group mean 
complete h}' major numbers in Scott. A collector reach in!! a dead -end often loses interest. 
For his own sa ke. he should be advised to widen his field and not delude himself that 
"he is nearly complete except for a few grea t rarities." That is why we regard separ ate 
major listings of this issue as a real service to collectQrs. 

t Theodore Champion " Catalogue de la Po.te hrieune," 193 ... . pal'e 75. 

t Champion'. " Bulet in Men.ud". June 1930 pagc 35. 

I "L'Echo dc Timbrologic" O(tobcr 1930 pr. 1186-7. 

4 "L'Echo de Timbrologie" 1930, page 1434. 

• (S ic) Exposition Internuiolla le. 
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our .'los. 4:5 and 
sout hampton and. 

Other British 
tt K 11 tt 

Canoellations 
on 

Frenoh Stamps. 

Readers of the Journal, "The Philatelist, "the 
postal history magazine published monthly by 
Robson Lowe Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, S.W.l, 
Englend, are finding a comprehensive serielon 
this subject in it, beginning with the November 
1949 number. This series is of great use to 
those interested in either early or current 
cancellations on French stamps. 

We may find it possible to reprint parts 
de~ling with our subject, later on. This depends 
on whether there is enough demand from our own 
membership, and whether more urgent copy might 
crowd it out. Till the instalment covering th~ 
Moveable Boxes used in the ~~diterrane8n,and at 
Suez, and east of Suez ,eppears, we can not 
know whether French stamps are involved in the 
usage in those areas. 

Meanwhile, we mention that MB marks of the 
same styles as Southampton (See F.& C. Phil,No. 
42,page 24) are reported Bnd picture4 from the 
following: London, Dover,Newhsven, Folkstone, 
.Tersey and Weymouth. London end Southampton are 
the only users of the rece~ circle types (See 
F.& C. Phil.No. 44, p. 6). All the others are 
tl;\e "milestone" or octagon type, with the size 
not the same for all offices. Renge of dates of 
use is 1856 to 1938. 

Before the war, there was a daily .t.a.ship 
.ervice,run by the Southern ~ail.ay of Great 
Britain, bet.een Le Bayr. an~ SoUth .. ptoD, with 
the ship. Nor.anna and Bantonia in seryi.e, if 
.y .e .. ry is r~ht. At the Bayre and, a bos fer 
.. il .a. bun& at tbe end of the ~an~ay.Letter. 
for Great Britain could be .ailed in thi.,until 
tbe ~n~ay wa. lifted. Letter. thus .ailed,~t 
cancelled by the po. tal seryies at south .. pten, 
wi th the poat.ark pietu ..... 

"K.B.· fIIeal}s ~ : KOyable Dos,· 
not "Mobile Dos· a. u.ually 
.tated. That for. of tbe n .. e 
1s unofficial and a literal 
takin~-oyer of tb~ na.e i. 
Frencb. 

The writer went to all tbe 
botber of ~ettin~ a coyer sent to hi •• elt, p.r 
tbe sood offices of an old friend tb.n re.1dins 
1n Le Bayr ..... r.ly a w •• k attorr.eeYias it, be 
ca.e aero •• a 3t Mers.n lilao .itb tbi. yery 
sa.e cancellation;and just reeently be lecured 
a 2t or~an~e .nd sey.ral S.w.r. and Pa.teurs--
aU witb it. 

Thia service 1 •• till runnin&,but at tbe last 
.e bea .. d (s ... er of 1948), there are onlJ t.o 
departure. a week eacb .ay, a. tbere wa. onlJ 
one stea .. r on tbe seryice. 

We baye often·. wondered wbat tbe cancellation 
would .be on a l.tter addre.sed to France,.ailed 
at tbe Soutba.pton .nd. Who can tell us, 

-- L. La_urowr. 
(Editor.s addition: The K.B. ~~-~-'H~AM~~-~-

of Soutb .. pton date. far baok ~FlIANCE~ 
into tbe earlier daIS. It abow. 
various for •• , but always tb. 
.a.e readin~,.ubatantial1y.Thl. 
rounded-otf oeta.on for. wa. 
regul.ar in the 1880's, and 18 takAtn trOll a Sale 
Se in tbe editor's collectionJ 
 

Increase in Group Dues. 
1~ch to the rgret of your Officers,s 

raising of tre dues from $1.00 to~1.50 
for non-resident members, and from 
$2.00 to $2.50 for resident members in 
the Parent. Chapter, has become needful. 
Your Directors took the neoessary act
ion, with the approval of the members 
present also, in October, and the vote 
to ratify will be taken at the meeting 
in December, notice of which, Dec.7th, 
is hereby given. 

The sale reason for increase is the 
increasing cost of mal nt.ihing all the 
activities, and especially of getting 
out the Philatelist. We have delayed, 
fer later than most stamp societies,in 
raising the dues. 

~ e~un rro~ cur Vol. ~ No.', 
May, 19~4,~lth o~lss1oh Dr 
lfie Ite~ no~ kno~n not t o 
telong In this ~roun. 

PAQUEBOTS DE LA KIDIT!RRAN!E 

In IL ea paque bo ta P'raniaia et leur e Cachets n 

by Bou~selet,Marechal,P'rancola and our own re
gretted Gilbert (Editions du Graouli, Paris, 
19~6) are illustrated the following marks, 

c 

~- - 3/"'''' _ ~ 

PAOUEBOTS ~, 
, DE LA . '1 mm 

DITERRANEE I '--____ --J "" 

,<- - 28 --l: 
-!> ' , 
, PAQUEBOTS 

I ~ • DE LA • B 
, MEDITERRANEE -> '--____ .J 

The.e mark. were applied at the Bureau Mar
itime of Maraeille on all correspondence arri
ying on 'rench packets from the Far East and 
the Near East.They are therefore arrival marka 
or tran.it marks. The oldest marks are those 
in the oblong frames and they appear in l6~7. 
These are of two types(P'ige. A and B) differing 
only in size. I have aeen them still in use in 
1672 or th~reabouts. They are not particularly 
rare. They are uBually struck in red and very 
occasionally in black. 

Much scarcer is the mark in the double oval 
(Fig.C). It 18 almost alwaye Btruck in red and 
exceptionally in blue. This mark makee its ap
pearance in 1645. 

These markings are alwaYB applied 0 nth e 
front of the cover an.d they Bometimee B tr1 ke 
the stamp. On the back iB the Mareeille dated 
poetmark - usually but not alwaYB. 

Mails arriving in Marseille by other than 
French packets received instead Circular dated 
poatmarkB such aB,Pag.Ang. - - Mareeille, Outre-
Mer--Marseille, Col.fra.v.angl., POBe.angl.v. 
Suez--Maraeille, Indee Or.--~ arseille, etc •••• 

Vaurie 



31
France used in the Overseas D6partments 

We started listing this material in No.73,1n 
wh10h Mr. Stone listed those items e1ther 8een 
or reported to him,for Guadeloupe(.Tan.-Feb.'54). 
We further reported s1milar 1tems 1n Martinique 
use, t~m Mr. gatf1eld, 1n No. 74; end more ot 
Guadeloupe from Mr. Stone 1n No. 76. From these 
two sources we now have these further reports: 

Guadeloupe use: 
Mir1anne de Gandon:18t deep red(Stone) 
Arms ot Provinces: 

lt P01tou (Stone, Hatf1eld) 
2f Champagne (stone) 
3t Deuphin6 (Hatt1eld, Stone) 

Haute Couture 30t (Stone) 
SpDrt$~ 20t Swimming (Hatfield) 

30t Fencing (Hatfield) 
40t Cenoeing (atone) 
50t Rowing (Hatt1eld) 

Airma1l: lOOt Mystere IV .Tet (Hattield) 
French Gu1ana use: 

15t red ~rianne de Gandon, on oover with 
Frenoh Guiana No. 206,20f ot 1947 
red brown, cover to Trinidad. 

No further MartiniqUe uses are reported up to 
now. 

No uses should be expected from St.Pierre-M1q~
lon because its currency is not the Paris trano 
but that ot African oolonies. Likewise, Reunion 
is on the African trano and so hes ell its .e~ 
ioa by French stamps revalued in terms of that 
money, by overprinting. 
.tAile de Moulin" or ''Windmill Sail'l Plate lorm, 
used for Frenoh Stamps 1876 to 1924 
and Two Types in one "SaiP'or Pane. 
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Ona Side] 
or halt 
all ot 
same type. 

t 
Wide gutter for 
outting sheets 
into helves. 

The halves are upside down 
rela tion to each other. 

tne side 
( or halt 

with 1he 
2 types 
in it. 

1n 

Millesimes opposite level at the 
asterisks, on each halt. 

Make-up ot each electro in two small 
sub_panes with narrow gutt~r,shown. 

The 25 stamps at a sub-pene show only 
on one such unit. 

(Diagram by Sohellens,copied 
from his oommunioations). 

• 
 
The regular sheet stamps of this period were 

printe d in sheets ot 300 ordinary size stamps cr 
150 larger size, whioh were diVided in each eme 
into two off10e or oounter or sale sheets, 150 
or 75 stamps eaoh aO'cording to size. The' faot 
that the cut margin between the halves at the 
manufaoture sheet is always at the right of any 
otrioe sheet of stamps .is well known. 

Our member Mr. Riohard Schell ens called into 
notiae in a letter some time ago that the cause 
ot this condition might not be familiar. From 
his letter, the Kohl Handbook, Maury's handbook 
and other souroes, we assemble intormation. 

Each sheet as printed is ma~from a form of 
locked-up electros, rules and furniture, whioh 
oontains siz electros. These each print 50 of 
usual size or 25 of large size stamps. They are 
set in two oolumns, three electros eaoh, with • 
wide gutter between, end with gutters of stamp
height between the electros in one (either) of 
the colunms. 

But the two oolunms are set tete-beche with 
relation to each other. The sparating gutter of 
the printed sheet is always to the ~. of the 
sheet of pane of 150 as tUftished to-o??roes for 
sale. This arrangement is oalled the "Aile de 
Moulin" format because it oorresponds to theop
posite oosition ot the sa11s on an old-fssbUned 
windmill as the frame of sails turns. 

Now on the 10c Sage, when the Type 2 stamps 
were reintroduced in 1898 after years ot Type 1 
only, the form for printing 100 stamps waS put 
together os a composite of the two types. One 
oolunm of halt or offioe pane hed its ton two 
electros in Type 2, end bottom one in TYPe-r:--

But the other halt was wholly Type 1. 
Thus pairs aoross the stamp~high horizontal 

gutters oen be had, showing ~ype 2 above,Type ' l 
belOW the gutter. But in no other way can the 
two tYpes be had together. 

There is 8 similar combination, arising from 
a similar composite form, on the 50 pale green 
Sage ("yellow green") Of. the same period • 

Eaoh eleotro of 50, on ordinary-size st amps. 
1s divided by a narrow vertioal blank gutter.In 
this gutter, on one pane in eaoh oolumn and so 
on eaoh office sheet, a single numeral shows in 
what year the stamp was printed, from 1891 on
wards. Thus 1898 and 1908 alike oar.y number 8 
in this speoe--this is oalled the "milliseme." 

This story is a condensed version at what 1s 
in Mr. Sohellens' communioet10ns, and should be 
considered lis en article by him •. 
France Recalls Normandy Landings 

This fint day covar of the 15 francs Liberation commemorative 
which .France placed on first day ,aI. June 6 at Arromanche, 
W81 of particular intereat to G. ' W. Bromfield. Burllngam .. 
Calif.. for 81 en LCVP small boat officer h. landed at .Ana.' 
menchea at "H" hour on "D" day ten yean ago. This cover wa, 
addrelled 10 Mr. Bromfi.ld', ,tamp collector IOn. Half the 
postage on the air mail cover b paid . by a 30 frencs ,tamp of 

the 8_ aerift now current ill Fr_ 
/IIestern Stamp Collecto,·, June 29, 1954 
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Army Ma11Postmarks Of ~rt1n1que 
By Arnold Broadbent 

32
Lang101s and Bourse1et {tes Ob11terat1ons~ 

Bureaux de Postes des Colonies Fran9a1ses,1927) 
list these types of postmarks for Army post co~ 
respondence 1n ~inique: 

Type A: Octagonel,small(9mm.sides), lette~g 
C.D.ARMKES in ser1fed (Roman)capitals and 
name of town; date 1n a c1rcle 10 the 
middle. Specimens are sald to have been 
seen used et FORT DE FRANCE,and ST.PI~ 

Type B: Octagonal,lerger(lOmm.s1des)letUUing 
CORR D'ARMEES 1n pla1n (Goth1c) cap1tals; 
otherW1se similar to Type A. Used only 
8 t FOB! DE F!UN CE. 

Type c: Octagonel,larger st111(11 Mm. sides) 
Letter1ng CORRESPONDANCE DES ARMEES 
MARTINI~UE in plain (Goth1c) capitals---' 
Middle space b1enk(no c1rcle and no date). 
Said to have been used tor troops distri~ 
uted throughout the 1s1and(~resumably at 
places other than St.P1ere and Fort de 
France, trom 1881 to 1901. 

Cancellations of both types A and B for FORT 
DE FRANCE are fairly common, mostly on the 1881 
to 1886 Dubois issue. Type C I have not 80 far 
come across. But some few years ago I bought an 
auction lot of covers, among which were three 
addressed to Mr.P.P~yramale,Directeur de l' 
Ecole du Fort, St.P1erae. They were posted 1n 
various small towns--MACOUBA and LA GRAND'ANSE, 
-- end heve the oommon 150 DubOis stamp. The 
dates of posting are (1)11 Oot 91;(2)9 Nov Ql; 
end (3) 12 Avr 92. 

Letters 1 and 3 bear the ordinary arrival 
baokstamp of St. Pierre of the date follow1ng 
the date of posting. But letter 2 oarr1es a 
perfeot str1ke of the octagonal date stamp,sim
ilar to Type A; but the lettering is not at all 
the seme. It 1s COR. D.ARMKES with two stars, 
not fleurons and the town neme SAINT-PIERRE in 
rull, w1th hyphen. Date 10 Nov 91. 

I th1nk this was an irregular use of this 
date stamp. But at any rate 1t shows that the 
oanoe11ations exists. Why there are so very few 
examples (if any) of the regular use,still 1s • 
mystery. 

(See also No. 44 of this paper--~ditorl. 
MEMBERS' APPEALS 

Want and exchange notices only;members only; 
one er two insertions only;no charge. '!.'hose who 
reply ~ill please ofter only what is asked. 

Wanted to b~:all very ri~e used modernltems 
ot France and renoh Colonies. Plus Indo-Ch1na, 
v7'try fine mint No. ~3(Peroel Post). Frederio 
Muhlenheim,21 Signel Pt.Rd.,Signal Mountain,~ 
(Member 589). 

I need a copy ot the 50 green Sower France Nl. 
159 of Scott, with postmark showing year date 
cleerly 1922 or 1923. Chas. ~yer, 74 Lane Av~, 
CAldwell, N.J. (Member- 114~ 

Wanted: Tahit1 Bl unused, the 1915 Red 
on 150 blue Ooeania, Submit with price. 
Hieber,4045 N.W.22nd Court,M1ami,4~~Fla, 
ber 212). 

Cross 
Fr.ed 

(Mem-

The Martin1que Mont Pelee in eruption tancy 
oancella+.~on 1s wented,preferably on a business 
oover as s~n in our No. 63,page 10, is wanted 
--submit w1th price. S.G.R10h,. Verona,N.J.(Mtlllo!" 
ber 2) 

cf!e~wented, preterably small and pla1n, of 
the ns July 1954 ·outomoblle piotorial oan
oellation well struok. Sumbit w1th prioe,to the 
Editor, ,.& '.Phil. 
 
* SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Sept. 15, to Nov. 15, 1954 * 
NEW MEMBERS. WELCOME: 
585 Kestel. Clifford A. Box 598. U. of P. Dorm 

37th. & Spruce Sts. Philadelphia 4. Pa. 
Franoe and Colonies. & FDC. 

586 Whetst.ne, George W. P.O.Box M, Palaer, ••• 
Territory of Alaska. (Fr. West Indies) •• 

587 Killer, Andrew J. 54 ElliDgton Street, •••• 
East Orange, N.J.(France and Colonies). 

588 Whitby, R. CMD. AMMN, Depot. Tak.radi ••••• 
Gold Coast, West Afrioa. (French North
& W~st African C.lonies) ••••••••••••••• 

589 Mulhenheim, Frederic. 125 Signal Point Rd. 
Signal MountatD, Tenn. (France Colonies 
Protectorates, Monaco, Sarra Oocupation 

DECEASED: 
45 Stephens.n, Carl. Prof. ot Ithaca. B.Y •••• 
290 Mellish, Monica Mrs. of Centralia. Wash ••• 
RESIGNATION RECEIVED: 
515 Josephson, PaulH. 2714 S.uth East Trails. 

St. Joseph, Missouri ••••••..•.••..•.••• 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
465 Boyle. James P. to Route 1. B.x 1120 •••••• 

Alderwood Manor, Washington •••••••••••• 
DIRECTORY CHANGE-TO READ: 
582 Parkes, Eugene. 117 East Royle Street, •••• 

Rl~ond, M1ssouri ••••••••.•••••.•••••• 
EINSTAT EMENT: 
68 W811ace. Angus B. 12 Jervis Street, ••••••• 

Orillia, OntariO, Canada ••••••••••••••• 
312 Cubells, Pierre. 2 Rue des Gravlers, •••••• 

SOissons, Aiane, France •••••••••••••••• 
OTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE 

Dues tor the year 1955 are up. Read Notice in -
this issue .f the Philatelist. Please send in
our dues as so.n as you receive your notioe ••• 
esident members • • • • • • • • • • ••• 2.50 
egular members ••••••••••••• $ 1.50 

Respectully Sub~tted. 
Charles Bret~e Sect. 
Togo: Post Office List, June 1954 
By Edmond ~ueyroy. 

Dated June l2,1954,trom Lome, Togo, here we 
present the official list of the post offices in 
that "Territory Under the Guardianship or F.rmce~ 

Pos· Offices with Full service: 
Lome (Head Office,"Recette Principale.") 
Aneoho Dapango 
Anf01n Lama:Kara 
Anie Nuatja 
Atakpane Pa11me 
Baf1lo San senne-Mango 
Bass&r1 Sokode 
B11tta Tsev1e 

Secondary post 
Agbelouvhe 
Agou 
J.kaba 
Assahoun 
Badou 
Kande 

Oftioes and Postal Agenoies: 
Noepe 
Pagala 
Porto-Seguro 
Tabl1gbo 
Vogan 

There are also 20 "Telephone Publio Booth " 
sites listed, but as these do not cancel mail, 
their names are of no philatelic use. 

In 1948 to 1950, in th1 s journal, we gave "the 
offioe listings for the ~est African oolonies. 


