
FUN WITH A CENTIME
Ed Grabowski

The French Area One Centime Rate has always fascinated me, 
including simple 1c rates and wrapper-banded post cards. 

Examples from France can be readily found; examples from the 
Offices and Colonies are much rarer. I had a few examples of 

simple 1c rates franked with Group Type. I foolishly thought about 
doing a one frame exhibit on the 1c frankings, but finally thought 

better of it. Some ramblings in this area will be presented.
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ramble: walk for pleasure, typically without a definite route



Sources For the Material

• My collection
– This was a collection that I was thinking about for 

a long time, but never got truly serious about it

• The collections and suggestions of members 
of the FCPS and COLFRA
– It seems to be an area that many collectors bump 

into

• Auction Sales

2



France and Colonies 
One Centime Printed Matter Rates
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I said that the harvest had been ordinary.



Behr – 2022 Superb
Catalog 20,000 euros; Depart 25,000 euros
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Superb: Marked to the highest degree by grandeur, excellence, brilliance, or competence



1c Rate From Pondichery???
• Brought to our attention by 

Tom Marra
• From a recent Paris sale
• 1c printed matter rate from 

Pondichery in 1874 to 
Rouen area
– There was no 1c rate from 

Pondichery to France in 1874
– The 1c imperf Napoleon was 

NOT issued for use in the 
colonies

– Only the 5c stamp was 
authorized for use

– No info on any markings on 
reverse
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Has anyone seen a blue bordered 
wrapper before?
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Blue bordered wrapper band that apparently carried a birth announcement.
There is one with a blue border for a wedding announcement in the

current (September 2022) Roumet sale.
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Posted Nov 4, 1867
COLMAR
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Request for payment of fees
owed to an estate with threat
of a summons if fees not paid



Same form, same results, but of 
greater philatelic interest
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RETOUR A L’ENVOYEUR



Notice For Appearance at the Court of Commerce
La ville aux dames par Tours
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The name La Ville aux Dames harks back several centuries to a time when
an abbey with nuns occupied one of the earliest sites in the area. It was surrounded by 

agricultural land where the production of milk was important for the nearby town of Tours.
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The Tax Collector Strikes
• Property tax bill from Jan 1, 

1870
• Based on the building’s 

number of doors and 
windows

• Taxes include:
– 91.98f on an income of 

362.95f
– 4.15f for 4 openings
– Total due 96.18f

• Sent without envelope or 
wrapper band relative to a 
property on the Ile du Saule
in Saumur
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Saumur
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Used in Alger, Algeria (Collection of KN)
Court Summons
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Cancelled by Newspaper Print
Catalog 230 euros; sold for 39 euros
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Behr September 2022
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BEHR Sept 2022
1 C. green-bronze,

obl. Typographic s/Journal de 
Villefranche of December 1, 
1870. Cote Cérès 2008. SUP.

2350ϵ/700 ϵ

Give me a break guys:
The stamp is hardly superb
Is it a whole newspaper?
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Depart: 700 euros, no bids
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Ad For Manufacturer of Soaps and Candles 
in Clichy (Paris Suburb)
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The candle is without a doubt the most convenient,
cleanest and most luxurious mode of lighting, and it
is also universally adopted. But not all candles
are flawless. Some burn badly, give only a dim light
and lack nuance. Most of them burn too quickly, run
and stain. Some give off an unpleasant smell. Almost all
of them have a difficult ignition. The Bougie de Clichy
has none of these faults, etc.
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WHAT DOES THIS AD MAKE ME THINK OF?

• The continuum of science
– Soap was discovered ~5000 years ago when early 

civilizations boiled plant and animal fats with the 
ashes from fires – i.e. saponification

– Its production evolved over the millennia to afford the 
fine products prepared and sold by this merchant

– A study of its chemistry since suggests that the 
vesicles that it forms in water may have afforded 
protocells that enabled the formation of complex 
molecules and systems that ultimately initiated life
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WHAT DOES THIS AD ALSO MAKE ME 
THINK OF?

• The wonderful French attention to detail and 
quality of the local and sometimes everyday 
products it produces in a variety of areas
– Note the medals that this producer of soap and 

wax products won for his work
– Meilleur Ouvrier de France – Paul Bocuse
– Walking up the Rue de Pyrénées to Alain Millet’s
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Walking up the Rue de Pyrénées
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Walking up the Rue de Pyrénées
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Paris Pharmacy Selling Cod-Liver Oil
(Two Blocks From Rue Drouot)
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Dragées de Verdun
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Mairie de Bagneres-de-Luchon

• Bagneres-de Luchon is a 
small village located in 
the Pyrénées
Mountains at the 
Spanish Border

• This medical advisory 
on the wonders of the 
local spa water was 
produced by the 
Mayor’s office

• It was mailed to doctors
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Bagneres-de-Luchon circa 1900
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Properties and Uses of the Water
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Update on French Spa Treatments
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Ad For Animal Health Products
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26e ANNÉE DE PLANTATION
CULTURE DE VIGNES AMÉRICAINES

PRIX COURANT – 15 AVRIL 1904
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Phyllorexa
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Ad From a Maker of Shoes and Boots
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What about:
Bottes de Neige?

The Académie française, founded in 1634, 
is responsible for polishing and finetuning

the French language, and determines whether 
or not certain words are acceptable candidates. 

Its forty members set the rules that govern 
new words, e.g., what gender they are, the 

ways they inflect, and how to spell them properly.
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Seller of Exquisite Oysters
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It was also possible to prepay in cash 
and avoid the use of stamps
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Medical Equipment
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Mirrors and Glass Fabrications
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Maker of Street Lamps
25 rue Drouot, Paris 
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The City of Lights



Paris, in 1894, possessed 461 
electric-arc lamps, and 53,000 gaslights.
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25 Rue Drouot Today
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Examples from Offices and Colonies
Indochina
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Canton, China



Tunisia – Collection AH - COLFRA
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Moramanga, Madagascar
Collection - LDdV



Moramanga was a small town on the route 
between Tananarive and Tamatave
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Normally Sent From Inland Telegraph Offices to Large 
Offices where Mailed to Destination at Normal Rates
This obviates the slow overland transport of letters

1. 50c rate to Lyon – 1897
2. 50c rate to Lyon – 1899
3. 15c French Community 

rate to Marseille – 1901
4. And many other colonies including
SNG, Sudan, Congo, GPE, Indochina,
NCE and probably more, all at 
proper rates
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Gabon Telegram Letter Sheet

• Telegram received at 
the small village of Cap-
Lopez on Jan 31, 1906

• Posted to an addressee 
in that village at the 
proper 15c local rate

• Forwarded to Tlemcen, 
Algeria

• Received at Tlemcen on 
Feb 25, 1906
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Telegram Letters also sent under
the military franchise system
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A Most Unusual Telegram Letter
Under the Franchise System

• The initiating letter was 
sent from a remote 
village lacking a land 
connection to the 
postal system and the 
Optical Telegraph 
system was used to 
send the letter to a 
near-by small village 
with a land connection 
to the postal system
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Military Franchise Letter Sent Via 
the Optical Telegraph System

• Source: Corps d’occupation de 
Madagascar

• Origin: Tsitakabasia a remote 
village lacking a land 
connection to the postal 
system

• Validation: Optique 
Tsitakabasia, J Barbelenet

• Entered land mail system at 
the newly opened small village 
office of Ankavandra, which 
had been assigned provisional 
cancel 15, on Feb 13, 1900

• Backstamps: Tananarive – Feb 
23, 1900 and Dijon (???)
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This 4 page letter was sent by optical telegraph on Feb.
9, 1901 and began its journey to France 4 days later.
Can you imagine the time required to send a 4  page 
letter by optical telegraph?



So, what do we know about 
Telegram Letters?

• They were often sent from smaller offices to larger 
towns connected to the international mail system to 
speed delivery

• They were also sent to residents in large and small 
villages to speed delivery

• They were franked at standard rates of 10c, 15c, 25c, 
35c, 40c and 50c, the latter 3 being registered rates

• They were also sent to members of the military under 
the franchise system – free postage
– I have never seen one at the 15c military concession rate

• I have never seen anything that validates a 1c telegram 
letter rate
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My Thoughts on This Item
• This is a philatelic letter and 

was handed back to the 
creator at the Moramanga
Post Office

• I am not aware of any 1c rate 
that would apply to Telegram 
Letters

• I have never heard of a 1c 
French Community drop letter 
rate

• If real, it should have been 
posted at a local 10c or 15c 
rate

• There was no special telegram 
rate for philatelists
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Madagascar Post Offices Were Very 
Compliant With Requests From Philatelists
• Dr A Voletzkow was a famous Berlin 

zoologist who traveled throughout 
Madagascar gathering mineral, plant and 
animal specimens which he sent back to 
scientists in Europe for study

• He has left a legacy of genuine 
correspondence relating to his work and 
travels in the colony which I have 
documented in the CCP 

• He was also an avid philatelist and created 
many philatelic items for himself and his 
friends with the full cooperation of the 
postal system

• Here we see a wrapper band supporting a 
bisect of the 4c Group Type stamp to 
prepay the apparent 2c printed matter 
rate on an item he posted to himself in 
Tuléar in 1904 at the height of the 
Bisectomania Period of the colony’s 
history
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Voeltzkow Letter With 15c Zebu Bisect

• Written by Professor Voeltzkow
• Posted from Sainte Marie de 

Madagascar on August 30, 1904
• Franked with a bisect of the 15c 

Zebu Issue, presumably prepaying 
the 5c printed matter rate

• But the letter was sealed and 
required a 25c stamp to Cassel, 
Germany

• Marked due at SMM with ‘T’ in 
triangle

• Forwarded from Cassel, Germany 
to addressee in Strassburg

• Franking totally ignored, and 
charged 40 pfg due, double the 
20 pfg international rate
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Anjouan to France - Philatelic
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Hoi-Hao to France – Philatelic
Wrigley Stock – £175
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Proper Treatment of Improper 1c Franking
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Martinique: A One Centime 
Postal Rate – Is it genuine?

• Martinique: Un tarif postal d'un 
centime - Est-ce authentique?
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Small unsealed envelope posted from Martinique (village of 
origin uncertain) to Saint Pierre at a 1 centime rate



Information About the Letter

• Purchased in 1983 at a New York 
stamp show 

• In the stock of one of the smaller 
international dealers from whom I 
purchased a few covers each year

• I have seen 2c printed matter rates 
(envelopes and wrappers) for the 
Group Type.

• I had two 1c Group Type printed 
matter rates on wrappers, but had 
never seen one before on an 
envelope

• I was concerned about this being 
some sort of philatelic creation or 
fraud when I bought it

• No one I knew at the time (USA and 
France) could provide any 
information on this cover
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The New York Public Library

• After many months, I 
visited the New York Public 
Library

• I found a 1900’s Annual 
Volume for the colony of 
Martinique

• There was a special rate of 
1c in Martinique for the 
mailing of tickets within a 
village or town – normally 
lottery tickets

• For the first time, I looked 
inside the envelope……..
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A Ferry Ticket: Fort-de-France – Saint Pierre
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Forte-de-France: Major commercial center



Martinique
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Why does this ticket still exist?

• The town of Saint Pierre was destroyed by the 
eruption of Mount Pelée on May 7, 1902, and 
the ferry to Fort-de-France no longer existed, 
so the ticket was not used?

• The ticket is used (torn) and was sent as a 
receipt to the addressee?

• Another undetermined reason?
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Saint Pierre, Martinique
May 9, 1902
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Can We Determine the Date of Use?

• The black on black cancellation is 
unreadable - Retro-Reveal, a free 
image enhancing software 
package, does not work on this 
image

• Possibly a surface reflectance 
optical technique would show 
more of the datestamp if the 
black ink compositions of the 
stamp ink and obliterator ink are 
sufficiently different 

• Possibly we shall never know the 
date of posting!

• However, the letter is genuine
and traveled within the town of 
Saint Pierre, and was not caught
in the eruption of Mt Pelée
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RetroReveal (http://retroreveal.org/)
Cannot read the cachet and address of the sender

92

http://retroreveal.org/


Wrapper Banded Postcards

• It was possible to send a postcard at a 1c rate 
if you put a wrapper band around it
– I have seen a number of examples from France
– I have seen a few examples from some French 

Offices (COLFRA and FCPS virtual meetings)
– I have never seen an example franked with the 1c 

Group Type
• Has anyone seen one?
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Ticket For a Conference of Christian Mothers
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Wholesale Seller of Herbs for 
Druggists and Distillers
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Ad For a Resort Vacation
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Is this an example of the infamous Prussian Blue? 
No way, José!
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Ad for Dates and Nutmegs
Biskra, Algeria 
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Unbanded Handback From France
Required 5c rate for delivery (eBay)
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Mustapha, Algeria
Collection AH - COLFRA
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Tunisia – Collection AH - COLFRA
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Why did I never turn this accumulation 
of material into an exhibit or article?
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1c Prussian Blue

• Catalog value used singly on a wrapper is 32,000 
euros!

• I actually saw a one frame exhibit (probably 6 
pages) of this stamp at a show in Paris in the 
1980’s: singles, multiples, uses on covers (singly 
and with other stamps)

• If I ever did an exhibit, the first question from the 
judges would be, ‘Where is your Prussian Blue?’

• If I ever did an article, the first question from the 
editor would be, ‘Where is your Prussian Blue?’
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A ‘Prussian Blue’ Currently Being 
Offered for Sale
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So, for a most unusual closing that 
really dates me……………

• The merging of philately and music…………..
• The 50’s sound of an auxiliary philatelic 

marking………………

–RETOUR A L’ENVOYEUR
–https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PU5xxh5UX4U
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