
French 
Colonies 

General Issues
Counterfeit stamps, faked cancelations, 

other fakery



Littérature

4 faked eagles + 1 fake for use

Canceled stamps of France

Reference marks ...

Information difficult to apply universally …

Mistakes that reduce confidence



Literature

Description of two faked eagles …

and not much else…



Literature

Covers the eagles …  
and the DuBois stamps…



Literature

Quite a bit of information about colonies in 
general and a little bit about the general

issues

Description of fake cancels, and of several
techniques. Certainly a lack of detail.

Surely the most interesting of the works on 
the subject.



Literature

Dedicated to the general colonial issues

A lot of info on faked cancels and a little
information on forgeries 

A little bit mixed for the rest …



Literature

A lot information about 
faked cancels



Eagles – High Quality Stamps



Eagles – Crude Fakes

Faux grossiers



Eagles – All Values, Various Cancelations

Faux grossiers, oblitérations diverses



Eagles – Very Rare…

Design a little bit weird

Wrong color …

Everything is bad!



Eagles – Very Ugly …

Blurry … 

Fools no one except from a poor
quality scan

Probably from a scan or photo so
the design is correct

Bad paper …



Eagles – A Dangerous Forgery …

Contrary to what has been written
… this forgery is certainly not
intended to deceive the post
office, but rather a forgery to
deceive collectors.

A good impression, this can easily
fool someone who has never seen
it before.



Eagles – the Crest

Original
Clear impression, dot in 
corner ornament

Forgery
Crest, general lack of 
detail ; no dot in upper
right corner ornament



Eagles – the Crest … Canceled

Crest, canceled with lozenge of dots

Sometimes a second postmark to 
hide the details …



Eagles – A Very Dangerous Forgery

A dangerous forgery printed from
a high resolution photo

The cancelation is a little
suspicious

Heavier paper helps to 
differentiate it



Eagles – Tonkin …

Colors too bright É

Cancelation is very (too ) late



Napoléon – Which is the Real One?



Napoléon – Faking from an Essay

30c essay of France in the color of the 80c

ÇAdjustment È of a 30c to Ç 80c È



Forgeries … Cérès

Forgery Genuine
worn impression

Dull color



Forgeries … Cérès

Genuine
Cancelled Cochinchine

1877

Forgery
Canceled Guadeloupe

Forgery
Canceled Nouvelle CalŽdonie



Forgeries … Cérès

ForgeryGenuine
Worn impression

Dull color

Forgery



Forgeries … Cérès

ForgeryGenuine
Worn impression

Dull color

Forgery



Forgeries … Cérès

Genuine Forgery



Forgeries … Cérès

ForgeryGenuine
Worn impression

Dull color



Forgeries … Cérès

ForgeryGenuine
Worn impression

Dull color



Forgeries … France or Colonies ?

Fakes probably from France, but identical to the colonies …

A bit dangerous considering the quality



Sage … Forgery Nicely Canceled

ForgeryGenuine



Sage …

Forgeries
Various Cancelations É



Other Faked Sage …

Fakes
Various cancelations É



Other Faked Sage …

Fakes
Various cancelations É



Alphée Dubois … A Slightly Crude Fake

Fake
Canceled Papeete

Genuine



Alphée Dubois … Better

GenuineFake
Canceled Hanoi/Tonkin



Alphée Dubois … Better and Smaller

Genuine
Fake Fake



Alphée Dubois … Fournier ?

Fake
PercŽ en ligne

(rouletted )

Genuine



Alphée Dubois … Fournier ?

Fake

Fake



Alphée Dubois … Fournier ?

Fake
PercŽ en ligne

Fake
PercŽ en ligne

Fake
PercŽ en ligne



Faked Cancelations, Misaligned Points

Fake
Unknown cancelations

Fake
Unknown cancelations



1F Sage … A Reused Fiscal

The 1F Sage was widely used
for fiscal purposes …

In this condition it is not 
expensive, but changing to 

postal use is very lucrative …



1F Sage … A Fiscal Use Reused

Fake
Fiscal cancel removed, faked cancel added



1F Sage … A Reused Fiscal Stamp

Fake
Various fiscal 

cancels washed off, 
fake cancels added



1F Sage … Very Unusual?

Fake ?
Fiscal ?

Cancelations of Hanoi/Tonkin in 
blue

All dated the same, 25 Juin 84
Make-up ?



Fake Cancelatsions

Louga
7 Nov 39

Kayes
13 Nov 39



Fake Cochinchine Cancelations

Often French stamps are 
mutilated and fake cancels 

applied

Fake cancelations Fake cancelation



A Variety of Fake Cancels

Fake anchor …
Sloppy …

Port Gentil
30 Aout 41

Réunion …
On forged stamp

SPM



Various Fake Cancels

Fake cancelation
Lozenge + Cochinchine



Fake Cancels Pointe à Pitre

Bad color
Stamp not delivered to the 

colony É

Blue color is rareÉ
Here it is fake



Fake Cancels Nouvelle Calédonie

NCE / Noumea
1er Juin 81



Fake Cancels

Very late cancelation
Color is suspect

Obock É rare office
Very few Sage stamps, fake cancel

Noumea É rare stamp with
NCE

But the cancelation is much too
late



Various Fake Cancels

And this one?



Fake Cancels / Complacency ? 
And for What Reason ?

Mayotte Cancelations Dzaoudzi, 
stamps in quantity on the market É



Fake Cancels / Complacency ? 
And for What Reason ?

Mayotte Cancelations Dzaoudzi, 
stamps in quantity on the market É

Bouvet, feuilles marcophiles



Fake Cancels / Complacency ? 
And for What Reason ?

Mayotte Cancelations
Dzaoudzi in blue



Fake Cancels / Complacency ? 
And for What Reason ?

Cancels of various colonies
Identical dates centered on the stamps, 

multiple cancels overlap



Fake Cancels / Complacency ? 
And for What Reason ?

Tonkin cancelations
Identical dates centered on the stamps, 

multiple cancels overlap



And Trimmed …


