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Part VI - Postage Due & 

Miscellaneous Mail  
• Postage Due Mail  

– Overseas 

– Incoming 

– Local 

• Miscellaneous Mail 

– Formula Post Cards 

– Avis  

– Government Franchise  

– Miscellaneous rates 

– Parcel Receipt 

 



Trois Rivieres - Underpaid 

• Posted Trois Rivieres 
on January 10, 1864 
to France 

• Prepaid at the 50c 
French Packet rate, 
but traveled on the 
British Packet 

• Treated as unpaid at 
an 80c rate, credited 
for 50c and charged 
30c due 





Basse-Terre - Underpaid 

• Posted Basse-Terre on 
January 6, 1870 to 
France 

• Prepaid at 50c for the first 
level French Packet rate, 
but was double weight 

• Treated as unpaid and 
charged 1f20c, credited 
for 50c and charged 7 
decimes due 

• Markings in red – only 
two letters recorded 





Basse-Terre to London 

Underpaid 

• Posted Basse-Terre on 

May 11, 1860 to London 

• Paid at the first level  50c 

British Packet rate, but 

was second level 

• Treated as 6 decimes 

due (unpaid rate per 

level), rather than treating 

as totally unpaid and 

crediting for the payment 

as per French mail 





Attempted Government  

Franchise Mail 

• Posted Basse-Terre on 

December 19, 1868 to 

Angers, France 

• Endorsed for government 

franchise with handstamp 

and signature 

endorsement 

• Not accepted and 

charged at the 60c 

unpaid rate  





Pointe-a-Pitre to Saint Pierre, 

Martinique - Confusion 
• Posted from Pointe-a-

Pitre at 50c on April 7, 
1875 at second weight 
level to Martinique 

• A special rate of 60c/10g 
existed, that caused 
confusion with 50c 
French Packet rate to 
France 

• Initially treated as latter at 
1f20c unpaid rate to 
France, but corrected to 7 
decimes - 2 x 60c less 
50c payment 

 





Pointe-a-Pitre to Marseille 

Part Paid 1879 

• Posted from Pointe-a-
Pitre on April 9, 1879 
to Marseille 

• Franked at 8c (printed 
matter rate) in lieu of 
25c UPU rate 

• Charged at 50c due 
(2 x 25c) and credited 
for 8c with a balance 
of 42c due 





Incoming Postage Due Mail  

• Mail from surrounding area 

– Saint Thomas 

• 1866 

• 1876 – Pre-UPU 

• Unpaid foreign mail 

– Germany 



Saint Thomas - 1866 

• Posted Saint Thomas 
on November 15, 
1866 to Pointe-a-Pitre 

• 1sh British 
prepayment with C51 
Saint Thomas cancel 

• Arrived Basse-Terre 
on November 19th 

• Charged 12 decimes 
due  





Saint Thomas – 1876 

• Posted Saint Thomas 
on May 26, 1876 to 
Pointe-a-Pitre 

• 4p British prepayment 
to the port 

• 30c due for local 
postage 

• Compare with 
previous letter which 
was treated as unpaid 

 





Augsburg, Germany to  

Pointe-a-Pitre - Unpaid 

• Posted Augsburg on 
October 27, 1893 at 
unpaid double 40 pf 
rate 

• Received at Basse-
Terre at 1F due 
(double 25c rate 
doubled) 

• Returned to Germany 
at 80 pf due 





Underpaid/unpaid Local Mail 

• Underpaid Eagles local cover 

• Use of local postage due stamps 



Pointe-a-Pitre to Basse-Terre  

Underpaid Local Mail 

• Posted Pointe-a-Pitre 

on April 11, 1865 at 

20c first weight local 

level, but was second 

level 

• Treated at double 

unpaid rate of 60c (2 

x 30c) and credited 

for 30c postage 





Local Postage Due Stamps 

40c Black on Blue Issue   
• Locally fabricated stamps 

(20 of the 40c blue 
prepared) on letter posted 
Lamentin on December 
15, 1877 

• Third weight legal papers 
wrapper (100 – 150g) 
unpaid and due 1f55c 

• 3 x 25c + 2 x 40c 

• Received at Pointe-a-
Pitre December 16, 1877 

• Key piece in postage due 
collecting 





40c Black on Blue Issue 

• Posted Lamentin on 

January 30, 1878 to 

Pointe-a-Pitre 

• Single weight unpaid 

legal papers wrapper 

• 40c due 

• Received on January 

30, 1878 





40c Black on White Issue 

• Posted Pointe-a-Pitre 

on November 22, 

1878 to Lamentin 

• Unpaid judicial notice 

• Received 40c due in 

Lamentin 





40c Black on White Issue 

• Unpaid legal note 

posted July 21, 1878 

in Prot Louis to 

Pointe-a-Pitre 

• Received due 40c the 

next day 





15c Black on Blue Issue 

• Unpaid envelope 

used within Pointe-a-

Pitre on August 5, 

1880 

• Charged 15c due in 

lieu of 10c city rate 





30c Black on White Issue 

• Letter posted on 

mobile postal wagon 

(BM) to Pointe-a-Pitre 

• October 5, 1881 

• Treated at 15c 

intervillage rate 

because of posting on 

wagon 

• Charged 30c due 





30c Black on White Issue 

• Posted unpaid 

February 18, 1884 

from Saint François to 

Pointe-a-Pitre 

• Charged 30c due 

relative to 15c 

intervillage rate 

 





Stampless Due Mail  

• Posted unpaid from 

Pointe Noire on July 

13, 1879 

• Marked T in triangle 

for due 

• Handstamp 30 for 30c 

due from addressee 

in Pointe-a-Pitre 





Stampless Due Mail  

• Official notice of 

balance due 

• Posted unpaid from 

Petit Bourg on 

September 7, 1883 to 

Pointe-a-Pitre 

• Charged 30c due in 

lieu of 15c local 

prepaid rate 





Printed Matter – Postage Due 

• Posted at 2c printed 

matter rate, but 

insufficiently franked 

• Charged 5c due with 

large format due stamp 

• Rates uncertain 

• Calves certificate noting 

‘..piece d’une grande 

RARETE..’ 

• Only recorded example of 

5c due stamp on piece 



Front only 



Formula Post Cards 

• A number of the French Colonies created 

formula post cards in the 1870’s 

• Used until arrival of the Group Type post cards 

in 1893 

• Numerous types created for use in Guadeloupe 

• Rates varies from 10c to 20c depending on date 

and usage 

• See Saint Barthélémy section in small village 

section of the collection for an excellent example 



Basse-Terre, February 27, 1877 

To Pointe-a-Pitre 



Basse-Terre, November 23, 1881 

To Bath, England 



Basse-Terre, June 30, 1884 

To Paris, France 



Basse-Terre, July 22, 1884 

To Limoges, France 

Late use of early formula card 

Incorrectly franked at specified invalid 20c rate 

Overpaid by 10c 



Moule, July 9, 1886 

To Nice, France 

Dateline: Saint François 

Carried on mobile postal wagon to Moule 



Forms Concerning Registered or 

Insured Mail  

• Avis de Réception or 

requests for follow-up on 

registered or insured mail 

• 10c rate for form 

• GPE lozenge cancel of 

Basse-Terre from 1887 

• Old cancel used on 

printed matter and 

miscellaneous mail at this 

time 









Government Franchise Wrapper 

• Certain government 

officials had franchise 

privilege  

• Typically colonies 

Governors 

• Wrapper posted from 

Basse-Terre on 

January 28, 1862 to 

Pointe-a-Pitre 





Special Rate to Martinique 

• Special rates to 

Martinique existed to 

facilitate commerce 

• Rate of 30c via local 

French ship 

• Pointe-a-Pitre, August 

14, 1866 

• Rarely seen 





Privately Carried Commercial Letter 

Guadeloupe to Martinique - 1874 

• Privately carried from 

Guadeloupe to 

Martinique 

• Put in Martinique 

mails unpaid at Saint 

Pierre, April 4, 1874 

• Charged 30c due – 

unpaid local rate 





1f20c Rate to Belgium 

• Pointe-a-Pitre, April 6, 

1872 

• Brussels, Belgium 

• 1f20c overseas rate 

• GPE lozenge cancel 

• F./26 accountancy 

mark 





80c Rate to Haiti via French Packet 

• Basse-Terre, July 6, 

1876 to Cap-Haitien 

• ST THOMAS PAW 

FR D No 1 French 

Packet transit 

• 80c rate 





Bulletin d’Expédition 

• Form accompanying 

packages in the 

parcel post 

• Normally retained by 

the post office 

• Rate of 10c 

• Posted Pointe-a-Pitre 

on January 10, 1893 





Steve Rod leading a toast to Ed’s award 

at the Westfield Stamp Club  

meeting of June 2006 


