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FRENCH INDIAN SETTLEMENTS: PHILATELY AND 

POSTAL HISTORY DURING THE CLASSIC PERIOD



Agra, India, January 

2016. The speaker and 

his daughter in front of 

the Taj Mahal . The 

purpose of the India 

visit was to participate 

in a medical teaching 

program in hospitals 

located in Delhi and 

Calcutta.

India 2016



Pondichéry 1683

Mahé 1721

Yanaon 1723

Karikal 1739

Chandernagore 1688

How rare are are Eagle 

covers from the 

secondary INDE offices?  

ASSINIE rare!
ASSINIE: 10 Eagle covers known to exist 1863-70. (Pierre Raynaud,  personal 

communication, 1983). Recent auction prices  of  € 30-50,000.  Raynaud had 5 in his 

1983 collection, and was looking for the other 5.

KARIKAL, MAHÉ, CHANDERNAGORE, YANAON:  10  Eagle covers  known to exist . 

Last sale of a CHANDERNAGORE offered by Ceres at a price of € 5,000, July 2020.

THE EAGLE ISSUE IN 

INDE



Population of  the French Enclaves in India by religious 

affiliation in 1880 and 1929.



European population of  the French Enclaves in India from 

official civil document of 1877 (from Chauvet). No wonder 

mail from Yanaon, Mahé and Karikal is so rare!

19 Europeans in Yanaon, and only 4 males. 

Mahé only 13 adult Europeans.



French India Source Materials
•Dallay, Catalogue, Europe et 

Asie 2006-2007.

•Grabowski, Ed, Personal 

Comm. and Acquisitions.

•Jamet-Baudot, VO, Dec. 1998. 

French India section.

•Langlois et Bourselet, Les 

Obliterations des Colonies 

Francaises (1927)

•Lugdunum Philatalie, VOs

•Millet, Alain, Personal 

Communication and Photos.

•Salles , R., Poste Maritime 

Francaise. V, (1962),

•Stone, R.G,  French Colonies 

General Issue, (1961)

•Chauvet, M.,  Asie et 

Oceanie Histoire Postale, 

1848-76, (2010).



•Stampless Letters:   Unpaid and Prepaid

• French Colonies General Issues 1859-81

▪The Eagle Issue of 1860-c1870

▪Empire and  Ceres  of 1871-72

▪Ceres   Issues   of  1872 – 1877 

▪Sage Issue   from 1877 to 1880

▪Alphée-Dubois  Issue  of 1881 

▪Navigation / Commerce  1892

▪Postal Use is Rare Outside of Pondichéry

▪British vs French Mail Packets

▪Maritime  Mail: Line 0  and  N

▪Inland or Printed Matter Rare

▪Military Mail Only Pondichéry



Eagle 1860-70 Empire and Ceres 1871-72

Sage 1877-80
Alphée Dubois 1881-91

Navigation and 

Commerce 1892-c1914

The Stamps of the Classic Period of French India

Ceres Issue 1872-77



Les 

Obliterations de 

l’Inde Française

dans l’époque

classique.

10x10 Mute



THE FIRST USE OF POSTAGE STAMPS
 Great Britain          1839

 USA                            1847

 British India           1854

 French India          1860

 Portuguese India  1871

French post offices in the India Settlements first opened in 1853/54. 

Prior to that,  French mail, like the letter below from  St. Denis, 

Réunion to  a ship merchant in Nantes, used a British PO located in 

Pondichéry and nearby Madras. The letter probably traveled to 

India via the British Screw Steamship out of Mauritius to Madras.

1848  Ship Letter from Réunion to Nantes via  

Pondichéry.  then carried by British India Post via  

Madras, Suez  and Alexandria, then French 

Mediterranean  packet  post  to  Marseille (20 décime

manuscript fee charged to destinee).



Prepaid

1853-54: French Post Offices First Opened

Although offered 

use of  French  

stamps,      the  

French Indian 

Settlements refused 

to use them. They 

feared this would 

antagonize the 

British who were 

the predominant 

colonial power in 

the Indian 

Subcontinent.



First Day of Eagle Use: 22 Fevr 1860. 10C “décime de mer” rate 

was only for mail to Mauritius. The destinee would then be 

expected to pay the 6 pence Mauritius inland fee.

Eagles Ordered Arrived in India First Use in IndiaTable from Stone

“FDC”



1864 letter from Pondichéry to Nantes via French mail packet. 

The 60C franking is of particular interest due to the inclusion 

of a 10C “Aigle couché”,  or Eagle lying sideways, pair.   This 

is found in 3 plate positions per galvano for a total of 6 per 

pane of 360 stamps. It is not at all common on cover.

AIGLE COUCHÉ



1868 1.20F rate cover 

to  London via Suez 

and Marseille. Mail to 

England is scarce, as is 

use of the INDE 

lozenge on Eagle 

stamps (began 1868). 

The 81point mute 

lozenge is much more 

common.

Cover to same London address with same 1.20  

Eagle franking tied by more common 81 point  

lozenge sold  for  $2300  in the Siegel  Raymond  

Vogel  auction  of   2010.  The  foreign  letter  

rate  from  French  India  is very  rare.

Vogel

Marra



Letter posted at dockside. 

Line O ran from Calcutta to 

Ceylon with a stop in 

Pondichéry, then via Suez 

and Marseille. French 

stamps were required but 

colonial stamps were 

tolerated in colonial ports. 

The anchor lozenge was

Used prior to 1876. Double 

rate letter (2 x 60C),

Maritime Mail



1872 60C rate folded letter to France. Franking composed of 2 

copies of the 30C Napoleon III stamp tied by the 81 point mute 

lozenge of Pondichéry. Oddly Napoleon’s visage first appeared in 

the colonies in 1871, after he was deposed in the Franco-Prussian 

war and the Third Republic was declared.

1871-72

ISSUES



GI Issues of 1871-72

1872 60C French mail 

packet rate cover to 

Marseille. In 1871 the 

Eagle stamps were 

replaced by the 

imperforate Empire and 

Ceres types. The scarce 

20C and more common 

40C light orange stamps 

are both tied by faint INDE 

lozenges.



Issues of 1871-72:  Less common than Eagles



Newspaper and other printed matter rates. 
Copy of  Calcutta Metro Telegraph of 3 Feb. 2016. Headline 

story about opening of new Chandernagore Heritage  website. 

The former French enclave of Chandernagore is located about 

25 miles up the Hooghly River from Calcutta.

?



Eagle printed matter frankings are extremely rare.

Pondichéry: 3 June 1870 printed matter cover to St. Malo

demonstrating the 18C French mail packet rate of 1/1/64. Scan 

taken from the Chauvet and Trinquier handbook. They note 

this is the only known 18C rate Eagle cover.



“Tiger attacking native”.



The Times of India (New Delhi). January 27, 2016. “French 

Regiment Back On Indian Soil After 232 Years”. Marching in 

Delhi parade for Republic Day. ….But there were French troops 

in Pondichéry long after 1784, hence, the need for military mail.

Military Mail



Military Mail

Reduced rate military mail 

was available for those few 

French troops stationed in 

Pondichéry. The top Eagle 

cover of 1869 exhibits the 

20C rate to France. In 1872, 

the rate was increased to 

25C and the lower cover 

demonstrates franking by a 

single 25C Ceres stamp of 

the 1872-76 issue. Clear 

octagonal Corr. d’Armées

strikes confirm military 

origin. These very rare 

covers were lifted from 

Florent Tricot’s wonderful 

French Colonies military 

mail web site.



MAHÉ

“Indians fishing in the Mahé River.”



Mahé: 1866 British India post office cover to Bordeaux. Strip of 

4 x 4 anna India postage stamps tied by unique lozenge of the 

Mahé British India PO. Both British and French mail service 

was available in all the French enclaves. Overseas postage to 

France and colonies usually went through the French PO.



Mahé: 6 January 1867. Letter to Nantes via French mail packet. 

The 60C rate is composed of a pair of 10C and single 40C 

Eagles. One of only 2-3 Mahé Eagle covers known to exist. 

Offered in Lugdunum VO of  Dec. 2018 with start of € 7,000.



Mahé: 3 November 1868. Letter to Fontenay-le-Comte via 

French mail packet. The 60C rate is composed of a pair of 10C 

Eagles and single 40C Eagle. One of only 3 Mahé Eagle 

covers are known to exist. Scan from Chauvet.



Mahé 1866 20C military rate cover to Bordeaux. Mahé had no 

French mail packet service, hence no authorized military mail 

and no octagonal corr. d’armées cachet.  Nevertheless, the 

reduced military rate was accepted and the civilian Mahé cds

was applied. On reverse “lettre de Mr Granger chirugien de 

marine impériale”. From web site of Florent Tricot, ex-Millet.



MAHÉ



Mahé to Macon, France 1875 single weight letter via French 

mail packet service. The 60C rate is composed of 4 copies 

of the 15C Ceres (Yvert #22).  Sold  Dec. 1998 in Jamet

Baudot VO for 17,888 FF. vs starting bid of 7,000 FF.



Mahé to Macon, France 1875 single weight letter. 

Spectacular triple color 1.20 F British packet rate through 

Brindisi. The additional 0.40 F was collected to pay for 

inland Italian postage. Rate existed from 1871 to 1876.



Color coordinated 

cancels: black, red, and 

blue.



Pre and post 

UPU rate covers 

of Mahé. page 

from a c2000 VO 

of Lugdunum

Philatelie. The 

rarety of Mahé

covers is 

reflected in the 

starting bids of 

7,500-10,000 

Francs.



A closer look at  a letter from Mahé to Mâcon, the Mme. 

Duttroya correspondence of 1875. Striking red mute lozenges 

and red CDS make these covers  most striking. (Chauvet scan).



MAHÉ

Mahé: 30 Dec 1889 letter to Paris. Very rare franking composed 

of  strip of 5 perforated 5C Sage stamps of France. Was there a 

shortage of Alphée Dubois colonials in French India in 1889?

This very rare 

item was offered 

in the Roumet VO 

of 9 Oct.  2001 

with a lofty 

starting price of  

20,000 FF ($2800).  

The use of French 

stamps in the 

colonies was not 

authorized except 

in rare cases of 

colonial stamp 

shortages.



MAHÉ

Mahé: 10 Aug 1880. GI formula post card to Bordeaux. Very 

rare and probably unique item with added French Consular 

office cachet of  Tellicherry (now  Thalassery), a British India 

city about 5 miles up the Malabar coast from Mahé. Lugdunum

6/2019 VO 110 offered this rare item with a start of  € 2000. 



Mahé 24 Aout 91 10C Alphée Dubois postal stationery card to

Paris.



Calcutta,  Feb. 2016. The 

speaker’s daughter 

inspecting  strands of 

colorful marigolds at the 

Calcutta Flower Market. 

Calcutta was the capital of 

the British Raj from 1772 to 

1911. Today, it still retains 

much of  its colonial 

ambience. From 1912 to 

1947 it remained the 

capital of the Indian state of  

West Bengal.

Calcutta/Chandernagore



CHANDERNAGORE

“Hindu Barber in Chandernagore”



CHANDERNAGORE: 60C French packet rate Eagle cover to 

France. Uncanceled stamps received 2240 GC cancel of 

Marseille on arrival. Lot 167 of Dubus Dec. 1998 Sale. 21,000 FF.

Starting bid was 7,000 FF. Ex-Millet. Only 

2 known Eagle covers of Chandernagor.

The letter displayed represents a philatelic purchase I made from a Delcampe French seller                           who  incorporates his  business  in        Andorra,          presumably for tax purposes. Andorra    is a     tax haven! For obvious re

Was it simply a question of incompetence or vacant mail processing?

Lastly, maybe more credit is due the USPS. Someone may have recognized that 40 old franc denominated Dulac stamps were worth 6% of a single Euro and the letter was retu

dealers use old franc denominated stamps de defraud the post office as sorting machines are unable to differentiate old from new francs.

Thomas R. Marra

Unsuccessful 3+ month journey of my registered letter from France, stuck in the New York regional postal system during the he



CHANDERNAGORE: 26/10/1864  lettter to Gironde, France. Although 70C of 

French Empire Eagle stamps appear on the cover, it was mistakenly placed 

in the British Chandernagore PO and went unpaid, thus the stamps were not 

canceled locally or on arrival. Since the British mail packet rate was 80 

centimes, it received a manuscript “9” on arrival, “8” décimes for postage 

and “1” décime penalty. Item offered by Cérès Philately at a net price of        

€ 5,000,  Summer 2020. 1 of  2 known Eagle covers from Chandernagore.

Eagle stamp just tied by 

Salles 1.874 French entry 

mark, stamps otherwise not 

accepted and uncanceled by 

Chandernagor Brit. India PO.

“9”Décime manuscript



Chandernagor: 18 Dec 1874 letter to France. The 1.20 FF rate 

composed of copies of  Yvert 10 and 13.  Basic British packet 

rate via Brindisi and Modana in effect from 1/1/1871 to the 

advent of the UPU in 1876.   Neat blue double fleuron CDS, PD 

and INDE lozenge tying the stamps, confirming use of the 

INDE strike prior to the boxed lozenge. Scan from Chauvet.



CHANDERNAGORE. 1876 LETTER TO FRANCE WITH RARE BOXED 

LOZENGE CANCEL. SOLD FOR 25,000 FF IN 1998 JAMET BAUDOT
AUCTION (LOT 169).  THE 90C BRITISH PACKET RATE IS ALSO RARE, 

ONLY USED THE FIRST 6 MONTHS OF 1876. THE DETACHED STAMP 

WITH BOXED LOZENGE IS FROM MY COLLECTION.



Losange Muet Carré de Chandernagore. 1877 40C post-UPU 

rate cover to Paris. Lugdunum Philatélie notes only 4 or 5 

covers are known to exist and the starting bid and sale price 

on this one was 2800 €. VO of 6 December 2017.

Blue boxed 121 

(11x11) point 

mute lozenge.



Two of the 5 known letters canceled with the very rare boxed 

lozenge of Chandernagore, including the first day of use of the 

new UPU 40C overseas rate (7/1/1876). Note that all 5 such 

covers are displayed in this presentation, in addition to a 

detached stamp from my collection. 

Caperon 1876 

correspondence, 

Chandernagore to Paris.



Chandernagore

to Paris.

14 Jan 1878. Post UPU 40C basic letter rate composed of a strip 

of 4 of the 10C Ceres (18) all neatly tied by the unique boxed 

lozenge of Chandernagore.



Chandernagore to Bordeaux: 28 April 1880.  25C post 

UPU  overseas rate cover to France composed of a 

scarce mixed Sage and Cérès franking (Yvert 18 and 

33).  Sold Lugdunum Philatelie for 906 €, March 2018. 



Chandernagore to Nancy: 8  Dec. 1880.  Very rare 5C 

post UPU  printed  matter  rate cover (carte de visite)  

franked with late use of the Cérès issue of 1872.  

From 2019 Feldman VO.  Starting bid: € 500.



Chandernagore. 22 Sept 1885 letter to Paris. The basic rate 

dropped from 35C to 25C per 10 grams on Feb. 16, 1879.



Chandernagore: 1888 5C imprimé rate on newsprint band to 

Paris. Well struck blue INDE/CHANDERNAGORE/16 JUIN 88 

CDS sent to Paris. This is the only imprimé rate item I have seen 

outside of Pondichéry



Navigation and Commerce Issue of 1892 to c1914

Chandernagore



HOTEL DE FRANCE 

SEEN ON FEBRUARY 

1914 POST CARD FROM 

CHANDERNAGOR, SENT 

TO LONDON, ENGLAND. 

I SUBMITTED SCAN TO 

THE CHANDERNAGOR-

HERITAGE.COM WEB 

SITE IN 2016.



Chandernagore: Hotel de France today.  Now the site of a 

local  museum.



Karikal

Karikal lozenge of 1893



Karikal 1860 stampless

letter from a French 

missionary in Janjaour to 

Toulouse with rare 

backstamps including  

“negative strike” of  

Karikal and “CHEF DE 

SERVICE À KARIKAL”.



X

Karikal

24 June 

1865

Opened Eagle letter  

offered by Behr. The 60C 

French packet rate is 

composed of copies of 4 

and 5. The 20C was 

added for “aesthetic 

reasons” and is marked 

with an “X”. Stone lists 

first day of Eagle use in 

Karikal as 18 Jan 1865. 

Only 3 Eagle covers from 

Karikal known.



Karikal: 2 Mai 1870 folded letter to Aurillac, France. 60C 

French packet rate composed of a pair of  Yvert #3 and a 

single copy of #5. Stamps tied by INDE lozenge.

KARIKAL



Karikal: 15 Avril 71 circuit court letter to France. 1 F 20 Voie de 

Brindisi rate to France. One of 3 known Eagle covers. Both mute 

and INDE lozenges were in use in Karikal. Ex-Alain Millet cover.



The Karikal INDE 

lozenge was used 

long after it was 

withdrawn from other 

colonial POs (1876) 

and it still gave a 

very sharp 

impression well into 

the mid 1880s likely 

due to its infrequent 

use.



Karikal printed matter rate “carte de visite” letter to Nouméa, 

New Caledonia (very rare origin and destination!). The 5C

Alphée Dubois stamp is tied by the unique boxed Karikal

lozenge. The mid December CDS suggests Christmas or New

Years greetings. 



The unique boxed 

lozenge of Karikal

and CDS.



Karikal to Algiers c1900 illustrated postcard 

from a Madras merchant. The 10C 

Navigation and Commerce franking tied by 

the distinctive boxed INDE lozenge of 1893.



YANAON

POPULATION  ONLY 4,266  IN 1885. MAIL FROM THIS 

SMALL VILLAGE IS THUS VERY RARE. THE PICTURNED 

25C SAGE STAMP WITH 1880 CDS OF YANAON SOLD 

FOR 700 EUROS AT  VO. NORMALLY A USED COPY  

WITH  A COMMON CANCEL SELLS FOR ABOUT $4.



Yanaon: 6 Janv 67 

letter to France. 80C 

British packet rate 

composed of #5 and 

strip of 4 copies of 

#3. Manuscript 15 

on reverse for 

unclear reasons 

since PD strike is 

present on front.

One of 2 known Eagle covers 

of  Yanaon. Ex-Millet.



Yanaon:  20 Mars 1867 80C British packet  rate Eagle cover to 

France. The franking consists of a pair of the 40C (5). Item 

offered in Harmers Zurich Sale,  Nov. 1988.  Sold for 4600 SF or 

$3082. A bargain compared to 80-100,000 FF estimate on last.



Yanaon:  24/8/1890 Alphée Dubois 

stationery card to Paris. Note well 

struck lavender double fleuron CDS, 

still with good impression after 30 years 

of little use.  Black CDS probably more 

common, as noted in this1885 Bastille 

Day cancel on the 25C yellow Dubois 

that sold on Delcampe for $307 in June 

2020,  (I was outbid!)



Yanaon to Paris: 10C Navigation and 

Commerce stationery post card c1900.



Yanaon to Paris, 1905: Less than perfect 5C overpaid 

registration rate Group Type letter. Ex-Grabowski. Offered by 

Cérès Philatélie, Fall 2020, at a starting bid of € 850.



YANAM  BRITISH  PO

7 Feb. 1900 letter from Yanaon (Yanam) 

to St. Louis, Sénégal using the British 

India postal service rather than French 

Settlement PO. Postage rate was 2 ½ 

Annas. Note Sénégal arrival cancel on 

reverse dated 15 Mars 1900. 


