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Sources





Bey of Tunis coat of arms 
basis for the design

Designed by E. Cassi



First Issue

• First Issue Features
• Plain background (red)
• Thin figure in value tablet (blue)
• E. Cassi, designer, lower left margin (black)



Second Issue

• Second Issue Features
• Lined background (red)
• Thick figure in value tablet (blue)
• Mouchon (printer) lower right margin (green)
• E. Cassi, designer, lower left margin (black)



Die Proofs



First Issue

• Three printings
• July 1888
• August 1893
• November 1897







The lined background is part of the 
background tinting.



Gum Varieties

Black Yellowish White



Second Issue
First Printing October 1, 1888.

• Defining characteristic BLACK GUM

• Same colors as first issue

• 1F stamp added

• All 15c stamps not on quadrilled paper

• All 75c rose stamps



Later printings of the other 7 values

Subtle color variations

Gum was yellowish white



New Values and Color Changes



The 1888 domestic rate was 15c.  A 
clandestine courier service offered a rate of 
10c.  March 1, 1893 the Bey decreed an 
internal rate would be 10c.  The domestic 
rate of 15c remained for mail to France and 
other colonies.

The 1888 foreign rate was 25c.  A large Italian 
community in Tunisia was unhappy and in 
May the rate to Italy dropped to 20c.

Two new stamps were added for these rates









• 1907 rate to France dropped to 10c

• No need for 15c stamp-revalued to 10c

• Little use for 1F stamp-revalued to 35c

• Little use for 2F and 5F stamps-
revalued

• 40c for a double foreign rate

• 75c for foreign single registered rate



















Postal Use of the Stamps



1888 rates



Single domestic rate of 15c.  Early use (July 20, 1888) of First issue stamps



15c first issue paying domestic rate on July 21, 1888



First issue 40c stamp single domestic registered rate.  First issue 40c stamps are tough.



Single registered and insured domestic rate.  15c postage + 30c insurance (10c per 100F) + 25c registration.

40c first issue and two 15c second issue from 1888 printing.





Single foreign 
registered rate

5F first issue
1888 printing



1893 Rates                                  



Single  internal rate using 10c second issue stamp 1900 printing



Single internal registered rate with manuscript 10c paying the AR fee.  Postage paid with 35c second issue, 1901 printing.



Journal rate paid with 1c pair from second issue 1888printing



Journal rate paid with 2c  from second issue 1888printing



Single rate to France 15c second issue 1893 printing



Insured mail to France using 75c first issue 1888 printing



Single rate to Italy. The 5c stamp is first issue 1897 printing



Registered single letter foreign rate using 5F second issue stamp 1888 printing



1907 Rates



Single rate to France using overprinted 10c on 15c 1908 printing



Postage due





Beja to Tunis June 13, 1889.  Postage was 30c for a double rate.  30 X 2 = 60 minus 15c paid.  Postage due tax of 45c is correct


