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. _
A bout four years ago I was prese D t 
at an auction when a grey haired gen
tleman was pointed out to me - "That's 
the famous Gilbert ••• n After the sale 
I met him for the first time and it was 
the beginning of many and f r e que nt 

I • 
friendly meetings. Now these meet1ngs 

 are irrevocably over and with them has 
gone a part of my heart, and a door has 
been forever shut on my richest phila
telic pleasures! Gerard Gilbert died 
on the night of May 7th. 

We would meet in all sort of places 
and the hours would fly by - never a 
talker had a more interested listener
and infinite were the stories, lesso~s 
and anecdotes - -Doctor, you like the 
Bordeaux. I have seen them grow, when 
I was only 10 and in knee pants I was 
selling the 80 centimes for 12 sous and 
making 2 sous profit ••• " From the pro-

fit of 2 sous so fondly remembered Mr. 
Gil bert went on to be thegre a test dea
ler in his time and it was in one of 
his sales, the Mors sale, that history 
was made when for the first tim e a 
stamp brought the fantastic and unheard 
of price of 100,000 francs. 

Many other great Bales went by CUl
minating in the Ferrari sales. There 
never had been and never will be an
other sale like this-and to my and our 
good friend went the honor of holding 
them. He had been selected by the 
French Government not only for his pre
em:inence as a dealer but bee.ause of his 
great reputation as an expert. Por to 
Mr.Gilbert stamps were not merely pie
ce s o.f p·ro pe rty capa bl e of bringing 
prices rivalling rare jewelB;they were 
to him jewels of another kind -- to be 
studied, understood and treasured in 

(Continued on back page) 



DOW YOUI 
(Continued from p.ll) 

SYRIA 

There are many forged surcharges of all the 
more expensive stamps. They should be exper
tized. The surcharges most often forged are 
those of the first issue, the first two airmail 
iSSUBS and the Aleppo set of 1920. 

Ooncerning the latter, a great many forger
ies can be avoided by remembsring t h a, t the 
fleuron was only printed in the originals on 
stamps bearing the GJd.on surcharge in Type II. 

O. M. F., 
Syrie~! 

f\,- J'" 
PIASTRE 

GecLe:on. _ TyI"_.II 

This surcharge has only a Imm 
spacing betwsen "Syrien and 
the numerals,and the whole of 
the surcharge is 14mm.high~hs 
clue of the Ged.on printings 
is in the "e" o f "Syrie"which 
is wide and always open; fur
thermore, the ink u sed by that 
firm is always very shiny. 

SOUDAN 

-1894 Surcharge on the Dubois type.The for
geries are on original stamps or are on forged 
stamps (see General. Issues). The original sur
charge being lithographed,as in the forgeries, 
it is very hard to tell,and the stamps, being 
expensive, should be expertized. Fournier can
cellation on originals or forged stamps:double 
circle, 24 mm. diameter, to the left KAYES, to 
the right SOUDAN FRA NOAIS, in the center ~E/7 
FEVR. 9~. 

1894-1900- Groupe type. - The Whole set was 
.forged by Fournier (see General Issues). 

SO MALI COAST 

DJIBOUTI - Thore are dangerous forgeries of 
the early overprints and their varieties.These 
stamps should be expertized. 

1894 - The 25 and 50 francs (diamonds) were 
cleverly forged by Fournier.They should be ex
pertized, but a few signs nill help one to be 
-careful. In the forgeries: under the ·s· of 
"Fcs" there is a dot instead of a comma, the 
"0" of "50· is as big as the "5".hen it should 
be smaller. Fournier cancellations are: wavy 
.outer circle with interrupted inner oircle DJI
BOUTI 18 OOT 99 POST ES; double circle, inner 
circle interrupted DJIBOUTI 10- AOUT 97 COLONIE
FRANCse; a similar cancel with COTE FRANOAISE 
DES SO~ALIS 7 MARS 04 DJIBOUTI(ihls iatter was 
also used on the 25 and 50 fr.Obock) .These two 
stamps were mainly used for fiscal purposss, a 
few were used for postal necessities and these 
were stamped with a control letter and numeral. \ 
They exist also stamped with the ls-ttel""S· for 
·SPECIMEN,· the ·S· was removsd and the stamp 
sold for regular stamps. These latter are very 
dangerous. So many 'S·s were removed that now 
a stamp with the "S" is oonsiderably scaroer 
than a normal stamp. 

The surcharges of 1899 to 1902 were all ooun
terreited. 

The stamps of 1902 and 190, were all illi
citly rsprinted. These clandestine stamps are 
all on thick papsr always slightly tinted, but 
the originals ars on thin .hite paper. The im
pression of the originals is sharp and the per
forations regular; in the "phonies" the print
ing is not nearly so sharp and the perforations 
are, irregular. From the same illegal origin 
come practically all the inver~ed centers and 
varieties. They should not bs collected. 
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SENEGA~~IA AND NIGER 

190, - Groupe type -The whole set was forged 
by Fournier (see General Issues) 

SENEGAL 

1887-1892 - As there are many types of the 
surcharges (of 1887) and as the stamps are all 
valuable, they should be expertized. There are 
Fournier surcharges both on original stampe and 
on the forgeries(see General Issues). Fournier 
cancellations are,double cirole, inner one in
terrupted, two stars on the sidee- a) 2lt mm. 
diam. SENEGAL 2 SEPT 92 ST LOUIS; b) 22mm.diam. 
SAINT LOUIS 12 SEPT 92 SENEQAL;c) 22mm.diam.DA
KAR 11 JUIL 92 SENEGAL; ~ .avy Circle, n 0 
stars, maximum .idth 25~mm. ST LOUIS A DAKAR 4 
JUIN 92 SENEGAL upside down. 

1892-1912 - Groupe type - The .hole set .as 
forged by Fournier (see General Issues). 

190, - The surCharges have been forged by 
Fournier. 

1906 - Balay type(for forgeries see General 
Issuss) • 

1915-18 - :led Croee -The varieties have been 
forged very ~eceptively and are found both un
use d and on cover; expertization necessary. 

1903 - Posta ge Dues - (for forgerist' see 
General I esues ) • 

SAINT PIERRE AND MIQUELON 

There are a great many sur~harges in this 
colony. Outside o f the early onss MOS~ of them 
were speculative and made expr~sBly f or the 
"needs" not of the postal authorities but of 
the stamp dealers. T hi~ propensity seemB to be 
a tradition, as witness the highly fishy "Free 
French· issues of recent date. 

1885 - For ths forgeries of No.1 see General 
Issues. There are many forged surchar ges both 
on f orged stamps( No.l.) and on originals. There 
are also reprints of the surcharges. As these 
three stamps are very valuable, they s hould be 
e~pertized witbout fail. 

1385-91 - Surcharges with bar betwesn fig
ures of Talues and SPM - All the e u r char ges 
.ere forged by Fournier; for those on forged 
stamps of Dubois type see General Issues. 

1886 - Provisionals -PD bar and numeral.The 
iesue of_ these three small labels ~es notregu
larly authori~ed. Due to a lack of stamps, the 
postal authorities .ere onll authorized to 001-
lect postage and apply to the mail the mention 
PD(Paid · to Destination). A han~ struok marking 
.as meant but as this .as understood and not 
speoified, the postal authorities, not adverse 
to making a profit, took advantage of the so
~alled ·ambiguity" and printed adhssive labels 
with the PD and a figure of value. Those who 
still want to collect 'them should .at least know 
that they have been "imitated" in su~h quanti
ties by Fournier and others that the large ~a
jority are counterfeits. 

1891 - Surcharge ST.PIERRE M-on.-For forged 
stampe see General Issues. The forged surchar
ges have also been applied to originals. For 
thoee made and cancelled by Fournier the can
cellations are: double oircle,inner one inter
rupted, 22t mm. diam. aT PIERRE ET UIQUEIION 12 
SEPT 92 star at bottom; idem, 22 mm. ILE AUX 
CHIENS 2 AOUT 92 sT PIERRE ET MIQon in blackor 
blue. 

1891-92 - Surcharged with new values-Forged 
surcharges on both originals and forged stamps 
(see General Issues). 
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PAQUEBOT 1---

POSTED 
AT SEA 

.F~, 6 
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SAfNT-PIERRE & MIOUElON 

Notes on the postal Markings 
By Robert G. Stone(6l) 

(Cont.from Vol.II No.3, p.9) 

FOREIGN MARKINGS ON SPM STAMPS 

The foreign arrival ~arks on loose 
sbip letters from SPM consist of: a) spec
ial types reading ·paquebot"or ·postedat 
sea ll

, etc. ,and b) the usual types of "kill
er~" and town postmarks,of the places of 
arrival. The first class are distinctive 
and few in number whereas the latter are 
of many varieties.(For illustrations see 
Jarrett' s"British North America Handbook, 
1929 11 and Boggs:Postage Stamps and Postal 
History of Newfoundland")They are mostly 
familiar to collectors of used Canadian 
and Newfoundland stamps or c~vers. Very 
occasionally an RPO cancel of railway 
roail ~outes running out of Halifax,North 
Sydney, or Port aux Basques appears on a 
SPM stamp. We shall illustrate here only 
the special "paquebot" types and some of 
the killers, so they can be identified 
when only partly showing on B stamp off 
cover.Quite likely French, British, Ice-
landic, and U. S. port of arrival marks 

will also be found on SPM stamps but such uses must be vary exceptional and 
'.'I e have yet to run across any. (See Cockrill's: "Ocean Mails".) 

Th e g reat majority of the cancellations are in black, but red was used oc
caeionally from 1880 on and in more recent years, purple. 

It is per'haps si !'lJplest to list the arrival marks on SPM stamps primarily 
accordin g to the port and secondaril y by t h e style of mark. 

Fo r ', :{a 1 ifax: --
aT-i-straight line "Paquebot" in black( Fig.l), used from 1890"9 to about 

1915 (?); not coremon. 
b ) A machine ca n cel with 

and in the Slogan box 
used since about 1920 
moderately common. 

circle-date stamp reading tlHalifax!--( dat;e)--N.S." 
in 5 lines "Paquebot -- Posted, -- at Sea"(Fig.2) 
to date, concurrently with types (8) and ( c); --

c) A lar g e circ ti lar cnncel inscribed in several lines: "Paqucbot -- Posted 
at S e a -- Received--( date)--Hali:l: .... ax" (Fig.,?). Used since about 1905 to 
date; the commonest Halifax "paq.~ mark on SPM stamps. 

d) Ordinary circle-date stamps of Halifax, some in duplex with s. killer of 
~ orizontal parallel bars (Fig.4). Occasional between 1890 and 1920. 

e) A mac ~ ine roller cancel of parallel bars with name and number of post 
office inserted Sideways. These are found for other ports,such as Yon
treal, etc. 

f' Railway ~ail cancels, routes from Halifax; rarely. 
F~r North ~l.dn~~~~neyl N. S. s --
~ Regular Sydney and No. Sydney circle-date cancela. Occasional on SPM 

sta~p9, 1890's to date. 
b) A circular cork Pkiller" in blac~Fig.5), about 5/8~ diameter, seen oc

casionally on SPt{ sta·lIp s, 1890' 8-1920 ( ca.); on cove rs the No rth Sydney 
dated :? ostmarlc: will be found as a backstamp. These cork killers VI ere 
used in other ports as well, and there are many varieties,- as square, 
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GERAR D GIL B E~T ••• 

his min d . Era. Gi l be rt ha s told me how so o f ten 
she had to get out o f bed a t , A. ~ . to c ha s e 
her husb and t o h is own . 

The g r ea t est p h ilate li c p l easu re of hi s l i f e 
wa s not t he Fe rrari s a l e s but the purc ha s e o f 
the Pa stre corr espo n de n c e, tha t enor mo us t r e a 
sure trov e of pos t al hi stor y that broug ht t o 
li gh t so man y n ew f inds a nd ~ a de so man y col
l e ctors ha ppy . : :r .G il be r t ,,! wam i n the ~ lis s o f 
h u ndre ds o ~ t ho u s ands o f u n s or t e d cover s ne v e r 
once ha ndl e d b y a coll e ctor. Fr om t h i s c o rr es 
po n de n c e ha s co roe mu c h o f o ur k n o wl e d g e o t' ? a
que bot mar kin g s . . 

Be f or e c o mi n g to t his co un t r y , ~ r. Gi lbe rt 
wa s act i ve i n t h e Ac ad er:J ie d e ;:hil at e li,e 0 f 
Paris,in c onsta nt co l labor a ti on n ith tha t b ro u p 
o f brill i ant phil a teli c s tud e nts t hat nu~ o er ed 

Fran9 0 is, La nglois, St ro ws !ci , Eo ursel e t, J o ,{ , 
Vene z iani, Dillema n a nd o t~e rs . The book s wr it
ten b ~ him were few , being lim~ted to one ~ or k 

on "Alsace Lorra ine, Cr ea t ion des Eur e a ux de 
Poste j u s qua 1 870" a n d , i n co ll abor a tion with 
Boursel e t, Warec hal and Fran ~ o i s , " L a Poste ~ a r
itime , Les p a quebo ts Pr an gais et Le ur s Ca c :1e ts ." 
But ever y book t hat wa s publis h ed und e r ano th- ' 
erls name ha d a l a r g e pa r t o f Gilb e rt i n i t -
the y \"Ie re all brought t o h i m f o r h is a dv ice a n d 
criticis ms-Dill e manls cl a s s ic o n t n e Bor de a ux
just t o nam e on e . 

In the li f e of our Gr ou p ~ r . Gi l bert' s d e a th 
le a ves a n e nor mous gap .- Ue las no t onl y our 
Ho n ora r y Chairma n but a l s o o ne o f o u r e ar l i e~ t 

spo n sors. All o f us, tho se t hat c ame i n clo s e . 
p e rsonal conta c t s and t h e o t he r s who o f t e n lis
te ne d and b enefite d b y h is ad vice, 'IIill fe e l 
t h e irre pl a c ea bl e los s . rI i s l a s t of f icial a c t 
was t he Ch airmans hip o f the commit t e e for r e
visions on France i n t h e S cott Cat a lo gue - u n
dertaken at t he sug gestion o f I.1 r.Hu ghClar k ,t he 
publis her. 

And no w what i s t he r e left to sa y - exce p t 
t V/O dates - He wa s bor n in pari s on Nove mber I , 
1 3 79 and died in New Yor k o n May 7,194 3 . I s a w 
him in h i~ be d ten da y s before he died and I 
a m remin ded b v h is conv e ra a t i on a nd advice on 
tha t day of "t h at vers e o f Lucrecius t h at ne 
would have liked best to leave for us: -

" Et quasi cprsores, vitae lampada tradunt •••• " 
 
FORGERIES 

1892 - Posta g e dues surc h arged and with TP
The surcharges ar e o n both orig i nals and on 
for g e d stamps( see General Is s u e s ) .Some but not 
all of t h e f or ge d surchar ges are lith o grap h ed 
instead of bein g t y po g raphe d a s on originals; 
how ever, some of the fo r ged surc har g es are typo
graphed. 

189 2-1912 - Groupe type - The whole set has 
bee n f or g e ci by Fournier(see Ge n era l Issues). -
The s a me rec ar k a p plies to t he f irst two Parcel 
Post stampo. 

1941(Dec.) - " Pre e :< rench" Is s ues - We h e ve 
just le a rne d t hat f or' t he scarcer values,f orged 
overpri n ts we re very recentl y manufa ctured in 
New Yor k . t. he ::! sent to Ca n ada to be put on cov
ers wh i ch were in turn taken to t he Colony - - 
th ere t he y ~ e r e Ki n dl y c a ncell a d and shipped 
bacle to Hew Yor k where t h e y are now bein g sold. 
BEIA RE of al l eKpensive items l 
-- l89~ - Posta ge Dues - There are f or ged sur
char ge s on both ori g inals and f or ge d stamps, 
(see General Issues). (To be continued) 
ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON • 

quartered or cut in ot her various ways. 
c) Large circ.ular cancel i nscribed in seve

ral lines same as t ype (c) for Halifax, 
but n No rth Sydney , H. S.· in plac_e 0 f 
· Halifax"(Fig.~). Used since about 1905; 
very common on SP!.I stamps after 1920 par
ticularly. 

~ Railway mail cancels,routes fro m No.Syd
ney or Sydney; rare. 

!or~ntreal.L P. Qo: --
ar-A very smudgy crown centersd inside of a 

(broken?) circle,( Fig.6) used on loose ship 
letters occasionally since 1890 1 s; not 
COmmon on SPM. (A regular ~ontreal circu
lar postmark will be on t " e cover with 
this mark.) 

b) A machine roller cancel o f 11 horizonta l 
bars a n d "Montreal, P.Q." i n s e rted side
way s at inte rv a ls in sma ll letters simi
lar to t hat use d in " alifax t y pe (e). 

c) Various re gu lar circular Uontreal post
lllarks. 

!~~Quebec.L_~~.!.1 
a) Various mac h ine cancel s, consist i n g o f 

usual circular date d postmar k in duplex 
with f lag or slo gan box;very r a re on SPM. 

E.o!._St.!._!Lq,llU IS , N e '.V f~~!!!!.!.~.2.: --
a) Various " k illersii', in for ra of circles or 

ovals o f parallel heavy bars or di am on ds , 
l 890 l s to date. 

b) Va rious circular dated post illa r ks and ma
chine can cels with Slo gans. 

c) Rail wa y mail cancels,re a ding" T. p .O."from 
st. J ohns , e tc. 

E~~~L~ux-1!.~~9..ue~_~e ;Y fo~ndland : -
(Si mil a r t yp es to t hos e o i' s t.Jo hn s). 

I n ad dit i on to t he abo v e Canadian ports,
the r e is a pos si b i li ty o f f indi ng SPU sta mps 
ca n celle d a t man y other o f t he s ID all co a s tal 
to wn s o f t h e St.La wr e nc e Gu lf re g ion. 

COR RECTION :Cn 0 .1 2 of l ast is s u e un de r Type 
G, I s a i d I doubted ~he ex i s t e n c e o f t h is type 
f or IL E AUX CHIE NS, but I ha v e j u st f ound a 
spec i loen , da t ed 1 882 . 

Thi s e n ds ~ r. Sto ne's srticle on St.Pierre. 

1

NEW MEMBERS We l come to o~r new ·." e mbe r s : 

1,O-ROLLA: D,A n dr~- 4 5 -l 5 4,r d St. , Su n nY Side, 
;{' Y . ( F . & Col. U . a n d Unuse d) 

l'1- RUSS E LL , 'i llia~- 7 Vinton St., Melro s e, hl ass. 
(P. to 1 8 76 . Al geria) 

1~ 2-STUART,El mer- 5 g 1 . Wa s h in g ton St. , Chic ago, 
Ill. (F 19th and 20th Century) 

1~'-BALL,D. B .-4 227 H.Ashland Ave., Chicago,Ill. 
(C o ve r s o f F .& Col. 19 t h & 20t h Centur y) 

l34-LAKE,Sidney- 10,' Uadison Ave.,Pate rson, N J 
(F.20t h C.onl y U.& Un.-also Pr ec anc e ls - - _ 
Pa quebots mar k in ga,all Cols. Guian a , ~ art
ini q ue ~ Oceania-all can c.plus p aquebote) 

1~5-HA LL ,G . B urnle y-700 S . Main St., Loc k Haven, 
Pa. (F. & Col.) 

136-KUHLUAN, Henr y-58 ~ .Washin gton St.,Ch icago, 
Illinois 

- CHANGE OF AD D3iSa -

MO hft~S,S. K .(89) to 4 8 4 5 ] .A dams St., Chic ago, 
Ill. 

THO MAS,B.( 36) t o 73 Perry St., New Yor k , N. Y. 
KEPNER,E.E.( 8 6) to 20,4 Colorado Blvd.,Los An

geles, California 


