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CAMEROUN CURRE NT OANOELLATIONS 

By J en Hamilton, Jr.(60) 

Ca me roun cancellation s adequatdly fill the bill for the collector desirin[ 
something interestinGly diffe r ent . The numb~r of post office s and post~Brks 
are enou gh to make a quest f or the postal markings ofthism andut e i nt riE uin: . 

There are 60 re gular post offices and three railroad(travelling)post o:' f
ices in Caceroun. They are shown ob the nap . The numbers correspond ~ith 
t hos e in the list of post offices cont a i n ed in this article. (Editor 4 a notel 
Ao there seeDed to be important discrepancies in the location of the s e off
ices, and I TIBS not able to ge t in touch nith Mr. Hamilton,who is in t he Ar
my, I have taken the liberty to redraw the map, locatin g only those offices 
I wa~ ,ble to locate on official map a. The enuDeration rollows M~.Hamiltonts 
list.) 

Typical Cameroun postmarks are illustrated depictins 
Type 10 r eally comes in t wo for ms . The t y pe illust rated 
T he other kind,not shown,has wide letters as in type 2. 
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the 14 basi c typ es . 
has narron letters. 

(Cont.on back page) 
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* * * * 
CAMEROUN •••• (Continued from page 4) 

RAILROAD(TRAV ELLING) POST OFFICE POSTMARKS 
There are 3 railroads in Oameroun, The Nor

thern Railroad, 161 kilomet.er·s long, running 
from ·Bonaberi to If 'Kong-Samba; the Central RR, 
308 kms.long, running from Douala to Yaounde; 
and the Otele-M'Balmay~ RR, a short, narrow 
gauge line. 

The Northern RR uses type 11 postmark. Type 
13 is the regular Central RR postmark.However, 
since the early part of 1941 the type 12 post
mark has been put in use on the Central R~This 
I have seen only on the 50c Free French over
printed Oameroun stamp(Oameroun #264) • The 
Otele-M'Balmayo RR uses type 14 po'stmark. 
BOOK REVIEWS 
We want to thank our member Kr.Fritz Billig 

for sending us volume III of 'Billigts Phila
telic Handbook,' published by Billings Stamp 
Company, 151-14 85th Ave.,Jamaica 2,N.Y.,price 
'3.00. 

Volume 1.11 of this very valuable series con
tains much of particular interest to collectors 
of France. Included are listings of the Pre
cancels, Balloons and Balloon Letter-Journals, 
Booklets and DeLuxe and Miniature sheets,every 
item in these . four sections being priced. But 
the great value of the book lies in a complete 
listing of the numeral cancellations,bothlarge 
and small. This section alone covers 45 pages 
of close print and is wsll worth the price of 
the book. This list is identical to the one we 
supply in the supplements and if anyone get s 
tired of waiting, we a~e happy to say that at 
last such a list is available in this country. 

Other sections of interest to the GrouD are 
a list by our member Delf Norona,of the A:E.F. 
post offices in Europe(practically all of them, 
in France); a full illustrated listing of the 
postal stationery of Al geTia and of its Parcel 
Post stamps; an illustrated listing of the Mo
rocco LOcal Post~. 

It is Mr.Billi g 's intention to continue to 
publish additional sections on postal station
ery and we can only congratulate him on rendel'
in g a real service to collectors. There has 
lon g been a crying need for a modern catalo gue 
of foreign postal stationery. 
We have just received the first three sect
ions of the "Priced Oatalo gue of Local Postag e 
Sta mps " b y E.F.Hurt and L. N.& g .Williams, pub
lished by our member E.F.Hurt,12 Dalkeith Koa~ 
Ha r pen den, Herts.,En gland, price 5 shillin gs 
for each section.ln the U.S.it can be obtained 
from Billings Publications(address above), . l~O 
in the U.S.per section. The fourth and fin al 
section will be forthcoming in January. 

There are relativel y more Local Stamps that 
fall into the orbit of a French colle ction than 
even French specialists are aware of--the rea
son bein g , of course, lack of lJstings in the 
standard catalogues .The firet 3 sect ions of Mr. 
Hurt's catalogue include among French locals, 
A~iens strike issue, the much n.glected .Cheri
fien Posts that were r eal l y an official ad
junct to the French. Postal Service in Morocco, 
the Christmas Island via Tahiti,the French New 
Hebrides Co., Gauthier Freres, Haut- Oubangi, 
the Lorin Agency . Part IV will include the 
Moreau, Valenciennes and Uherifien handstamps. 
All the Morocco Locals are listed, alphabeti
call y , we regret to· say,and not as one section, 
which would have been more nat.ur.al and practical. 
. . 
announcIng 

of importance to ALL members 

that at the December meeting ths \'Iorking ar
rangement of the Group was completely ohanged 
and reorganized. 

'1'he steady growth of the Group and the pres
sure of other duties made it imperative that 
Dr.Vaurie ~e helped in handling the work. !his 
wil.l be ha'1\'dled by a complete organization e
lected as follows, 

~reasurer, Mr. Paul Baudry 
Recording ~ecretary, Mr. George Mary 
Oorresponding !ec'y, Miss H.V.Z.Anthony 

All correspondence relatin g to inquiries, _ ap
plication for membership, and the renewal of 
d~es or any other matter ooncerning the Group, 
are from now on to be sent to Miss Anthony, at 
24 rranklin Place, hlontclair, New · Jersey. Dr. 
Vaurle continues only in the capacity of Editor 
of the *France and Colonies Philatelist' and 
orily corre~pondence relating to Editorial pol
icy and all contributions of material for pub
lication should be addressed to him at 5 East 
53rd St.,New York 22, N.Y. 

Application for membership will be turned 
over by Hiss Anthony to a membership committee 
consisting of l!essrs r.Oolombain,C.T.Boettgsr, 
and A. J. Dean. 

The Group President is Mr.S.G. · Rich and the 
Vice-President Mr. R. Lesgor. 

~ *" * * So far onl y half of the members have sent in 
their dues. Pl eas e cooperate and pay promptly. 

• * * * 
We are going to use addresso g r a ph plates so, 

plea3e make sure that your addrsss is complete 
and includes postal districts where the y exist. 
NEW MEMBERS ~1e ·lcome to our nen members: 

144-BRISKIER~Dr.A.-Mt.Sinai Hospital, 5th Ave. 
nt 100th ~tJ, New York, ~. Y. 

l45-BI1L1G,1".-15l-l4 85th Ave.,Jama ica 2·, 1'LY . 
l4 6-PETE;'lSON,E. N.-4364 Oaken'.'lald Av.Chica go,Ill. 
l47-0RAPSE R, 0.C.- 4723 Sheridan Road, Apt. B" 

C l1 ic(l~o, Ill. 
14 5-D1Al:AND,A.-ll So .La Salle St.Chioago~,3, Ill. 
l49 -Z1 NB~EISTER,J.E.- 340 South Pine Ave.,C h i-

cago, Ill. ~ 

l50-JANKO nSKI,L.-lO South La Salle Bt.Chicago, 
3, Ill. 

l5l-GA PI NSKI,J.-814 No.Ashland Ave~hicago,Ill. 
l52-KOZAKIEliICZ,Dr.L.-1530 No. Damen Ave. Ohi-

c.ago, Ill. ' ~ j 
* * * * 

I e wish to thaftk Ur.Reeves personally and 
publi.cl y for his erest \'Tork il1 sending us all 
the above Chicago members •.• Chicago, how about 
it? 'IIhy not holll r.1eetings of your own? -- \1e 
would li ke to see an active Ohioa 30 section •• 
Get g oing Ben ." 
* CHANGE OF ADDRESS * 

KNOLLMUELLER,John(7')) to 2159 Preston St.,Salt 
Lake City 5, Utah 

QUEYROY , Edmond 0) to 27 East 95 St.,lIew York,II.Y. 



KfiOW YOUR fORGfRIES 
(Oontinued from Vol.II, p.24) 

MADAGASOAR 

1889-91 - There are very many and various 
forged surc harge s. Some of these forged sur
charges were made by Fournier 'both on ori ginals 
and on forgeries of the Dubois type ( se e Gene
ral Issues) ;the forged cancellation iSI double 
circle, 2~ mm, TAMATAVE '25 JANV 91 MADAGASOAR. 
Have these surcharges ex pert ized. 

1891 - Typo g raphed locally - Dangerous for
ge ries exist, es pecially of the 1 and 5 franc. 
some of these even on covers . On the ori ginals 
each etamp is different and t.herefore the Ie 
stamps should be expertized. There ars sev e ral 
forgeries, usuall y lithagraphed;on one of them 
the lsttsrs in ths \ford POSTES are thicker ·,than 
those in FRANOAISE. Besides the f orged cancel
lation mentioned above there are 2 others used 
on these stam-p s I a). TAMATAVE 15 OCT 91 MADAGAS
CA R, b) TAMATAVE 25 MARS 92 MADAGASOAR -- both 
double Circles, 2~ mm. 

1895 - Forgeries exist in which the over
print is lithographed instead of typographed.
as . in the originals. 

1895 - Majung a Issue -The sincerity or need 
f or these pro visionals is under a cloud --- if 
you must colle~t them, they should be sxper
tized and should be cancel lsd 25 Feb. 1895.
Fournisr forgeries of t he se bear the fo r ged 
cancellation: double circle, 2~ mm, MAJUNGA 28 
DEC 96 l.iADAGASCAR. 

1139 6 - Surc ha r ges in oval -Thsss stamps were 
su ppo sedly made u p for mi litary mail and with 
the excs pti on of the 25 on 40 never saw ths in
side of, a post offics. They were exceedingly 
well for ged, including the cancellation; how
ever i n the latter a sli ght oversight put ·the 
T of ET too close to t he P of pE1§, whereas 011 
the original cancellation there is a s pace bs
tween thsm of about It mm. The y ws r e also fo~ 
ged by Four'nier with t he cancellationl double 
Circle, 2~ mm . TALI ATAVE 7 SEPT 96 ~.: ADAGASCAR •• 
Expertize these stamps. 

1896-1906- 12 - Groupe type - The whale ' sst 
was for ged b y Fournier(see General Issues) ,who 
used the forged cancellation mentioned in the 
p receding paragraph. The varieties of the set 
of 1912 were likewise forged on ori ginal s. 

1902 - Surcharge s - Dangero us · forgeries -If 
on for ge ries of the Groupe type, they are ob
vious, b.ut if on originals they should absol
utely be expertized, especiall y those on the 
Die go-Suarez stam ps and all the rare and expen
sive varieties . The variety "\fithout comma" 
offe red 1s usually a normal stamp w 1 t h the 
comma scratched out. 

1904 - In 1904 a miracle happened in various 
offices throughout the colony. Many stamps 
mysteriously disappeared only to reappear 0 n 
covers, ne~tly cut in t wo and handsomely ador- . 
ned with handstamps , almoet all worded identi
c a lly -Affranchissement exceptionnel ••• etc.ft 
Naturall y only a very few stamps were manufac
tured thus so as not to spoil the market. The 
handstamps being the pers6nal init.iative and 
property of the officials, they were retained 
by them and it is even whispered that these men 
were not adverse to using them from time t. 0 
time to oblige friends •••• or -perhaps for cash. 
The collectors who have a strong stomach and 
are willing to swallow these should be advised 
that other people got envious and manufactured 
their own handstamps. 

1921 - ~he surcharge 1 fr.on 5 frs • . on Zebu 

3 
type has been f orged, also the r ~ d and black 
surchar g es 25c on ~5c of the 1908 set. Compare 
or expertize. 

1896 - Postage Dues - The overp'rints were 
forged by Pournier both on ori ginals and for
geries of the dues(see General Issues) ,and ac
companied by the 'forged cancellation described 
under the provisionals of 1896. 

LEBANON 

For the overprints on the Merson type check 
up in General Issues if the stamps themselves 
are not. forgeries. 

The overp rints, especially the bi- lingual 
ones, are very complex and present innuD~rable 
varietie~ «nd errors. As some o f ' these are 
fairly expensive and rare, I would not . be sur-
prised if forgers had been tempted. . 

19 ~0 - Twenty sets 'of the Silk Oongrese eet 
were issued imperforated. As some of the per
forated stamps have very large margins,the per
forations have been trimmed off and thess of
fered as the imperforates. These s houl d not be 
bought except in pairs. 

LATTAKIA 

No f orgeries kn own. 

IVORY COAST 

1892-19QO-12 - Grou pe type -
~ has been forged by Fournier (see 

1904 - There exists a for g ery 
· ~Oc. Expertize. 

The whole s .et 
Genll.Issues). 
o f the 0.0 5 0 n 

1906 - Balay type - for forgeries see Gene
ral Issues for the colonies - forged cancella
tion, double circle, inner circle interrupted, 
GRAND-BASSAM( small star) 25 MARS 15 OOTE D' IVOIRE. 

1915 - Red Oross - For ge d variety do U b 1 e 
surcharge - also exists on covers. 

190~-05 - Pa rcel Post - There are man y 
t ype s and varieties; specializatio n and exper
tization are necessary. There are many forged 
surcharges on originals but mostly 0 n forged 
postage dues (see General Issues). 

ININI 

No forgeries known. 

I NDO OHI NA 

1889 - There are forged surcharge s on orig
inals as well as on Fournier forgeries of the 
Dubois · type (see General Issues) .The varieties 
of the surcharge are also forged. The forged 
cancellations are: double circle, 24mm (a)NAM
DINH 1 OCT 92 TONKIN, (b) HANOI ~e/27 FEVR 94 
TO NKI N. These were also used on the forgeries 
of the Groupe type and on those of Annam and 
Tonkin. 

1892-1900-12 - Groupe type - The ' whole set 
Msbsen .forged by Fournier(see General Issues). 
In a4dition to the above forged cancellations, 
there are two morel a) double circle, 22mm, HA
NOI 2E/21 JUIL 92 TONKIN, b) 2~mm,HA-NOI 2E/20 
AOUT · 92 ~ONKIN. 

1914-17 - Red Oross - Porged surcharges es
pecially of the double. triple and quadruple 
surcharges. ~hese varieties are under a cloud 
of suspicion even when original. 

1919 -Forged surcharges of the two piastre. 
values in which the fipal S of~IASTRES is de
fective and blurred at the edges. T~ese for
geries exist. likewise fo.r the sets of the ,of
fice s of Canton ', Ho i-Hao, Kouan g-Tcheou, Mongtseu. 
Pakh01 Tchong-Kin g and Yunnar;fTou'b ti d) 

I * * * * ~ 0 e con nue 



CURRENT CI.NOELLATION8 •••• 

~ype 1, t~rmerly universally usad at Came 
roun post o1'tices, is now obsol.ete at all ex
cept Mora which alone uses this type on all 
mail. lome 01' the types shown have, from time 
to time, been applied i n oolored inks. Por ex
ampls, until very recently Xentzou's postmarks 
were handstamped in blue ink and the postm.ark 
01' )lessamena, Oampo, Djoum, and Tibati have 
Bometimes been applied in purple ink.Black ink 
is the common color. 

"ollowing is a. list or Cameroun post ortices, 
ofticial dates 01' inauguration under French ad
m1n1strati~n, and type of postmark used. ~he 

numbers, referring to typs 01' postmark, refer 
to tbe numbers under respective illustrations: 

~lDeroun 

f" 
, 

~ ... 
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\ 
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.q 
.54 

.45 
58 

.6 

. • I 
Z 
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POST o Fl"ICE DATE OPENID TYPE PMK. 
I N USE 

1 •. Abong-MIBang May 1·6, 1927 2 
2. Akanoling a June 25, 1917 2 
5 . Ambam Sept.27, 1954 7 
4. Ayos Mar. 20, 1925 2 
5. Bafang Oct. 14, 1926 2 
6. Ba1'ia Apr. 1;5, 19;51 5 
7. Ba1'oussam June 5, 1916 2 
B. Bang angte Dec. 5, 19;52 2 
9. Banyo Aug. 6 1950 7 

10. Batouri Feb. 24, 19;50 ;5 
11. Bertoua June 6, 1929 ;5. 
12. Betare-Oya P'eb. 2;5, 19;58 ;5 
1;5. Bonabari June 5, 1916 2 
14. Campo Oct. 20. 1926 7 
15. Djoum July 29, 19;50 7 
16. Douma July 19, 1927 ;5 
17. Dschan g June 5, 1916 2 
lB. Ebolowa May 14, 1917 2 

* ( a)Ebol ova ;5 
19. Edea June 5, 1916 **5a 
20. Eseka June 5, 1916 2,;5 
21. Fo rt- P'o ure au Apr. 24, 19;52 7 

4 
22. Powaban Mar. 10, 19;50 ;5 
2;5. P'oumbot -Dec. 12 , 19;50 2 r 
24. Garoua June 5, 1916 ~, ***5 

Nov. 25. Guidder 14, 19;57 ~ 
26. Kentzou Oct. 9, 19;51 2 
27. Kribi Mar. 22 , 1917 2, ;5 
28. Lolodort Apr. 16, 1917 2 
29. Lomie June 5, 1916 ;5 
;50. Lum Oct. 11, 19~7 6 
;51. Makak June ;5, 1922 ;5 
,2. Manoka Dec. 17, 19 55 ;. 

". Maroua May 1;5, 19;51 ;5 
;54. M'Balmayo Apr. 26, 1928 2 
;55. M'Banga Nov. 28, 1926 2 

;56. 
* *** (a) MBanga ;5 
Meiganga P'e b. 2B, 19;51 5 

;57. M610ng P'eb. 8, 1957 2 
;5-8. IAessamena Au g . 25, 19)6 ) 
)9. Mokol0 Apr. 5, 19)B 7 
40. Moloundou Apr. 6, 1925 7 
41. Mora Peb. ], 1917 1 
42. Nachti gal I.:ay 12, 

19 " 
) 

4). Nanga-Eboko May 12, 19):5 ;5 
44. !{ 'Dikinimeki Sept. 25, 1926 2 
4 5. N'Gambe Sept. ~:'>, 1925 7 
46. N 'Gaoundere Ma r. 25, lQ2~ 2 
47. rT 'Kon g-Samba June 5, 1916 *****5 
48. Nyombe(or N'Yo mbe ) Feb. 6, 1918 2 
49 . Ob a la Oct. 4, 1929 5 
50 . Otel e Sept. 25 , 192tl ) 
51. Poli Oct. 12, 1951 2 
52. Saa Ap r. I, 19)9 4 
5;5. Sangme11ma Apr. 15, 19 )1 ) 
54. Tibati Sept. 29, 1950 7 
55. Yabae si Sept. lO, 1917 ) 
56. Yagoua Sept . 22, 195) ) 
57. Yokadouma Feb. 7, 1917 5 
5B. Yoko ________ Ma~_1~192~ ) 

Postmarks or Oameroun capitalsl 
59. Do uala (adn1n1s tr s t1ve c apita l)* **** *June 

5, 1916 - The followin g post.marks are used by 
Douala post office, 2 ,),5,*·* ****8, 9 , 10. 

60. Yaounde(l eg1s1ative ca pl tal) op ene d May 
14, 1917. Yaounde uses types 2,) ,9 postmar\ill . 

* T he Ebol~~ spelling is erro neous.It was is
sued originally without proper aut hority . The 
pos·tmaster had understood that the go v ernment 
was going to chan e e the spe11ine of the t 01'1 n 
name fro m Ebo10wa t o Ebolova. Tbe c hange nas 
never made;------ -------
** In t ype 5 the letter s at top and botto~ a r e 
4 mm .high ; in t rpe )a they are but 5 mm . high. 
*** T'ype 5 Garo..ia postma r l~ has so f ar been s een 
only as a backstamp on a cover from Guidder , -
but probably t his type 5 Garoua postmark exists 
on Oameroun stamps. 
*** * ~he correct spelling is with apostrophe. 
Only in the type ) po stmark is the apostrophe 
missing. 
***** N'Kong~Samba has used a t ype 2 postcark 
17ith apostropbe and h yphen. It is not certain 
i1' it is still used. On t ype) the apostrophe 
and hyphen ar·e missing and the t.wo words are 
joined as one. 
**** ** The date of opening of the Douala -post 
of1'ic·e gtven here is the of1'icial date of 0 pan
ing under civilian authority. A military post 
of1'ice, jointly o perated by British and Pre n ch, 
was maintained in 1915. 
******* Type ~ postma rk has wavy killer bars at 
bbth sides 01' the postmark proper. This is a 
machine cancellation and is use d only at Douala. 

In1'ormation on the opening dates of the various 
po~t of1'ices supplied by M.Acier of Cameroun 
P.o.Dep't.,to whom my t hanks are extended. 

(Please turn back to page 2) 


