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KNOW YOUR FORGERIES 
(Ooatinu.' trOD Vol.III,p.ll) 

OONGO 

1891-92 - Looal ' o.erprint. and .uroharge. -
many type8 whio.h r.q"" re .pecialized .tu dy. -
Ther. are numerous 1'orgerie., In~ludlng .arie
tie.) and a. all t.h •••• tamp ... re expen.'i.e, 
they ahould be exp.rtized. 

1892 - Groupe typ. ·' - the whole .et haa b •• n 
forged by 'ournier ( •• e GeDeral I •• ue.). 

1900 - 5 on 200 an4 15 OD ,00 - Highly 4 .. n
gerou • . - expertizatloo ab.olutely •••• ntial. 

1900 - Large p10t.ori .. l. - ... ny 1' .. noy T .. r1e
tie. probably 01' ph~late110 iDtent. 

190, - Suroharc •• - .xpertiz .. tion n.ce •• ar~ 
1891 - Paroel Poat(Do,t 11etad b7 800tt) - -

rournier'. 1'org~r7 .how. blu1.h .1lk thread. 
111 t.h. pap.r anel 1. orude, .ea.uring 75 mm io-
.te ... of 85 mm. , 

The 1'orge4 c .. ncell .. tion8 of rournier l' 0 r 
t.U,. oolony are, 22t mm, LIBREVILL,E 1, NOV 92 
GABOB-OONGO;21fmm, LIBREVILLE 10 MARS 00 CONGO 
rR •• OAIS (th. hyph.n i. omitt.d after OONGO, -
While present in the original), LIBREVILLE lEI 
15 D~P 86 OONGO FRANCAIS. 

CO'ORINC RIN.\. 

1886-88 - Pournier h .. 8 torged all the o"er
printl including 14a. The.e forged 0"erprint8 
ha"e allo been applied to alread'}' cancelle d 
8tamp.. Fournier a180 made up 8everal forged 
cancellation81 a) double circle, inner inter
rupted, COCHINCHINE 6 qCT 76 SAIGON (the 76 18 
not bad! 8eeing the .tamp8 were only i8sued 10 
yeare 1atert), b) SAIGON ,E/7 NOV 86 OOCHINCHINE, 
c) SAIGON CENTRAL 2E/24 OCT 92 COCHINOHINE, d) 
MYTHO 2E/16 AOUT 92 OOCHINCHINE, e)BACLIEU lEI 
27 JUIN 92 COOHINCHINE. 

P08tage Due8 - with COCHINOHINE overprint 
diagonally - these were not officially author
ized. 

CILICIA 

All the 0.erprint8 ha"e been forged and all 
the .arietie8, which are legion. If you must 
col18ct these most unpopular stamps, check the 
expensive 8tamps with the cheapest ones - and 
ab80lutely do not buy the two Air Mails with
out having them expertized -- 99 and 9/10 % of 
the Air Mai18 are forgerie8l 

CASTELLORIZO 

1920 - Numerous forgeries of all the more 
expensive 8tamps - expertize. As Ca~tellorizo 
was occupied 8ince 1915 and used quite happily 
the unsurcharged stamps of the Levant,why sud
denly did it require in 1920 special 8tampsTOf 
course printed in ~mely restricted quanti
tiest Could the Governor have been philateli
cally .inded or in need of a llttle extra ca8h?! 

BENIN 

1892 - Overprinted 10cal17 on Duboi8 type -
The forgerie8 are extremely numerous ,the forged 
o"erprint being applied on original 8tamps, a8 
well a8 on the Pournier forgeries (see General 
188ues) • The Pournier cancellation i81 GRAND 
POPO, 7 NOV 92 BENIN, double circle, inner in
terrupted. 

1892 - Same but 8urcharged with new value8-
forgeries are just aa numerous as those of the 
preceding lseue. On these two iS8uee and all 
the Postage Due., the faot that a stamp has 
be.n legitimately u8.d on oover proves nothing, 
as the forgeri.8 went through the mai18 by oon
nivanoe of the postal clerks. TheSe iseue8 
should be .xpertized. 

' 189'-94 - Groupe type -- The whole set has 

14 

be.n 1'orc.4 b7 'ournier(.e. G.n.ral Ie.u •• ). 

1694 - Po.t .. g. Du •• - ••• remark ... bo.e. 

ABBAK AND TONKIN 

1888 - Dubol. t7P. o".rprlnt.d 10ca1l7- Th. 
g •• ulne .arletle. are num.rOU8 and 8pecialisa
tlon 1 ••••• nti .. l ... th.re are nu •• rOU8 torg.d 
.uroh .. rg... Ixp.rtlz .. tion i. n.c •• e .. ry. The 
orlginal h .. n4.ta.p~ w.r. u •• d cl· .. n4 •• tin.17 at 
a ,l .. ter d .. te but in th •• e printings the ink i8 
dlt1'er.nt. 'ournier 11.itat..d l no 1.e8 than 14 
"art.tie., u.ing tb. tollowing 1'orE.d o .. nc.ll .. -
tions, a) 40uble cirole, HA-NOI 21921 JUIL. 92 
TORIN, lJ) with iDt.rrupted inn.r circle, NAM
DINK lOOT 92 TONKIN, o)HANOI ~E/27 PEVRIER 88 
TONKlIf, 4) RUI 6 JUIL 88 ANNAM. 

AlfJOUAlf 

1892-1900-07-12 - Group. type -- Th. whole 
..t has b •• n 1'org.d by rournier( •• e General 18-
aue.). The forg.d canc.llation 181 double 00-
tagon,ABJOUAN 19 JUIN 04 COL. FRANO. 

Po.tag. Du.e - Th. o •• rprlnt ANJOUANm blue 
or blaok on the du •• ot the g.neral iseue8 tor 
the COlODi.s are mere tanta8ie8. 

ALGERIA 

1924-2!5 - Th.re .xi8t .ery dangerou8 tor
geri.8 ot the varieti •• of the first 1.8ue. Do 
Dot buy th •• e 'without .zp.rtlzation. 

1927 - Semi-P08tals - The whole set of o".r
print. hae b •• n forged ol.verly. 

ALEXANDRIA 

1899-1900 - Th. ov.rprint has been 1'org.d , 
aa in the case of Port Said. S •• 1'orgeriee in 
French Offic.s (in the Gen.ral Iaeu •• ). 

1902 - M.rson type - Dangerou. 1'orgeri •• (8". 
Gen.ral Issu.e). 

1921-2' - Surchargss --!lh the .xp.n8iv. 
on •• have been extremely w.ll forg.d. Do not 
buy without .xp.rtization. 

ALAOUITES 

I don't know of any forgerie~. 

(Thi. concludes this long s.ri.s of articl.s on 
the forgeri.8 of the Colonie. and officea.Muoh 
had to b. omitt.d, .sp.cially the forger1.e of 
the overprinte and eurcharges. It i8 earn.at
ly hoped that this will be of' service and will 
h.lp members avoid a few pitfalls.) 
SOCIETY NOTES 
AND ACTIVITIES 

Addr.se oommunications to Mis8 H.l.n V.Anthony 
24 Pranklin Plaoe, Montolair, N.w Jers.y 
NEW MEMBERS 'elco •• to our new m.mb.'rel 

172 - LIEBMAN, Mrs.Stuart A.-12a28 Miranda St. 
Nort.h Hollywood, Cal. (Indo China) 

17' - MC INTOSH, '.H.Jr. - 25 Hall Av •• , W.d
. ford 5!5, Mase. 

174 - UZNANSKI, Dr.Matt.h •• E.-liok • . r Park lIad
ical Bldg., 15,0 North Damen Av.,Ohioa
go, Ill. 

l7!5 - 'ASSERSCHEID, August A.-72 GOld St., N.w 
York 7. N. Y. 

- CHANGE OP ADDRESS -

LARIMORE, Dr.Louise, to 100 Lake Av.,Gre.nwloh, 
Conn. 
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'Blind'- OUlcel. -. • • 

During t.h. p.riod l8~9 to 1876 the regula
ti.D. required the at.amp. t.o b. oancelled only 
wi tll a grid 0 t dot... lin-ce laO.t 0 t the.e gri d. 
w.r. 'b11nd" it 1. a recurrent. question with 
ooll •• tor. wbeth.r an. can cert~inly id.ntity 
the origln of t.he canc.l wben the .tamp is otf 
oo.,.r aDd only part of t.be oano.l i. .,isibl •• 
Port\lnate11, t.he oiroular po.t-•• rk with na •• 
ot ,o.tottioe and colony ot origln always ap
p.a ... oli tb. co •• r 01' tront a'bel .olletilles on a 
'1 •••. 
- .tu'" ot nu .... 0111 00.,.1'. by •• ny .peolall.t. 
ha • .,.adual17 aoou.ulat.d o.,er the ye.rs to tho 
.-.t.nt that lt i. now pos.ible to .ay that the 
Ol'i&1b ot all but 2 or } ~t t.he Dumerous vari
.ti •• ot th.se lIutO oano-el. known 01) sta.ps o-t -t 
oo.er hal be.n di.ooy.red and tbat the great 
.ajority ot tb.1I ar •• uttlclently dl.tinct In 
.o.e partloular or other that th.y can bs id.n
tltled e •• D wh.n 0 tt co •• r an_d only a baIt or 
mol'. or tbe grid .how.. 'I'b. intormation about 
th •• in ata.p .aga.ine. and oataloguss i, gen
sral17 out ot dat. anel inooll,l.te, it not er
ronoou~ - w •• till tind MaroonD.t'a handbook
(1898) -anel olel Yvert catalogues quoted in the 
pre •• ! · A rooent .~rl •• ot artioles by Bouvet 
in k~cho de Tillbrologle -i. aillost the laat 
word. ~ut he lIakes the cla •• ltication of the 
typ~. unneceeearily compllcat.d and unhandy to 
apply in practioe. Ie have r.arrang.d his in
tormatlon, and, including sOlie reVisions a on d 
additions from ou~ own ~ollections, come up 
With the following aimple key. The illustra
tlons herewith show the major types .Theee fig
ures mus't be studled caretully with reference 
to the key in order that the meaning of the de
scriptive terllls in the k.y can be visualized. 
However, the k.y ls designed to be ultlmately 
used without aid ot the illustrations,once the 
meanings of the terms have been understood.The 
illustrations themselves cannot be so conven
iently used for identification becauss the crit
ical distinguishing 1'eaturea are not immediate 
ly evident in most cases. Also the appearance 
of a particular cancel varies so great:.ly wit.h 
the clearneBEr and strength of the Ittrike, t h a 
color and amount of ink and t 'he extent of w.ear 
of the die, that a single illustration can ' be 
very mieleading. In fact, a certain amount of 
experience in comparing many copie8 is needed 
to fully appreciate the basis for the key 01'
fered here.The chi sf ccnsideration was that the 
key be baaed cn the most oDv ious characteris
tics, and at the same ti~e ones which dd not 
requ i re too freque~t reeort to the millimeter 
rule nor to p08session of the entirs cancel. -
The shortneas of the key list i8 also a great 
help.This key can be -memorized eaeily and with 
it over 90% of the cancelled stampa can b e 
sorted at a glance. 

• • • • 
KEY TO FRENCH OOLONIAL "BLIND" CANCELS,18~9-76 

Procedurs, 'irst note the character and 
size of the points making up the grid.Are they 
round, squarish, or lozengic? Very fine, med
ium or large? Examine with hand lens in smudgy 
or indistinct cases. Next count or eatimat,e 
the numbers of points on sach side rcw of the 
grid. Is the number 4X4, 6x6, 7X7, 8X8, 9X9, 
10XlO, or l2X12T Then determine the shape of 
the grid. Is it a lozenge( diamond), a square, 
boxed, or with stagg.red instead of in-l In. 
rowsT 'inally, note the color (blaok, blue, 
red), and the tssue on which 1t appearlt. 

The key is arr-anged to eliminate each of 
the.e cba~acteristics in the order cited. The 
chief difficulties are in distinguishing t -h e 
original shape of the points .hen th, diei, 
worn and/or the .trike_ is ncit clear ; Experlencs 
PAQUlBon DE tA IIIDU'IRRADI 

In IL •• paquebot. Fran'gal •• t l.ur. Oach.t.· 
br Bour •• let,Mar.chal,PraQo-oi. and our own re
gretted 01lbert (Idltlon. du Oraouli, Parl., 
19}6) ar. ll1u.trat.d the tollowing mar~sl 

.1':fI ' 

A 

~- - lSI .,,,. - ~ 

PAOUEBOTS ~, 
,DE LA . 11 triM 

DttERBANEE I \;".;;"'-";"' ___ ....J<\' 

(- - 28 - ~ 

,~ : PAQUEBOTS : 
I~ • DE LA • :B 
, MEDITElDWW! ,>------

-------- -:; ~------t 

~~ ,V.P.M : I~ 
I: ___ .1 ___ )l, 
' " I 

"'- --- 4'0 mm - _-_-_-_-_-_-_~~ -,j. L-- 26 __ _ ~ J) 

'I'he ••• arlt. were applied at the Bureau Mar
itim. of Yar •• ill. on all correepond.nce arri
ying on Pr.noh packet. trom the ,ar last and 

. the N.ar la.t.'I'hey are theretore arrival marke 
or tran.it marks, 'I'h. oldest Darks are those 
in the oblong trames and they appear in l8}7. 
'I'he •• are ot two types(Pigs. A and B) differing 
only in size. I have seen them still in use in 
187Z or th.reabouts. They are not particularly 
rare. They are Usually struck in red and very 
occasionally in black. 

Much scarcer ls the mark ln the double oval 
(Pig.O). It 1s almost always struck in red and 
exceptionally in blue. Thi. mark makes its ap-
pearance in 1845. _ 

Scarcer still than the oval or oblong marks 
is the small oval with capital letters V.P.M. 
('ig.D) standing,according to M. Doe, for "Voie 
Paquebote Mediterranee." This mark struc k in 
red appears in 1850-51 only on mail originating 
from Tu.cany(main port is Leghorn(Livorno) near 
Pi.a). It i.a very rare mark. 

Theee markings ars always applied ant he 
front of t.he cover an d they sometime sst rilee 
the etamp. On the bac~ ie the Marseille dated 
postmark - usually but not alwa ys. 

Mails arriving in Marseille by other than 
French paokets received instead circular dated 
po.tmark. such aSIPag.Ang.--Marseille, Outre- 
Mer--Marseille, Col.fra.v.angl., Poss.angl.v. 
Suez--Marseille, Indes Or.- -Uarseille, etc •••• 

Vaurie 

1

IN IlIMORUIl 

We siDcerely r.gret to report the paseing 
ot Ilr. Z. Dworkowskl at Detroit, Michigan. He 
had not been a lIember for .,ery long, ha.,ing been 
admitted at ths Decellber 194} meeting with .ell
bership No. l~}. 
ILEOTION 0' O"ICERS -

At the me.ting of- 'I'hureday, May 4th, the 
pr •• ent otticers of the Group were reelected 
unanimously. they are, 

President, · Mr. Stephen G. Rich 
Vice Pre.ldent, Mr. Raoul Lesgor 
Oorre.ponding Secretary, -Mi.s Belen 

V. Z. AnthoDY 
Recordlng Secretary, Mr. G.orge Mary 
Treasurer. Mr. Paul Baudry 



and use ot lene is neoe.sary to distingui.h 
mo.t exallples ot the tirst lIartinique g'rid tro. 
poor .trikss ot Reu.ion and perhaps others.But 
yery tew uncertainties arise when enough ot the 
eancel shows. The 6X6 lozeng •• ot .mall dots 
with initials in the center tor IIQI, GOR, ASI, 
GPI, CCH, NSB, OON, SPII, GAB, SNG, IIfDI, OOM2 
to OON6, 01 to 022, and Tl, T2, can b. easily 
oontused, when only a tew row. et dets at one 
ellld are vi.ible, with the 6X6 101le.s ot •• all 
dots without initials, that wers used in lIay
otte, Pondiobery, lIartinique, S.negal, and In
compl.te 7X7, 9X9, and 12X12 lOllenges ~t dots 
tor Guadeloup., India, and Senegal. Henoe at 
least halt ot the oancel muet be pre.ent i n 
erder to make c.rtain ldentitlcation in \hese 
ca •••• , Howev.r, tor t ,h. initiated there are 
sem.tim •• minutiae and emall 4ittereDoe. 1 n 
.~acing ot point. or oveiall dimenelons that 
may help wh.n oth.r criteria are inadequate. 
Theee cannet b. communicated objeotively be
cauee they require knowltdge ot the variaticne 
in strike ot each cancel - an~ where are rou 
geing to get the stock to study them onT 

(The li.t ie not ot di.tinct original diee 
but me r 'elY a guide to plaoes ot usage. , Som' 
dies are listed sev.ral timee, and sOlie cancel. 
l~sted had lIany dles.) 

POINTS, 
tine dots, 
Pig.7 - e •• lIediulI dote. 
Pig.l) lOIl.nge, blaok or blu., aboatl~ 

emall tewn. et Guadeleupe, 16~9-77. 
8x8' (Pig. 2) 10. zenge with 8 dots in oenter 
" lIieeing, lIayotte, 1664-. 
8X8 ('ig.~) ' lez'.ng., blaok,Pondiohery, 1868, 

very rare. 
8X8 ('ig.4) lozeng., blaok, dotevarying8ome 

ln siz. and .hap.,Martinique,(St.Pi.rr. 
and F.de Pr.) 18~9-60 only. , 

9X9 ('lg.5) lozenge, black er blue,Pond1chery 
12X12 (Pig.6) lozenge, black, paquebe,t~ ot 

Ligne J and K, on lettsrs trem Senegal, 
(Goree), v.ry rare. 

Medium dots, (Sharp) 
6X6 (Plg.7) equare ot 84 point8~ tine dots 

1nelde, etaggered rewe, ~, rare. 
8X8 (Flg.8) lezenge,blaok,br1ght ergreen1.h 

blue, Reunlen(many p.e.'s), ,all issues, 
18~9-77. , 

8X8 (Pig.9) lezenge,deep blue,St.Loui8,Sen
egal, soarce, en l,~,lO, and 400 Eaglee 
enly. 

8x8 (Pig.8) lezenge,red or brown-red, ~. 
Denis, Reunien, 1862-69. 

8X8 (Plg.4) lozenge, black, very irregular, 
emudgy peints, tine to large,Martinique, 
1860-61. 

8X8 equare (eee Larg. dets) 

Larte dot., 
4X ('1g.l0) equar., blaok, 2~ pts.in stag

ger.d rewe, a ~ oancel,oemmon, n.ver 
eeen en oov.r. 

8X8 (Fig.ll) equare, blaok, etten 1 corner 
peint _is.ing, Oay.nne, 1860-. 

8X8 (Pig.8) lozeng., blaok er blu., irr.gu
lar s.udgy peint.,Reunien, heavy i.
prelie1ens. 

8X8 (.illl1ar to. 4T) lellenge,blaok, very ir
r.gular, 80.11. squarlsh pelnt.,ott.n ex
tra lrow l or line parall.l to. 1 or 1I0r. 
slde.(mad. by .dge ot die block) ,giVing 
appearance ot 8X9 or 9X9, lIartinigue, 
late worn impressions, 1861-64. 

sqUARISH POINTS,(moetly worn lezenges,equaree, 
- er dets) 

Small, 
~(Pig.12) lezenge,blaok or blue, worn ~r 

smudged lozengio ptl, Guadeleupe, many 
towns, 18~9-. 

8X8 (Pig.l~) lezenge,blaok,sharp pts.,emall 
16 
over'all ailla, Pert de 'rance, (Neu .... '. 

Kediu., 
7X7 ('ig.16) 10lleDge, ... Larga,8quarbh,el' 

Lezenfio poin~s, GUadelefEs. . 
8X8, 18X9 (as .olle In 'ig.4 losaDga,llaok 

(saa 'lar,a do~s,' lIartinis ••• ) 
10110 (rig. 14) lo".,e, .isad .e4iu. a. 4 

tiD. equar •• , Pendioherl, 1864, rare. 
10110 (Se. l~) squara iD box,loo irra,wlar 

peints, bla.k, PonU.herlC') ,very rara. 
11X11 ('lg.1~) .quare in bos, 121 irregular 

peints, bluish, Ohandereager. 

Ljrge, ' 
X7 (Pig.16) 1o·lI8nga,16-2l •• ,blaok or blu., 

(worn lozangic pts.), GuadaleupaCBas •• 
Terre, Pointe a Pitre). -

7X7 (Plg.17) le'zeng.,2~_, blaok, St_.Plerra-' 
lIiquelon, 1860-66, asceedinlly rar •• 

6X8 Cas .ome In Plg.4,) lozeng., \laok (sea 
lIedium and Large det., lIartinigue). 

~OZEMGIQ POINTS, (genaralll sharp) 

7X7 (Pig.16 on oever) lozenge, blaok or blUe, 
Guadeleup.,nearly all towns, 16~9-72. 

8X8 .c 'ig.19) lezenge, Uack e~ blue, S!!!.!!!.-
10upe(Bas •• Tsrra,Peinte a Pitre, and 
ethers peslibly, 1871-77). 

8X6 ('ig.20) lezenge, red (rarely blaok.--
18~T)' Kabe,1872-77 isaue mestll,pOSS
ibly Ianaen also. 

Nete that Oeohin Ohine, Gabon,Nesai- Be,Oce
anis, and .... eluie nevar had Iblind R oanoels,
whereas Guyane, Mayotte, Neuvell. Oaledenie & 
Reunion never had lozenges with letter. In the 
center. The use ot the lozenges et 8X6 tine 
dots with letters(Fig.21)was as tellews, ASI 
1862-76; GAB 1862-76; OOH 186~-76; OCN2- CON8 
( lawer Ooohin Ohlne) 1864-1880 's; MQE 1864-76; 
NSB 1864-76; GOR 1864-76(etten blue);OCN 1864-
76; SNG 1664-76(otten blue); SPM 1866-76; 01-
022 187l-81( T) en Oere's, Oeohin Chine' J Tl-T2 
1871-81(T)en Oeres, Tahiti?; GPE 1872 enly(et
ten blu.) - rare; IN DE 1881-9~J INDE in equare 
grid, 1890's (net en gsneral issues). 

Ed.'s Nete, To. oomplete Mr.Stene's list. I a. 
including two. more "blind l oancels as illustra
ted and listed in G.Gl1bert~La Po.te lIaritim~1 
One 1s lIad. up ot 110 irregular dote or equar
ish er lellengic pelnts(10Xll)(Fig.22) and was 
used en board Ligne U in 1872. The ether, ot 
Tery irregular make-up ot ~O peinte (~X6)(Pi,. 
2~), was used on Ligns J in March 1672. Theee 
two canoels are loachete de tortune" ot pro'
viSional origin and were prebably in use ter 
only a t r ip or two. and hence are extramaly rare. 
OHIOAGO CHAPTER, P •• C.G. TO BE PO RilED 

Be~ Reeve., 4429 N. Keystene Ave., Ohlcago 
~O, Ill., i. arranging ter a me.ting to term 
a Ohicage Chapter er Seotien ot the Group.This 
.aeting will be held during the Ohipex-S.P.A. 
exhibition and conventien. August lOth to l,th. 

Watoh the stamp papere or write IIr. Re.y.s 
ter plaoe, time, eto. Ie have eneugh aembars 
in and near Chioage to. term auch a ohapter. 


