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A Progressive Flaw on the 20c Empire Laureate
By G.A.L.Dumont and R. Jenet
(Translated and consolidated from articles in

"L'Echo de la Timbrologie,Sept.30 1936 and
June 30 1937)

Among the interesting plete flews in plate i\
1l of the 20c¢ laureate, is one deserving spec-
ial notice. The flesw is reported as "three var Fig. 1

ieties" by Meinertzhegen, his Nos. VI, 58 and
Sb, in the London Philatelist of February 1929
two of these are shown in the Yvert specialized
catalog of France, (V.26 and V.27). But in fact,
@all three are the seme stemp. Ln three sharp-
ly differentiated staeges, this stamp shows a
constant flaw in the form of a small protrud-
ing stroke on the left leg of the second A in
the upper inscription (Fig,l).

First Stage (Fig.2): A large white pstch ,
with rounded shape appeared between the Emper-
or's hair and the 7th pearl in the northeast
sector (directly under the second A),evidently
a clean depression in the electrotype,uncheng-
ing until it was retouched.

This flaw is known in & strip of 4, and in
8 vertical peir on a letter dated June 21 1867.
If this is not pres=nt from the start of the
printing of this stemp, it certeinly showed up
very early,

The 1lower stamp of the pair is 8 bottom
sheet mergin copy. Hence the flaw is located on
the 14th row. As the flew is not on the pane
Al shown st Tipex, it surely is from the other
half, the Bl p=ne.

Second Stege(Fig.3) :Retouching, leaving
treces of tool marks, entirely chsnged the ap-

pearance of the flaw, This became a trapezoi-
dal spot, infringing on the adges of the Em-|I146] 147 148 |149] 150
peror's hair. The blue outline indicates a m
; Flaw | Flaw Wel
pressing back of the metel. Traces of disturb- known
ance show right up to the ring of pearls. Fig7 | Fig-6 Elaw
At this same time a new flag appears:a small¢¢¢W7A%7W”7 T

white spot in the medallion at the right,close Fig, 8
to the space between the 14th end 15th pearls g
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in the northeesst sector (above the middle pean
on the right)._ ¢ ’

In this stage, decidedly.rere, the stamp is
known on & letter dated March 4 1868, and in a
vertical peir on a letter dated March 6 1868.
This latter shows, as in the former case men-
tioned, the sheet mergin at the bottom of the
lower stamp. . : £

Third Stage (Fig. 4):A second change occur="
‘red very soon afterwards, but whether by .wean
sccident or retouching we do not know, The two
flews remain clearly visible and appear thus

(a). A horn among the Emperor's hair.

(b). Traces of flaws in the medallion.

(¢c). A more or less conspicuous deform-
ation towards the southwest of the 7th pearl
in the northesst sector,beneath the letter A.

These defects became greater as time went on,
eand finally took the form shown in Fig. 5.

In this stage, the stamp is quite plentiful. .

It is known in horizontsl and vertical pairs
end on letters dated in December 1868. (Mis-
print in origzinel says December 1867, previous

to second stege!--Translstor)
The location of this variety has been def-

initely mede: it is subject 137 of pane B of
Plate of typs I, )
The flew is known in vertical peirs, with

the lower stamp showing'the sheet mergin. This.
lower or margin stamp shows a constant flaw it

self: & small white line within the southwest
corner box, next to the floret ( Fig. 6). By
exsmination of numerous copies of this small

and constant vaeriety in pairs snd strip, it

hes been established (by Mr. Jenet) that the
next stamp to the left hes iftself & smell eand
constant flew: a smell spot against one ' pearl
on the upper right (northeast), as shown in

FiE,. 7.

These two flaws are found in strips with a
well known and located variety, which occupies.
subject No. 150 of pane B of Plate I,the south
east corner stamp of the pane. No.150 is the
Variety 18, zep in the right hand border, list-
ed in Yvert's Catalogue France & Colonies.This
No. 150 shows various stasges. These have, in
addition to the gap in the right border, a
white spot before the top of the forehead, or
this flew plus a similar one but smaller, in
front of the nose.,

The attached diagrem (Fig.8) shows the plat-
ing of these verious flaws, (Redrawn and word-
ed in English by trenslsastor).

Congratulation, Mr., Morris

Mr. Stanley N. Morris, member of this Group,
won the award of the Austin Philatelic Club of
Chicego in December 1944, for the best paper
reaed at their annuasl contest session. Need we
say that it was with a peper on "The First Is-
sue of France"? The Group is pleased to offer
Mr. Morris, who has been a member since with-
in a few weeks of our becoming orgenized, our
heartiest congratulation.

e et s s iy

France was the first country to use postage
due stamps (1859) followed next by Baden (18
for rural delivery use only ("™Rural Stamps"),

Gusdeloupe's Postmarks and Cancellations

- = - - - - - - -

by Robert G. Stone

"Guadeloupe is exceptional among French col-
onies in that its merkings appear in large var-
iety at an earlier date than most others. Col-
lectors who appreciate the pleasure of working
up ‘e small country, with few offices but witha
great variety of cancellstions end postmerks ,
may well find Guadeloupe an interesting and not
too difficult field of this sort. The remarks
here sre not intended to be exhsustive, nor
concerned with minutiae of exact datings and
messurements. The aim is to indicete the scope
of the subject as this suthor has already en-
joyed finding it. Others will make"@iscoveries"
for themselves.

The literature of the subject includes sev-
eral elaborate articles, but the writer cen as-
sure every reader that much is not even men-
tioned therein and. often there esre errors"hand-
ed down from first erroneous scribe to other
scribes through the years."

Gusdeloupe began its rence of markings far
earlier then Martinique, and thus offers a much
lerger field to the collector. Mertinique had
very few merkings before 1879; Guadeloupe starts
in the 1840's, in the stampless period.

An article by the writer in the Stamp Spec-
ialist Green Book (1943), pp. 65-80 illustrates
meny Guadeloupe covers, various postmark types,
etc. and gives a detailed list of cancellation
groupings and usages. The plctures and group =
ings are based on Lenglois & Bourselet's great
work, "Les Obliterations des Bureaux de Poste
des Colonies Fresncaises.," Despite the vast op-
portunities which these authors had and wused,
through meny years of study on many collections,
much hes been found that these two had never
reported. Bouvet reported much in L'Echo de la
Timbrologie, March 14 and April 15, 1935; the
writer hss found as much more, unknown to Lang-
lois, Bourselet or Bouvet, in the last two
yeers., The late @erard Gilbert informed me

thet in the great Pastre Freres corespondence,
which he handled, there were several townmarks

from Guadeloupe in the 1800-1830 period which
had not been shown by Langlois & Bourselet.No-
body knows how much more remains to be found,
nor where it may turn up.

The early circular town marks of types A.B.
end C have not yet been found from other ofi=
fices than those listed by Langlois & Boursel-
et. We infer that probably they were used at m-
ly six or seven offices. However, type D, the
neircular” (no actual circles), was evidently
introduced widely between 1853 and 1860, and
used up to 1865. It has been found, not cancel-
ling stamps but on covers stampless and stemp-
ed, from Basse Terre, Pointe a Pitre, Copester
re, Gd. Bourg (Mie. Gte)(also Gd.Bourg(M.G.) )
Moule, St. Martin, St. Francois,Anse Bertrand,
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Ste. Anne, Sainte Rose, Trois Rivieres . and
Port Louis. Some variations in style occurfrom
office to office; some have parentheses around
"Guadeloupe". Later impressions are often smud-
8y and show heavy wear of the devices. :

Type E of the town marks appeared about May
1865 and was supplied to the offices using the
Type D circulers end to the following addition-
8l offices. These mey be new offices opened be-
tween 1865 snd 1880; but some of them may be
older and thus may yet be found on Type D marks,

Bouillome,Gosier, Canal, Petit Canal,Pointe
Noire, Capesterre (M.G.),Lementin,Obymes, Baie
Maheult, Baillif, Deshaies,Courbeyre, Goyone,
Vieux Fort, Vieux Habitents,Marie Galante, St,.
Louis (M,G.), Desirade, 3Ste.Rose L,B.,St. Rose
(Bourg), Seintes (T.D.B,) Saintes (T.D,H.),St.
Barthelemy.

After 1876 these double circle marks appear
on the stamps. Up to this time the use of "kilk
lers" for cencelling the stamps had been re-
quired. Thus covers or at least cover fronts ,
are needed to find ‘the double circles prior to
1867. The types of killers wused in Guadeloupe
have been illustrated and listed fully in the
France & Colonies Philatelist of May-June 1944.

Between 1880 and 1890 no new post offices
seem to have been opened. Type F appeared dur-
ing 1880, as did Type K. We do not know if all
offices received Type F devices, since many
have not yet been found in this style but only
in Type E. '

Types I,J,end L, sent out from 1887 on, &are
found in variocus offices, but no one type from
all. Type J was used at most; Type I went to
Basse Terre and Pointe a Pitre only; Type L to
Bouillonteend Gosier only. The stars at the
side are missing on some type J. marks.

From 1890 onward meny new post offices were
opened. In 1894 Type G was distributed to per-
haps half or more of the then existing offices.
Around 1913 or perhaps a little earlier, TypeH
appears. It soon supplanted the older cancell-
ers at the majority of the offices. In e few
cases i1t was used concurrently with types E to
G.

Type H is the first mark of the new offices
opened between 1913 and 1926. These are:
Metouba,Banenier,les Mangles,(le)Lezarde,Mari-
got,(La)Pigeon,Vieux Bourg,Sainte Marie, Grand
Fonds (de) Ste,Anne, and %La) Boucan. We are
not sure that the mark of Vieux Bourg exists.

About 1938 or 1939, a new type of larger
diameter,30 mm,,a single circle instead of the
older double circles,was introduced. This went

to all the offices, including the new ones 3

Cempeche, Bas=Schoelcher, Dozer, Douville,Saint

Robert, Seint Guillaume Village, Sainte Gene =

vieve, Le Calvaire, La Gripviere, Ferry, Prise
'Zau, Riflet, and Mossioux.

During "the 1930's Pointe a Pitre snd Basse
Terre used a number of mechine cancellations .
These carried verious slogans such as "Consum-
ez La Banene Guadeloupe" and the 1like.

The old ‘postmark devices remsined in use ‘st
scme offices for meny years later

The 0ld postmark devices remained in use at
some offices for many years after later types
had been supplied to them., It is not unusual to
find types E,F,G, I, and J, and L in use in tle

1920's, and several styles in use at the same
time from one office!
The abbreviations of the town names vary

greastly, and thus thée same office may appear in
several forrs on successive -devices. These min
or varieties lend interest to the field. The
ebbreviaticons "M.G,", "Mle.Gte.", T.D.,H., T.D.
B., etec. ‘refer to the "dependencies" or small-
er islends which form pert. of the political wn -
it ‘of Guadeloupe. These are¢ Marie Galente,Teme
de Bas, Terre de Havt St. lertin, St. Barthel-
emy and Desirade. i

Censor marks of the present wer include the
usual oval inscribed "Ouvert psr 1l'autorite mi
liteir", and a double-border circle "eading "
Controle Postale-~Guadeloupe=-Commission A"(or
"Commission B"). The "Commission A" mark is
rere, as it was used only during the first two
or three months of the ‘war. "Commission B" 'is
very plentiful.

Chicago Chepter

Beginning with January, the Chicego Chapter
plens to meet every month. Members living in
or near Chicago, who wish to receive the meet-
ing notices, should notify the Chapter Secre -
tary (or better still, become Chapter members).
Mrs. Viola Kunzendorf, 1255 West 96th St., Chi-
cago 45, Ill, is Chapter Secretary. Out of town
members who are in Chicago and want to know of
a single meeting dete, should get in touch with
the Chapter Secretary or Mr. L. Jankowski or
Mr. Ben Reeves, any of whom will know date sand
place of the next meeting.

New York Meetings

- - — -

The New York resident members, some of wham
live as far as 25 miles ovt and quite a num-
ber in another state, meet on the first Thurs-
day of each month, at about 8 p.m., at . The
Collectors:-Club, 22 East 35 .St., New York,N.Y.
(East Side Subway to 33rd St., 6th Ave.Subway
to 34th St.; or 34th St. crosstown bus to Mad-
ison Ave. are nearest transit acesses).

At the October meeting the Napoleonic and
Revolutionary Covers of Henry A. Meyer of Ev-
ensville, Ind., were shown; at the November
meeting Mr. A.Lendauer exhibited his Early
France, Robert S, Gordon showed Mauritania ,
every office on slmost every stamp, a cover
collection. For January a Club Contest has
been arranged; for February Mr. S.S., Jalkut ,
Secretary, The Booklet Pane Society, is show-
ing Booklets of France.
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SECRETARY 'S REPORT

Nov. 1 to Dec. 31 1944

NEW MEMBERS: Welcome to our new members:

194. SENSTAD, Ken., 1808 Cameron Ave.,

Crosse, Wis,

La

195. MOLZAN, Edmund, 720 Pomona Ave., El Cer-
rito, Calif.
196. COOK%, E.W., 720 Pomona Ave., Appleton ,
is.
197. CORDON, Robert S., 144 Gates Ave., Mont-
clair, N.J,.
---------- CHANGES OF ADDRESS========

KUNZENDORF, Mrs. Viola, to 1255 West 96th St.,
Chicago 45, Ill. (Correction , with
our regrets for the error in the July-
Sept. number,)

MENNINGER, Mrs, W.C., to 2260 Cathedral Ave.,
N.W., Washington 8, D.C.

NOvY, Joseggi to 1900 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 15,

o

ROBESON, John M., to 627 West 113 St., New York
35, N.Y,

SFERIFFS, Leigh, to 13160 Boca de Canon Lane
Los Angeles 24, Calif,

- . - . - - - - - -

188 BURKHART, Harry L., name misspelled in pre-
vious report.

160 CHATTERSON, C.M., name misspelled in prev-
ious report.

191 KUNZENDORF, Mrs. Viola, given as "Miss"™ in
previous 1list: Also address correction
listed under "Changes."

---------- ==RESIGNED====~===cc=
31 LAUPER, F.A., Milwaukee, Wis.
DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE FOR 1944-1945
The dues are $1.00 except in the case of
" Resident Members" who attend the New York

meetings and for Chicago Chapter members.Those
who are either New York Resident Members

or
Chicago Chapter Members pay $2,00=---- of which
$1.00 goes to the separate fund for New York
meetings or to the Chapter Funds for similar

purpose in Chicego. Chicago Chapter members may
pay their dues to the Chapter secretary or di-
rect, as they choose.

We do not send separate individual notices.
Plesse pay promptly, and thus be sure that your
Philatelist will keep coming. Members whose
numbers are between 1 and 180 who have not yet
sent in your dues sre urged to do so now while
you are thinking of it, Mail to "The France &
Colonies Group", Helen V. Z. Anthony, Corr.
Sec'y, 24 Frenklin Place, lontclair, New Jersey.
We'll do the rest.

If there is a zoning number in your address
NOT on this envelope,kindly indicate it when
paying your duss. Please also let your Secre-
tar% know of all changes of address,

e now have 14 members in the state of Cal-
ifornia, at lesst ten of whom ere in the Los
Angeles area.,One of those members has been won-
dering about a group get-together. What are
YOUR ideas, Calif?

France First Issues

PROOFS

Listing by Fritz Billig, 1944, with report
of recent Paris Prices (in dollars and cents)

1848 Ceres Type
Without indication of value
Pr 1 black on na paper 20.00
a, black on carmine 17.50
b. blue 17.50
Head only
Pr 2 black 20,00
Inscription:Essei 1858 (on tog)
Pr 3 black on Indie paper 0.0
a. black on ordinary paper 1.80 -
b. green 1.50
(1 yellow green 1.50
d. bistre 1.50
e. dark bistre 1.50
L. pale blue 1.50
g. blue 1.50
1861 With ;15242_1191 on back (like Greece.
Printing "Meyer")
Pr 4 blue 10.00
1862 without eny inscription
Pr 5 ght blue 10.00
a, dark blue 10.00
b. rose 10.00
10c pa. blsck on India paper 20.00
pb. greenish gray, thick
psper 2.00
p¢. bluish gray, thick peper 2.00
pd. bistre, thick paper 2.00
pe. black, meshy paper 10.00
pt. bistre, TETE BECHE 45.00
pu. pale blue, silk thread 20,00
pPq. gray, silk thread 20.00
15¢ pa. black on Indie paper 25.00
pb. green 1.00
pc. dark bdlue 1.00
pd. pale blue 1.25
pe. bistre on greenish 1.25
pf. Dbistre on rose 1.25
pi. brown on blue 1.2%5
ph. green on pelure paper 10.00
pt. tete beche pair 140,00

(To be continued as Mr. Billig
can submit copy)



