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A THORNY NEIGHBORHOODSIAM AND FRENCH INDOCHINA
by Jacques Desrousseaux

Our member and well-known expert on Indochina postal history has the following essay
in the COLFRA Bulletin numbers 58 and 59, that deals with an obscure and little-known
aspect of Indochinese postal history, an area which has been in the news again with the
new regime in Cambodia.
I. 1859·1888.
Cambodia had long ago lost its eastern province, the Kampuchea-Krom, conquered by
the Emperor of Annam, and constituted as Cochinchina when the French arrived at Saigon
1859. In 1862 this territory was ceded by the Emperor of Annam and became a French
colony, meanwhile the Siamese to the west imposed their protectorate over a vast region
of Cambodia (provinces of Battambang and Siemreap-Angkor). They also occupied farther
north a part of the Principaute Laotien along the Mekong. 1b save the little of his remaining land, the King of Cambodia accepted a French protectorate in 1864: Some important
explorations of these regions were then made (by Francis Garnier and Auguste Pavie).
Siam, to oppose these encroachments from the east organized some disturbances in Cambodia, and then Cochinchina had to send out an expeditionary corps in 1884-1885, leaving there some garrisons. When order was restored, the Siamese prepared for a direct
military action.
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Primitive PostsIn the Siamese part some post offices were opened in the 1880s; the "thai" characters
of the first postmarks make it difficult to identify their origin (Figures 1 & 2). The presentation ofthem'was given by our colleague B. Wallberg at the Expo of the Academie (Musee
Postal February 1992). In the eastern Cambodia, the first public post office was opened
about 1853 at Pnom-Penh, and certain former military offices now used cachets of the
"Corps d'Armees" of Cochinchine with legend partly cut out and the lozenge "CCH" or
"CCN" plus numeral (Figure 3). There were also numerous telegraph offices attached to
Saigon using cachets of wavy outline and reading "Cochinchine" (Figure 4). On 1 June
1882 it was decided to progressively open them to the public and separate them from Saigon
dependency. At first they used the previous telegraph cachets but in due course received
analogous cachets inscribed "Cambodge" of either wavy or round outline (Figure 5). Most
of the letters of the period came from the expeditionary corps, in franchise except for officers
at first who did not yet get the franchise until 15 June 1886.
11.1887-1889
In 1887 the Governor of Cochinchina became aware that a German-Siamese Mission
was preparing to leave for the Lower Laos to the east of the Mekong. He decided to oppose
it by discreet means and chose a Capt. Marie David to mount, at cost of the Colony, an
operation of dissuasion with the understanding that at the slightest sign of an international incident it would be formally disavowed. In 1885, David intercepted the Mission
on its course at Attopeu, and it withdrew to Siam. Then the so-called Marie I of Meyrena
proclaimed "King of the Sedang," a primitive population of the high plateau straddling
Annam, Laos and Cambodia, its main place being Kon-Djiri. The Governor-General of
Indochina did not wait to hear that but expelled Marie I in 1889; after a trip to Europe
the latter started to return but was intercepted by the British and died on a Malay island
to which he had been relegated.
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Figure 1. Postmark of "Sisophon, Cambodia" (Walberg coll.).

~'
Figure 2, Laotian postmark inscription for "Luang-Prabang"
(WalIberg col\.).
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Figure 3. Lozenge "CCH" and "Corr. d'Armees/* R B" cachet with cut-out between the
"R" and "B," for the military office of Kompong-Trabec, Cambodia, 1872.

Figure 4. Expeditionary Corps Cachets of Pnom·Penh··second type with "Cambodge" at
bottom and first type with "Cambodge" at top--shown overlapping a strike or mark of
"Krachmat/Cochinchine" in wavy outline telegraphic type.

Figure 5. Expeditionary Corps cachets of former telegraphic offices of: "KampotiCambodge,',
first type with wavy outline, and "Takeo/Cambodge," second type, in round outline.

F&C PHILATELIST

Page 100

Figure 6. Sedang stamps: 1888 version (at left) cancelled, and 1889 imitation (at right).
"Deh Sedang" cachet of 1889 to tlie right.
The Post of the SedangMarie I created a postal service on 24 August 1881 and ordered stamps from Hong Kong.
This service and its stamps were not recognized by Indochina: The letters brought down
by Sedang messengers towards the coast were deposited there in Indochinese boxes--and
subjected to taxing as "non-Affranchies!' I have had the occasion to see the decision of
the Director of Posts at Hanoi, and some of the letters passed by the Post, in the Museum
at Hue, in 1942. They must have been destroyed during the Indochina war and I have
not seen them again.
Marie I, in refuge in France in 1889, fattened his treasury by having printed good imitations of the stamps of 1888; they sold such a quantity that they soon were not worth
anything. The originals are rather difficult to identify (and very rare); the imitations have
become rather rare too. The distinction between them is easy on cancelled pieces: The
originals have a manuscript "M" or a killer, the others a round cachet inscribed "DEH
SEDANG" and "1889."
(To Be Continued)

A SELECTED AND ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON THE

POST OFFICE NAMES AND CANCEL TYPES OF ALGERIA
(OF USE TO THE STUDENT OF FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
AND THE ALGERIA SPECIALIST)
By Laurence H. Lambert

Ch. ab der Halden and E.H. de Beaufond: "Catalogue des Marques Postales et Obliterations d'Algerie, 1830-1876"; Paris, 1949. 196 pages.
This book is a monumental study of the history and the postal history of Algeria
for the period covered. The book contains significant information on the expeditionary
army which conquered Algeria and its postal markings; the PCs and the GCs; the
so-called phantom post offices; the never-seen PCs and GCs; categories of post offices;
and cancel types. A list of the known post offices of the period, with their PC and
GC numbers, populations, and known cancel types are provided, along with a pricing guide.
Information contained in the book is from archival sources, the vast personal
knowledge of both authors and the collections of students and collectors known to
the authors.
.
Except for the pricing guide, the information contained in the book is mostly still
current. The user is cautioned that since the publication of the book, two additional
post offices which used the GC have been documented, and some post offices of the
Distribution Entrepot class need to be added to the list.
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J.P. Alexandre: "Bureaux d'Algerie Crees de 1904 a 1914"; extracted from an unknown
source, of unknown date. 2 pages.
This little work is believed to be from Les Feuilles MarcophiJes, of the late 1970s.
It provides a reliable list of Algerian post offices which came into existence during
the period 1904-1914. The category or class of each post office is given. The types
of new cancellations initiated in 1904 may be derived for each office. The source for
the work is archival, and it is accurate.
P.J. Barat: "Departments Ephemeres d'Aumale et de Bougie"; Bulletin de Liaison
Hkiodique PHIL-EA, 1991. 5 pages.
The Department names of Aumale and Bougie appeared on postmarks generally
dating from April 1959 to April 1960. Of the post offices of these two departments,
24 were Agences Postales, and nine were Agences Postales de S.A.S. Needless to say,
some of the cancels are scarce. Barat's work provides the only perfectly accurate listing
of all the post offices of these two short-term Departments.

C. Bose: "Les Obliterations des Bureaux Algeriens en 1962-1963"; Bulletin de Liaison
Periodique PHIL-EA, 1979 to date. 123 pages.
This work, not yet completed, illustrates cancels for most of the post offices in
existence in Algeria in 1962 and 1963. For many of the post offices, more than one
variety is depicted; for example, 11 types of hand cancels are illustrated for ALGER
RP., 3 for BLIDA, 2 for DELYIBRAHIM, 1 for DALMATIE, but none for several of
the post offices. The work is focused on the period immediately following Algerian
independence; however, it is useful also for the period just prior to independence,
because changes were slow in coming about.
C. Bose: "Repertoire des Bureaux Algerians en Service en 1962"; Bulletin de Liaison
H?riodique PHIL-EA, 1977-1978. 13 pages.
This work, published by the Societe PHIL-EA France-Algerie, lists all of the post
offices of Algeria that were in existence during the year 1962, when French control
came to an end. It is believed to be the most reliable source for this information.
Bureau International de I'Union Postale Universelle: "Dictionnaire des Bureaux de Poste";
Berne. Switzerland; First Edition, 1895; Second Edition, about 1910; Third Edition, 1926'
Fourth Edition, 1937; Fifth Edition, 1951.
These five dictionaries, published by the Universal Postal Union, list all the post
offices of the world in a single alphabetical list. There is no separation by individual
country, continent, etc. The 1895 edition lists all the post offices existent in 1895,
the 1926 edition lists all the post offices existent in 1926, etc. These dictionaries are
best used for verification of the existence of particular post offices at the fixed points
in time provided by the various editions. They would be useful for France as well
as Algeria, or for other countries or colonies.
First Edition (1895) must be used very cautiously. For Algeria, this edition lists
only the post offices classified as Recectes. Thus, more than half of the post offices
are omitted. Perhaps this edition provides an incomplete list for France and other
countries as well.
A copy of the Second Edition, about 1910, has never been located by this author.
If any reader know whereabouts of a copy, please contact me; I need it very badly.
Third through Fifth Editions provide listings of the post offices of Algeria and all
the French Colonies and are accurate and essentially complete. Third Edition has
an estimated omission rate ofthree percent; Fourth and Fifth Editions are not perfect,
but highly accurate.
J. Del Matto: "Les Cachets a Main de la Poste Civile en Algeria, 1830-1962"; Le Mee-surSeine, France, 1982. 68 pages.
The fine work is the only update available for all the post offices of Algeria and their
cancel types since Langlois and Bourselet's work in 1930. The dates of opening of
each post office, and the dates of changes in classification from Recette, Distribution
and Auxiliary are given if known. Del Matto adds a few cancel types after 1930, but
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a classification for all types is left uncompleted. In spite of the broad scope of this
work, and the fact that it is the best source available for all the post offices, it does
contain some errors and omissions. In using it, one cannot help being reminded of
the lack of official information available on many of the individual post offices of
Algeria and their cancel types.
L.H. Lambert: Articles on the hand cancel types of Algeria, 1830-1962, published in the
F&C Philatelist, Oct. 1990 through July 1991. 35 pages.
This is a basic work on all the hand cancellations used in Algeria during the French
period. Langlois and Bourselet's classification is used and extended. The cancel types
are all illustrated and defined, and the periods of usage are given. This is the only
known work classifying all the hand cancels, 1830-1962. Unique cancels and the types
used for limited periods are identified. A rarity index and price indicator are included.
This is the only work in this bibliography which is in English.
M. Langlois and V. Bourselet: "Les Obliterations des Bureaux de Poste de I'Afrique du
Nord"; Amiens, France, 1930. 99 pages, 52 pages devoted to Algeria.
This work provides the basis for Langlois and Bourselet's classification of the cancel
types of Algeria. All known post offices are listed in tabulor format, classified as to
Recette, Distribution and Auxiliaire. The dates of opening and of changes in class
are given when known. All the cancel types known by L&B are listed for each post
office. Examples of each cancel type are illustrated separately for each of the three
departments.
The work contains excellent information on the postal history of the expeditionary
army of 1830-1835, as well as the occupation of the Saharan oases, 1891-1906, the
courriers convoyeurs, the telegraph, and the maritime posts. The remainder of the
work is devoted to Morocco and Tunisia.
The sources for the dates given are mostly archival. The cancel types used by each
post office come from a vast body of personal knowledge. Though the work is not
entirely error-free, it can be used with confidence. The work provides the classification system used in Del Matto's work, and the classification has been extended by
Lambert.
M. Langlois and E. Veneziani: "Nomenclature Generale des Bureaux Fran~ais, 1849-1878";
Second Edition, Amiens, France, 1939. 379 pages, 16 pages on Algeria.
This is the second edition of an original work done in 1926. It contains some useful
information on the cancel types and post office lists. The user should use the lists
of post offices with caution, since several offices which came into existence long after
1878 are also included. These are shown with GCs, which are actually "numeros
blancs:' (numerals assigned but no killers made or issued), and this could cause confusion to persons not well informed.
D. Lavarack: "Nomenclature des Bureaux de Poste Fran~aise, 1876-1899"; Boulogne-surSeine, France, 1967. 238 pages of which 27 pages devoted to Algeria.
Included in this work are 13 fine pages on the cancellations of France and Algeria.
This section contains a useful study of the characteristic of the various dater-blocks
used, including serif, sans-serif, and mixed lettering types. Almost 200 pages on the
post offices which came into existence during the period follow.
The Algeria portion is devoted to a list of post offices which came into existence
during the period, listed alphabetically, with their dates of creation and their class.
This is followed by an estimated value of the cancels from each post office. The list
of post offices and their dates are derived primarily from archival sources. The work
is highly accurate and useful.
H. Lordet: "Les Obliterations des Nouveaux Departements d'Algerie, 1959-1962"; L 'Echo
de la Timbrologie, 1972-1975. 63 pages.
In French Algeria's last three years of existence, the original three departments
were divided into 17 new ones. The addition of many new post offices of the Agence
Postale de S.A.S. class just before and during the period 1959-1962, along with the
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new departments, created some rare cancellations. M. Lordet lists all the post offices
within each of the new departments, and follows them through transfers to a third
department when such transfers are made. This specialized work is very useful to
anyone with an interest in the postal history at the end of Algeria's French period.
A. Mathieu: "Catalogue des Cachets a Date de France sur Sage Detaches du 1-4-76 au
31-12-1900 - Bureaux Algerie et Bureaux a I'Etranger:' 1985.
This work is believed to have useful information on Algerian post offices and cancellations. I have not been able to obtain a copy for review or study, and would appreciate
the assistance any reader can give me. (Sold by the author.)
J. Pothion: "Nomenclature des Bureaux de Poste Fran~aise, 1852-1876--Petites et Gros
Chiffres Cotes"; Paris, 1979. 107 pages, 24 pages on Algeria and French Offices abroad.
This booklet provides the most up-to-date list available for post offices using PCs
and GCs. A rarity index and price guide are provided. The price guide may be updated periodically by contacting the publisher.
J. Pothion, J.P. Alexandre, and G. Noel: "Marques Postales et Obliterations Bureaux Fran~is a I'Etranger, 1561-1948 -- Bureaux de Distribution d'Algerie du Type 22 au Type 84FB";
Paris, 1982. 60 pages, 14 pages devoted to Algeria.
Messrs. Pothion, Alexandre, and Noel have listed all Bureaux de Distribution as
well as auxiliary bureaus which were opened in Algeria for the period 1840-1904.
The dates of opening, closing, or promotion to Recette are given. All cancel types used
by each office are provided, along with a rarity index for each cancel type. A yearly
updated price guide is available from the publisher.
This booklet adds several post offices to ab der Halden and de Beaufond's, Langlois
and Bourselet's, and Lavarack's lists, and provides more reliable dates. It is superior
to any other source.
It is unfortunate that this booklet treats only the six major cancel types prior to
1902, omitting the 1902 sub-types. The reader should use the estimated dates shown
in italics with extreme caution; several are in error by as much as 15 years, and an
occasional one by 20 years.
J. Paris: "Les Agences Postales des Sections Administratives Specialisees"; Les Feuilles
Marcophiles, #187. 1972. 4 pages.
Beginning in 1956 and lasting until independence in 1962, about 185 new post offices
were created in Algeria, with daily operation by a military unit, and administration
by the P.T.T. This short work explains the creation of these offices, lists them, and
provides opening dates. This list is not all inclusive.
C. Rachou: "Les Agences Postales S.A.S. et S.A.U. d'Algerie"; Les Feuilles Marcophiles,
#164, 1964. 10 pages.
Dr. Rachou's work is the earliest on the pseudo-military post offices of S.A.S. and
S.A.U. in Algeria, 1956-1962. His work shows the organization of the Departments
and Arrondissements, and lists the S.A.S. and S.AU. post offices and their dates of
opening. The information given is primarily archival, and thus it is up-to-date. The
work contains numerous typographical errors, which may be reconciled by comparison
with some other work, such as Bosc's or Lordet's.

NEW FACTS REGARDING THE BORDEAUX ISSUES
Some documents archived at the Musee de la Poste, Paris, shed more precise details upon
the manufacture and distribution of Bordeaux issues, according to Jack Blanc (Documents
Philateliques, N° 133, 1992).
The initial delivery of2,000 sheets of the 20c value to the postal authorities at Bordeaux
was made 12 November 1870, as per a properly signed and countersigned document from
the Controle de la Fabrication des Timbres-Postes. These 20c stamps (which apparently
consist of Type II as well as the Type 1) were printed from 6 November. The lc value was
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delivered 14 and 15 November. Then came 1,000 sheets of the 10c on the 15th, and 500
sheets of the 15c postage due stamp on the 18th. Gaps exist in the surviving documentation, and these affect data on several of the other values. However, the discovery regarding a 15 November date for the first delivery at the 10c bistre negates earlier statements
(Lome, R. and G. Brown, etc.) that the earliest known date (EKD) of use was 13 November
1870··evidently based upon an incorrectly read (or prepared) date stamp.
A second set of documents show receipt at Bordeaux on 24 November 1870 of 196 sheets
ofthe 80c value: 180 good and 16 bad (and destroyed), signed for the Director of the printing plant and by the postal agent acting as comptroller. From other such receipts in the
sequence, Blanc estimates that 4,000 sheets (consisting of several values) were delivered
during the first 8 days of printing, a much lower figure than had been planned for back
in late September.
A third series of documents attests to the immediate(?) destruction of numerous defective sheets of the various values, dated between 17 November 1870 and 7 January 1871.
With improvements in the printing process (also in employees' skills?), far fewer sheets
were destroyed after 22 November than before. These daily(?) forms were also signed by
two or more functionaries.
The apparent order of earliest printing and delivery, equal perhaps to the order of need
for the values, was 20c (6 November) - 1c (14 November) - 10c (15 November) - 15c postage
due (18 November) - 40c and 80c (22 November) - 5c (24 November). The 2c and 4c values
were printed and delivered "later"; the 30c value probably last of all.
SJL

SELDOM-SEEN WORLD WAR II COVERS
FROM OR VIA FRENCH INDOCHINA
A number of years ago, our good French member and contributor Jacques Desrousseaux
wrote some articles on the last mails between the Far East and France during World
War II (1, 2). And now our long-time British member Bertram Mendelsohn has most kindly
sent us copies of covers that illustrate some of Desrousseaux's points, and which may not
have been illustrated elsewhere in the philatelic press.
Figure 1 illustrates (and very probably is) cover N° 3 of Desrousseaux (1974, p. 12). It
was sent from Dakar in March 1940 to Beyrouth and somehow misrouted to Saigon
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Figure 1. See text above.
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Figure 2. 8c postal card from Phu-Lang-Thuong, 14 October 1941, to Occupied France;
script "Return to senderlService suspended" handstamp applied at Saigon.

Figure 3. As Figure 2; 15 November 1941 to Occupied France; same return to sender marking, but in capital letters and applied at Hanoi.

Figure 5. 12c card from Phuong Hai, Provo of Hadong, 23 April 1944 to southern France;
received British censorship in Palestine [originated at "Poste Rurale Pnuore-Mai:' (cachet)].
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Figure 6. 12c card used locally in Indochina, 6 May 1945. Philatelic souvenir? Using up
old stock of Interzone cards?
(2 May 1940 backstamp). Rerouted towards the Middle East on the ship "Felix Roussel;'
which was seized by the British while at Port-Said. Cover received the boxed marking
(in French) "Return to SenderNoyage Indo China - France/of 17 May 1940 interrupted;'
ending up, temporarily at least, at Hanoi RP (15 January 1941 backstamp).
The other five figures illustrate the seldom-seen used Interzone postal cards of Indochina
(for mail to Occupied France): 8c card for 1940-1941 usage, and 12c card for 1942-on--as
described and discussed by Desrousseaux (1980, p. 30).

REFERENCES
1) Desrousseaux, J. (1974), " 'Le Felix Roussel', dernier bateau de la ligne Fran~aise
d'Extreme-Orient": Feuilles Marcophiles, N° 197.
2) Desrousseaux, J. (1980), "Courrier entre la France et l'Extreme-Orient pendant la derniere guerre (periode 1939-1941);' Chapter IV: Feuilles Marcophiles, N° 221.

PROVISIONAL USE OF GROUP!fYPE STAMPS AS POSTAGEDUE STAMPS FROM MADAGASCAR: FACT OR FANTASY?
By Ed Grabowski
As most readers know, I have been collecting and writing about the French Colonial
Group Type for more than a decade now. In December of this year, this issue will reach
its centennial anniversary. Despite this, the literature on the Group Type remains relatively
sparse, and there seems to be an abundance of opportunities to find something new.
In a recent Alevizos sale, I noted a most interesting cover from Madagascar, which, according to the auction description, illustrated provisional use of Group Type stamps as
due stamps. 'lb my knowledge, such has not been reported before from Madagascar. Use
of these issues as due stamps from New Caledonia is listed in the Yvert Colonies specialized
of 1936, and such has also been reported for Guadaloupe by Bob Stone in an article in
our PffiLATELIST. It is always difficult to bid on unusual items in an auction without
physically seeing them, or at least reviewing good Xeroxes. Time did not permit either
in this case, so I simply phoned in my bid and took my chances.
My bid proved successful, and the cover (Figure 1) arrived in short order. Careful examination indicated that it was posted from the village of Montmeyran (Drome) in France
on the 25th of June, 1913. Apparently it was sent unfranked, as there are no French stamps
present, and the envelope was struck with a T in triangle to indicate postage due. There
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is no evidence of stamps having been removed from the envelope. The Montmeyran date
stamp was struck from a dry black ink pad, and the T has similar dry inking characteristics,
suggesting that it was inked from the same pad. According to the regulations for handling due letters, the office of origin was responsible for applying the due marking, and
the office of arrival applied the due stamps and collected the moneys. The letter was addressed to "Monsieur et Madame F. Vernier, Missionnaires, a Ambatomanga par Manjakandriana Madagascar." Apparently upon arrival in Manjakandriana, one Madagascar
10c due stamp of the 1908 issue (Yvert taxe No. 11) and two '05c/4c' Group Types of the
Anjouan 1912 overprint issue were affixed to the envelope, and canceled with the Manjakandriana date stamp on July 22, 1913. The rate to the Colonies in 1913 was 10 centimes, so it appears that the combination of a tax stamp and the Group Types was used
to denote and collect the proper 20 centimes due from the recipient.
If all this were true, this would be an exceptional use of Group Type stamps in lieu of
due stamps. However, with the Colonies, one always has to be careful, as there was a great
deal of philatelic inspiration at this time. Th my knowledge the addressee is not one of
the common philatelic addresses seen for material of this time period (Dudy, Salzmann,
Oretel, etc.). Fortunately, my philatelic holdings are listed on a computer data base, and
it was a trivial matter to see if I had any other mail to the Verniers. The first (Figure
2) to come up was a 10c Group Type letter card posted and properly used from Moramanga,
Madagascar on March 3, 1908, and addressed to "Monsieur et Madame Vernier, Ambatomanga par Manjakandriana, Madagascar." Manjakandriana lies on the main rail line
between Moramanga and Tananarive. The letter card was received at Manjakandriana
two days later. Langlois and Bourselet do not list a post office for Ambatomanga. The letter card's message is apparently from someone who had just visited the Verniers, and expresses the usual messages sent amongst friends: comments on the weather, a discussion
of the journey to Moramanga, comments on photos, etc. But, appended to the top of the
card is a note that, and I translate roughly, "...Maurice found two stamps of IF, but not
the 2F, he will send them from Tamatave...." Thus, the Vernier family was apparently interested in stamp collecting!
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Figure 2
The second letter (Fil{Ure 3) was posted from Manjakandriana on November 30. 1907
to "Monsieur Ie missionnaire Fred Vernier, chez M Ie pasteur A. Vernier, a Beaufort sur
Gervaume, par Crest, Drome, France;' It is franked at the prevailing 35 centimes registered
French Community rate (10 centimes postage and 25 centimes registry) with 3 x 10 centimes Group Type stamps of Madagascar and 1 centime and 4 centimes Zebu issues. The
envelope bears Madagascar and French transits, and arrived at its destination on December 27,1907.
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Taken together the three letters clearly show the existence of the Vernier family in Ambatomanga (near Manjakandriana) and in the Department of Drome in France. Is the letter in question (Figure 1) philatelic in origin, or does it reflect a genuine shortage of due
stamps in the office at Manjakandriana? 'Ib some, the interest in stamps expressed in the
letter card and the franking on the letter in Figure 3 which suggests philatelic composition (the presence of the millesime number and the use of two issues), indicates an interest in philately by the Verniers. However, all of the items are correctly franked for the
prevailing rates. I sent a copy of the letter in Figure 1 to our member Alain Millet, and
he was able to show it to associates at the national show held in Niort this June. None
recognized the addressee as philatelic, nor was anyone aware of documented use of Group
Types in Madagascar as due stamps.
Member Colin Sprong has a later letter sent to the Verniers written by the same hand
that wrote the letter in Figure 3. It was posted from Tananarive R.P. on January 11, 1911
and franked with a 5c of the 1908 issue and posted to Madame Vernier at chez Martin
in a Tananarive suburb. The cover has a manuscript 2 and a T in a triangle to indicate
postage due. The envelope bears a 10 centimes due stamp properly canceled. At the time
the local rate was 10 centimes, so 10 centimes would be the proper due amount for a single
weight letter. The reason for the manuscript 2 remains in question, unless the letter was
sent at the 5 centimes printed matter rate. It would then have the correct franking for
the first weight, and 10 centimes would be required for the second level.
So the question remains: Is this my envelope a genuine, provisional use of Group Type
stamps as due stamps from one of the smaller Madagascar offices? As the owner of the
cover, I'd like to think so. For reasons unknown, the cover could have been sent out of France
unpaid. On arrival at the small office in Manjakandriana, there could have been a partial
shortage of the current due stamps and the local postmaster chose to substitute two of
the readily available 1912 overprints in lieu of another due stamp. Or the whole thing
could be a philatelic creation? I would be most interested in hearing from Madagascar
specialists or from anyone else who could supply information on this matter. Write me
in care of Box 364, Garwood, NJ 07027.

THE PETCHILI EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
by Robert T. Kinsley
The rescue on 14 August 1900 of the foreign legations, besieged in their compound in
Peking since 20 June by armed peasants known as Boxers (1), supported by Chinese imperial troops, was not one of the more notable accomplishments of the French Expeditionary
Corps in the Orient.
The legations consisted of the diplomatic representatives (Figure 1) and their families
of eleven countries (2) all of which to one degree or another had secured reluctant concessions from China, particularly following its defeat in the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95.
France redrew in her favor the disputed 'Ibnkin Gndochina) border, obtained additional
"treaty ports" such as Kwangchowan, and extended her influence into the provinces of
Yunnan, Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and the island of Hainan. However, when Italy in 1899
demanded and was refused San Men Bay in Chekiang and there was no retaliation, the
Chinese ruler, generally known in the West as the Dowager Empress, became emboldened
to encourage and abet resistance by the peasants to the hated foreigners. By the end of
May 1900 the Boxers were at the gates of Peking and, a few days later "the sanguine
members of the legations became.truly alarmed for the first time: Their splendid grandstand at the Peking racecourse, symbol of all their kind held dear, was burnt down" (3).
The diplomatic corps belatedly requested help from the troops moored in the Bay of Petchili
off the coast at Taku (Figure 2). The first small group of 337 officers and men started out
on 31 May, met resistance, and were followed by more troops on 10 June, as follows:
British
915
American
111
German
512
Japanese
54
Russian
312
Italian
.42
French
157
Austrian
26
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Figure 1. Monsieur Pichon, the besieged French Minister (left) with Capt. Darcy in the
French Legation.
The French contingent was the Corps Expeditionnaire du Petchili (Figures 3-5), one of
the few French expeditionary forces named after its maritime location, under the leadership of Gen. H. Frey (Figure 6). The entire multi-national group, after crossing the Pei
Ho River and traveling by rail more than halfway from Tientsin to Peking, met 80 much
resistance, and were so poorly equipped to travel without the railroad, that they were forced
14 June to attempt to return to Tientsin and were themselves besieged at Hsiku. Meanwhile the foreign settlements at Tientsin also came under heavy attack, but the barricades
(constructed under the supervision of future U.S. President Herbert C. Hoover) held and
reinforcements from the ships offThku routed the Chinese 23 June and then rescued the
beleaguered troops at Hsiku on 25 June.
Communications from or to the people trapped within the foreign legation compound
in Peking were virtually nonexistent. While they expected relief from Tientsin on each
succeeding day, foreign correspondents had already concluded (and some even reported)
that the entire group had already been massacred. As the situation worsened, and an occasional message pleading for help reached Tientsin, the represented countries slowly
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Figure 2. Sketch map of the relief route from Taku to Peking.
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Figure 3. Corr. d'Armees, Shanghai, 15 October 1900 departure, to sergeant in Chinese
Rifle Co. at Quang-'Thhou-Wan, with administrative cachet of Marine Infantry's 1st marching battalion and signed endorsement. Thnkin, 24 October arrival backstamp (SJL coll.).
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Postmark on front: "Tresor et postes aux Armees/l Chine 1 (at Peking) 9 November 1900.
Addressed to France.

On back: Administrative cachet: "1st reg. infanterie de la Marine:' Paris arrival
22 December 1900.
Figure 4.

mounted a rescue force. At the time the British were preoccupied with the Boer War, the
Americans with unrest in the Philippines, Russia with uprisings in Manchuria, and the
French with pacifications of Indochina and large parts of Africa. However, "the British
General Gaselee... transformed the problem of international cooperation into international
rivalry. Soon, each country was competing in eagerness to be the first into Peking" (3).
(Figure 7)
The rescue force of some 16,000 men finally left Tientsin at dawn 4 August and reached
Yangtsun 36 hours later. They had little means of transport from then on, their few horses
and mules could not stand the heat, and the troops fared little better. The French, together
with the few Germans, Austrians and Italians, had little choice but to return to Tie.ntsin,
while the British, Russian, Japanese and Americans pushed on. But as soon as General
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Figure 5. Ornamental envelope, unique to China; '!'resor et Postes aux Armees 5 Chine 5
(at Tientsin), 13 October 1900, with cachet of unit commander.
Frey got back to Tientsin he rounded up as many able-bodied Frenchmen as he could find
there, resolved to "pousser en avant Ie plus rapidement possible touts les elements du
Corps fran~ais susceptibles encore de marcher" (4) and, with a few hundred exhausted
Marine Infantry did catch up to the main body outside Peking. Even French aviation was
represented as General Frey had asked Paris for a balloon, and a section d'aerostatiers
was eventually sent to Taku, though there is no evidence it moved on to Peking.
All nationalities equally wanted to be first to liberate the besieged envoys, and so all
agreed to attack the Legation compound at different points but at the same time, and
to enter it the morning of 15 August. Writing in the third person in his book (4) General
Frey states that "his plan was accepted with enthusiasm and gratitude by soldiers who,
reduced by circumstances beyond their control to a static role which they found wearisome
and uncongenial, suddenly saw before their eyes the unexpected opportunity of associating
the nations which they represented in an important international action upon whose most
trivial developments the anxious attention of the whole world was focused, and whose
auspicious outcome would provoke in every country a veritable outburst of joy:' Nevertheless, "in the numerous accounts of the expedition every contingent criticises some things
about some of the other contingents; the French are the only troops whom everybody
criticises for everything." (Peter Fleming, op. cit.).
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Figure 6. Gen. Frey and his staff.

Figure 7. Gen. Gaselee and his staff.
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On 13 August the Chinese redoubled their effort to massacre the foreigners, and the
rescuing troops elected not to wait. The British were the first to enter the besieged Lega·
tion the afternoon of the 14th. The U.S. 14th Infantry arrived at 4:30 p.m., the Russians
an hour later, while the Japanese were still fighting at their assigned gate. The French
had become lost in the darkness of night, but nevertheless with bugles blaring and the
tricolor flapping made their entrance at 4:00· a.m. on the 15th.
The siege by the Chinese included the huge Peitang Cathedral in Peking, where a small
French guard valiantly protected many more refugees than were in the Legation com·
pound. By the time General Frey and his men went to the aid of their countrymen, almost
two days later, they discovered that Japanese troops had already pushed forward and rescued
the refugees.
At some time during the latter part of 1900, the Petchili Expeditionary Corps became
known as the China Expeditionary Corps (Figures 8 and 9). Negotiations over conditions
for peace and for reparations continued until a treaty was finally signed 7 September 1901.
The last foreign troops left Peking 17 September but contingents remained in 'Tientsin
(Figure 9) for a number of years.
As a postscript to reparations, or perhaps better called official looting, the French
remembered and claimed valuable instruments in the Imperial Observatory that had been
made in France some two centuries earlier. Representing France in the division with
Germany (for the Observatory was in the German sector) of these instruments was Colonel
J.B. Marchand, noted for his mission into the upper Nile region of Africa three years
earlier (5).

.~.-;
'. .
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Figure 8. Tresor et Postes aux Armees 2 Chine 2 (at Pao·Ting·Fou, for a few months only),
12 December 1900. Granville (Manche), 2 February 1901 arrival backstamp (SJL coIl.).
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Figure 9. But, here is mention of Petchili Corps some five years later, on July 1905 letter
from France, to lieutenant in 16th Colonial Infantry Regt. at Tientsin. Tientsin-Chine,
Poste Fran~aise civil PO., 29 August 1905 arrival backstamp.

FOOTNOTES
1) A name first applied by missionaries to fanatics of the society "I Ho Ch'uan," meaning
the Fists of Righteous Harmony.
2) The countries were: Austria-Hungary, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Holland,
Italy, Japan, Russia, Spain and the United States. "In general, behind their outward
show of comity and despite the close entwinement of their social lives, the basic attitude
to each other of the foreign envoys in Peking differed in few essentials from the relationship between gold prospectors in a Klondike saloon." Peter Fleming, "The Siege
at Peking"; Harper & Brothers, 1959.
3) Marina Warner, "The Dragon Empress. Life and Times of Tz'u-hsi, Empress Dowager
of China"; Macmillan, 1972.
4) General H. Frey, "Fran~ais et Allies au Pe-tchili"; (publisher not known).
5) For the Mission Marchand, see FCp, v. 38, N°2 (April 1982), p. 66-68; also, p. 68-69 in
W.M. Waugh and S.J. Luft, "A Chronology of French Military Campaigns and Expeditions with their Postal Markings 1815-1983"; FCPS and War Cover Club, New York, 1984.
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INDOCHINA AND THE FRENCH COWNIAL
ALLEGORICAL GROUP TYPE
by Ed Grabowski
This article is based on the presentation I gave at the September 8, 1992 meeting of
the FCPS. It is becoming a tradition for me to begin each philatelic season with a talk
on the Group Type and its use in one colony, and Indochina is a most appropriate one.
French influence began in the area as early as 1787 when a treaty was concluded between
Louis XVI and the Emperor Gia-Long which gave France the city of'Iburane and the island
of Poulo-Condore. It wasn't until the latter part of the next century that France became
firmly established in Indochina, beginning with Cochinchina in the southeastern part
of the country. Thereafter, followed Cambodia, 'Ibnkin and Annam, and finally Laos in
1893. At the beginning of the 20th Century Indochinese stamps were used in, and overprinted for use in, the surrounding French offices in China. Thus, for the period of the
Group Type's use (1892 to about 1912), this is a particularly complex and rich Colony,
as is Madagascar, about which I spoke and wrote last year.
Since there is ample literature on Indochina, beginning with the famed Desrousseaux
tome: Les Postes Fran~aises en Extreme Orient; and continuing with the many articles
on the Group Type, my overview will be via a glimpse at what may be found on Indochina
covers. Particularly with this area, Group Type material abounds, though much of it is
not particularly easy to obtain. There is a good array of smaller offices, military mail,
local packet and steamer mail and mail carried on the rail lines that can be found by
the vigilant collector. Postal stationery is, naturally, available, and when all else fails,
there are plenty of philatelic frankings to be had.
The Indochina section of my Group Type exhibit begins in the oldest area, Cochinchiria,
with what I believe to be two particularly strong pieces. The first is a registered telegram
letter form (Figure 1). 'Ib facilitate the rapid internal transmission of important messages,
telegraphy to the principal post offices was used, from where they were dispatched by the
fastest means possible to their destinations. This telegram was received at, and forwarded
from, Saigon on the 22nd of January 1898, Line N on the next day for its destination in
France. Because of the importance of its message, it was also sent registered, so it bears
two 25c Group Type stamps to pay the prevailing French Community registry rate at the
time. The second piece is an Indochina reply card (Figure 2) properly returned from Zurich.
The Group Type stamp was cancelled on arrival in Saigon, and the card contains a long
family-related message. With almost 800 Group Type pieces in my collection, I have but
three properly used reply cards; the other two being from French Guiana and Reunion.
A most unusual piece of postal stationery (sort-of) is shown in Figure 3. It is a standard
small envelope used for printed matter. In this case a 5c stamp was cut from a regular
5c envelope and pasted in the upper left hand corner for use. Though illegal, it was ac-

Figure 1
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AEPONSE

Figure 2

Figure 3

cepted and passed through the local mails to Tanan. I have noted a similar practice in
the French Congo. That reported for Tahiti was actually due to a temporary shortage of
5c stamps.
Mail from the smaller offices can be found with continued searching. Of the numerous
pieces which I have, one of my favorites is the French Community rate of 15c (Figure 4)
from the off-shore island of Poulo-Condore, noted at the beginning of this article, used as
a penal colony.
With military correspondence from Saigon available as early as the 1860s, it is not difficult to find interesting military material with Group Type frankings. In addition to the
octagonal military date stamps, these letters often bear a unit cachet and/or a manuscript
endorsement verifying the special 15c rate for troops on station in lieu of the 25c regular
rate effective until December 31, 1899. Mail after this date often has manuscript endorsements and unit cachets, but the 25c French Community rate had been lowered to
15c making it equivalent to the military rate. Thus, the presence of manuscript en-
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Figure 5
dorsements and unit cachets on this mail simply serves to identify it, not verify a special
rate. A recent addition to my military frankings is the cover shown in Figure 5 from the
village of Tan-An on the 22nd of April 1893. The manuscript endorsement and unit cachet
(in red) indicate that the unit was one of native troops from Annam. It should be noted
that the troops in combat at this time were entitled to free military franchise, and the
resulting stampless covers are a whole other area of Indochina specialization.
(To

Be Continued)
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(Continued from FCP #229, July 1992, p. 90)
~636.) Official stamps of the Vichy regime (Yvert timbres de service 1-15) were authorized by the Minister of Posts (Journal Officiel, 6 December 1941) and made obligatory
for use by all ministries, thereby replacing the counter-signatures of officials as of 1 January
1942. These Courier Officiel stamps, with face values of 10c to 20F were, however, not
printed prior to 1942, and their use was put off to 1 January 1943. By that time, inertia
and the oppositions of the ministries had triumphed, the stamps were never issued, and
were ordered destroyed. A number of sets, of course, escaped into the philatelic market.
Price of these unissued sets of 15 are 7000F (4000F without gum), in my 1991 Yvert catalog.
~637.) J.P. Mayeur has an interesting little article in Documents PhiJateliques, N° 133
(1992), wherein he shows several French post cards of the 1900-1917 period and explains
why they were charged postage due. Effective November 1899 cards could be sent (domestic
use only) for as little as Ie, provided that the mention "Carte Postale" was crossed out,
that no message was present other than the date and signature, and that the card was
mailed inside an open wrapper or band, with the 1c stamp affixed solely to the wrapper.
Violations of the above dictums, illustrated by Mayeur, included: (1) use of 1c indicia,
cut from a stamped wrapper, and taxed simply as unpaid (2c); (2) too many unacceptable
words in text, and taxed as a mostly unpaid ordinary post card; (3) 1c stamp ties wrapper
to card, thereby making wrapper no longer "mobile" (loose), and taxed 8c as largely unpaid printed-matter-in-wrapper; (4) mailed in December 1903, after the 1c card-in-wrapper
rate had been rescinded September 1903, and taxed as a largely unpaid letter! Finally,
an example is shown of an irregularly shaped, undersize card, also taxed as a largely unpaid letter.
One can wonder over how much time could be wasted by postal employees for so little
extra revenue to the P.O. But one can also seek out such items and try to determine just
how the tax was arrived at, way back when.
~638.) Member Martin Stempien continues his two-part article on "GPUIUPU, 1875-1881:
Mail from Outside the Union" (For The Record N° 612) by showing a multi-page contemporary table of rates for mail to GPU member countries, in the June 1992 "Postal History
Journal." Rates and weights to France are on p. 60-61.
~639.) Alec Swain, in v. 42, N° 2 (1992) of the Journal of the F&CPS (Great Britain),
reminds us that the Gare d'Ivry in Paris was not a railway station but rather a "gare
d'eau" dockyard area on the Seine. It was served by a suburban post office in the 19th
Century until and after early 1880s annexation of some suburbs into present-day Paris.

~640.) Featured in Le Monde des Philatelistes for July-August 1992 are some of the
"treasures" of the Musee de la Poste, 34 Blvd. de Vaugirard, Paris Xv. Shown in full color,
reduced in size but with enlargements of parts of the sheets, are full sheets or panes of
the 20c black and blue, 25c blue, and IF red Ceres; 10c Republique; Ie, 20c and IF Empire; assembled "pane" of 150 "make-ready" cut-outs; 4c gray and green and 5F Laures;
10c Siege; 10c brown Ceres (small Is); and 10c Eagle (Colonies). The tete-beches are shown,
of course, and in their relation to the full pane.
Information is also given on the various Musee collections, on making use of its research
library, on souvenirs for sale, on the Societe des Amis du Musee, and on the several regional
postal museums. Having been to the Musee at Paris and to the one at Riquewihr in Alsace,
I can recommend that anyone in the "neighborhood"--whether in Paris or the provinces-make a point of visiting their excellent facilities and presentations. SJL

~641.) Peter A.S. Smith reminds us, in connection with Ethiopian mixed-franking covers
described and shown in the April 1992 FCP (p. 56-60), that stamps of the French Levant
were also used for a short time (1907-1908, according to Bob Kinsley), and that such covers
are very scarce. Shown here is a cover sent to us by Peter Smith. It bears Ethiopian and
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~642.) J.M. Sitarek, French mail sales dealer, in his August sale offered several letters
with cachets of some of the 5 merchant ships requisitioned to transport French troops to
the United Nations Force in Yugoslavia. One of the ships was the Esterel, cachet inscribed
Societe Nationale Maritime Corse MediterraneelEsterellLe Commandant. These are probably rare items, will be sought for by both maritime and military specialists. (See
illustrations)

Li COMMANDANT

J.iCOMMAND
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~643.) Member Bert Mendelsohn sends us this Indochina 37c airmail envelope which
is not listed in the ACEP catalog so far as he is aware. Used at Saravane, Laos,
23 (25?) June 1947; on reverse are 2 x 22c and 3 x 15c of the 1931 Indochina issue to make
up the presumably required postage. The envelope was probably issued about 1939 in his
opinion.

I

Par Avion I
,.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
New Issues and Withdrawals
(Continued from FCP #229, July 1992, p. 93)
~ France: May: 4,50F Dauphin-2 aerogram me. 27 (29) June; 5,00F Art of Jacques Callot.
4 (6) July: 2,50F Chateau de Biron (Dordogne); 4,00F Port of Lorient.
Withdrawals: 10 July: 4,00 Wasquehal; all six Albertville Winter Olympics semipostaIs at 2,30F + 0,20F; all four ditto at 2,50F + 0,20F; 27F Winter Olympics
sheetlet; 2,50F stamps for the Albertville Olympics, the path of the Olympic flame,
and the Para-Olympic games at Tignes.

~ France: August: Set of two illustrated postal cards (2,50F and 3,40F, sold at 12F) to commemorate 1992 and future sailing regattas; 12 (14) September: Plants of Humid Regions
2, 3, 4, 5F; September: 4F20 rose M. de Briat definitive; 26 (28) September: 2,50F Year
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One of the Republic; original stamp art by Alechinsky, Garouste, Raysse, and Blais,
2,50F x 4. (The following are subject to change): 3 November: Hommage to those who fought
in Indo-China; 9 November: Europe without frontiers; 16 November: Marcel Paul; and first
Nancy-Luneville airmail route; 23 November: 4 stamps for contemporary European Art;
30 November: Red Cross (Christmas); 7 December: les gens du voyage; 14 December: the
pleasure of writing (booklet).
Withdrawals: 11 September: 2,50F union of Mayotte to France; 5F Art ofF. Rouan;
5F Art ofR. Matta; 1991 Red Cross sheet stamp and booklet; 1992 Stamp Day sheet
stamp and booklet.
~ Andora:

4 (6) July: Nature series 2,50F buttercup and 3,40F vulture. 12 (14) September:
4F Retalle de Sta. Eulalia d'Encamp.
Withdrawals: 10 June: 2,50F sheep; 3,50F PYrenees cow; 2,50F World bolla championships.
~St.

Pierre & Miquelon: 12 (17) August: Patrimony Delisle Valley) triptych, 2,50F + label

+ 14,50F. 21 September: 2,50F Baron de l'Esperance.

~ Wallis & Futuna: 22 May: 100F World Columbian Stamp Expo. 15 June: Wallis scenes
450F S.S. of 5 x 70F se-tenant stamps showing symbolic people. 15 July: 800F GENOVA
'92, in same design as 22 May WCSE issue, but with GENOVA logo. 17 August: ~50F
Bicentenary of First French Republic; 14 September: Fish 23F and 24F.
~ Monaco: 25 May: Yesteryear in Monaco 0,60, 0,90, 2F, 3F, 7F; booklets at 22F
(2,20F x 10) and 25F (2,50F x 10). 18 September: GENOVA '92 (Roses) 3F and 4F. 20 October: 15F Chapel of St. Catherine at Baux (Provence); Red Cross (St. Devote) 6F and 8F;
Stamp Museum S.S. of two 10F stamps-on-stamps designs; Christmas 2,50F, 3,40F, 5F;
2,20F bird of prey; Protection of the Marine Environment (phytoplankton) 2,20F and 2,50F;
4F Seabus; 10F 100th Anniv. of Coubertin's appeal to revive the Olympic Games.
Withdrawal: 22 May: o,90F Yesteryear in Monaco (issued January 1986).
~ New Caledonia: 22 May: World Columbian Stamp Expo 3 x 80F se-tenant airmails
("Pinta;' "Santa Maria;' "Nina"; also, same in 240F booklet; 360F S.S. of 3 x 110F airmails (Eric the Red, Columbus, A. Vespucci). 12 June: 100th Anniv. of Japanese immigration, 95F crane, 95F cagou bird. 25 July: 260F airmail for Barcelona Olympics. 13 August:
50F Arrival of U.S. Forces in World War II.
Withdrawals: 22 June: 72F G. Baudoux; 73F Jean Mariotti; 74F 20th Anniv. of Society for Historical Studies.
~ Polynesia: 22 May: 130F World Columbian Stamp Expo., and 250F sheetlet. 17 June:
The Maori World: 95F Tahiti dancers, 105F Hawaiian dancers, 115F 'Ibngan dancers.
8 July: Tatoos 61F, 64F. 5 August: Children's games 22F, 31F, 45F.
~ A few minor increases in French postal rates took effect 10 August 1992. The domestic
(etc.) double-weight letter went up to 4,20F, which will result in a new Marianne de Briat
stamp in September. Registry fees increased by 50c or more.
~ Privately-produced souvenir booklets continue to proliferate. The latest reported resemble
not at all official booklets, and there appears to be no reason for La Poste to reprint any
of them for collectors.
~The Direction des Services Ambulants (DSA), reestablished in France in July 1944, was
replaced May 1988 by the Direction des Reseaux d'Acheminement National et International (DRAND, which coordinated all exchanges of mail, whether by ambulants, or by
air, or by other means. Since January 1992, it has become the Direction de I'Exploitation
du Courrier (DEC).

~ France: Preliminary 1993 Stamp Program (subject to change).
Stamps without surtax:
Contemporary art (4 stamps); EUROPA (2 stamps); La Chaise-Dieu abbey (Hte.-Loire);
Chinon (Indre-et-Loire); Montbeliard (Doubs); Minerve village (Herault); Protected
duck species (4 stamps); Congress of Philatelic Societies, Lille; Inauguration of crossChannel tunnel; Bicent. of National Museum of Natural History; 18th Century
French-Swedish relations; Bicent. ofChappe's telegraph; Bicent. of Louvre Museum;
Bicent. of Val-de-Grace Hospital; Cent. of Masonic order; Louise Weiss (1893-1983);
Resistance heroes and martyrs; 50th Anniv. of Liberation of Corsica; Django

Page 124

F&C PHILATELIST

Reinhardt (1910-1953); National Circus school; Miniature(?) train of d'Artouste;
Jacquemart-de-Lambesc (B.-du-Rhone); Ship "La Paste"; 12th Mediterranean games;
Maurice Denis (1870·1943).
Stamps with surtax:
Stamp Day (mail-distribution service); Famous Writers (Maupassant, Alain, Cocteau,
Pagnol, Chamson, Yourcenar); Red Cross (Metz).
• For better or for worse (according to one's opinion of their validity) the boxed PAR
AVIONIBl1timent de LignelRichelieu overprints--fabricated in New York--on the 1F50 brown
Petain stamp, are now esconced in the Yvert catalog (under "Poste Militaire"). The Ceres
catalog has listed them for some time (as airmail issue N° 15A), on this and other stamps.
• An automatic franking machine, made by Societe Cheschire of Arceuil, France, has been
approved by La Poste for use by bulk mailers. In one single operation, it can print a label
showing the postal charge, name and address of both mailer and addressee, and weight
of the object. This should reduce errors in mail sorting and of wrong destinations.
• Stamp engraver Georges Betemps (1921-1992) died 18 April. His first French stamp dates
back to 1946. His last work, the 4,00F 500th Anniv. of the first ascent of Mont Aiguille
(Isere Dept.), was posthumously issued 27-29 June 1992.
• Another stamp engraver, Rene Cottet (1902-1992) died on 25 April. He had engraved
stamps of France, Monaco, Saar, Luxembourg, and some of the former French Colonies
between 1938 and 1965.
• Colored borders on airmail envelopes date from 1922, when such envelopes, with red
borders and red PAR AVION, etc. were designed for use by the Latecoere line, to facilitate
sorting of mail to be sent specifically by air. (B. Abouchar, in Le Monde des Philatelistes,
June 1992).
• The philatelic world has lost Gilbert Dreyfuss, of the Academie de Philatelie. A dedicated
student and prolific writer on many subjects (and a bemedalled exhibitor as well), including
Alsace-Lorraine postal history, French Classics, postage dues and markings. His final contribution to the literature may well have been the article noted here in For The Record
N° 590 and 60l.
.Subscribers to the French philatelic service, and those with reserved purchase orders
at philatelic windows, have selected the 10F Bicent. of the Revolution block of four 2F50
stamps, issued June 1991, as the most attractive French issue of 1991, by 14,400 votes
out of total 94,000 cast.
• The 2F50 (red Marianne de Briat indicia) postal card (inscribed Carteposte) issued May
1992 is sold at its face value; quite a departure from earlier imprinted postal cards. It
should be noted that post card rates are now the same (2F50: domestic, European Community, etc.) as for sealed Ix letters.
• Distinguishing characteristics of the original (unauthorized) Marseille-La Paste Colbert
booklet of 1991 and of the official 1992 reprint were given in the April 1992 FCP in middle
of p. 92. Almar's Booklet Bulletin for June 1992 notes another. On the back cover line
"100 ans au service des Marseillais:' the capital M of the official reprint (the booklet
you own, more than likely) has a parasitic dash in lower part, as per the accompanying sketch. This is absent in the unauthorized original, which is now offered
in the U.S. for about $150.

M

• CW.E. (Ted) Coles passed away March 1992 at the age of 80. A founding member of the
France & Colonies Philatelic Society of Great Britain, he was an enthusiastic collector
of and writer on many France and Colonies (particularly Madagascar) philatelic specialities.
• Some show reports:
PIPEX '92 (Spokane, WA)--Gold to Walter Brooks for "Siege of Paris Balloon Mail";
vermeil to Bill Bartlett for "French Square and Duval type Dues on cover"; silver
to Bob Kinsley for French military mail from southeast Asia. Stan Luft was chief
judge.
TEXPEX '92 (Arlington, TX)--Silver to Bob Kinsley for "French Somaliland
1890s - 1940s.
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~ At the annual Expo of the Congress of the French Federation of Philatelic Societies at
Niort, the exhibits classified as "Traditional" had many of France and Colonies (37 out
of 324) of which Colonies and French territories were only 11%. The Court of Honor was
dominated by 7 frames (out of 20) by the Colonies Group Type of Daniel Marchoiseau.
The exhibits among the Traditional class included: Group Type of French Morocco, French
military presence in the Near East, "E.A?' issues, Sowers in the fonner Ottoman territories,
Blanc issues of French Offices and Algeria. The Airmail class had important exhibits of
the Europe-to·Madagascar lines and to the Far East.
~The u.s. stsmp commemorating the bicentenary ofthe French Revolution issued recently
was a nice gesture to U.S.-Fr. amity, but we goofed on the design. The stamp is like the
French flag, three vertical bands of the tricolors. However, the color bands are shown as
blue, white and red (from right to left) whereas, the French flag officially is blue, white
and red; the French National Convention of 1794 specified that the blue band be attached
to the staff on the hoist side, white in middle, and red on the fly side. The USPS designer
originally arranged the colors by accident but when the error was called to their attention it was decided to keep the colors reversed as it is a U.S. stamp not a French stamp.
Some picky Francophiles are miffed.

REVIEWS
"Tables of French Postal Rates 1849 to Date." By Derek Richardson; Brochure N° 7 (1992)
of the France & Colonies Phil. Soc. of Great Britain; 54 pp., 6'h x 8 inches, soft cover;
available from the Society for 7.5 pounds + postage; or for $17.00 (postpaid in the U.S.),
from Leonard H. Hartmann, P.O. Box 36006, Louisville, KY 40233.
This little 54-page booklet does it all. Well, almost.
In terse, tabular form, it covers all French domestic postal rates since 1849 and all(?)
international ones since 1876--up to the present, August 1991 Tariffs. The domestic (or
internal, as Richardson prefers) rates are listed in 19 separate tables according to classification of their service. For each table, dates of application, weight groupings (or bands), and
rate in force are supplied. The coverage is truly exhaustive, even in this jacket-pocket sized
work, and include such esoteric services as urgent postal packets and stamp-ordering fees.
I found the brief introductions to the services rendered extremely useful, for explaining
the types of services and their weird acronyms, such as PNU, ECOPLI, COLISSIMO,
COLIECO, etc. The brief (2-page) introduction to domestic rates is basically a flowsheet
showing how letters and printed matter evolved-in nomenclature and in weight groupings-since 1949, and I recommend committing it to memory (or at least to the bulletin board
in your stamp den).
Because of the tabular format, it takes a bit of doing to get used to it. While it may
never replace the 1982 Alexandre-Barbey-Brun-Desarnaud-Joany "Les Tarifs Postaux
Francais 1627-1969" for the latter's details, it is far easier to use than the La Poste tarifs
leaflets that came out since 1969 with each major rate change-and that I shuffled through
most painfully while preparing my Clong-ago now!) "The Regular Issues of France...."
Because the international rates go back only to the "simplified" GPU-UPU ones of 1876,
resort must still be made to Alexandre, et al (1982) and specialized studies, for earlier
treaties and rates. No problem if you're a post-Classicist collector.
Buy this brochure while it's still in print! I highly recommend it.
S.J. Luft

"Poste Maritime Coloniale et Mediterraneene." By Henri Tristant. (Publications de presse,
1979-1988.) (Colonial and Mediterranean Sea Mail, papers published 1979·1988), 1990,
369 pp. (not numbered consecutively), ills. and tables, 6% x lOy.. inches, hard-bound,
published by author for private distribution only.
The output of this well-known French author has been reviewed in these pages from
time to time. All of the papers collected here were published in serials previously, to be
republished later for ease of reference. Since that was not done by the press, the author
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decided to put out a combined publication himself, which is not for sale. The contents are
as follows (text pages only are counted below);
"La Poste Maritime Franco-Coloniale Sous I:Ancien Regime" (The French Colonial Sea
Post Under the Old Regime), 182 pp.
"La Poste Maritime Fran~aise En Mediterranee Saus !:Ancien Regime, 1788-1789" (The
French Sea Post in the Mediterranean Under the Old Regime, 1788-1789, 13 pp.
"Les Premiers Paquebots a Vapeur De La Mediterranee" (The First Steam Packets of
the Mediterranean), 112 pp.
"Echanges De Correspondence Entre La France Et !:Algerie dans la periode 1830-1848
Et Premiers Cachets De Bateaux-a-Vapeur" (Exchange of Mail Between France and Algeria
1830-1848 and First Postmarks of Steam Packets), 19 pp.
"Les Communications De I:Europe Avec I:lnde Par Les Premiers Paquebots a Vapeur
1829-1840" (Communications of Europe with India by the First Steam Packets 1829·1840),
9 pp.
It is worth noting that the last two pages contain a bibliography of Tristant's main publications from 1955 to 1991. His erudition, exemplified by extensive quotations from original
documents, is well known and guarantees the originality as well as the correctness of his
work.
Ernst M. Cohn
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'-~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

F.C.RS. OFFICIAL
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

President's Letter
By the time you read this letter, the first Postage Stamp Mega Event will probably be
history. I hope many of our members were able to attend. With 125 frames of French exhibits, I suspect that this will have been the largest showing ever of French exhibits out·
side France. I certainly want to thank all those who have agreed to exhibit, and particularly
Ed Grabowski for coordinating the submissions. When the directors decided to commit
the Society to at least 100 frames of exhibits, there were those who felt we were being
too ambitious: I am happy that we have been able to prove the doubters wrong.
An important reason for our participation in a show like the Mega Event is publicity
for the Society. The more people who know about F.C.P.S., as the society for collectors of
French Area stamps in the United States, the more who will want to become members.
New members are essential for us. Some will come from our participation in shows; a few
will see our name as a contributor to the Scott catalog; still the most important source
for new members is recruitment by the current members of the Society. This is a way in
which any member can make a contribution: If you know someone who collects stamps
from the French area, and is not a member, encourage him to join. Hopefully it will benefit
us all.
Dick Stevens

NEW MEMBERS
2929
2930
2931

2932

SCHNELL, DR. ROGER G., 4800 N.E. 20th Terrace, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308.
(French Caribbean.)
MEADOWCROFT, MICHAEL, Waterloo Lodge, 72 Waterloo Lane, Leeds, LS13
2JF, England. (General Collector: France, mint - used. Colonies General Issues:
used. Philatelic literature.)
ANDERSON, W. MARK, III, 461 S. Court St., Montgomery, AL 36104. (General
France: mint - used. Andorre; Monaco; Saar; Europa & United Nations. Colonies
General Issues: mint· used. All Colonies and territories: Omnibus Issues. Stamps
of Vichy Issues. All collections up to 1973.)
SIDDENS, TOM C., 745 E. William St., San Jose, CA 95112. (General France:
used· on cover. Specialized France: Postal History; Stampless Covers; Departmental
"Marques Postales"; Paris "Marques Postales"; Entry Markings; Military;
Maritime; and Railway Posts - used abroad. Regular Issues: used· on .cover;
Cancellations.)
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2933

2934
2935
2936
2937
2938
2939
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BISCH, ROGER, 33 Old Bullet Hole Rd., Mahopac, NY 10541. (General France:
on cover. Military Post; Alsace-Lorraine. Franchise Militaire; Air Meets; First
Flights, etc.; Camps de Concentration; French Occupation in Germany; War
Related; Saar.)
GARLAND, W. THOMAS, JR., 188 Hale Dr., Princeton, NJ 08540. (General Collector: 20th Century.)
TAYLOR, ROBERT F., 674 Chelsea Dr., Sanford, NC 27330-8587. (CFA; Andorre;
Monaco; Saar; Colonies General Issues - mint; All Colonies and Territories; French
Community; Stamps pre-1970.)
RIDEOUT, A. EDWIN, 12 Summer St., Wiscasset, ME 04578. (General Collec·
tor: France, all issues - used.)
CLAWSON, SAMUEL, JR., 14723 23rd, N.E., Seattle, WA 98155. (Andorre;
Monaco.)
NORDSTROM, PHIL, 6311 Maury Hollow, Austin, TX 78750. (General Collector: France, all issues; French Community; Colonies General Issues; All Colonies
and Territories Stamps.)
LAURIER, PHILIPPE, 18 Wells Court, Bloomfield, NJ 07003. (General France:
mint - used; Classics; Andorre; Monaco; Colonies General Issues: mint - used; All
Colonies and Territories. Dealer: part-time.)

REINSTATEMENTS
2643
2607
1716

GAETJENS, KAY, 1 Rue Cognacj - Jay, Paris, France 75007. (Colonies General
Issues: Tahiti; French Oceania Postmarks; Postal History; Stamps and Covers of
Tahiti and French Oceania; Philatelic literature.)
NOLET, JACQUES, Case Postale 558, Succursale PostaIe "A", Montreal, Quebec,
Canada H3C 2T6. (Already in Philatelist.)
SLIFER, WILLIAM P., Rt. 1, Box 24, Crow Hill Rd., Barto PA 19504-9707. (General
France: mint. Modern France: mint - on cover. Miniature Sheets; Imperforates.)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

2883
2886
2484
2791
1312

EWELL, ALBERT H., JR., 2608 Peace Dr., W. Lafayette, IN 47906.
ROVE, MARILYN, 69 Taconic Rd., Greenwich, CT 06831-3452.
THAYER, DENISE J., P.O. Box 298, Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896-0298.
CARON, GERARD A., (Box No. & Zip Code Change.) P.O. Box 1031, S. Windsor,
CT 06074-1031.
KUERTI, ERNST M., 710 S. Loomis, Chicago, IL 60607.
BUREGA, PAUL M., 16 Aldgate Cres., Nepean, Ont., Canada K2J 2G4.
PIEKLO, EDWARD A., 2123 Wisconsin Ave., Berwyn, IL 60402.
POLK, JAMES R., 186 Delaware Ave., Thronto, Ont., Canada M6H _2T3.
WALSKE, STEVEN, 147 Chestnut Hill Rd., Chestnut Hill, MA 02167.

2400

PERIGO, WILLIS E.

1637
1790
2490
1204

DECEASED

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MEMBERS' APPEALS

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WANTED: Large numbers of used French stamps, 1876-1924, to search for Algerian
cancellations. Stamps already searched are also wanted. I will pay postage both ways, and
after search, will return all stamps to you. Reference my articles published in F&C
Philatelist, October, 1990 to July, 1991. Laurence H. Lambert, 1519 Scenic Drive, Rolla,
MO 65401. (ME #1394).
OFFER: Complete MNH Scott B34a (Yvert carnet 282) Smile of Reims booklet, except
for minor toning in one corner of selvage. $400. Robert T. Kinsley, 949 North 60th Ave.,
W. Richland, WI 99352 (ME 12180).
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