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New Caledonia 10c on 40c of 1891 
pl'esents two major numbers because 
of the basic stamps carrying the 
same surcharge. Number 11 being sur
charged on the imperforate 40c gener
al colonies issue of 1877 and No. 13 
on the perforated 40c of 1881. They 
were authorized by a decree of Gov
A. N. Gailland on December 23, 1891 
to alleviate a shortage of 10 centimes 
values, and the date of issue is given 
as that same day. 

Quantities issued were 4,800 of 
No. 11 and 11,000 of No. 13. Due to 
the method of surcharging, in which 
a form of twenty-five subjects was 
locked sideways in the press and a 
sheet of fifty (two panes of 25 with 
vertical gutter between) was fed, one 
end first and then the other, half of 
the stamps exist with normal sur
charge and half with inverted. For 
reasons best known to the press 
feeder, both exist with double sur
charge and with double surcharge, 
one inverted. 

Baron de Vinck de Winnezeele, in 
his "Colonies Francaises et Bureaux 
11 l'Etranger" (Philateliste Beige, 
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1928), has worked out a formula by 
which .each position of the form can 
be recognized, principally by positions 
oi the border ornaments but some
times by constant type breaks. The 
reconstruction chart herewith is based 
on his work, with s\lch additions as 

I have found making the work easier 
and more accurate. 

Note particularly the normal posi
tion of the ornaments-it is the key 
to the entire reconstruction. At the 
top, bottom and sides the unconnected 
circles are inside, the ovals outside. 
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The top corners have the circles at 
the top; the bottom corners have 
them at the bottom. Apparently the 
compositor whu set the type started 
out with good intentions, for eight 
of the first nine settings have all 
ornaments normal, but after that it 
was every man for himself. 

In those eight positions with nor
mal border only the constant type 
breaks are the determining points. 
The Baron concentrated exclusively 
on t he border but I have found that 
the type used in " IDe." also presents 
individual characteristics that make 
checking more simple. These I have 
illustrated on the chart. 

Positions 17, 19, and 20 a ll have 
only ornaments 1 to 6 with circles 
outside and also must be separated 
by the type breaks. 

All of the other fourteen positions 
have different type positions that 
make determination easy. 

The variety no period after 10c is 
constant and occurs only in positions 
16 and 18. Other missing periods and 
hyphens 'are treacherous and in exam
ining hundreds of copies I have found 
none that is constant except a miss
ing period after N in position 4-
and I can't guarantee that. 

Differences in the quantity of ink 
on the platen will acount for many 
seeming-and perhaps actual--breaks 
in the omaments besides those pic
tur ed, but they are unnecessary to 
the task at hand. 

When it is considered that there 
were issued only ninety-six sheets of 
number 11 and 220 sheets of number 
13 it can be seen what a search lies 
ahead in filling all positions. After 

a dozen years I still lack from one to 

five positions in the foul' possible re

constructions (perforated and imper

forate, normal and inverted), but the 
thrill is in the hunt. 
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" R. F. ft Cancellations on U. S. Airmails: 

FUrther Information 

In our July- August 1945 issue (No.22) , we 
showed and explai~ed this usage. By courtesy of 
Mr. George "MarY,our enthusiastic member on Long 
Island,the story can now be extended. 

The ?eriod of use begins in the spring of 
1944, at a date not yet established nor vouched 
for by any official notice thus far reported.In 
the later par t of the year it becomes much less 
frequent, and in 1945 gradually vanis hes. Last 
reported dates seem to be about mi~-1945. 

Mr. Mary has shown us four very small types 
of overprint, all clearly rubber handstamps,in 
black,struck with typical rubber handstamp ink. 
We illustrate them here,actua1 size from his 
covers am pieces. 

No. 1 is accompanied by Poste Navale circle 
dated Jan.10 1945 (10-1-45) and tieing stamp to 
piece. 

No.2, accompanied by the six-sided postmark 
of the battleship Riche1ieu,dated ~~rch 9 1945, 
also tieing the stamp, differs from No.1. The 
let ter R is de finite ly differen t. 

No.3, accompanied by the six-sided postmark 
of the cruiser G1oire, dated May 18 1945 but not 
tieing the stamp,and by later Poste Nava1e mark 
(circle), is very much like No.2. It is not the 
same device. The R differs in the tail; the F 
differs in length and shape of ends o~ horizon
tal strokes. 

No.4, accompanied by Poste Navale mark, date 
not visible on piece, tieing the stamp, is very 
~arked1y smaller. This one alone has periods in 
line with bottom of letters. 

All save No. :3 are on the U. S. o-cent a:i:rmai1 
stamp, the regular red one. No.3 is on the U.S. 
o-cent airmail enve10ne with border. The covers 
are all addressed to pla.ces in New York state. 

An excellent article on the~e cancellations 
appeared late in 1945 in the Swiss paper,Berner 

riefmarken-Zeitung, in French, over Signature 
of "Le Marcophile. n This article, shown us by 
~. Mary,definite1y verifies our statements in 

this 10urnal that the "R.~" markS on the U.S. 
airmail s are cancellations; . further , that they 

ere used in order to identify the authorized 
special usage of U.S. stamps on , airmail to this 
ountry from the French ships. 

The bwiss artiole illustrates 8 type that up 
to now has no t been shown in any journal this 
ide of the "fiShpond. It No.5 is carefully tmced 
rom tha t illustration. Quite possibly this is 
hat was intended to be recorded by the desc~

tion in Mekeel's Weekl7, from which the smaller 
R· F· A· f. R· F· 
No.1 Iro . 2 No • . 3 

R.F. 

NO.4 No.5 
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of the circle types shown in OUT first article 
was reconstructed into a picture. Size agrees, 
but lettering differs. The larger o1rcle type 
which we showed is also rQconstructed from the 
description in Mekeel's. The other pictures n 
our previous ar ticle are reproduced exactly as 
they appeared in Mekeel's,and we have the late 
but sincere pleasure of acknowle dging source. 

All our earlier and present pictures of the 
"R. F." cancellations are exact. bctual size. 

The Berne article further shows the Poste 
Navale postmarkS accompanying the ".R. F." can
cell ations: one with no office number and one 
with "Bureau No.83," both dated Dec. 22, 1944 
(22-12-44) • 

The number of different "R.~'." cancellations 
foun d on U.S. airmails is larger than thus far 
recorded, says Mr. Mary. Vie hope that he will 
I;ive us a comprehensive and author1.ta11ve story 
on the subject, showing all types with their 
range or dates of use, etc. ~ill readers please 
commuJ1 ic a te any information on the "H. F. • Sf' to 
him, at 8025 2l5th St. ,Queens Village 8,L.I.,N~ 
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__ ~ __ ~.~___ £pecial Notice. 
At the meeting in New York on April 4, 1946, 

the progralll will be exhibi t8 by members ,01' not 
over 12 pages,in competition. Mr. Lessor offers 
a philatelic item of value for the exhibit that 
shows the best new informa tion. Only material 
never before shown before the Group may compe~ 

Members living far afield,or who cannot be 
pr e sent, may send t hell' exhibits to the Editor 
or to the oecretary for showing. Get your stuff 
to us by April 2 a t latest and please include 
return postage. Otherwise it will be sent back 
by express collect. 
i
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Our New Headpiece 
We are i nd ebted t o our member John R. McGee, 

of Greenoelt, Md., for the very lovely job on 
the headpiece for the Philatelist. He lettered 
it and presented it to us with compliments and 
good wishes. It was r educed photographically to 
the required size,without lOSing character. 

------------------
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EDITORIAL 
filiy So Much on Counterfeits? 

One of the members wrote in,depreca~ing the 
amount of attention given in the Philatelist, 
both under Dr.Vaurie's editorship and the pres_ 
ent one,to the various counterfeits of French 
and French Colonial stamps. This member pOints 
out the possibility that this emphasis might be 
di scour aging to new collectors in our field. 

The answer is: 
We have emphasized this aspect because there 

have been continual requests for this informa
tion. For the most part. the facts about the 
recognition charaoteristics of the counterfeits 
have been inaccessible: scattered through ma~ 
small ar ticles in various journals, or embodied 
in costly books that are out of print. 

In cold fec t , a few of the counterfei ts are 
really choic e sh ow pieces: we refer to the for
geries of the 150 Type Sage of France made to 
defraud the postal serVice, and the Faux Pet&in 
stamp , made by the Underground during the late 
war. --S.G.R. 
 
dditional Faots on the 1944 Liberation Issues 

By Henri Menard 

The reader is referred to the articles in 
he PhIlatelist of March-April 1945(No.20),~ 
une 1945 (No.2l) and Sept.-Oct. 1945 (No.22). 
or the listings to which these notes are add
tional. In particular, early information was 
ot accurate as to which issues were offIcial 
r "regular." 

The most "regular" issues are those made at 
helons-sur-Marne, 1.l11e, Lyon and in the Loire 
alley. 

.lnnacy: This is very regular: for eight days 
his series was on sale at the post office, and 
nly five stamps were sold to each purchaser. 

Argentan: This town was destroyed durIng the 
Ighting. Frequently the stamps of Cherbourg 
ave been called the "Argentan issue"; but no 
enuine issue of the place is thus far known. 

Baccarat: The issue was made by order of the 
ayor and the local captain of the F.F.I., and 

ut on sale Nov. 27 1944. It was sold in the 
ost office while awaiting the regularltemps of 

he Republio. Two types of surcharge exist in 
he sheet. There is one more denomination than 
isted in this journal. Several of the denomi
ations are rare. 

Badonviller: L1berated the same day as Bac
arat, the eleven overprinted values listed 
March-April 1945 number) were sold in the JX)st 
ffice and are "regular" whether "author1zed"cr 
ot. 

Bellegarde: There were six denominations in 
ll, not me rely three as reported, all with sur
ax. 'f hey were sold et the post office in cem

nemoration of Li beretions all-d for the benefitat' 
he Front National. Some are known on covers. 

Civrey: A "strictly unoffioial" series was 
ssued here. 

Cluzes: This issue is certainly very "regu
ar." Six denominations were sold at the Mayor's 
ffice on Sunday, the first day, and efter that 

or some days at the post office. 
CurZ8Y: 16 denominations were issued by the 

ostmaster after receipt of the ciroular from 
he Direction des Pastes. These are 8 rare set. 

Marseille: All letters mailed Sept. 7 and 8, 
944, at the stetion Marseille-St.-Ferreol, bad 
he stsmps overprinted with the device shown. 

HI';:' This overprint is not 
~ ~ known on unused stamps 

I'"O)~ and quite possIbly is 
~ - a cancellation. 

o",f ~ 
,. q 'V 

Montreuil-Bellay: Not previously reported. 
SeTerel stamps were overprinted by order of the 
F.F.I. when they held the town; and stamps not 
surcharged were refused use a~ no longer valId. 

Mornant: From Oct. 3 to 12,1944, this is. ue 
W88 sold at the post office. The stamps have 
been seen on many letters. There were 15 d81~ 
minations: 50c, 600, 700 blue, 70c red, 80c 
brown, 800 green, lf, 1.20f, 1.5Qf, 2f, 2.4~, 
3f, 4f,4.50f, 5f. 

Vontluel: Entirely unofficial. 
Paris: The overprint is unofficial,made by 

clerks at Station No. 123. 
Roanne: This issue was "regular" and sold 

in the post office. I have received letters 
with postage paid by these stamps. 
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Vesoul: A handstamped overprint was used. 

Several letters have been seen with these shmre. 
Between this artiole and the three preced

ing ones, the listing of the Liberetion over
prints is believed to be complete. !
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F. & C. G. Members Wi n Hi ghest Awards 
at Polpex Stamp Show,Chicago 

Polpex 1946, held Feb.9 to 12 in Chicago by 
the Folonus Philatelic Soci e t y , was marked up 
as the occasion when members of the Group had 
their real field day and br oo.ght home all the 
prime bacon. 

Ben Reeves, a charter a:ember of our Group , 
took the Grand Award for best in t he show. We 
congratulate him on this well-merited r esu lt. 
He exhibited Heligolan d Posta l Stati onery. 

Polpex did not have pri zes by separ a te sec 
tions or classes, but a limite d numb er of t he 
awards of each class ( f irst ,s econd ,thi r d ) t h at 
were awarded on meri t regr ad l es s o f the c l>iSS 
or div i sion in which and exhibit was placed. 

Of th e three First Awar ds, two went to our 
members. Lester Jankowski too k one f or f\ fine 
lot of Austrian I-recancels • .:i. G. Ri ch took one 
for France Ty pe Sage. 
2

2

1

t
t

m
r
o
a

Markings From Older French Stampless 
(Reprinted from Postal Mar kings mag
aZine, 1939). 

13 VlRE QJ;tlE,'N' 
Thp nume r al 18 that or th~ Dopartmeot 

• ~~~a9BA~~ 
1730 1771 1778 ... 793 

Ue de I1e 
1766 

Para and Suburbs 

Nantes 
LImoges 1711 

1728 
Yr'OQ the :: . talo;jue de • .utampi llea 

at Obl itera tiolls P' reDialae • • 
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Many of our members have ser ved in the ar med 
forces; some are now home; other s s oon will be. 
Do we hav e your correct address? Axe YOIl r e ceiv
ing the Philatelist ? Please check up and send 
your list of mis sing numb ers t o the secre t a ry. 
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----------------Back numbers of the Phi la t e list are still to 
be had (from the secretar y) at $1 00 per set 
of six (a yearts numbers) or 25 c ~nts for any 
single copy. Only one or two ver y early copies 
are out of pr int . 
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THE N EW SER V IC E 
Want or exc hange notices:25 wor ds or less; one 
or two inse~t i ons . Members only ; no charge. 

Wanted : Al geria, Scott Nos. l3a,16a ,39a , 78a, 
99a,132; al so er ror s , e tc . D. L. Harkins (56) 
Caldwell, Idaho . 

Want ed: Covers with TVfe Sage l c green , 2c,4c 
5c,an d 1 franc. S. G. Rich 2) ,Verona , New Jersey. 
 
SEC RET A R Y t S REP 0 R T 

Jan. 1 to Feb. 23 
1946 

PLICATIONS PENDING: 

ills, y~. Charles B., P. O. Box 357, Moline 
Illinois ' 

urlingame, Miss Agnes, % Guaranty Trust Co. 
of N.Y., 140 Broadway, New York 15, N.Y. 

olito,Ted,Jr., 3239 St . J ohn Ave. , Kansao City , 
Mo. 

EW MEMBER S: 'delcome. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

Bartleson, R., 1018 'Nest 47th St. , Seattle, 
Wash. (Liberation Issues) 

Goldwasser,Marcy A.,2l41 Coney Island Av. 
Broo~lyn 3, N.Y. (France & Colonies 
general) 

de Brimont, P., 1006 Sherbrooke St. i'iest, 
Montreal, ~ue., C anada. (General) 

Norton,O. S., R. D.lfBox 36l,Ri pon, Calif. 
(Cancellations I 

HANGE OF ADDRESS: 

04. 

17. 

21. 

94 • 

seed, Mr. Allen H., Jr., to 202 Metropo
litan Bldg., Minnea polis 2, Minn. 

Elliott, Mr. D.L. to 165 Los Cerritos 
Tr ailer Court 2391 Judson Ave., Long 
Beach, Calif. 

Leon, N. N. was incorrectly listed as Mr. 
~. Madison in previous issue. His add
ress is Box 1445, Beverly Hills, Ca~. 

Keel, t~. J. L. to Box 1163, Ada, Okla. 
Senst ad , Pvt. Kenneth P., 46049537, AAF. 

Bu. B.T.C . , 3706 Squadron H, Sheppard 
Field, Texas. 

NOW IS THE TI UE for all good members to pay 
heir dues for t he current year, Octobe~ 1945 
o Ootober 1946. Many have already done so. 
herefore this notice is addressed to those 
embers from whom your secreta ry has not yet 

eceived the ,1.00 for non-resident membership 
r 12.00 tor resident (New York metropolitan 
ree) membersh ip. 

We have not 8S yet sent out bill s for dues, 
xcept as requested, since the Group was or
anized. We depend upon your interest and en
usiasm to keep us going. But sooner orlmer

our copy of the Philatelist will stop arriving 
o send in your check or cash or money ord~and 
eep your membership up to date. 

STAMPS FOR THI WOUNDBD are still needed in 
lmost all areas where our boys are hospitali
ed. There has been much publicity in thepmes 
n this subject, and almo s t all stamp clubs have 
eoeived the appeal. If you oan spare anything 
hilatelic, stamps, albums, supplies or peri~ 
oals turn them over to your looal groups. - It 
ou do not belong to a "home town" olub, se nd 
he m to Mrs. H. A. St r ingham, 35 Franklin Pl., 

ontclair, N. J. and she will turn them in at 
he sorting and distributing office of ItStamps 
or the Wounded". Red Crose wor kers and stamp 
ollectors who have visited wi t h these boys are 
nthusiast i c ove r result s obta i ned i n very 
hort periods. MORE materials ere needed all 
he time . If you have alr eady gi ven, give a
ain. 


