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Editorial
2013: Already?
David L. Herendeen
donot know about vyou, bGuiabowskip Larsy iGargner, Jphn Bleoe and
like yesterday when we were all worried Jim Taylor (| hope | di dndt fo
about the Y2K problem and the fantastic Members interested in learning more about this

millennium celebrations? In retrospect, my fa-
vorite thing about the millennium was the light-
ing of the Eiffel Tower. Not only have the lights
remained installed, but they twinkle for 10
minutes every hour at night. It is truly an in-
spiring spectacle.

In this Issue

| am pleased to publish a contribution from
member Peter Kelly of the UK. Peter is not only

a fine gentlemen who | have had an opportunity

to meet two or three times, but he is also one of

only eleven membres correspondants of the
Académie de Philatélie , a position to which he
was elected in 2005. Pet e
the myriad confusing aspects of the French
postal bureaucracy.

This time we have a major contribution by Ed
Grabowski showing colonial group type postal
history from the Obock -Dijibouti -Somali Coast
complex. Certainly among the most difficult ma-
terial to find (aside from piles of philatelic crea-
tions) properly used. Ed shows no fewer than 28
items that form the basis for his exhibit of this
area. Gems include the elusive valeur declare
covers and a complete newspaper. The eleven
pages devoted to the article are well worth the
space given the few articles devoted to this area.

International Symposium

In November, the First International Symposium
on Analytical Methods in Philately was held in
Washington, DC. More than 50 enthusiastic
participants from across the U.S. and five other
countries attended. Although no projects have
been performed yet relative to French philately,
many of our members support this philanthrop-

ic group. These include Dave Herendeen, Ken
Nilsestuen, Jack Dykhouse, Steve Tucker, Ed

organization may visit their web site at:
www.AnalticalPhilately.org

Members in the News

In a press release dated December 2012, the
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada (RPSC) was
pleased to announce the appointment of
James R. (Jim) Taylor of Calgary as its Inter-
national Liaison Officer (ILO), effective immedi-
ately. Jim succeeds Dr. J.J. Danielski.

In addition to the  FCPS, Jim is actively involved
in several specialist societies and study groups.
His collection of St. Pierre & Miquelon( SPM)

hagwon iremngtional ggjdsmedals, and jhe,hag ¢
pug?i\g%ed oogs and articles%gn the su%ﬁect. Y
His catalogue of SPM stamps is considered the
definitive reference on the subject, and was

awarded a gold medal at CHICAGOPEX 2000.
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Facteurs Boitiers

and Facteurs Receveurs

During the Type Sage Issue

Peter R. A. Kelly

Background

In considering the  facteurs boitiers we have to
look at the system in which they played a part.

The most important offices were the bureaux
de recette which were graded according to their
size and importance but were all able to pro-
vide a full service. (To avoid confusion, note
that these were referred to as  bureaux de direc-
tion prior to December 1864).

These were followed by the secondary offices of
which the most important were the bureaux de
distribution . The distributeurs ran offices that
were open during normal working hours and
were authorized to offer most post office ser-
vices although there were some constraints on
financial type transactions such as articles
d & ar g Ehayt were generally run by women
and because of the hours that they were re-
quired to remain open they did not, generally,
distribute mail. The distributeur was a full
agent de la poste .

The position of the facteur boitier was different
in that he ran his office and operated as a
postman at the same time. This required re-
stricted opening hours that was not popular.
The facteur boitier also had a lower grade and
was classed as a sous agent de la poste .

The two services ran parallel until 1874 and
shared the same handstamp with the distinc-
tive dotted outer circle.

A major upheaval in the system occurred in
1874 when the bureaux de distribution  were
converted en masse to full  recette status but in
a newly created fourth grade. They no longer
used the O6distributiond
many cases had to file off the outer dotted line
from their existing handstamp. (The post office

Period (1876 -1900)

hated waste!). This left behind only a small
number of facteurs boitiers and initially there
was little demand for new ones as the post of-
fice bore the cost of these offices and was re-
luctant to invest in new offices.

When the Sage period dawned in mid -1876,
the facteurs boitiers were the only kind of sec-
ondary office in existence. Many of the early
publications on the subject have confused the
facteurs boitiers with the bureaux de distribu-
tion. For example, de Beaufond in the leading
work on the cancellations of Type Sage makes
no reference at all to facteurs boitiers , attrib-
uting all of the dotted outer line cancellations

to 6distributionsd up to
The fact is that there were no ~ bureaux de distri-
bution during the Type Sage period.

In the early years of the Sage period there was
only a small number of  facteurs boitiers and
examples are difficult to find. There was a
gradual increase particularly with the limited
development of facteurs boitiers municipaux  but
little real growth in the country until early
1879 when the post office decided that the
communes that wished to have offices could do

so provided that they paid a substantial part of

the overheads, at least until the office was cov-
ering its costs. The announcement was wel-
comed widely and the number of offices in-
creased substantially.

On 2 May 1893 the facteurs boitiers were re-
named facteurs receveurs although their func-
tion remained unchanged. This name was re-
tained until 1943 when they were, again, re-
named but this time as  receveurs distributeurs
Vhp precisedunatians adthep  factewdr boitier con-
sisted of the distribution of mail, clearing the
boxes, keeping the office open in accordance

19
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Figure 1. Type 23, Lamonzie -Saint-Martin (23) Dordogne to Sainte Foy -la-Grande (Gironde),
15 January 1885, Franked 15c (Tariff 1.5.1878) (population in 1892 - 1298).

with the amount of time available, sale of
stamps, receiving registered and insured items
and the issue and payment of mandates. They
did not handle certain financial products in-
volving ar t i c | e s. THeboHice gvasmat self
accounting and was under the control and su-
pervision of a recette.

The Postmarks

There were three separate postmarks in use at
the beginning of 1876. These are referred to as
0Types 23,24 and 25.0

Type 23

This was a modified form of the old Type 22
required to meet the new regulation (BM no 1
July 1868) that the date slug should include a
collection number so that the post office could
establish at what time a letter entered the sys-
tem. The only way this could be achieved was
by removing the inner ring to accommodate a
larger date slug. This procedure was carried
out to use up unutilized stocks of type 22
(Once again the post office avoided waste wher-
ever possible). Only some 30 offices were pro-
vided with this modified stamp (Type 23) and

as they became worn out or damaged they
were replaced by type 24 up to May 1875 and
then by type 25.

By mid -1876 only three offices were using a
type 23; Appoigny , Ivoy-le-Pre and Lamonzie St
Martin . These are all cherished by Sage collec-
tors and hard to find. An example is seen in
Fig. 1.

Type 24

Type 24 was a new handstamp, introduced in
July 1868. It was slightly larger and featured
the collection number. The department in
which the office was situated was identified by
means of the department number shown on
the bottom of the stamp as seen in Fig. 2.

Type 25

In May 1874 (BM74) new instructions were re-
ceived to the effect that the department num-
ber was to be replaced by the department
name and the Type 24s were replaced progres-
sively with Type 25 which reflected this. (See
Fig. 3) The Types 24 and 25 continued to be
used well into the 20th century despite a fur-
ther change in 1886.
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Figure 2. Type 24. Insured letter from the commune of Etais
Yonne to Auxerre, Yonne 14 July 1878. Weight 14.6 grams.
F2500. Postage 15c (T. 1.5.1878) + Registration 50c (T 2

Lautier Type B2

In 1884 the decision was taken to increase the
size of the datestamps from 22 to 25mm across
the board but it took until 1886 for this to hap-

pen with the facteurs boitiers . The old number-
ing system ended with the Type 25 and was
replaced by a new system devised by André

-la-Sauvin (83) o

Insured value
-1873)+ Insurance
F2.50 (10c per F100 9T 1.5.1878) (Population in 1884 & 1660)

the end of the Sage period. An ex-
ample is given in Fig. 4.

For those that use the Lautier
classification (that 1, personally,
have found very useful) it may be
noted that type B.1 has been
omitted and the reason for this is
that it is extremely rare. It has the

date slug in italic letters and fig-

ures which means that only offic-

es existing at 1886 and having
kept their date slugs could have
achieved this. New offices would
be issued automatically with the
new format in block capitals.

Final Word

The study of these secondary of-
fices is a worthwhile one because
they often come from locations
with a relatively small population
and a correspondingly small vol-
ume of mail. It is possible to find
both registered and insured letters as well as
printed matter and other categories of mail. It
is also useful to have an idea of the population
of the communes concerned. The following bib-
liography will be of great assistance.
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Figure 3. Type 25. Registered letter from St Bomer  -les-Forges, Orne to Paris.

March 1883. Mar ked 60L& in a circle of dots signifuyi
handed to a local postman operating in the commune in which the office was

located. Franked 40c. Postage 15c (T 1.5.1878) + Registration 25c (T

16.1.1879) (Population in 1884 & 1589).

Figure 4. Lautier B 2. Prades S ion de la gare (section), Ardeche, to Grenoble, Isére. Franked 5c for
the business papers rate of 1.1.1876. Note that there was no other office in this commune and it
was the nearest to the mining operation at Niégles. The population in 1892 was 1150 .
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Gleanings From the French Colonial
Group Type: Obock, Djibouti

Edward Grabowski

y odyssey to prepare eight exhibits on

The Era of the French Colonial Group

Type has reached the half -way point
with the completion of the exhibit on Senegal &
Dependencies. The next exhibit will deal with
Obock, Reunion and French India, three small
and totally different entities located more -or-
less in the Indian Ocean area. | am currently
preparing the part of the exhibit that features
the use of the Obock Group Type issues, and |
was struck by the paucity of material illustrat-
ing use of these stamps. | have been collecting
the Group Type since 1976, and have amassed
but twenty -five Group Type covers from the
Obock area franked all or in part with Group
Type stamps. For this exhibit | will s -t-r-e-t-c-h
these covers to one frame. It has become quite
clear that of all of the French colonial entities
that used Group Type stamps, use from Obock
and its related areas represents the most insig-
nificant aspect of the overall use of the Group

Type.

Why should this be? An examination of the
history and stamps of the area provides an an-
swer.1 Obock was a coaling station for French
ships heading to and from the Suez Canal (Fig.
1). To maintain ready access to the canal, the
French believed it mandatory to have their own
coaling facilities independent of those of the
British. The post office at Obock in the Somali
Coast area received its first stamps in February
1892. These initial stamps were overprints pre-
pared on the Type Dubois issue of the Colonies
General Issues. The Yvert catalog lists thirty -
one members of this first series of overprints.
In November 1892 the Group Type Issue (1c to
1F) was shipped to Obock. In 1893 and 1894
the spectacular triangular and rectangular pic-
torial issues of the colony were issued. These
were the first stamps issued specifically for a

and the Somali Coast

100

COTE FRANGS® DES SOMALIS i

0 100 Kil <
e Chemin de fer

o Dirre-Daoua

©\Harrar

ADDIS-ABABA

Figure 1: Map from Langlois & Bourselet showing the colo-
ny of Obock -Djibouti and surrounding areas.

single French Colony with scenes reflecting the
colony.

So the Obock Group Type Issue was sand-
wiched between the initial provisional issues of
the colony and the spectacular large format
pictorial issues of Obock which came shortly
after the Group Type Issue. Only the Group
Type printings from 1892 and 1893 were
shipped to this colony, and they were used
from 1892 until stocks were exhausted around
1910. The transfer of the port to Djibouti in
1894, a much better facility, brought addition-

al large format pictorial issues from Djibouti o}
Somali Coast. During 1902 8 1903 the Somali
Coast received its first definitive issue as
French activities in the area expanded. Essen-
tially the Obock Group Type stamps became a
relatively insignificant appendage in a plethora

of provisional, pictorial and definitive issues as
the colony grew and made the transition from
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recorded Group Type cover from
R o T any of the French Colonies .l did a
S e (O A i W short note in the  FCP presenting this
— g (- 8 point of view. 2 | also challenged
Group Type specialists in France and
the US with this possible first date of
use. As of this writing, no one has
come up with an earlier date. If ship-
ment of Group Type stamps began in
Qj e : , November 1892 as the literature sug-
ocle deo étcﬂ%ﬂ’/o samerihs 90 50(& gests, the most logical places for the
' earliest recorded use would be Dakar,

f1, = 1’9
5769’”“ G Senegal and Obock, the most proba-
/f . ble ports of their first arrival. | have
zue  Sounk 9“0"3@’5 and have seen other Group Type co-
fj vers from January 1893, but none
U from 1892 except that shown in Fig.

o 2. No earlier cancellations on loose
stamps have surfaced to date. | con-
sider this cover to be one of the most
important in my entire collection of
Group Type Era covers which num-

bers more than 2500 today.

Figure 2: Earliest recorded Group Type cover from any of the French Colo-
nies posted in Obock on 11 December 1892.

Obock to Djibouti to the Somali Coast. Books, The second cover illustrating use of the Obock
articles and exhibits on the Obock  -Djibouti - Group Type stamps is shown in Fig. 3. It was
Somali Coast issues have received considerable posted at the triple weight registered rate from
attention, but the Group Type has always been Obock on October 10, 1893 showing use of the
the tail wagged by the big dog. Herein, | would 25c Group Type issue in combination with the
like to examine, for what | believe to be the first 75c straight -line OBOCK provisional issue

time, the use of the Obock Group
Type Issues, and answer the
guestion: o0Does t
usage represent a significant as-
pect of the postal history of the
area?o

Obviously, | believe the answer to

be 0O0yesad, but I w
reader to develop his/her own
opinion. My first Obock Group
Type cover, shown in Fig. 2, was
posted from the colony on 11 De-
cember 1892. It is a fourth  -weight
registered commercial letter to
France franked with 50c and 75c
Obock Group Types with a Reun-

ion -Marseille French Packet
transit. The stamps are tied by

the OBOCK COLONIE FRANCAIS
datestamp in use in late 1892. At

the time | purchased this cover, | Figure 3: Combination cover posted 10 October 1893 franked with 25¢ Group
thought it might be the earliest Type and the 75c provisional of the second series of 1892.
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overprint. The latter is the rarest stamp of this
group of overprints, and it is quite remarkable
to have an example on an apparent commercial
cover in combination with a Group Type issue

that appears free of philatelic influences. 10 adarnas

1A Ao e Otede
Fig. 4 Iillustrates use of the CORR. DES ey
ARMEES OBOCK circular datestamp on a 15¢ e
military concession rate letter posted on 11 L/ s Ao Colle g

August 1893 to France. Validation of this rate P s
is provided by the anchor cachet of a colonial il A
marine unit on the reverse as shown in Fig. 5.

Figure 6: Mourning cover from 1893 sent via Aden,
Brindizi and the Modane A Paris rail line to the Jura.

I A few examples of this military datestamp have
been recorded on letters franked with the 15c
Type Dubois stamp. To my knowledge only two

N C// M 3¥ military concession covers are known with
Ooetiy = o s W EHTET Group Type, this being the better of the two.
: " ) To illustrate use of the single 25c stamp on a
Ceccc S French community rate letter (prior to 1 Janu-
ary 1899) or an overseas letter, | have been for-
tunate to find the mourning cover with its
massive black borders shown in Fig. 6. The let-
Figure 4: CORR. DES ARMEES military datestamp from 11 ter was posted at Obock on 23 March 1893
August 1893 on a Group Type military concession letter. and bears a MODANE A PARIS, 1 AVRIL 93

transit on the front. The reverse shows a Mar-
seille -Reunion French Packet transit from 23
March, and an Aden transit from 29 March.
Clearly the route through Italy was better
timed than transit via Marseille, especially for
a letter bound for the Jura. As an added bo-

e, ; nus, the envelope still has its original contents.
{2 2 , \ In 1894 the port and colonial administration
\ g ¢ " were moved across the bay to Djibouti, a better

and safer harbor, and Obock fell into relative
decline as a result. However, mail from Obock
is still occasionally seen, and use of residual
Obock Group Type stamps from Obock and
Djibouti continued at least until 1910. Antici-

™ \*x pating the transfer of the colonial government
;;~!-L'\‘.‘i_;g % to Djibouti, three Group Type overprints were
“-i/\;.\‘él‘{‘_‘,:b:_;f locally created on Group Type issues in De-
cember of 1893. These were the DJ overprint
Figure 5: Reverse of the letter in Fig. 4 showing the military on the 5c¢ stamp with the OBOCK struck out,

cachet which validated the concession rate. the DJIBOUTI 25 overprint on the 2c stamp
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Figure 7: Strip of five of the 1893  DJ Djibouti overprints tied to a small piece by the DJIBOUTI POSTES undulating dates-

tamp, illustrating the crude nature of these overprints.

and the DJIBOUTI 50 overprint on the 1c
stamp. These stamps were overprinted in lim-
ited numbers and are difficult to find used
properly on covers. Shown in Fig. 7 is a piece
with five of the very crude DJ overprints on
what was a 25c rate letter to France or over-
seas, with the new undulating DJIBOUTI
POSTES Djibouti datestamp tying the stamps.

| have yet to find a satisfactory cover illustrat-

ing proper use of this stamp. The overprint and
new undulating DJIBOUTI POSTES datestamp
on the two centimes stamp is shown in Fig. 8

on a beautiful commercial envelope posted on
20 September 1894 to Marseille transiting via

A RENAUD AiNE

OBOCK-DJIBOUTIL (GOLFE D'ADEN)

Figure 8: The DJIBOUTI 25 overprint on the 2¢c Group Type
stamp used on a commercial letter from 1894.

Packet Line N. My only example of the DJI-
BOUTI 50 overprint is shown in Fig. 9. It was
posted in Obock at the 50c registered rate to
Paris, and bears a curious lozenge of dots
obliteration on the stamp. This cancellation
saw use on revenue documents at the time,
and suggests a philatelic taint to the cover.
However, the rate is correct, and the cover does
not have the blatant philatelic character seen
on covers franked with huge multiples of these
stamps.

Although the Obock and Somali Coast  -Djibouti
pictorials became available at this time, the

Figure 9: The DJIBOUTI 50 overprint used on an 1894
registered letter to Paris with the lozenge cancel normally
used on fiscal documents.
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Figure 10: Proper use of the 1F Group Type stamp on a
triple weight registered letter from Obock in 1896 to Ger-
many.

/ / @ 4=
(D k%
\< M‘
1 A . N A ,7//
/it
/ /é - ok
SEl¥e
IR /'/ "f?/ ¢
yo AN

Figure 11: Use of the 40c Group Type stamp at the regis-
tered French Community rate in 1901.

available Group Type issues continued to be
used both singly and in combinations with the
pictorial issues. Shown in Fig. 10 is use of the
1F Obock Group Type stamp from Obock on 14
May 1896 at a triple weight registered letter to
Germany. The letter bears proper Djibouti and
Reunion -Marseille transits, and a Leipzig arri-
val. The 40c stamp is seen in Fig. 11 on a reg-
istered French Community rate letter (15c
postage and 25c registration, the 15c rate be-
ing effective on 1 January 1899) to Paris with
the COTE FRANCAISE DES SOMALIS DJI-
BOUTI datestamp of 23 May 1901. The final

Figure 12: Use of the 75c Group Type stamp on a double
weight registered letter to Abyssinia in 1910.

example of a single use is of the 75c Group
Type stamp posted from Djibouti at the double
registered overseas rate on 27 April 1910 to
Dire -Daoua, Abyssinia as shown in Fig. 12.
This letter bears an arrival datestamp from 29
April 1910.

Obock also received its complement of Group
Type stationery, although much of its usage
appears to be philatelic. A fine, non  -philatelic
use of the 5¢c envelope is shown in Fig. 13 used
from Obock on 17 December 1897 to the Eng-
lish coaling station at Perim, with an Aden
transit on the reverse from 6 January 1898.
The 25c letter card is seen in Fig. 14 posted

Figure 13: Group Type 5c postal stationery envelope used
at the printed matter rate to the British coaling station at
Perin via Aden in December 1897.




