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Norval Rasmussen

ummer is upon us. In West Virgin-

ia we have dodged most of the vio-

lent weather that has plagued
much of the rest of the country. Our
thoughts are with those who have experi-
enced it. It is late June as | write this and
we are in garden mode. | am proud to say
Barbara and | have already harvested as-
paragus, cauliflower, broccoli, lettuce,
spinach, radishes, raspberries, and straw-
berries.

In This Issue

Ed Grabowski  returns with an informative
article on the group type stamps used in
Papeete. Ken Nilsestuen responds to a
call for fundamental information on French
philately with an article on French stamps
during the German occupation of France

in World War Il James Taylor  writes
about airmail service between St. Pierre et
Miguelon and France in 1945 and 1946.
He also shares some St. Pierre -Miquelon
forgeries with us. | have put to paper
some observations on postal rates in
French protectorate Tunisia. Many thanks

to these authors for their contributions.

Needed

Articles, cover descriptions, reviews, what-
ever. Share your knowledge and collec-
tions with us. Instructions and guidelines

are simple and brief: electronic submis-

Editorial

sions are preferred with art scanned at 300

dpi. Column closers are really neat to have

on hand, For example see the Algerian
wrapper on page 61 of last issue (Vol. 69
No. 2). | would much rather have these to

use than the frequent use of the society
logo you have endured in the past two is-
sues.

On The Horizon

SANDICAL 2014 on January 24 -26 is our
next convention. President Ken Nilsestuen
promises a full panel of presentations by
experts in their respective fields and beau-
tiful weather for all of us who are not
blessed with a southern California zip
code. | guess our California members will
enjoy the weather also but they may not
appreciate it as much as | will.

What 6s Next ?

Last issue | quoted a former editor and will

do so again. In the July 1994 issue of
France & Colonies Philatelist associate edi-
tor Stanley Luft wrote,

After reaching an all -time peak of 812 mem-
bers in 1989, there has been, ever since, a
net annual member ship
journal is the only link between our Society
and the vast majority of our members, we
have been attempting to make it even more

Continued
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The Era of the French Colonial Group
Type: Papeete to China and Beyond

By Edward Grabowski

French Colonial Allegorical Group Type,

| have put a strong emphasis on usage
rather than traditional postal history. A
number of judges have noted that they would
prefer that the exhibits be cast in a tradition-
al postal history rates and routes presenta-
tion. | have resisted such, maintaining that
during the Group
most of the rates were typical UPU rates,
and most of the routes were those of the well -
established French Packet Service. Within a
colony, mail traveled by wagon or motorized
vehicle or river boat or runner, or a combina-
tion. Within these exhibits, | put the empha-
sis on usage, and bring in information on
rates and/or routes as warranted. However,
occasionally the rate or the route is the domi-
nant issue of the page, and that is where the
focus justifiably is.

I n exhibiting covers from the era of the

Mail sent from Papeete, French Oceania to
China warrants this special consideration.
During the period of
there were no regular French Packets calling
at Papeete, and other arrangements had to
be made for the regular delivery of the mails.
Much of the mail to European destinations
was carried to the west coast of the United
States under special contracts, across the
country by train and then to Europe by exist-
ing US -European packet services. Mail from

French Oceania to China represented a spe-
cial problem as there was no direct service at
the time, or simple indirect services. Such
mail had to cross the Pacific via established
services, and then recross the Pacific on ships
destined for the U.S. (typically) post office at
Shanghai, China.

3 9905 6 s MyHirstaexgmpleg of 2such mail is the 25c

Group Type postal stationery envelope shown
in Figures 1 and 2. From the front it looks

quite ordinary: a 25c envelope posted at Pa-
peete on January 12, 1900 to a member of the
French Consulate in Peking, China. Howev-
er, it is with the reverse that things get much

more interesting (Figure 2). To get to China

i

:
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‘4(_,0,, i / @Wax/}(
;ﬁ@);z @/4@1/‘94/&;4"
By F'mew ole fww
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Figure 1. Postal stationery envelope posted from
Papeete to Peking in 1900.
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of the bidding so that I could get the cover. |
was able to purchase the cover at a very mod-
est price, even by 1979 standards, thanks to

P Erwin. | have showed this cover many times
(fn!/é in Group Type talks, and always noted it
\‘/’Lff; °} when | take people through the French Pacif-

G

ic Group Type exhibit. Each time | always
think of Erwin and his kindness in letting me

have this cover without significant competi-
tion. So the situation stood for more than

2%

bl thirty years. | have never seen a comparable
e %y cover from French Oceania from the Group

Type period or earlier.

Figure 2. Reverse of the envelope in Figure 1 showing the route of

the cover. In April of 2013 | attended the WESTPEX
Show, always one of the highlights of my an-
nual philatelic travels. The Team at San
Francisco certainly knows how to put a show
together. On arrival at WESTPEX, | always
make a beeline for David
spite moving to Thailand in recent years, Da-
vid still comes up with first rate French area
material, and he did not disappoint me this
year. Among my purchases is the post card
shown in Figures 3 and 4. On first glance
(Figure 3), it is simply a 10c rate post card
posted from Papeete on October 24, 1904
franked with a pair of the 5¢c Group Types in
the dark green shade from the pre -1900

TN O
{ Fo
137

this cover traveled to San Francisco arriving
February 18, 1900. It was transferred to Ta-
coma, Washington on February 20 t to catch
a ship bound for China arriving at the U.S.
office at Shanghai on March 24, 1900. It was
transferred to the Chinese agency on the
same day, and then carried by the Chinese
local postal system to Peking where it ar-
rived on March 29, 1900. The total journey
took more than two and a half months, via
numerous post offices, yet it arrived in very
fine condition.

~- Y

My records show that | purchased this cover
in April of 1979 at a Roger Koerber sale in
New York City. | was sitting next to fellow
FCPS member Erwin Rosen at this sale. Er-
win had put together a fantastic collection of (RIS NEE " o :
French Pacific essays and proofs, and both of . ? 2 oo e 2 4:4[
us were interested in this cover, me for its o % ® ) ///7 e
Group Type use and Erwin as a collateral PR
piece for his French Polynesia collection.

When he saw me bid on the cover, he gave Figure 3. Post card from Papeete to the China Sea in 1900
me a nod to tell me that he was dropping out with datestamps.
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|

tell a wonderful story of bringing this card to
its destination. Again we have the Papeete to
China problem, and the solution is basically

d

Figure 4. Reverse of the post card in Figure 3 with the

SHANGHAI CHINE  transit.

printings. However, it is the addressee and
the routing that make this an exceptional
item. The card was addressed to the Captain
of the French armored frigate the Montcalm,
sailing somewhere in the China Sea. What a
daunting addressee, and the transit markings

. PR ~ gl

Figure 5. The Frigate Montcalm in a local port.

the same as in the previous case. The card
was put on a contract ship sailing to San
Francisco and arrived there on November 17,
1904. From San Francisco it was placed on a
vessel going to China and arrived at the U.S.
Shanghai Office on December 6, 1904, still a
long way from the Captain of the Montcalm,

wherever he was. From the U.S. office at
Shanghai, it traveled to the local Chinese of-
fice in the same city arriving on December
16t. From this office it was transferred to the

French Office at Shanghai (see Figure 2
where the datestamp SHANGHAI CHINE

can be seen, but the date is unreadable),
wherein it received some serious direction as
to where the Captain of the Montcalm might
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be with the manuscript notation:  Saigon . Mixed Franking.

From the French Office at Shanghai it went

to Victoria, Hong Kong arriving on December Algenan and

20, 1904. From there it went on a regular

ship to Saigon where it arrived on December TuniSian Stam pS

26 and was transferred to the Montcalm.

The total journey time, despite the uncertain

location of the addressee, was just over two Below is an item | encounter from time to

months. time. A letter to the International Red Cross
in Geneva sent in March 1943 from Algiers.
It is franked with two Tunisian one franc fif-

Figure 5 shows a picture of the Montcalm, ty centime stamps and two Algerian fifty

flying the French flag, undoubtedly in a centime stamps, all from the Vichy era (no

French area port, with the local residents en- RF on either stamp). The value tablets on
joying the view and t h dhe Tumndiap $tasnpsare soveted by the canm
readying my French Pacific exhibit for NO- sords tape which is an Ei

reverse is A.X. in a circle which indicates it

JEX as of this writing, and these two covers N
passed through the German censor office in

will form an exciting page. As always, |

_ _ _ Paris.
would be interested in hearing from any
readers who have similar material. The correct foreign single letter rate in 1934
from both Tunisia and Algeria was four
francs.

Does anyone know why this mixed franking?

Drop the editor a letter if you have thoughts

on it, and when he has a nice file full of
ocolumn stopperso from r
nal you will see less of same from Tunisia or
Algeria.
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Kenneth R. Nilsestuen

tion to see if | could write an article of

general interest about French stamps in
a couple of hours. It took me a few minutes
to pick this subject, about which | know very
little, and to get started. | expect | am prov-
ing just how little | know, but as always, I
welcome comments.

I thought | would take my own sugges-

The topic of this article is the change in
French stamps under Axis occupation during
World War 1l. From the subject matters cho-
sen in 1939 and early 1940 to those used in
occupied France, one would expect differ-
ences. These will be highlighted below, along
with a discussion of French stamp subjects
from about 1939 to late 1944.

A brief look at WWII history tells us that
Germany began its Blitzkrieg against Poland
on 1 September 1939. Although Great Brit-
ain and France declared war on Germany two
days | ater, Germany
til 10 May 1940. France surrendered to the
Axis in late June and was divided into three
parts 0 two sectors occupied by Germany and
Italy and the territory controlled by the Vichy
regime. Vichy France was not independent of
Axis influence, but administered all of France
subject to Axis control. Only in 1944 follow-
ing the D -Day invasion was France gradually
liberated. By early 1945 all of France was
under Free French and allied control.

So what did the 1939 and early 1940 French
stamps reflect? Remember that this was a
nation badly scarred by World War I. It had

WWI

d i d nCézanné, famausl Rost

I St amp |

lost a generation of young men in the trench
warfare across France. Many wounded sur-
vived, victims of poison gas, direct injury
from bullets and shrapnel and also bearing
psychological scars. Consulting a Dallay cat-
alog! shows that France issued a set of defin-
itives and 32 commemoratives (including
semi-postals, excluding airpost and others).

The low values of the definitive issue pic-
tured Mercury, Roman god of financial gain,
communication, travelers, luck and trickery.
Higher values showed Iris, the Roman god-
dess who linked humans to the gods, Peace,
and Céres, the goddess of fertility and agri-
culture. Importantly, the design included
ORepublic Fran-aisebo
ters ORFO in each desi

The commemorative
issues included
stamps honoring Paul

-

% POSTES

-Impressionist paint-
er; the battleship Cle-
menceau, which was
not completed at the
time of the German
invasion; the 1939
New Yor k

Fair; the centenary of
photography depicting Niepce and Daguerre;
St. Gregory of Tours, Strasbourg Cathedral,
the French Revolution, anniversary of the
battle of Verdun (WW 1), and a few others.
These celebrated France, French inventors, a
saint, and so on. A typical selection of

REPUBLIOUE FRANCAISE

1940 Iris definitive with
ORepublique Fr
Wo r | wdttéms

or

SSUu

gn.

an-

a
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POSTEST L SERMENT SUJEU D]

1939 commemorative celebrating the 150 t anniversary of the
French Revolution

stamps to encourage national pride, although
one might comment a little further on the
Verdun stamp.

Verdun was a fortified city and region that
was scheduled to be weakened by the French
at the end of 1915. In February 1916 the
Germans attacked Verdun, necessitating a
change in tactics by the French. Defending
against superior German forces, the French
held Verdun against the German assault and
eventually mounted two major counter -
offensives. While the second was in August
1917, the trench war continued until the ar-
mistice in November 1918. Total casualties
were between 750,000 and 1 million over the
2-plus years. Tactically, it was considered a
French victory, but at a terrible cost. The
commemorative stamp, issued 23 June 1939,

1939 Verdun commemorative stamp

commemorated the 23 anniversary of the
battle.

Now for a look at the semi -postal issues in
1939. The first issue was to raise funds to
cure syphilis, still a significant and terrible
disease that was only cured with the discov-
ery of penicillin. Confirmation that penicillin
was in fact a cure happened in 1943.

Continuing a theme from earlier years, the
French issued a stamp to raise funds for the
benefit of civilian victims of WW |. Earlier
issues were for
the  infantry,
health workers,
and others.

Also included in
the 1939 semi-
postals  were
stamps issued
for the 75t an-
niversary of the
Red Cross, to
erect a monu-
ment to army
engineers  who
died in WW |,
orphans of postal
employees, the
postal museum, children of the unemployed,
50t anniversary of the Eiffel Tower, assis-
tance for French intellectuals, the national
alliance for population growth, a monument
to sailors lost at sea, and a stamp raising
funds for French seamen picturing Jean
Charcot, discoverer of multiple sclerosis and
other neurological diseases. Again, a mix-
ture of stamps related to WW | and subjects
that were the pride of France. The intellec-

B A A A s B B B B i e A B A A A A A B B o J

1939 semi-postal stamp to benefit
civilian victims of WW |
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tuals were honored with four stamps pi

ctur-

ing Pierre Puvis de Chavannes, a painter

who co-founded the French Society o

f Fine

Arts; Claude Debussy, composer; Honoré de

Balzac,

Comedy;
Claude
nard, a
ologist
first sug

studies.

lectuals.

novel-

ist known for
The Human

and
Ber-
physi-
who
gested

blind  experi-
ments to vali-
date scientific

Funds

from that se-
ries aided un-
employed intel-

1939 Semi-postal aiding the French repopulation campaign

In early 1940 the French stamp program con-
tinued with similar themes. Several Iris de-

finitives appeared to pay new rates.

Ten

commemorative and semi -postal stamps also

appeared prior to the creation of the

Etat

Francaise under Axis occupation. These ear-
ly 1940 stamps benefited soldiers, the Red
Cross, working women (illustrated by a wom-

an with an ox -pulled plow), and a re
New York Worl dos

issued
Fair

new rate. A series of three stamps portrayed

Generals Joffre, Foch and Gallieni, all
ers of the French war effort in WW 1.

lead-
Each

French stamp included either the words
ORepublique Fran-aisebo
gram to indicate the country issuing the

stamps.

The first stamp released by the occupied
French state (generally referred to as the Vi-
chy government because that was its nomi-
nal capital) was issued over the protests of
German officers. 2 Released in October 1940,
it commemorated Georges Guynemer, the
first French flying ace in WW |. He shot
down 53 German planes before dying in Sep-
tember 1917 while on a flying mission. In-

terestingly, the stamp h:

the lower left.

In November
1940 the Vichy
government re-
issued three of
the 1939 intel-
lectuals series &
Debussy, Balzac
and Bernard 0
with new values.
ORFO aga
peared in the
designs. On the
same day a semi
-postal to benefit

1940 commemorative stamp depicting French WW | ace
Georges Guynemer

war victims came out,
the design. Finally, in December a national
aid series appeared, the last stamps with
9SR&MpPp i n ot hree fd eexcit g na

ral, showing a sower, harvesting, and breed-
ing. Neutral, but representative of French
agricultural activities. It is interesting that
all of the 1940 issues retained a reference to
tloe rFrenehrRepublik Fwdich byoJalyohad suc-
cumbed to German and limited Italian occu-
pation.

t h

The
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1940 Vichy issue supporting National Relief

In 1941 the French State began issuing
stamps reflecting the consequences of the oc-
cupation. Nearly 100 stamps appeared,
many more than the previous two years.
Leading off the list was a series of four iden-
tical design stamps with a portrait of Mare-
chal Philippe Pétain, the head of the French
State. Also issued in January was a pair of
semi-postals to benefit prisoners of war. The
presumption is that the benefits were for
WW Il prisoners.

There followed a mélange of definitives. Sur-
charged RF stamps with Mercury, Peace and
Céres appeared, as well new values in the
1940 definitive series.  Some of the older
French commemoratives were also sur-
charged. A total of 18 stamps appeared with
new values. In the midst of all this the 1
franc 1941 Pétain stamp was reissued with a
10 centime surcharge for emergency national
aid.

The next ten stamps seemed fairly typical of
the third republic, even though released by
the Vichy government. A commemorative for
the poet Frédéric Mistral (who bears a strik-
ing resemblance to Buffalo Bill Cody on the
stamp), three more in the national tourism

series, semi-postals
for the fight against
cancer, winter assis-
tance for the poor,
the paquebot Pas-
teur, a re -issue of
the 1939 national
assistance for over-
seas and a new de-

M vAaBNE

1941 Frédéric Mistralcomemorative,
the Buffalo Bill lookalike

sign accompanying that reissued stamp were
all part of the 1941 stamp program.

Starting late in 1941 the French State issued
the first stamps in what became a 23 -stamp
series with five designs, all of Maréchal Pe-
tain. These stamps were valued to meet var-
ious postal rates, from 20 centimes up to 50
francs. It appeared that the French had lost
their creative ideas about stamp subjects.

In December 1941 the
postal service issued
the first set of coats of
arms, a twelve stamp
semi-postal series to
raise funds for Na-
tional Relief.  This
was the last set of
1941 stamps, now
marking about 18
months under Axis
occupation.

b
(=]
>
TS
=
=
R
A
N
=
A
3
=
e
E

1941 Marechal Petain
definitive

Among the first stamps of 1942 was a new
Mercury stamp, same design as the 1939 de-
finitive,

-aised6 in the wupper I

even i ncl udi
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not some German was asleep when approving a circumnavigation of the world in 1826 but
the design or a cagey French postal employee disappeared in Oceania with his entire expe-
slipped it past them on purpose, the stamp dition; a composer, Emmanuel Chabrier, to
remained on sale for more than a year, and it support charity for musicians; a stamp rais-
wasnot wuntil November 1@dgrdoney foraNatiorfallRelief idtigythe fif-
was reissued (with three others) with teen colonies still part of the French empire;

OPosteso substituted f ora sta® t® Wilppott G €. Feench seamen
commemorating Jean de Vienne, first admi-
ral of France during the Hundred Years
War; the second set of twelve coats of arms
also to raise funds for National Relief; and a
design benefiting the Légion tricolore 4 print-
ed in sheets of
twenty with two

The 1942  tourism
stamp was a reissue of
the 1941 Beaune hos-
pital design in a new
color and slightly
modified design. Oth-
er commemoratives rows of blue
included a stamp hon- : ' stamps, a white

oring Jules Massenet, 1942 Mercury, new design row (albino impres-

an operatic composer; wi th oPosteso sugjgr)iih ttiee entep r
the well -known novel- oRepublia 5r?dbtwo rows of red

ist Stendhal 3; André stamps. Thus end-
Blondel, inventor of the oscillograph, and an- ed the 1942 stamp
other tourism stamp with an image of the Ar- issues.

ras city hall ds bel fry.

The list of Despite the obvious influence of the Axis oc-
semi-postals cupation reflected on the stamps with the re-
also continued, moval of oOrepubliquetd
with a stamp in general the stamp subjects continued to
benefiting reflect French history and culture. The
French airmen memories of WW | were supplanted by the
and their fami- realities of WW I, but using semi -postals to
lies; National raise money to aid participants in the war
Relief support- continued the long French semi -postal tradi-
ed by a stamp tion.
honoring Jean -
Francois  de The most significant design change was a re-
- Galaup, count turn to portraying the current national lead-
of la Peérouse, er on French stamps. From the beginning of
- who attempted the Third Republic in 1870 until the Petain
1942 commemorative for the Belfry at Arras. Note ominous issues of 1941, French stamps commemorat-

shading in the sky ed writers, scientists, composers, war heroes

1942 Coat of arms - Nice
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and others, but no current politicians. The
Axis wanted the French to have a constant
reminder of their puppet leader, so Petain
became the principal subject for definitive
stamps.

The 1943 stamp program again started with
a twenty -stamp sheet with Petain semi -
postals. As with the Légion tricolore stamps,

some were in red, some in blue, with a tri -
colored battle
ax appearing in
a column sepa-
rating the two

colors of
stamps. Later
that year a sec-
ond se-tenant
design ap-
peared, an-
chored again by : :
Petain on each [ e
end of a five- |F+|OF

design strip.
The Axis had POSIS,S FRANCAISES

1943 semi-postal picturing Marechal Petain. Surtax was
for National Relief

forced France to abandon its motto of
ol i bert ®, ®galit®,
otravail, famill e,
tral stamps depicted these three ideals.
These two semi-postal sets benefited Nation-
al Relief. A third semi -postal issue was for
the benefit of bombing victims and a set of
two stamps benefited prisoner -of-war fami-
lies.

The last two sets of semi -postal stamps com-
memorated important French personages of
the sixteenth century and regional hairdos of

>
®
‘
¢
E

PR N s

patri

the eighteenth century. Both sets raised

funds for National Relief.

Commemoratives in 1943 started with the
first set of four provincial coats of arms.
These were no longer semi-postal stamps,
and were typographed instead of engraved.
Other commemoratives included a stamp for
Lavoisier, the founder of modern chemistry,
and a tourism stamp for the ski area in Mei-
je. That was it 0 just thirty -five stamps, but
the influence of the Axis was clearer than
before, especially with the stamps emphasiz-
ing owork, family and

The 1944 stamp program was also rather
modest under the Axis and French State.
Thirteen stamps appeared, and given the
stresses that the war was now placing on
Germany, this undoubtedly contributed to

the small quantity of new issues. The com-
memoratives included four more provincial

coats of arms, and also stamps to honor
Edouard Branly, an inventor and physicist; a

tourism issue for Chateau de Chenonceaux
and a stamp honoring Claude Chappe, in-
ventor of the semaphore system. A stamp
also marked the centenary of railroad postal

service.

1944 commemorative stamp for Chenonceaux

¢
>
1
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The usual
French naval hero Anne -Hilarion de Coten-
tin, Count of Tourville, earned a semi
but the proceeds were apparently not desig-
nated to any particular charity. A second
semi-postal commemorated Charles Gounod,
a French composer, the proceeds of which
benefited French musicians. Maréchal Pé-
tain turned 88 years old, and a set of three
stamps marked that date. Presumably the
proceeds went to National Relief, but again,
it is not clear.

Vi chy

19448Among the | ast
The French postal service issued a six stamp
semi-postal set commemorating important
seventeenth century Frenchmen, including

Louis Il and XIV, Moliere and Pascal. The
last of the Vichy government semi -postals
marked the centennial of the Paris -Orléans

semi -postals also appeared.

-postal,

it hirthdeys

and Paris -Rouen railroads. The image on
that stamp is striking & it appears to be an
engineer leaning out of a locomotive cab, but
the engraver made it look like the subject is
surrounded by smoke.

That was the end of
issues. The Allies set up a provisional gov-
ernment and began issuing stamps right
away. The French state stamps issued under
Axis occupation were all demonetized and/or
withdrawn in late 1944. >

| started out expecting that | could show a
change in the subject matter of French
stamps issued while under Axis domination.
There certainly was a change, with an em-
phasis on Mar ®c h al
might have been the result of the Axis want-
ing to impress on the French that Pétain was
their leader, despite the omnipresence of Na-
zi troops. The French must have hated to
l ick stamps promoting
l andd instead of ol i
hood. ¢

Semi-postals issued to benefit WW | veterans
and families disappeared. But some subject
continued, like the tourism issues.

French culture also continued to appear on
their stamps. Historical figures, coats of
arms, and even hairdos gave some semblance
ofmommality to staampaissuéss Hodvever, there
is no way that this could erase the constant
reminder of war and German occupation.

So | am satisfied that the war and occupation
clearly influenced French stamps. Yet the
stamp subjects were not as consistently mili-
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tant as | might have expected when | started
out.

We Get Letters

Just received the April. | suggest you look
at your copies from late 1990s to early
2000s, and perhaps pick up suggestions
from what | inserted: France AND Colonies;
sort of up -to-date news; material for newer
members (including New Issues); and other
stuff for not just our exhibitors. Good luck!

And how did | do on my two hours? This ar-
ticle took me about four hours to write.
Probably another hour to edit. Adding illus-
trations by scanning stamps and editing the
images was another hour. Demonstrating
that | am not an expert on French commem-
oratives came for free, but it was fun tolearn
what | did. So now | can encourage others of
you who are 0justo
an article that entertains and informs. Just
set aside enough time. | hope that when you
do, you find it as enjoyable as | have. 6

Sorry, too old and fuzzy headed to offer my
s t a myBrviceshck &gk, But Will bé i@ MiMiaul t €
kee (hopefully!) --Stan

Stanley Luft
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pose this response to Stan and others; Do
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as his pen name.

4. The Légion tricolore was the temporary name
of a regiment of French collaborators recruited
from prisoners of war. They volunteered to serve
on the Eastern front, fighting against Russian
troops, rather than remaining in POW camps at
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Legion of French Volunteers. Atthe end of the
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French area philatelic tidbits that seems in-
teresting. As a matter of fact | used item
number 703 as a basis for the Tunisian
Charge letter piece on page 90 of this issue.
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1945-1946 St. Pierre and Miquelon
Airmail to France via Montreal, Canada

© James R. Taylor

Trans

n April 2, 1943, the Canadian gov-

ernment flag carrier, Trans Canada

Airlines (TCA, now Air Canada), was
given permission to operate a non -
commercial, wartime, air service between
Dorval Airport, Montreal, Canada and Prest-
wick, Scotland, Great Britain with an inter-
mediate, refueling stop at Gander Airport,
Newfoundland (Pigott, 2002). For legal and
British diplomatic reasons, the service had to
be operated as a separate company and the
Canadian Government Trans -Atlantic Air
Service (CGTAS) was born.

During 1943 -1947 TCA operated the CGTAS
service using TCA pilots and Royal Canadian
Air Force (RCAF) navigators. Trans -Atlantic
air service for military and important civilian
passengers, air mail and freight service,

commenced using modified Avro Lancaster
aircraft (Figure 1) of the type Lancastrian

XPP (Figure 2). The XPP indicated that they
were modified for passenger seating. A fleet

e S

Figure 2. CGTAS Lancastrian XPP CMZ Aircraft at Dorval
Airport (Bomber Command Museum, 2013).

Canada

Airlines |/ CGTAS

Figure 1. Lancaster Bomber (Aviastar, 2013).

of 9 Lancastrians were used for the CGTAS
trans -Atlantic service. The Canadian built
Lancastrians were fitted with Packard -built
Rolls-Royce Merlin engines and accommodat-
ed ten passengers. A British built modified
Lancaster was also part of the fleet.

Trans -Atlantic Air Crossings and Losses

The record CGTAS trans -Atlantic crossing
leg was completed non-stop in 12:26 hours;
the average was about 13:25 hours (Figure
3). The CGTAS service pioneered commercial
air travel across the North Atlantic. Initially
the priority was to provide regular mail ser-
vice to Canadian forces overseas and to
transport key personnel on wartime assign-
ments. Civilian mail was also carried by the
CGTAS and on new military aircraft being
ferried to Great Britain via the southern
(Figure 3, the yellow line through Gander)
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and northern routing (Figure 3, the yellow

« REyigavik
Northern Routes
A Bay Prestvack
n n! ! -
+ London
Montreal
New York
Lisbon
Bermuda Southern Route
Ferry Command (1941) Trans-Atlantic Airmail Routes

— TCA (1943) 1941 - 1945

=== _Pan Am, BOAC (1942)

Figure 3. North Atlantic airmail routes. Note the TCA
CGTAS route in blue i Montreal -Gander -Prestwick (after
Whiteley, 2006).

line through Goose Bay). By the end of the
war, the modified Lancasters had completed
hundreds of trips across the Atlantic and re-
turn. Passengers eventually included diplo-
mats and important government officials
(Pigott, 2002).

Several of the Avro Lancastrians were lost.
CF-CMU crashed into the Atlantic Ocean off
the Azores during a night time, eastbound
Atlantic crossing with no survivors. On 1
June 1945 Avro Lancaster CF -CMS, which
was British Built R -5727, crashed and
burned at Montreal -Dorval International Air-
port after a training flight. There were no in-
juries.

Liberation of France & resumption of
Airmail Service

Paris was liberation on 25 August,
1944. A limited and restrictive mail service
to the liberated parts of France was estab-
lished in early September, 1944. At first non
illustrated post cards, written in English or

French, on personal or family matters, were
acceptable if addressed to French civilians.
As time and the liberation of France proceed-
ed, single weight letters and postcards were
allowed. One sticking point was the introduc-
tion of faster airmail service. A partial air-
mail service from Great Britain to France
commenced in August, 1945.

Flown Airmail Covers

For the collector, it is nearly impossible to
identify mail carried by the CGTAS flights
without an endorsement on the cover to that
effect. However airmail registered letters,
originating on the French Colony of St. Pierre
and Miquelon, had to be accounted for at
Montreal. They received the circular MON-
TREAL CANADA back stamp that verified
that they were routed on the trans -Atlantic
CGTAS flights. | have three of these scarce
St. Pierre covers with the appropriate Mon-
treal Canada back stamps in my postal histo-
ry exhibit (Figures 4 through 8).

Figure 4 is a remarkable, registered, insured,
airmail European -size cover addressed to

(D\QLW’ J\LCQ&/L'QU' Q/"“‘J\ ek ‘nf:—j~\r°°—“‘" n‘&zi’:ﬁu E:.
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ENGC RAM MES | /
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sa /’A'/l/l.tu/\ C/ (’//Vit,fa((uu/
" _:"'ﬂ// /1< ?ue ol nbbive.

v ore
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¢ _J’aa.uct~
e -

Figure 4. 2(20f) = 40f prepays postage 2f, airmail surtax of 30f,
insurance 4f and registration 4f. Postmarked St. Pierre March
14, 1946. R 113. Back stamped Montreal March 27, 1946.
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Lyon, France. Insured letters are scarce. The

cover is endorsed in ma - . . Figurg 7 Nprgreal pefstanack
clare: Cing mille francs - 5000. Recomman- 7;._'_\5‘ Vg .,f.'{:,.‘#‘ May 2, 1946 enlarged.
d®ed6. Manuscript OTAXE . & .v ' "1FRS¢

and 0POIDS EXACT  ENG (\ -~ . N”jz

GRS 66 Pink label VALEL « 0% '£E in

|l ower | eft. Str ®LEBREETI i r e

MI QUELONG6 at top. Registration | abel R No

113. Two 20f green, definitive stamps frank
the cover with a postmark dated March 14,
1946. The prized Montreal back stamp is dat-

Figure 8 is a registered, airmail cover ad-
dressed to Lyon, France. The addressee is C.
Fontanay, the same addressee as in Figure 4,

ed March 27, 1946 is shown in Figure 5. but the address in Lyon is different. A pair of
20f green definitive, a 1.50f red airmail and a
4.50f on 25c light green surcharged stamp
are tied with the St. Pierre postmark dated

April 24, 1946. R for Registration 48. The

Figure 5. Montreal postmark
March 27, 1946 enlarged.

Figure 6 is a registered, airmail cover ad-
dressed to Paris. A 20f green definitive and
1f orange, 5f brown and 10f black airmail
stamps are tied with the St. Pierre postmark

dated April 22, 1946. R for Registered. The
Montreal back stamp is Figure 7.

Figure 8. 1f + 5f +10f + 20f = 36f prepays postage 2f, airmail
surtax of 30f (20f/5g) and registration 4f. Postmarked St.
Pierre April 24, 1946. Back stamped Montreal May 2, 1946.

cover in Figure 8 appears to have travelled
on the same flight as Figure 6 as the Montre-
al May 2, 1946 back stamp is the same
(Figure 7) for both covers.

Figure 6. 1.50f + 4.50f + 2(20f) = 46f . Prepays postage 2f
airmail surtax 40f registration 4.00f. Postmarked St. Pierre
April 22, 1946. R 48. Back stamped Montreal May 2, 1946.

Besides the Montreal back stamps there are



