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Editorial  
 

Norval Rasmussen  

G 
reetings.  We are in summer garden 

mode in West Virginia.  So far we are 

beating the rabbits to asparagus, zucchi-

ni, peas, raspberries and blueberries.   

 

In This Issue  

 

Alan Morvay leads with part one of an article on 

censor markings on mail from French Equatorial 

Africa.  Part two will come in October.  James 

Taylor  returns with another St. Pierre & Mique-

lon piece.  Frank Correl shares some memories 

of St. Pierre & Miquelon sparked by a previous 

James Taylor article.  Ed Grabowski returns 

with a thoughtful essay on the subject of exhibit-

ing.  Thank you.  

 

Looking Forward  

 

In the membership notices I see a gain in mem-

bership of seven new members, offset by a loss of 

three.  A net gain.  Welcome to the new members.  

 

The editorial in the most recent issue of òThe 

Journal of the France & Colonies Philatelic Socie-

tyó (UK) contains a plea for a new editor of that 

journal.  It appears that they may stop publishing 

if no editor is found.  Peter Kelly writes, òThe 

Journal is an essential part of what we do in the 

society.  It is the cement that binds the member-

ship together.  The Rules of the society are very 

clear on this point, stating that the object of the 

society is to promote the study of the stamps and 

postal history of France and her former colonies 

and to provide facilities for this purpose.  Without 

the Journal it is hard to see how we can achieve 

this.ó  I pass on his plea for help as many of our 

members are also members of the France & Colo-

nies Philatelic Society (UK).  Please step forward 

if you can help.  

I am looking for someone to write fundamental 

articles on French stamps and postal issues.  Who 

can put an article out on the green letter rate?  

How is it that France issues non -denominated 

òforeveró stamps valid on international mail?  I 

am sure you are out there and we would all love 

to profit from your knowledge.  

 

Web Site  

 

As President Nilsestuen tells us, we are on the 

net!  http://www.FranceandColPS.org is the ad-

dress.  Check it out.  

 

Thatõs All 

 

Being out of words, Iõll leave you with a picture of 

your editor spreading compost on his new rasp-

berry bed.  

 

 

How about a couple of cover descriptions instead?  
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T 
his article will examine some of the more 

common foreign censorships found on 

French Equatorial Africa covers.  There is 

much similarity in the types of foreign censorship 

found on Belgian Congo and French Equatorial 

Africa mail.  This is because they are located in 

the same region with similar relationships to oth-

er countries.  Walter Deijnckens prepared an 

amazing foreign censorship study for the Belgian 

Congo study circle journal which ran from March 

2005 (Bulletin 134) through September 2008 

(Bulletin 148).  The study circle members submit-

ted copies of their covers for this study to provide 

a good representation of the censorship for this 

research.  This study is also applicable to French 

Equatorial Africa.  Much of the identification of 

the censorship in this article is drawn from Wal-

ter Deijnckensõ censorship study which is men-

tioned throughout this article.  It is my hope that 

another collector will develop this article into an 

in -depth censorship study of French Equatorial 

Africa correspondence.  This would involve com-

piling photocopies from collectors of this area.  If 

he would also involve the study of the censorship 

of the many countries whose censorship markings 

were applied to French Equatorial Africa mail as 

it traveled through the postal system to reach its 

destination.  

 

Belgian Congo.  

 
The first two covers illustrate the use of Belgian 

Congo censor tape.  Twenty major cities in this 

country were established as censor stations to 

censor mail traveling through its postal system.  

A few of the largest cities used black hand-

stamped numbers to identify individual censors 

(See backside of figure two).  There are a large 

variety of griffes applied to Belgian Congo corre-

spondence which is a study in itself.  Griffes exist 

on covers with and without censor tape.  Some of 

these should be found handstamped on French 

Equatorial Africa covers and postcards with the 

wording òCensure Congo Belgeò. 

 

There were a large number of Americans working 

as Christian missionaries throughout Belgian 

Congo during world war two.  The first cover 

bearers the Brazzaville July 28, 1944 cancel.  It 

traveled through Leopoldville where it received a 

Belgian Congo censor tape and three Leopoldville 

transit cancels.  It received a March 13, 1944 New 

York, New York transit cancel before it was for-

warded to its Georgia destination.   

 

Since French Equatorial Africa was a French colo-

ny, Belgian Congo mail often transited through 

this country to France as is illustrated by the cov-

er in figure 2.  This cover was sent from Matadi, 

Foreign Censorship on World War II French 

Equatorial Africa Mail  
 

 

Alan Morvay  

Figure 1 front and back (top of page 73) of cover from Brazza-

ville to New York illustrating the òCensure Congo Belgeó tape. 
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Belgian Congo on February 28, 1945.  It transited 

through Leopoldville where Belgian Congo censor 

tape was applied.  On the back, the number cen-

sor 17 was handstamped in black along with two 

Leopoldville town cancels dated March 9, 1945.  A 

March 10, 1945 Brazzaville transit cancel was 

applied to the back and a Controle Postale censor 

mark was applied on the front of this cover as it 

transited through French Equatorial Africa to 

France.  

 

Egypt  

 

Egypt was a major hub for censored mail as a 

large number of countries had mail transiting 

through Egypt, sent to Egypt, and / or received 

from Egypt.  In Egypt a vast number of civilian 

and military censor markings were used in cen-

soring this mail.  Egypt is strategically situated 

in both the mid -east and the African regions with 

close proximity to Southern Europe.  Australian, 

Canadian, New Zealand, and Indian contingent 

forces were deployed in Egypt and the region.  All 

of this made for a wide array of countries whose 

mail traveled through Egypt.  

 

The next cover, figure 3, is a French Equatorial 

Africa cover sent to the Free French army in 

Egypt.  This cover was sent on May 28, 1943 from 

Brazzaville where it received a French Equatorial 

Africa censor tape and a Controle Postale Com-

mission A cachet.  It received a purple, circular 

Uganda censor mark and a June 28 1943 Free 

French Forces in Lebanon cancel in transit on the 

back.  It has a British military censor tape, a dep-

uty chief field censor mark, and a four digit num-

ber censor mark applied in Egypt.  

 

The registered Brazzaville, French Equatorial 

Africa cover in figure 4 has white tape with blue 

letters used for Egyptian civilian censorship.  It 

also has two different Egyptians censor marks.  

The Controle Postale Commission A cachet was 

applied in Brazzaville.  On the back are an April 

Figure 2 front and back of cover from Matadi, Belgian Congo 

to Marseilles via French Equatorial Africa.  
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2, 1943 New York City and an April 4, 1943 Pe-

tersburg Florida transit cancels.  

 

Based on Peter Smithõs book, Walter Deijnckens 

presented the following Egyptian censor markings 

in the Belgian Congo Study Circle Bulletin Num-

ber 141 December 2006 pages 10-17:  

 

Group II  

A double circle with a censorship 

number in the middle.  

 

 

 

Group III  

A double circle with the letter òMó in the middle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.  French Equatorial Africa to Egypt.  

Figure 4.  Front of cover from Brazzaville, French Equatorial 

Africa to New York via Egypt.  The back of the cover is at the 

top of the next column.  
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Group IV  

Various square and circular marks incorporating 

a censor number with a translation in Arabic.  

 

 

 

 

 

Group V  

Various designs, similar to Group IV but no cen-

sor number.  

Group VI  

Small rectangular handstamps containing a letter 

and numbers identifying the censor station.  

 

Group VII  

Rectangular marks with a letter and numbers 

without a frame.  Used from September 1940 to 

October 1941. Two examples below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group X  

Numeric handstamp only.  Two examples next 

column.  

 

 

French Cameroun  

 

Since French Cameroun and French Equatorial 

Africa were neighbors as well as French Colonies, 

there is certain to be quite a bit of censored corre-

spondence between these two countries.  The book 

by R.  J. .Maddocks, Facets of Cameroun in War-

time the Cause and Effect of Postal Censorship 

1939 to 45, is necessary in understanding the 

types of Cameroun censorship which can be found 

on French Equatorial Africa covers.  Pages 32 and 

33 of this illustrate some of the most commonly 

used cachets and are reproduced in appendix A 

along with an illustration of censor marks from 

the same publication.  Maddocks also describes 

the large variety of censor tapes that were used in 

French Cameroun.  

 

The 1942 Libreville cover to Douala, Cameroun 

(figure 5) received all three censorships in Came-

roun, which are the censor tape, the oval censor 

mark, and a circular control Postale Commission 

A Territoire du Cameroun cachet.  

Figure 5.  Libreville to Douala.  


