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Editorial  
 

Norval Rasmussen  

I  
 have spent some time reviewing comments 

and suggestions made by a professional jour-

nalist, Barbara Rasmussen, regarding maga-

zine layout and have begun instituting subtle 

changes in this journal.  Dr. Rasmussen has a MS 

degree in journalism, a PhD in American history 

and reported for, and edited, the Morgantown 

newspaper for over ten years.  I generally have 

ready access to her.  As always I appreciate feed-

back from the readers.  

 

In This Issue  

 

Alan Morvayõs article on censor markings on 

French Equatorial Africa is continued from last 

issue.  Stanley Luft has written about his single 

frame fifteen centime type Sage exhibit. Marty 

Bratzel has submitted an article on the Came-

roun telegraph cancels.  I have restarted the òMy 

Favorite Cover  

 

Looking Forward  

 

I am pleased to report that I already have some 

articles for the first issue of the next volume of 

the France and Colonies Philatelist.  This does 

not mean that you should slow down with contri-

butions!   

 

Many thanks to Ralph DeBoard for his work on 

our website.  It is developing very nicely.   

 

We meet next at OKYPEX in June 2015.  Details 

are in President Nilsestuenõs letter.  Iõll hope to 

see many of you there.  

 

Edward Grabowski suggested a link to a short 

film, Jacques Tati's The School for Postmen.  It 

was on The Guardian website but unfortunate-

ly expired a bit ago.  I found it at 

www.jimlangley.net/spin/Tati.html.  I suspect 

many of our members would enjoy this humor-

ous film.  

 

In the Membership Notices there are 34 mem-

bers being dropped for nonpayment of 2014 

dues.  Check this list carefully and if you are 

on it please send dues to Joel Bromberg at PO 

Box 102, Brooklyn, NY 11209 -0102.  Usually 

you wouldnõt see your name on this list be-

cause July 2014 would have been your last is-

sue of France and Colonies Philatelist..  Weõve 

kept these names on the mailing list for this 

journal hoping some of you donõt want 

dropped.  

 

On a more hopeful level, I welcome 5 new mem-

bers to the France and Colonies Philatelic Society.  

I hope you will find the association with fellow 

French area collectors meaningful.  
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N 
IGERIA  was a major hub in West 

Africa that censored mail traveled 

through, oftentimes receiving Nigerian 

censor tape and/or censor cancels. 

 

The May 1, 1943 Lambarene, French Equatorial 

Africa cover (figure 11) was sent by the renowned 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer.  This cover was censored 

with Nigerian censor tape and a Nigerian censor 

mark.  It has a French Equatorial Africa Contro-

le Postale Commission A  cachet as well as two 

French Equatorial Africa transit cancels.  It has 

a Brazil transit cancel and receiving cancel on 

the back.  

 

Figure 11.  Lambarene to Brazil cover front and rear.  Figure 12.  Fort Archambault to New York cover front and rear.  

Foreign Censorship on World War II  

French Equatorial Africa Mail Part Two: Nigeria, 

South Africa, Sudan, Trinidad, United States  
 

Alan Morvay  
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The April 16, 1941 Fort Archambault cover (figure 

12) has a French Equatorial Africa Controle Post-

ale Commission F  cachet on the front and two 

Bangui transit cancels on the back.  It has three 

French Cameroun censorships, which are the cen-

sor tape, the oval censor mark, and the sensor cir-

cle with A1 inside.  

 

The December 19, 1943 Libreville cover, figure 13, 

has a manila censor tape, an oval censor mark, 

and a Controle Postale Commission C cachet, 

which were all applied in French equatorial Afri-

ca.  It has a Nigerian censor tape and a Nigerian 

censor mark.  It has a January 9, 1944 Lome, To-

go transit cancel and a January 10, 1944 Anecho, 

Togo receiving cancel.  

 

It seems the mail to well -known individuals or 

companies overseas such as Montgomery Ward 

periodically received less scrutiny when leaving 

West Africa as shown by the next two covers 

fronts.  

 

The 1941 cover front from French Equatorial Afri-

ca (figure 14) only had a French Equatorial Africa 

Controle Postale Commission D cachet and a Nige-

rian moon shaped censor mark.  

 

The December 23, 1940 Madindou, French Equa-

Figure 13.  
Figure 14. French Equatorial Africa  to Chicago.  

Figure 15.  French Equatorial Africa to Chicago.  
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torial Africa cover front, figure 15, was opened 

and re -sealed with clear United States censor tape 

in the United States on its way to its final desti-

nation.  The Controle Postale Commission cachet 

and the censor circle containing B2 were applied 

in transit in French Cameroun.  The hexagon cen-

sor No. 2 was a Nigerian censor mark.  

 

Walter Deijnckens presented Nigeria censor 

markings in the Belgian Congo Study Circle Bul-

letin 137 pages 17 to 19.  These are reproduced in 

appendix C.  

 

SOUTH AFRICA was a major hub for Afri-

can censored mail.  South Africa had troops as far 

north as Egypt on the east coast of Africa.  Much 

correspondence was exchanged between the South 

African forces in East Africa and South Africa.  

Many planes and ships passed through South Af-

rica with mail bound elsewhere so this mail trans-

ited through South Africa.  South Africa had a 

large correspondence with its regional neighbors 

like Belgian Congo, a huge country in Central Af-

rica.  Elizabethville in the southern province of 

Katanga, seemed to be more a part of the South 

African region rather than the northern region 

near French Congo.  

 

The December 22, 1941 Mobaye, French Equatori-

al Africa cover (figure 16) has a faint French 

Equatorial Africa Controle Postale Commission E 

cachet.  A January 1, 1942, Stanleyville, Belgian 

Congo transit cancel was applied as the cover Figure 16.  Front and rear of French Equatorial Africa to 

South Africa via Stanleyville cover.  

Figure 17.  French Equatorial Africa cover with both French 

Equatorial Africa and South African censor tapes.  
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traveled through Belgian Congo to South Africa 

where South African censor tape was applied.  

 

The 1943 French Equatorial Africa cover in figure 

17 has a French Equatorial Africa censor tape, a 

South African censor tape, and a South African 

censor mark.   

 

Walter Deijnckensõ presentation of South Africa 

censor tape and markings in the Belgian Congo 

Study Circle Bulletin 140 page 13 and pages 15 to 

16 are in appendix D.  

 

SUDAN.  Mail routes in Africa changed de-

pending on military activity in different parts of 

the world.  Some mail from the central east Africa 

region traveled through Aba in the north eastern 

corner of Belgian Congo and up the Nile River to 

their final destinations.  Aba was one of twenty 

censor stations in the Belgian Congo.  A signifi-

cant portion of this mail received Sudan censor 

tape when crossing from Belgian Congo into Su-

dan. 

 

The 1944 French Equatorial Africa cover (figure 

18) has a plain white censor tape, an oval censor 

mark, and a faint Controle Postale Commission 

cachet applied in French Equatorial Africa.  It has 

an April 13, 1941, Brazzaville transit cancel.  Af-

ter crossing the river the cover received an April 

15, Leopoldville, Belgian Congo transit cancel and 

later, on April 22, an Aba transit cancel.  This 

cover has the green and white Sudan censor tape, 

the blue and white Egyptian censor tape, and a 

circular purple Egyptian censor mark number 59.  

 

At the September 1982 meeting of the Sudan 

Study Group, Lieutenant Colonel John F. In-

glefield -Watson and Howard C. Bowyer presented 

a survey entitled òSudan World War II 1939 - 

1945 Civil Censorship.ó  Six types of Sudan censor 

tapes and censor markings were identified and 

are listed in appendix E.  

 

The green and white Sudan censor tapes types I 

through IV can be found used, on French Equato-

rial Africa covers.  Type VI white with black let-

ters censor tape was used in the Sudan - Eritrea 

campaign on the eastern horn of Africa.  I would 

not expect to find French Equatorial Africa covers 

censored with the Sudan type VI censor tape.   

 

TRINIDAD.  During World War II mail sent 

to the United States from Belgian Congo, French 

equatorial Africa, and other west African coun-

tries, was often censored in Trinidad before arriv-

ing in Miami.  There was a huge variation in the 

way this mail was censored.  Some mail only had 

one censor tape from Trinidad, the place of origin 

Figure 18.  French Equatorial Africa cover to Switzerland via 

Sudan.  
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or the destination.  A few covers even came 

through the mail with no censor tape but only 

censor markings.  

 

The May 15, 1942, Libreville cover (figure 19) has 

a French Equatorial Africa Controle Postale Com-

mission C  cachet, a May 2, 1942, Leopoldville 

transit cancel, and the United States receiving 

cancel on the back.  This cover only received Trin-

idad censor  tape. 

 

The February 16, 1942 Fort Sibut cover in figure 

20 has the Trinidad censor tape and the French 

Equatorial Africa plain white censor tape.  It has 

French Equatorial Africa Controle Postale Com-

mission A cachet and oval censor mark.  

 

Similar to the last cover, the September 26, 

1942 ,Stanleyville cover, figure 21, was censored 

at its origin with Belgian Congo censor tape.  The 

backside has a Leopoldville transit cancel.  It re-

ceived Trinidad censor tape in transit to its Unit-

ed States destination.  

 

The French Cameroun cover, figure 22, has the 

same Trinidad censor tape and identical 8043 cen-

sor number as the previous cover.  The March 3, 

1942, MõBalmayo cover has a French Cameroun 

censor tape, an oval censor mark, and a Controle 

Postale Commission A Territoire du Cameroun 

cachet.  This cover was sent directly to Lagos, Ni-

geria, where it received a March 9, 1942, transit 

cancel.  Since this location was too far north from 

Leopoldville, this cover joined the clipper mail 
Figure 19.  Libreville to Boston, censored in Trinidad front 

and rear.  

Figure 20.  Fort Sibut to Ohio censored in Trinidad Front and 

rear.  


