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Editorial  
 

Norval Rasmussen  

I will start this editorial with a correction.  In the 

last column I instructed readers to submit delin-

quent dues to Joel Bromberg, our corresponding 

secretary.  This was incorrect and caused some 

confusion.  Dues should go to our Treasurer, Jeff 

Ward.  Mailed payments can be sent to him at:  

  

13155 Wimberly Square, #284  

San Diego, CA 92128-6004 

 

Membership renewal in 2015 is now due.  You do 

NOT  have to wait for your notice.  Get proactive 

and either renew via paypal or mail your check 

for $20 to Jeff Ward today.  To use paypal send 

$22.00 to: ward -jeff@san.rr.com.  These are re-

newal rates for domestic members.  Residents of 

other countries need to send $25 and $27 respec-

tively.  

 

In This Issue  

 

How would you like your international exhibit 

commemorated with a stamp?   Check out the 

new issues section for St. Pierre & Miquelon and 

youõll see that event occurring. 

 

Our reliable authors are represented again with 

Edward Grabowski submitting a pair of short ar-

ticles and Alan Morvay finishing up his examples 

of postal censorship in French Africa.  I have in-

cluded some cover descriptions and a bit of basic 

information on Tunisian philately.   

 

On pages 26 and 27 is an application for member-

ship and a specialty questionnaire.  I hope this 

will prompt receptive readers to get an urge to 

join.   

Should FCPS look at our tax status?  

 

There are members, myself included, who would 

like to see France and Colonies Philatelic Society 

pursue tax exempt status under section 501 of the 

tax code.  The cost is $400 to the IRS.  The by -

laws need re -written and the appropriate forms 

need filled out and submitted.  I would like to see 

others interested in this at OKPEX.  Hit your 

search engine and think about it.  

 

Erosion of the Membership  

 

In October we were looking at a total of forty -two 

members being dropped for nonpayment of dues.  

I am very pleased to note this number pared down 

to only sixteen.  The membership rolls still de-

clined by five from last year.  

 

Needed  

 

Beginning on page 10 of this issue you will see 

brief cover write ups from some recent acquisi-

tions made for my Algeria and Tunisia exhibits/

collections.  These are examples of perfect column 

closers.  All of you who exhibit and many of you 

who donõt but make your own album pages be-

cause we who collect postal history know that 

there is not an otherwise suitable way to display 

our collections, generate these over and over.  

Share them with the rest of us please.   

 

Members are asking for basic French area phila-

telic information.  Take a look at the article on 

Tunisian first issues on page 18.  Can you do 

something similar on stamp issues in your area of 

interest?   
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Caveat Emptor  ð It Always Applies  

 
Edward Grabowski  

 

I  
n collecting stamps and postal history it is 

always best to be your own expert and care-

fully examine each purchase with regard to 

what is known about it in the literature. As collec-

tors we often see an item as we want to see it, es-

pecially if it is unusual and adds an important 

element to our collections. I have already written 

one article on how my enthusiasm and confidence 

that I could explain some unusual features about 

an item led me to purchase a most cleverly done 

fake wherein a rare cover front was turned into 

an unusual complete cover. 1 

 

Recently, I came across another example wherein 

my enthusiasm to add an unusual item to my 

Guadeloupe collection caused me not to pay atten-

tion to philatelic basics. The story begins in the 

1880õs when all of the French Colonies were in-

structed to overprint existing stocks of the Gen-

eral Issues, and make these remainders colony -

specific. Thus began the wonderful Provisionals 

Period within the French Colonies, when exciting 

overprints appeared, and exciting varieties of 

these overprints also appeared. Often the varie-

ties were due to the difficulties and complexities 

of preparing them locally with on -hand facilities. 

Sometimes there was a strong philatelic element 

to what resulted. Guadeloupe was no exception to 

these issues. 

 

While working on my Guadeloupe Postal History 

exhibit in the 1980 -2005 period, I realized that 

finding good postal usages of these provisional 

stamps was going to be very difficult, especially 

for the higher value stamps and those showing 

the important overprint varieties. In 1884 exist-

ing stocks of the 35c Type Sage stamp were over-

printed G.P.E. 25  to conform to the new require-

ment of making the stamps colony -specific and to 

convert stocks of the 35c stamp, which no longer 

corresponded to an important existing rate, to the 

needed 25c UPU rate. Over time I had collected a 

series of covers showing good usage of this provi-

sional. Shown in Figure 1 is a pair of the genuine 

overprint scanned from a full cover posted at the 

50c registered rate. Note that both numbers share 

the same baseline, and that the 2 has a vertical 

line coming up from the end of its tail.  

 

In late 2002 I was pleased to find an example of 

the large 2 variety of this stamp on a cover from 

Saint Claude to Paris in the catalog of one of the 

prominent French firms which conducted mail 

sales (Figure 2). It was the only on -cover example 

that I had ever seen, and the 2 was clearly larger 

than the 5 in the overprint (Figure 3). I won the 

lot in the sale and was pleased to add it to my col-

lection. It came from a reputable dealer, and I 

never took the time to check this overprint 

against the existing literature that I had on hand. 

Recently I started selling some of the remainders 

from my Guadeloupe Postal History collection, 

Figure 1: Pair of the genuine 25c/35c Type Sage overprint from a 50c 

registered rate cover. 
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material that either was not consigned to the 

Shreves sale of December 2007 or that was unsold 

in that sale. This item was recently consigned to a 

dealer in France and was sold to a local collector.  

 

However, it was returned by the buyer, who was 

concerned about the validity of the large 2 on this 

cover. Indeed a comparison with the illustrations 

in the Yvert Tome II and Dallay DOM -TOM of 

2006-2007 catalogs shows the 2 on this cover to be 

at complete variance with the genuine overprint 

variety. In the genuine normal overprint both the 

2 and the 5 share the same base and each number 

is 6 mm high (Figure 1). In the large 2 variety 

both numbers still share the same base, but the 

large 2 is 7 mm high and extends above the 5. In 

the example on my cover, someone has carefully 

added black ink to the base of the normal 2 to cre-

ate a large 2 variety that goes below the baseline 

of the 5. In confirmation of this conclusion, a care-

ful viewing of the base of the 2 shows the vertical 

line coming up from the normal tail coming out of 

the enlarged tail of the altered 2 as seen in Figure 

3. It sits on the 3 of the 35 of the Sage printing.  

 

All -in -all this is a very obvious attempt to create 

the large 2 variety, yet it escaped the notice of the 

dealer who sold it to me, and it escaped my atten-

tion too. Why? I was so excited about having an 

example of this variety and it looked so good, that 

I never checked the 

basic literature in my 

own library to con-

firm its genuineness. 

We should never for-

get about basic phi-

lately and the infor-

mation that is in our 

every-day catalogs. 

In my defense, I also 

purchased a copy of 

the large 5 variety of 

the same overprint 

on cover, and a look 

back at a close-up 

scan of the stamp in 

my files shows it to 

be genuine. It can be 

seen in Figure 4. The 

characteristics of the 

overprint and the 5 

in particular are in 

accord with the infor-

mation in the cata-

logs. So caveat emp-

tor  has to be the op-

erational phrase, and 

we constantly have to 

be on-guard in pur-

chasing unusual 

items.  

 

Reference: 

 

E. Grabowski, òThe Era of the French Colonial 

Group Type ð Caveat Emptoró, Collectors Club 

Philatelist , 2013, Vol 92, pp 155 -157. 

Figure 2: Cover from Saint Claude to Paris ostensibly showing the 

large 2 variety of the overprint.  

Figure 3: Close-up of the overprint 

from Figure 2 showing that the 2 

and 5 do not share the same base 

line, and that the tail of the 2 has a 

line coming out of it.  

Figure 4: Close-up of the overprint 

from another cover showing a genuine 

example of the large 5 in the over-

print.  
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A 
lthough centered in French Equatorial 

Africa, the Free French movement was 

spread throughout the French colonies 

during World war II.  In British Sudan the Free 

French forces worked with British, Indian, and 

American forces.  

 

The first cover was sent by a French soldier at 

FPO 174 in Sudan on March 24, 1944. It has dep-

uty chief field censor  mark, a t r iangle Br i t ish ar-

my censor mark No. 1815, and an orange sealing 

label used by French soldiers bearing a rectangu-

lar FFL du Sudan mark.  It has a March 31, 1944 

Alexandria, Egypt receiving cancel on the back 

(figure 1).  

 

The FPO 23 cover dated January 11, 1941was one 

of the last known useages of this cancel in 

 

Free French Forces in the Sudan  

 
Alan Morvay  

Figure 1.  Sudan to Alexandria, Egypt.  

Figure 2. FPO 23 to Ismailia, Egypt.  
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Gedaref, Sudan before the British forces crossed 

into Eritrea taking this cancel with them.  From 

this cover it is clear that a few Free French sol-

diers were active in the British military campaign 

into Eritrea.  This cover bears a triangular British 

army censor mark No. 3377 on the front and an 

Ismailia, Egypt receiving cancel on the back 

(figure 2).  

 

Free French forces mail also transited through 

British Sudan.  The next cover (figure 3) from a 

member of the Free French forces crossed Sudan 

from French Equatorial Africa to its destination 

in England.  The cover is endorsed F. M. and is 

countersigned by a censor of the Brigade dóOrient 

13-2-1941.  The cover bears a triangle British cen-

sor mark No. 1718 on the front and a February 

20, 1941 transit cancel òBase Office 2ó located in 

Kartoum, Sudan on the back.  

 

The Free French movement went as far north as 

Egypt in Africa.  The routes mail travelled de-

pended on the locations and battlefield conditions.  

The December 1, 1943 registered Yarounde, 

French Cameroun cover transited through the 

French Levant before it reached Cairo, Egypt, as 

evidenced by the December 11, 1943 F. F. L. can-

cel used in French Levant on the back.  It has a 

French Cameroun circular Controle Postale Com-

mission B censor cancel and a Tresorerie Came-

roun Yarounde circular military cancel (figure 4).  

 

I would like to thank Brian Gardner for his help 

in the preparation of this article.  

Figure 3.  French Equatorial Africa to England, via Sudan.  

Figure 4.  French Cameroun to Egypt via the Levant.  


