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Editorial  
 

Norval Rasmussen  

A combination of events, tax day, asparagus har-

vest, the first NAPEX board meeting I could 

make in several months, and spotty internet con-

nectivity while the third floor of my house is 

transformed, have vied for my attention this 

month.  As a result I am behind again.   

 

This issue of France and Colonies Philatelist sees 

the return of our veteran authors.  Two informa-

tive pieces each from Edward Grabowski and 

Martin Bratzel.  Jean -Jacques Tillard has given 

us an article on St Pierre & Miquelon overprints 

on the French general colonies issue of 1881.  Alt-

hough I am sure all of us collectors of  France and 

colonies can manage reading an article on stamps 

in French, having the text electronically made it 

easy for me to use an internet based translation 

service to produce an English version.  It is locat-

ed at the end of the article.  I did a short piece on 

what I consider a basic topic of French philately.  

I began it as an essay on the green letter postage 

rate in France and it became a look at the current 

Marianne definitive sheet stamps.   

 

OKPEX is coming up soon.  Edward Grabowski 

has offered a program.  Anyone else desiring a 

presentation slot should let me know as early as 

possible. 

 

Please keep content coming.  At this time I have 

little for the July issue of the FCP.  Dig through 

those covers and how about a brief treatise on an-

other French series.  Look at Sid Morginstinõs 

outline in President Nilsestuenõs letter.  Tackle a 

topic.  
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The Era of the French Colonial Group Type: 

French Oceania - Waiting for Paraita 1 

 

Edward Grabowski  

I  
n exhibiting the Group Type, I have always 

stressed material from the smaller villages of 

each of the colonies. Generally, material from 

the smaller villages is more difficult to obtain that 

that from the principal colonial towns and cities, 

and on many occasions it represents significant 

rarities for the collection. Occasionally an addi-

tional element is found that enhances the inter-

ests in these covers even further. Such is the case 

for two 1910 Group Type covers addressed to 

Monsieur Paraita of Papeete, French Oceania 

shown herein.  

 

The first was purchased more than thirty years 

ago from the Gold Medal Mail Sales, a branch of 

J. & H. Stolow (Figure 1). It is franked with the 

10c red Group Type of the colony and posted from 

the small village of Makatéa which is part of the 

Iles Taumotu complex of islands in French Ocean-

ia. The island of Makatéa was known for its phos-

phate deposits. The letter was posted on July 21, 

1910 to Monsieur Paraita, a writer in Papeete. At 

this time the post office in Makatéa used a provi-

sional Makatéa handstamp as an obliterator in 

Figure 1.  Makatéa to Papeete cover held by the post office.  
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lieu of a standard circular datestamp, and the 

date of posting was added by manuscript (Figure 

1a). In 1910 the French community rate and local 

rate were uniformly 10c. Apparently the address-

ee, one Monsieur Paraita, knew that he was go-

ing to be traveling during the late spring - sum-

mer of 1910, and made arrangements with the 

local post office at Papeete to hold his mail until 

his return in September. The letter ar-

rived at Papeete on July 22, 1910, and a 

Papeete arrival datestamp was struck on 

the front of the envelope and on the 10c 

stamp. In addition, the postmaster added 

a manuscript endorsement in red: Recu a 

Papeete par vapeur ôCholitaõ, le 22 Juilett 

1910 and signed the letter. Apparently 

Monsieur Paraita returned to the post 

office on September 26, 1910 to pick up 

his stored mail, and the envelope was 

struck with the Papeete datestamp of 

that date. According to Sinais, the Maka-

téa provisional datestamp is among the 

rarer of the Oceania cancellations, and 

this letter with its added markings has 

always been a prized possession in my 

Oceania Group Type collection. 2 It clearly 

shows the care with which mail was held 

for an absent customer.  

 

In the most recent Gaertner auction the sister 

cover shown in Figure 2 was up for sale. It is al-

so addressed to Monsieur Paraita at Papeete, 

and was posted from the small village of Uturoa -

Raiatea on May 30, 1910. Uturoa -Raiatea was 

part of the Iles de la Société/Iles sous le Vent 

complex. The violet datestamp is poorly struck, 

but just readable. The reverse bears a clear Pa-

peete arrival of June 6th, and the front the post-

masterõs endorsement in red: Recu a Papeete, le 

6 Juin 1910 with his signature. Again, Sinais 

considers Ututoa -Raiatea among the rarer of the 

Oceania post offices.2 This letter also bears a Pa-

peete September 26th datestamp indicating that 

it too was among the items picked up by Paraita 

on that date.  

 

At this point I am getting ready to show my 

French Pacific Group Type collection at the Box-

borough, MA show, and I am wondering how to 

handle these two covers. I could simply add 

them to the small office section of the exhibit 

Figure 1a. Makatéa handstamp  

Figure 2.  Uturoa -Raiatea  to Papeeta cover held by the post office 
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under their village names. But that would lose the 

connection between the two covers, and the spe-

cial circumstances under which they were treated. 

Possibly I will include them in the Papeete section 

of the exhibit, under a new section entitled Special 

Treatment of the Mails.  

 

Notes and references:  

 

1. With apologies to Samuel Beckett.  

2. Bertrand Sinais, Catalogue des Oblitérations 

des Colonies Françaises, Tome I, Les Posses-

sions du Pacifique, 1989.  

It Only Takes  

One Picture  

and a  

Few Words to Fill This 

Space.  Please Supply 

Them!  
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ST-PIERRE ET MIQUELON  : UNE VARIETE 

MECONNUE DE 1891  

 

J. J. Tillard  

L 
e 27 Avril 1891 a été confectionnée pour la 

première fois dans les îles sur des timbres -

poste, une surcharge typographique par 

composition de 50 empreintes (2 x 25).  Cette sur-

charge remplaçait la traditionnelle frappe ma-

nuelle utilisée en 1885.  Elle frappait les types 

« Alphée Dubois  » des colonies générales à 30c, 

35c, et 40c, faciales peu utilisées.  Les timbres 

furent imprimés en noir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAGE  : Cette transformation permit de combler 

la pénurie de timbres à 15c des colonies générales. 

Employé par multiples, son usage effectua divers-

es combinaisons d'affranchissements.  

* 15/30c. brun, tirage 7 575 exemplaires.  

* 15/35c. jaune -orange, tirage 800 exemplaires  

* 15/40c. rouge-orange, tirage 5 025 exemplaires.  

 

La principale variété répertoriée par les cata-

logues est la surcharge renversée.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dõautres vari®t®s, plus rares, ont fait leurs appari-

tions dans quelques collections comme la double 

frappe.  
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En revanche, une superbe variété totalement 

méconnue a été découverte en 2013.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Un pli sõest form® dans la feuille avant lõimpres-

sion. Lorsque la feuille fut dépliée la surcharge se 

retrouve séparée en deux parties, laissant un 

espace de 4mm. Ce qui est encore plus frappant, 

cõest que ce timbre a ®t® oblit®r® (probablement 

pour la collection car il possède encore sa gomme) 

et que le cachet présente également cette sépara-

tion, ayant été oblitéré avant le dépliage du tim-

bre. 

 

Lõexemplaire pr®sent® est unique ¨ ce jour. 

 

Cette pièce est à ce jour unique, même si quelques 

autres exemplaires ont dû exister.  

 

The following is an edited translation using the 

Google © translation program -ED. 

 

On April 27, 1891 typographic overprints were used on 

the French general colonies issue of 1881.  The over-

prints were applied in 2 panels of 25. This overprint re-

placed the traditional manual typing used in 1885. It was 

applied to  the "Alpheus Dubois' general colonies issue 

on the 30c, 35c and 40c stamps. The stamps were over-

printed in black. 

 

PURPOSE: This transformation helped to fill the shortage 

of 15c general colonies stamps. Employed by many, its 

use conducted various combinations of postage. 

 

* 15 / 30c. brown 7575 copies overprinted. 

* 15 / 35c. yellow-orange, 800 copies overprinted 

* 15 / 40c. red-orange, 5025 copies overprinted. 

 

The main variety listed in the catalogs is reversed over-

print. 

 

Other varieties rarer made their appearances in some 

collections such as double overprint. 

 

However, a great variety totally unknown was discovered 

in 2013. 

 

A bend formed in the sheet before printing. When the 

sheet was unfolded overcharging is found separated into 

two parts, leaving a space 4mm. What is even more strik-

ing is that this stamp was canceled (probably for the col-

lection because it still has its gum) and the stamp also 

shows that separation, having been obliterated before 

unfolding of the stamp 

 

The example is unique to date. 

 

It is unique to this day, even if some other copies have 

existed. 
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Wanted: 
 

Your articles on your topics.  Your input on journal content.  Your ideas 

of where we are as a society and where we should go.   
 

 

 

 

 

Coming Soon 

 

NAPEX 2015 

 
June 5, 6, 7 

 

McLean Hilton  

McLean, Virginia 

 

200 + Frames of Exhibits 

80 + Dealers 

Tons of Fun 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
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EBAY, DELECAMPE -AND ABASSI, CAMEROUN  
 

Marty Bratzel  

Revised:  March 8, 2015 

e Bay and Delcampe ð Halellujah!  

 

In years past, to build our collection of 

stamps and to expand our knowledge of postal 

history, we acquired material from auction hous-

es, dealers, and friends who kept an eye open for 

material they knew we might be interested in.  

And we continue to do so.  But most auction 

houses generally handle material with some sig-

nificant value.  The stock of dealers at bourses 

can be limited, as can dealersõ material received 

through the mail for our consideration.  And 

word of mouth can only go so far.  

 

I collect Cameroun ð all eras ð including post-

marks.  Over the years, I have obtained some 

very nice material from all the sources noted 

above, but a considerable amount of information 

was being missed.  Some postmarks are highly 

unlikely today to be found on covers but, rather, 

on loose stamps ð stamps of minimal catalogue 

value or stamps that are damaged.  What auction 

house would handle such material, and how 

many dealers would haul such stock to shows or 

send approvals through the mail ð assuming that 

they even bothered to include such material in 

their inventory?  

 

But then along came Internet -based auction sites 

such as eBay and Delcampe.  It seems as if every-

body has material to list.  The number of listings 

for Cameroun runs into the thousands, and the 

vendors are worldwide, reaching audiences un-

dreamed of a few years back.  Many of the 

stamps have minimal catalogue value, and most 

will not sell.  But some do ð especially gems in 

disguise, if one knows what to look for.  Consider 

French Cameroun.  

Figure 1.  Yabassi Cameroun postmark, enlarged to 150%.  

This cancel is recorded used between October 8, 1920 and 

January 11, 1929.  

 

We published Les oblitérations du Cameroun 

1914-1960 in 1990 (Ref. 1).  We knew then that a 

lot of information ð including postmarks and 

dates of use ð was being missed, because our abil-

ity to search was limited.  But, over the past few 

years, with eBay, Delcampe, and other Internet -

based auction sites, the amount of new infor-

mation has simply exploded!  In the past year 

alone, I have found quite a number of previously 

unrecorded French Cameroun postmarks.  The 

latest is described here.  

 

A post office under French administration was 

opened at Yabassi, Cameroun on September 10, 

1917 (Ref. 2), but the earliest recorded postmark 

is dated October 8, 1920 (example in Figure 1).  

We knew that this canceller was introduced early 

on, and earlier dates awaited discovery.  Earlier 

dates probably do exist but, thanks to eBay, we 

now know that there was an even earlier dates-

tamp.  Pictured in Figure 2 is a postmark dated 

27 Mai 19, but the town name reads ABASSI, not 

YABASSI!  Wow!  A significant find, on a stamp 

of minimal catalogue value, offered in a lot of 

nine nondescript stamps.  
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Spelling variations on some early French Came-

roun postmarks exist.  In two cases, the earlier 

German spelling was initially carried over ð Dua-

la rather than Douala and Jaunde rather than 

Yaounde.  But Ebolona rather than Ebolowa was 

a mistake that persisted from its introduction in 

1917 but not corrected until late 1924 or early 

1925.  (The earlier German administration also 

had trouble, their first canceller reading Ebol-

woa.)  The Abassi mistake apparently was cor-

rected more quickly, later in 1919 or in 1920.  

 

In Cameroun, a number of post offices and postal 

agencies were opened before permanent postal 

datestamps were available.  Thanks to eBay and 

Delcampe, several provisional postal markings 

have been discovered, and we have recorded the 

use of non-postal datestamps ð wielded by repre-

sentatives of the Trésorier -Payeur des Territoires 

du Cameroun  stationed throughout the territory 

ð on stamps and mail in a variety of circumstanc-

es.  Also, we have found one canceller ð NõGila ð 

provisionally used at Ntui.  And, some Cameroun 

postmarks remain a mystery.  

 

I have published a number of articles on these 

finds and will continue to do so.  All this infor-

mation is being compiled for a greatly expanded 

second edition of Les oblitérations , now in prepa-

ration, with the scope encompassing not only 

postmarks but also the postal history of French 

Cameroun.  Collaborators welcome!  

 

 

To conclude, eBay, Delcampe, and other Internet -

based auction sites have expanded and trans-

formed our vision, our knowledge, our under-

standing, and our collections, and we are all the 

better for it.  Happy hunting!  

 

Acknowledgements are extended to eBay vendor 

Andrew C. King, d.b.a. castlehold, for providing a 

high -quality scan of the stamp in Figure 2.  

 

References  

 

1. Bratzel, M.P. Jr., H. Kraja, and R.J. Mad-

docks.  Les oblitérations du Cameroun 

1914-1960.  MPB Canada, Windsor, On-

tario, Canada 1990.  83 pages.  ISBN 0 -

9694026-0-0. 

 

2. Bouvet, P.  Les bureaux de poste du 

Cameroun sous mandat français.  LõEcho 

de la Timbrologie , janvier 1935, pages 68 -

69. 

 

 

Figure 2.  Abassi Cameroun postmark, enlarged to 150%.  

The discovery copy, dated May 27, 1919.  
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T 
he postmark on the 40 -centimes Came-

roun postage stamp depicted here is dated 

* / 8 - 4 / 27.  Single -circle cancels, ~26½ 

mm in diameter, were not otherwise introduced 

into Cameroun until some 25 years later, in the 

mid -1950s.  The wording at the top reads ... OUN-

DE CAMEROUN  followed by an asterisk.  This 

format, with the country name immediately fol-

lowing the town name, which we can reasonably 

conclude is Yaounde, has only been recorded on 

two 30-mm diameter cancellers, introduced in the 

late 1940s, that read Douala Cameroun / Charge-

ments or Douala Cameroun / Telegraphe.  On 

those cancellers, the date is a single line, set with 

wheels, not with slugs as for the illustrated post-

mark.  

 

The word at the bottom of the postmark is an ab-

breviation.  Only the portion immediately preced-

ing the asterisk is visible ð ... PR .  I presume that 

there is an asterisk preceding YAOUNDE, which 

would leave space for a five or six (plus or minus) 

lettered word at the bottom.  

 

I have no reason to think that the cancel is not 

genuine.  I have seen stranger for Cameroun.  

 

Your help, please to determine that wording.  Has 

any reader encountered a similarly worded / ab-

breviated cancel for another colony or overseas 

territory during the 1920s?  I considered an ab-

breviation for Chargements or Telegraphe, but 

the usual abbreviations for those words do not 

compute with what we can read.  I also considered 

the service cancels used in Cameroun during the 

1920s ð devices with a dashed inner circle that 

read Postes et Telegraphes du Cameroun with a 

single asterisk ð but, again, nothing connects.  

Could the handstamp have been for internal PTT 

use, or could it have been non -postal, intended for 

use by another branch of the government?  

 

The stamp was offered on eBay in a lot of 129 

mint and used French Cameroun postage stamps 

accompanied by 7 German Kamerun stamps.  

Other than the stamp and postmark depicted 

here, all appeared òroutineó to me, but the lot at-

tracted 13 bids from 8 different bidders and sold 

for $40.00 USD.  Knowing that I could not bid 

that much for just one interesting stamp, I con-

tacted the vendor, Dan Cohen, aka dan -the-stamp

-man, prior to the close of the auction.  Dan kindly 

and promptly sent me a 1200 dpi scan of the 

stamp, thereby allowing all of us to share in this 

discovery.  Again, your assistance would be appre-

ciated to resolve the mystery about the wording 

on the cancel. 

 

My sincere thanks to Dan for providing the scan 

and helping make philately even more phun.  

 

Cameroun Postmark Identification ð Help 

Please  

 

Marty Bratzel  
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W 
hen I first joined the France & Colo-

nies Philatelic Society in the early 

1970õs, the New York Chapter was the 

Societyõs Home Chapter. With well over one hun-

dred and twenty -five members living within fifty 

miles of New York City, monthly meetings of the 

Chapter were held on the first Tuesday of every 

month, save for July and August. For more than 

twenty years Ira Zweifach served as Program 

Chairman and was able to provide a different pro-

gram for every meeting. During these times we 

had members specializing in just about every sig-

nificant area of French philately and the New 

York area was home to a number of philatelists 

who were not members of the Society, but collect-

ed areas that bore a strong relationship with 

France. Thus, Ira was able to provide a continu-

um of excellent programs for our enjoyment. Lou 

Robbins would present an annual lecture on some 

aspect of philately and the philatelic trade, and 

friends like Harlan Stone would frequently up-

date us on some aspect of Swiss-French philately. 

I helped provide a record of many of these meet-

ings as recorded in the FCPõs of those days. 

 

Although the New York Chapter is no longer the 

Home Chapter of the Society, we do hold at least 

six informal meetings each year on the first or 

second Tuesday of the month. Former President 

Dick Stevens is the unofficial Chair of the group, 

and takes care of email notifications and leading 

the actual meetings. Typically we have a Show -

and-Tell meeting, with each participant free to 

bring in any items from their collection worthy of 

comment, or free to bring up any issue of rele-

vance to French area philately.  

Last evening (April 7, 2015) we held one of our 

informal chapter meetings, and members Joel 

Bromberg, Martin Stempien, Peter Lampen, Jack 

Theurer and yours truly showed up along with 

Chair Dick Stevens for a 6:00 p.m. meeting in the 

library of the Collectors Club in New York City. 

Jack presented mostly material from the French 

Zone of the occupation of Germany after World 

War II, which he recently mounted for a special 

Collectors Club annual meeting showing. Dick 

Stevens presented an amazing grouping of Marti-

nique air mail covers from two periods, just before 

World War II the other just after. All of these had 

been purchased from one eBay seller at most mod-

est prices, and they covered the gamut of air mail 

rates for each of the periods.  

 

As is often the case, I presented an update on 

some new Group Type covers that I recently add-

ed to my collection. Each has an unusual element, 

and I thought such might be of interest to the gen-

eral membership. Shown in Figure 1 is a large 

piece of reinforced paper that was franked with 

eighteen Group Type stamps totaling 5f25c in 

postage posted from Saint Louis, Senegal on Jan-

uary 17, 1896. I  purchased this via eBay, and im-

mediately wondered if it represented a legitimate 

franking or if it was a philatelic creation given 

careful arrangement and selection of the stamps. I 

concluded that it was a legitimate franking for a 

number of reasons. The total franking of 5f25c 

represents the twenty -first weight level (25c per 

15 grams), or the twentieth weight level with reg-

istration (a 25c charge) with the chamfered R out-

side the scope of the piece. A google search of the 

addressee (Messieurs MAUREL & H. PROM) 

FCPS ð The New York Chapter  

 

 

Edward  Grabowski  
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showed it to have been a legitimate commercial 

firm of the period with offices in Bordeaux. The 

25c Group Type stamp at the lower left of the 

piece is nicely tied by the cachet of the Saint Lou-

is branch of the very same firm! Finally, the rein-

forced paper on which the piece is based strongly 

suggests that it was part of an envelope/package 

of considerable weight. All -in -all, it is a most unu-

sual and legitimate Senegal high value franking 

posted from Saint Louis. Why this choice of 

stamps in lieu of a more conservative grouping? 

Possibly it was a reflection of the current status of 

the supplies at Saint Louis. The 5f Group Type 

stamp was not issued for this colony, and the 1f 

stamps may have been in short supply.  

 

From the same colony I also showed the Avis de 

Réception  shown in Figure 2. I consider these 

items quite desirable and rare as used from the 

colonies. Beginning in 1898 the franked return 

receipt forms accompanied registered or declared 

value letters, when the service was requested, on 

the outward journeys to their destinations, where 

the forms were completed at the receiving post 

offices and returned to the originating offices. 

This example is franked with the 10c/75c  over-

print from Senegalõs October 1903 issue, wherein 

the higher value Group Type stamps were reval-

ued at 5c and 10c because these values were in 

short supply. Proper use of these stamps is much 

more infrequent than use of regular 5c and 10c 

Group Types, and I thought that this would be a 

nice addition to the collection. It originated in 

Saint Louis on November 9, 1903 during the sec-

ond month of the use of these stamps. The letter 

Figure 1. St. Louis, Senegal to Bordeaux twenty -first weight level cover fragment.  

Figure 2.  PTT Form 514, Avis de R ®ception 
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and return receipt were posted to Tlemcen, Alge-

ria where the latter was processed on December 

2nd (Figure 3). Despite the heavy cancellation on 

the overprinted Group Type stamp, I still consid-

ered this a worthy item and was pleased to add it 

to my collection. For the record, it bears signa-

tures of Badot and Calves, so others also consid-

ered it a piece of possible note.  

 

From French Oceania I showed the registered 

post card from Taiohae in the Marquises Islands 

to Thio, New Caledonia (Figure 4) which came 

from the latest Lugdunum sale. I think this item 

fits nicely into Dave Herendeenõs category of No-

where to Nowhere covers. The card is nicely 

franked with the original 10c Group Type in black 

for postage and the 25c Group Type of the 1900 

printing in blue for registration, and the markings 

from Taiohae are clearly done in blue. It was post-

ed on November 16, 1905 and the reverse contains 

a New Yearõs holiday message. It bears a clear 

registry office cancel of Nouméa on January 3, 

1905 confirming its safe arrival. It does not bear a 

Thio arrival datestamp, but it undoubtedly com-

pleted the journey.  

One of the areas of the Group Type Era that I 

have been focusing on lately is the use of the 

French F.M. franchise militaire  stamps from the 

Colonies. These stamps were issued beginning in 

1901, and members of the French military were 

allowed two stamps a month to send free letters. 

In fact, I am just completing a chapter on the use 

of these stamps from the colonies for the AEPõs 

TOME XV which should appear at the end of 

2015. From Diego Suarez, Madagascar on Sep-

tember 3, 1908 I showed proper use of the F.M.  

overprint created on the 10c Sower stamp of 

France on a letter raised to the registered rate 

with a 25c Group Type stamp of Madagascar 

(Figure 5). According to the regulations under 

which they were used, the franchise militaire  

stamps could only be used on single weight letters 

and any additional postal services (i.e. second 

weight level, registration, return receipts, etc.) 

required prepayment with regular postage 

stamps. This regulation is nicely illustrated by 

this cover which was purchased from Till Neuman 

in Germany.  

 

Figure 3.  PTT Form 514 completed in Tlemcen, Algeria  

Figure 4.  Taiohae in the Marquises Islands to Thio, New 

Caledonia registered postcard.  
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Sometimes one purchases a cover simply because 

it looks good. An example of such is shown in Fig-

ure 6. It is simply a 10c red Group Type postal 

card which was sent from Helville, Nossi -Bé on 

February 22, 1907 to an addressee in Wartburg, 

Natal, not a common destination for mail from 

the Madagascar area. It was posted on eBay at a 

very fair starting price. The attraction, of course, 

is the beautiful routing which is present on the 

front of the card. The card reached the Zanzibar 

British Office on February 26 th , and then the in-

land town of Pieter -maritzburg, Natal on March 

11th . Undoubtedly, it arrived at the port of Dur-

ban where mail was transported to the rail center 

at Pietermaritzburg for sorting and delivery. 

From Pietermaritzburg it transited by rail to 

Schroeders, and then its destination at Wartburg 

on the same day.  The reverse bears a full mes-

sage in German which suggests simple corre-

spondence amongst friends. Special thanks to 

Roger Porter, a Natal expert, who helped me sort 

out this one.  

 

I finally ended my part of the meeting by showing 

the cover in Figure 7 which was posted at the 

proper 40c registered French Community rate 

from the small village of Etang Salé, Reunion on 

November 16, 1906, and franked with the 40c or-

ange Group Type stamp. I have been collecting 

the Group Type since 1976 and this is the first 

time that I have been able to add a Group Type 

cover from the village of Etang Salé to the collec-

tion. It too came from the Lugdunum sale, and 

there was a bit of interest it in suggesting that 

others may have found it interesting too.  

Possibly this update will encourage Dick and Jack 

to publish something on their interests too. 

Should any of the members of the FCPS be travel-

ing in the New York area on the first or second 

Tuesday of the month, be sure to send an email to 

Dick Stevens (rmsgreendell@gmail.com) to see if 

we are having a local meeting which you could 

join. We would be pleased to welcome you.  

 

Figure 5.  Registered F.M. cover from Diego -Suarez to Paris  

Figure 6.  Helville, Nossi -B® to Wartburg, Natal postal card  

Figure 7.  Etang Salé, Reunion  to France registered cover.  
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P 
ostage due covers hold an interest for me.  Here is a recent acquisition from Ebay.  Sent from Li-

moges, France on January 23, 1945, postage paid was three francs.  The domestic rate applied; 

from January 5, 1942 until March 1, 1945 that was one franc fifty centimes for a single rate (up 

to twenty grams).  The airmail surcharge was one franc fifty centimes per ten grams.  If the letter was 

over ten grams then postage would have been four francs fifty centimes.  Being short one franc fifty cen-

times it was assessed three francs postage due in Oran, Algeria.  

Limoges to Oran Postage Due  

 

Norval Rasmussen  


