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US Army 1943 Censorship of Algerian Mall

Charles J. LaBlonde CPhH, FRPSL

(Index 3A3 & 3A8)

n the July 2015 issue of the Civil Censorship

Study Group (CCSG) Bulletin a member

raised this very interesting subject. | inherit-
ed a number of Algerian letters to the Geneva Red
Cross and have been trying for some time to un-
derstand their postal history. | share herewith
some findings to date.

The following information stems from two
sources: 1) The Book. 2) The Letters

The Book - D. M. Giangreco published a book in
1987 entitled Roosevelt, De Gaulle and the Posts.
The sub-title is "Franco -American War Relations
Viewed Through Their Effects on the French Post-
al System, 1942 - 1944." To set the stage for anal-
ysis of the 1943 US Army censor operations in Al-
geria | will note several points from this book as
well as other sources.

-Prior to Operation TORCH in late 1942 Algerian
correspondence with the Geneva Red Cross was
simply carried across the Mediterranean to
France and shipped to Geneva. There was no real
need to censor this mail, although it does appear
that some form of currency control might have
been in use (See Figure 1, for example). Figure 2
shows a pre-TORCH letter with no censorship.

-Recall that at the time of TORCH the Germans
occupied Vichy France and instituted censorship
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Figure 1 - Letter of 24 August 1940 from Ain Beida, Con-
stantine, to the Geneva Red Cross, paid 2.50 French Francs.
Algeria Censor Number TC 323 (Constantine) and Controle
Postal Militaire closer (currency control?)

| —

Figure 2 - Letter of 21 October 1942 from Algiers to the Gene-
va Red Cross, paid 4 French francs. Carried by French post
across the Mediterranean Sea and through France to Geneva
with no censorship.

of all mail passing through France. Direct
(uncensored) mail service from Algeria to Geneva
ceased.
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-Operation TORCH exposed some "differences of
opinion" between the Allies and the French. Rela-
tive to US relations with deGaulle, Giraud and
Darlan Roosevelt is quoted to have said, "The
principal thought to be driven home to all three of
these prima donnas is that the situation is today
solely in the military field and subject to review
and approval by Eisenhower."

-French censorship was operated by Service des
Controles Techniques (SCT). The SCT seems to
have been a group of good old boys with little to do
prior to TORCH. After the invasion the SCT sitill
wanted to do very little and this did not sit well
with the Allies. At best, SCT examined 5% of the
outbound mail from Algeria to Europe.

-Because the SCT was so useless, Allied Force
Headquarters (AFHQ) took the very unorthodox
step of using the U.S. Army's Base Censorship
Stations in Algeria to examine Europe bound
mail. This was a first* and raised the examination
rate of outbound Algeria mail to at least 20%.
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Figure 3 - Letter of 15 January 1943 (First Day of US Army
Censorship in Algeria) from Oran to the Geneva Red Cross,
paid 4 French francs. Addressed to an individual in Paris via
the Red Cross. Corrected by the post office with the word
"suisse.”" US Army Examiner 1109. GB London Examiner 1227.
Passed by German Paris Censor A.X. (on reverse, in red).

-AFHQ base censorship station numbers 1107 and
1108 were assigned to Oran and 1109 to Algiers.
(The letters in the following section show that the
relationship between censor stations and Algerian
cities can be quite complicated and difficult to pin
down exactly).

-U.S. Army postal censorship commenced on 15
January 1943 (Figure 3) and was in operation for
only a short period, as the following statistics will
show.

The Letters - Over the years | have accumulated
150 Algeria letters to the Red Cross, with special
emphasis on the mail of early 1943. | agree at the
outset that this is not enough mail from which to
draw firm conclusions. But | have analyzed my
early 1943 mail on a day -by-day basis to investi-
gate any particular patterns that might be of in-
terest and inspire collectors to further research.

The Algeria outbound letters are not "pretty."
Many of my letters are of little value due to total-
ly unreadable postmarks and no return address.

Postage stamps must have been in good supply in
Algeria in early 1943 --- | have very few letters
that are short on postage, which at the time was 4
French Francs for a letter to Geneva.

Here are some numbers from my pile of letters.

US Army censorship, January 1943 51 letters

Of these letters 11 also have French censorship,
but only in the period 15 to 21 January 1943
(Figure 4). After that it is US only. One might as-
sume that the French censors were told to get
busy, and they did get busy, but only for a week!
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Figure 4 - Letter of 15 January 1943 from Oran to the Geneva
Red Cross, paid 4 French francs. US Army Examiner Num-
ber 1109. French Oran Censor Number TB 319 under GB
tape. GB London Examiner Number 1121. Passed by German
Paris Censor A.x. (on reverse, in purple).
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Figure 5 - Letter of 5 February 1943 from Mascara, Oran, to
the Geneva Red Cross, paid 4 French francs. US Army Ex-
aminer Number 1107. GB London Examiner Number 7603
(one of the most common). Passed by German Paris censor

A.x (purple). This is my latest date for US Army censorship
in Algeria. | would welcome later dates from our readers.

US Army censorship, February 1943 5 letters
(Figure 5, last day?)

For these 56 letters the dominant US censor num-
ber is 1107 (29) followed by 1109 (24) and 1108
(3). Exact correlation between censor numbers

and location is very challenging because of the
poor postmarks, but 1107 does seem to relate to
Oran and its many suburbs. Algiers often appears
with censor 1109. The very low use of censor 1108
is still a mystery to me (Figure 6).
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EXAMINER 2406

Figure 6 - Letter of 21 January 1943 (wrong year in post-
mark) from Sidi Bel Abbes, Oran, to the Geneva Red Cross,
paid 4 French francs. Very scarce (?) example of US Army
Examiner Number 1108. GB London Examiner Number

2406 (known to have examined over 100 Algeria items in ear-
ly 1943). Passed by German Paris Censor A.x. in black.

Neither US nor French censorship, January
1943 361etters

Neither US nor French censorship, February
1943 391etters

Of relevance is the fact that all Algerian outbound
mail to Geneva after the start of 1943 was carried
by GB to London for 100% censorship there. Many
different GB censor numbers are found on the Al-
gerian mail but numbers 1019, 2406, and 7603 are
the most common.

One might assume here that because the British
were going to examine the Algerian mail, the US
examination in Algeria was not really necessary.
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This could explain the very short period of US Ar-
my censorship in Algeria.

From GB the Algerian mail went to Lisbon where
it was turned over to the Germans for transport
to Paris and 100% censorship there. Most of the
German Paris censorship on the Algerian mail
was rubber stamp pass censorship of the type A.x.
in various colors.

To peek ahead 6 months see Figure 7. It has no
US Army censorship, of course, but also no signs
of GB examination. On the other hand, the Ger-
mans opened the letter in Paris for full censorship
instead of merely passing it with a rubber stamp.

Figure 7 - Letter of 21 August 1943 from Tiaret, Oran, to the
Geneva Red Cross, paid 4 French francs. No signs of Allied
examination. But the Germans did open the letter in Paris.

*| have a question for the FCPS membership.
Somewhere | read that US Army censorship in
Algeria was the only time ever that the American

Military was called upon to censor civilian mail.

True?? Help please!

Yet Another U.S. Army
Censored Letter

Norval Rasmussen

Cover front showing French censor tape underneath British
censor tape on the left of the envelope. The U.S. Army censor
mark is at the lower left.

The informative article by Charles LaBlonde be-
ginning on page 35 of this issue of the France &
Colonies Philatelist had me looking through my
stock of 1943 censored Geneva-bound covers.
This one was mailed January 20, 1943 and re-
ceived both French and U. S. Army censorship in
Algeria, British censorship in London, and Ger-
man censorship in Paris. It appears that the
French, the U. S. Army , and the British all
opened the envelope but the Germans did not.

Reverse of the cover showing the U.S. Army censor seal.
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TWO COVERS FROM MARTINIQUE
TO MOROCCO IN FALL 1943: THE CENSORS
WERE SUSPICIOUS

Richard M. Stevens

y the fall of 1943 both Martinique and

French Morocco were under Free French

control, and airmail service was available
via New York and Lisbon. Figures 1 and 2 show
the front and back of a registered cover mailed at
Fort de France on 29 September 1943. Figures 3
and 4 show the front and back of a second cover
mailed on 16 November 1943. Both covers bear
58.50 Francs postage. Assuming each weighed 10
-15 grams this represents 1.50 Francs for the sur-
face rate for 0 -20 grams between French colonies,
plus 3 Francs for registration, plus an airmalil
charge of 18 Francs for each 5 grams 1. Both co-
vers were censored in Martinique, receiving the
same double-circle marking in the center of the
back. The second cover also has a brown paper
closure tape at the right end, mostly covered, and
tied by the usual pointed oval in black, which is
partially visible on the front and back. There is
no sign of a similar marking on the first cover; it
was probably given to the censors unsealed, thus
requiring no closure tape.

The first cover was backstamped on receipt at Mi-
ami on October 2, 1943, and delivered to the U.S.
censor there. The Miami censor office has applied
its cellophane sealing tape at the left side. Unu-
sually, there was apparently a paper slip fastened
under the tape, on the front of the cover, about
one inch high, which has been torn off. The blue

Figure 2. Back of cover in Figure 1.

0712706 stamped on the back, and the red and bl ue
pencil numbers above and below it, are typical ter for more than six weeks! The letter was re-
markings often applied at the Miami censor office. turned to the postal service and backstamped at
It would be interesting to know what was written Miami on November 18 (partially covered), and at

on the paper slip, because the censor held this let- New York the next day. Unfortunately there are
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no additional postal markings. It was censored by
the British, who applied their sealing tape on the
right side, partially visible on the back. The cen-
sor number, 3425, can be seen through the cover-
ing tape with a bright light, and is known used at
Bermuda 2, the expected location. The final cen-
sorship was performed in French Morocco, who
added their tape on the right side. It is printed in
black on bluish paper, and tied by a pointed oval
handstamp in red, with YA in the center. We the-
orize that they also applied the red handstamped
0530 and violet

The second cover was backstamped at San Juan,
Peurto Rico on November 17, then again on arri-
val at Miami on November 19. The U.S. censor
tape was again applied at the left end, later most-
ly covered by the British tape. | have lifted the
British tape on the back and confirmed that the
U.S. censor number was 30133, which was used
at Miami 3. This letter took only three days to
pass through the Miami censor office. It was
backstamped again at Miami on November 22,
and the next day at New York. Again there are
no additional postal markings. Like the first cov-

lMonsieur
VILLA L'ATLANTIQUS

AIN DIAB PAR CASABLANCA
MAROGC

0629180.

er, it was censored by the British at Bermuda,
who placed their sealing tape on the left side, and
by the Free French at Morocco, who placed their
tape on the right. Very interestingly there are
the identical 0536 and
we have ascribed to the Moroccan censor. There
is also a note handwritten on the British censor

t a p €ette léttre datée de Fort-de-France du 11
Novembre 1943 est parvenu a destination le 12
Janvier 1944. 6 Thus t her ewveekdes
lay between New York and Morocco. War ship-
ments had priority over mail, but it seems likely
that most of this delay was caused by a censor,
either at Bermuda or Morocco.

Although mailed over six weeks apart, these two
letters reached New York four days apart. | can
find little information about French Moroccan
censorship, but t he i
06291806 suggest that
in Morocco, and possibly both delivered in Janu-
ary 1944. Additional comments and information
are welcome, particularly regarding the numbers
on the back4.
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Figure 3. Front of cover mailed on 16 November 1943.
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¥Xpediteur ? Raymond Bour jac
Boite postale 67
Martinique

Ay
-

OPENED BY EXAMINER

-

4. Back of cover in Figure 3.
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A French POW at St. Helena

(other than Napoleon!)

Stanley J. Luft

no longer have any Favorite Covers, having

sold them all at considerable loss. But |

picked one up rather recently that has a cer-
tain amount of interest, and here it is, after trying
to learn more about its background from Wikipe-
dia.

A number of French anglophobes and underem-
ployed military personnel, about 250 or 400 in all
mostly included in the so -called "Legion of France"
volunteers, served on the Boer side during the
early part of the Second Boer War of 1899 -1902.1
The Legion was led by Col. Count Villebois de
Mareuil, and was decimated by a superior English
force at the Battle of Boshof (55 km northeast of
Kimberley, in the Free State). The Colonel was
killed, and some 70 surviving French volunteers
were taken prisoner. 2 | believe that Joseph
Lacombe may have been one of them. Unfortu-

Figure 1. Letter from Paris to Deadwood Prisoner of War
Camp in St. Helena.

nately and as is usually the case, there was no let-
ter present in the envelope.

The cover (Figure 1) was mailed on 4 June 1902
(as the Second Boer War had officially just ended)
from Paris 7, Rue des Archives, and addressed to
Monsieur Joseph Lacombe, prisoner, at Deadwood
Camp in St. Helena It bears the correct interna-
tional postage of 25 centimes paid by the current
20 and 5 centimes stamps. It has a hand stamped
triangular Passed by Censor / St. Helena / Head
Office marking, unfortunately undated, and lacks
back stamps. At least we know it reached St. Hel-
ena, though we don't know whether Lacombe was
still alive and able to receive the letter. We do
hope he was alive at the time, and even about to
be repatriated, and able to entertain his Paris
family with his pre -capture exploits, though per-
haps not with his harsh captivity.

References

1. H.C. Hillgas, With the Boer Forces; Chap.IX,
Foreigners in the War; London, Methuen &
Co., p. 257, '1900 .

2. Michael Davitt, Boer Fightfor Freedom; Chap.
XXV, Foreign Volunteers; N.Y., Funk & Wag-
nall, 1902.
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Unfranked Letter Tunis to Los Angeles

Norval Rasmussen

n May 1949 Louis Necke, a resident of Los

Angeles, CA. sent the cover in figure 1 to the

Tunis post office requesting the stamps be
cancelled and the cover returned. The postmaster
responded with the Il etter i f figure 2, stating, ol
have the honor to inform you that the regulations
in force do not allow me to return to you duly
obliterated the envelope that you have addressed 1
to me. o He mailed it without postage so Mr.
Necke paid 19 cents postage due and added the
cover in figure 3 to his collection.

The 1949 postage for a single weight surface let-

ter from Tunisia to the United States was 25

francs. Mr. Necke had franked his envelope with

1 franc 55 centimes. Perhaps this was the reason

for the postmasterds refusal to comply.

According to the rules of the United Postal Union,

unpaid mail was to be either returned to the send-

er, in this case the Tunisian post office, or if this

wasnot possi bl e, as in no return address, sent t o
the dead letter office.  Since this action would

have been done by the Tunisian post office and

wasnot , the |l etter was sent on its Fewegy by the post -
al officials in New York. | have been unable to

justify the 19 cents postage due amount. Given

the regulations in force for international mail un-

der the U.P.U. in 1949, | suspect a cover like this

is unusual and perhaps Mr. Necke was satisfied

with the result.

References
A. S. Wawrukiewicz, U.S. International Postal

Rates, 1872-1996. Portland, CAMA Publishing Co.
p. 293, 358, 1996. Figure 3



