
July 2016 Whole No. 325 (Vol. 72, No. 3) 

FRANCE and COLONIES 
    PHILATELIST 

French West Africa Maximum Cards  

See page 67  

France & Colonies Philatelic 

Society at New York 2016  

See pages 83 and 87  



66  No. 325 (Vol. 73, No. 3), July 2016  France and Colonies Philatelist  

 

CONTENTS  

ARTICLES  

French West Africa 1947 Pictorial Issue  

Maximum Cards  

 (Gerald F. Schroedl)    67  

Gleanings From The Group Type  

  (Edward Grabowski)     73  

Unpaid Forwarded Mail Taxed Postage Due  

 France to Algeria: Revisited  

 (Peter  R. A. Kelly)      77  

A Censored Postmark  

 (Charles J. LaBlonde )     78  

Tunisia to the Netherlands by Airmail   

 (Norval Rasmussen)     80   

France & Colonies at International  

 Stamp Show New York 2016  

 (Tom Broadhead)     83  

NY 2016: A Personal Observation on the  

 Exhibits From Saint Pierre & Miquelon  

 (Edward Grabowski)    87  

 

OTHER FEATURES  

New Issueséééééééééééé..81 

 

 

SOCIETY NEWS  

Instructions for Authorséééééé.83 

Convention schedule and Milcopex  

Newsééééééééééééééé.86 

Presidentõs Letterééééééééé..89 

We Get Letterséééééééééé...91 

Editorialééééééééééééé...92 

Membership Noticeséééééé.......93 

Members Appealsééééééé.é....93 

Show Reportsééééééééééé..93 

Advertisersééééééééééé.é..95-96  

FRANCE and COLONIES PHILATELIST 
USPS #207700                      ISSN 0897 -1293  

Published quarterly by the  
FRANCE AND COLONIES PHILATELIC SOCIETY, INC.  

Affiliate No. 45, American Philatelic Society  

The France & Colonies Philatelist ( FCP) is the official journal of 

the France and Colonies Philatelic Society, Inc. Permission to 
reprint material appearing herein is granted provided that prop-
er credit is given to the FCP and the Editor is notified.  

 
Dues for U.S. addresses $20.00 per year ($22.00 using PayPal)  

Dues for others: $25.00 per year ($27.00 using PayPal)  
Dues include a subscription to the FCP 

 

Remit to: Jeff Ward  
13155 Wimberly Square, #284  

San Diego, CA 92128 -6004  
Paypal: ward -jeff@san.rr.com  

 
All communication about membership, subscriptions, publica-

tions, back issues, activities and services of the Society should 
be sent to the Corresponding Secretary:  
 

Joel L. Bromberg  

P.O. Box 17  

Narrowsburg, NY 12764 -0017, USA  

All contributions to and questions concerning the contents and 
policy of this periodical should be sent to the Editor:  
 

Norval Rasmussen  
224 Wilson Ave  

Morgantown, WV 26501  
Phone: 304 -292 -7652, e -mail: nrasmu@gmail.com  

 
Periodical Postage paid at Publications office,  

1000 Kingswood Drive, Akron, OH 44313 -5921  
An additional entry office at Platteville, WI 53818  

Postmaster: Send Form 3579 to Publications Office noted above  

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

President Kenneth R. Nilsestuen 

e-mail: nilsestuen@sbcglobal.net 

Immediate Past President Vacant 

Vice President Dr. Norval Rasmussen 

Treasurer Jeff Ward 

Corresponding Secretary Joel L. Bromberg (address above) 

e-mail: jbromberg@inta.org 

Recording Secretary Dr. Edward J.J. Grabowski 

Editor Norval Rasmussen 

Associate Editor Vacant 

Assistant Editor (Colonies) Dr. Edward J.J. Grabowski 

Assistant Editor (Modern) Vacant 

Webmaster Vacant 

DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY 

Class of 2014 Class of 2016 

Ralph DeBoard Dr. John H. Bloor 

Kay Gaetjens  Jeffrey C. Bohn 

Stephen Tucker Thomas Broadhead 



France and Colonies Philatelist  No. 325 (Vol. 73, No. 3), July 2016  67  

 

French West Africa 1947 Pictorial Issue  

Maximum Cards  
 

Gerald F. Schroedl  
 

 

Introduction  

I  
n March 1947 French West Africa issued a 

set of 19 definitive stamps (Scott# 36 -54; 

Yvert# 24 -42), each in a different denomina-

tion and each showing a scene from one of its sev-

en former colonies.  The colony name was includ-

ed in small letters in the margin at the bottom 

center of the stamp.  Although Togo was inscribed 

on the 60c (Sc# 40; Yv# 28) and 3F (Sc#  46; Yv# 

34) stamps, these stamps were subsequently reis-

sued in 1948 with the name deleted (Sc# 55 and 

56; Yv# 43 and 44).  This set of stamps is com-

mon, inexpensive, and was widely used on corre-

spondence dating from the late 1940s to the late 

1950s. 

 

In the course of collecting these issues I began to 

acquire their usage on maximum cards and start-

ed to notice differences among the cards.  I ex-

pected that a card was printed for every issue, 

and this may be the case, but I have not found one 

yet for the highest denomination of the set, the 

25F, Azwa Women at the Niger River (Sc# 54; 

Yv# 42). I have found that four and possibly five 

different card types were printed for distribution.  

All the cards were approved or produced under 

the auspices of the French Over Seas Photograph-

ic Agency [Agence Photographique de la France 

dõOutre-Mer].  

 

Type 1 ñSmall Image  

 

Type 1, the most common maximum card 

measures 148mm by 105mm, is printed on card 

stock, and shows the vignette of the stamp in hor-

izontal or  vert ical format  on about  two thirds of 

the front (Figures 1 and 2).  The orientation of the 

card and the stamp are not necessarily the same. 

The matching stamp is fixed to the remaining 

blank space and tied with one of two different cir-

cular date stamps.  The first is 30mm in diameter 

and is bisected with two parallel lines 10mm 

apart between which is the date ò29 MARS 

1952ó (Figure 3).  Following the arc of the circle 

above the date is òDAKAR PHILATELIEó and be-

low in smaller caps is òAFRIQUE OCCI-

DENTALE FRAN¢AISEó. The second date stamp 

is 27mm in diameter.  It has the same òDAKAR 

PHILATELIEó slogan at the top but only 

òA.O.F.ó[Afrique Occidentale Franȑaise] at the 

bottom (Figure 4).  The date is the same as the 

30mm cds but is shown on two lines as ò29  ñ

3/1952ó. Individual cards of the same issue are 

found with both cancels. This is the earliest date I 

have seen for any card and is so common that it 

surely reflects the first day the cards were issued.  

 

Figure 1. Type 1 card with horizontal format.  
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Printed vertically to the far left on the reverse of 

most cards is òCL [iche].:  Min[ister].France 

Outre -Meró (Figure 5).  The 60c card, however,  

reads, òClich® M. Mouquetó and my examples of 

the 50c and 1F20 cards are blank.  The message 

side identifies the number of the stamp in the 

series, the denomination of the vignette, the colo-

ny name, and name of the image on the card. Be-

low this is a line in italics saying òDocumentation 

recueillie paró [Documentation collected by].  The 

rest of the message side is an advertisement 

showing three logos for IONYL identified as a 

cerebral stimulant (center logo) and as the glycer-

phosphates sodium, magnesium, and manganese 

and phosphoric acid (lower right logo).  Shown 

lower left is a bottle of the drug that was appar-

ently produced and sold as a tonic or nutritional 

supplement by the Laboratories La Biomarne, 

Dieppe [France] as printed vertically separating 

the message and address areas.  Situated be-

tween the three logos on three lines is the sug-

gested dosage, òXX gouttes aux repas/dans un grand verre/

de boissonò [Twenty drops with meals in a large drinking 

glass].  

 

Each card is serially numbered at the bottom. I 

have numbers ranging from 289 to 7334. How the 

numbers and numbering sequence was deter-

mined is not clear.  For example I have 2F, 5F 

and 3.60F cards that are consecutively numbered 

7326, 7327, and 7328 respectively.  The chances 

of randomly acquiring three consecutively num-

bered cards seem remote.  It may be that some 

numbers are duplicated on the same or different 

cards perhaps multiple times or that not all con-

secutive numbers were used.  My sample is small 

(n=24) but I have not seen two cards with the 

same number.   

 

Most cards are machine addressed to different 

doctors in France.  I have cards addressed to six 

doctors, with the greatest number addressed to a 

Dr. Vicente in Paris. Cards are unfranked or have 

a French 4F precancel stamp (Sc# 620; Yv# 105a), 

indicating they were mailed within France. La 

Biomarine surely produced and distributed the 

cards to doctors on their mailing list. Un-

addressed cards were also available with or with-

Figure 2. Type 1 card with vertical format.  

Figure 3. Cds 30mm 

in diameter, dated 29 

Mars 1952.  

Figure 4. Cds 27 mm in di-

ameter, dated 29  ñ3/ 1952.  

Figure 5. Type 1 card reverse, address and message sides . 
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out a serial number, and were mailed as postcards 

from West Africa until at least the late 1950s.  

 

Type 2 ñFull Image, Reverse Caption  

 

The Type 2 maximum card is much less common 

than the first, and I have only seen examples of 

the 30c, 80c, 4F, 10F, and 15F denominations. 

They are smaller than Type 1 cards measuring 

140mm by 89mm. On Type 2 cards the stamp im-

age covers the entire front of the card leaving a 5 

to 10mm border (Figure 6).  The 27mm diameter 

date stamp described above was also used on dif-

ferent days in 1954 to cancel Type 2 cards. I also 

have examples of the 10F Dejenne Mosque, 

French Sudan card (Sc # 51; Yv # 39) canceled at 

Dejenne in 1958 and of the 80c Weaver of Konadi, 

Dahomey  (Sc # 41; Yv # 29) canceled at Porto No-

vo in 1960. These dates suggest that Type 2 cards 

were possibly issued one to two years after Type 1 

cards. 

 

The message side on the reverse of the cards is 

blank except at the bottom where the colony name 

is centered in bold above a brief description of the 

vignette (Figure 7).  So for example, the card for 

the 15F stamp reads, Dakar in bold, below which 

is printed òLõautorail de la ligne Dakar-

Nigeró [The train line from Dakar to Niger], and 

the card for the 4F stamp reads in bold 

òDahomeyó, below which is printed, òEgrenage des 

amandes de palmisters au ômachetteõó [Shelling  

palm seed kernels with a machete]. Printed verti-

cally separating the address and message sides is: 

òClich®: Ministere de la France dõOutre-Mer.ó  The 

address side has two long (63mm) and two short 

(52mm) dashed lines printed 13mm apart.  

 

Type 3 ñFull Image, Front Caption  

 

The Type 3 card is similar to Type 2 and both are 

the same overall size, but with important differ-

ences.  It also appears about as scarce as the Type 

2 card, and I have seen the Type 3 card only in the 

1F50, 2F, 3F, 6F, and 20F denominations.  As in 

Type 2, the Type 3 image covers most of the card 

front, but one slightly larger margin is reserved 

for the name of the colony (printed in bold caps) 

and the title of the image (Figure 8).  This caption 

is the same as found on the reverse of Type 2 

cards, except that òA.O.F.ó appears in parenthesis 

after the colony name on Type 3. Another interest-

ing variation is that the images of the Bamako 

Fountain of Indigenous Art on the Type 1 and 

Type 3 cards both show the same view but the 

Type 3 image also includes a man drawing water 

from the fountain and the back of a personõs head 

carrying a large bowl (Figure 9).  

 

òCarte Postaló is centered at the top of the reverse 

and there is no printing on the message side 

(Figure 10).  Printed vertically and separating the 

Figure 6. Type 2 card, French Sudan, Canoe on the Niger, 

front .  

Figure 7. Type 2 card, French Sudan, Canoe on the Niger, 

reverse. 
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address and message sides is, òAgence Pho-

tographique de la France dõOutre-Mer.ó  The ad-

dress side includes a box for affixing a postage 

stamp printed in solid lines and two long (55 mm) 

and one short (40 mm) solid address lines printed 

10mm apart. The cards I have seen are cancelled 

with a circular cds in the colony depicted on the 

card and have date stamps between 1954 and 

1959. This suggests that they were issued about 

the same time as Type 2 cards.  

 

Type 4 ñReal Photograph Cards  

 

Type 4 cards are likely the least common French 

West Africa maximum card.  These cards are real 

photograph post cards with a full -front image and 

narrow 3 to 4mm margins (Figure 11). The edges 

are scalloped or faux deckle. The five examples I 

have seen (30c, 80c, 1F, 3F, and 3.60F) are can-

celled with a circular cds between 1954 and 1959 

in the colony depicted on the card.  On the cardõs 

reverse at the top of the message side in bold cap-

i tal  let ters is òAFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE 

FRANÇAISE ó and a brief caption for the image 

that may vary slightly from the wording found on 

the other types (Figure 12). Printed vertically 

and separating the message and address sides is, 

òDocumentation Agence de la France dõOutre 

Mer.ó There is a box printed with dotted lines for 

affixing the stamp and printed 10mm apart are 

three long (58mm) and one short (36mm) dotted 

lines for writing the addressee. I have seen one 

Figure 8. Type 3 card, French Guinee, Foulah Women, front .  

Figure 9. Type 1 (left) and Type 3 (right) cards, Bamako 

Fountain of Indigenous Art front showing differences in the 

images. 

Figure 10. Type 3 card reverse, address and message 

sides. 

Figure 11. Type 4 card, Bamako, Submersible Road over 

the Niger, front.  
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Type 4 card for the 3.60F stamp that is blank on 

the reverse.  

 

LIPHI Card  

 

I have a fifth possible type that is represented by 

a single example.  It duplicates the image of the 

5F stamp on a mat finished photo paper that is 

thicker than the stock used for Type 4 cards 

(Figure 13). The image is the same width (95mm) 

but nearly 30 mm longer (82mm compared to 

110mm) than found on Type 1 cards.  This card 

was canceled at Atar, Mauritania with a circular 

cds on 8 August 1959.  

 

Centered on six lines at the top of the message 

side is òLiaison Philatelique/Detachement /De/

LõAfrique Occidentale/Franȑa i s e /

Maurtanieó (Figure 14). At the bottom of the mes-

sage side in italics is the caption for the image 

òFemme de la tribu guerriere des Ouled Ahmed 

Ben Daman [Woman (or Wife) of the warrior tribe 

of Ouled Ahmed Ben Daman ].ó Separating the 

message and address sides and printed vertically 

in two lines are òProduction Privee òLIPHIó/ Cli-

ché du Ministere de la F.O. -M.ó  This indicates 

that the card was privately produced by the Li-

aision Philatelique.  This group, located in Nice, 

France, is dedicated to promoting and spreading 

stamp collecting in the French military. Although 

no printed material appears on the cardõs address 

side, this attribution helps explain the two line 

red hand stamp addressing the card to the French 

army battalion commander at Atar.  Whether the 

LIPHI produced other maximum cards for the 

1947 pictorial issue or other French possessions is 

undetermined.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion  

 

There are four and possibly five types of maxi-

mum cards representing the 19 issues of the 1947 

Figure 12. Type 4 card reverse, address and message sides. 

Figure 13. LIPHI card, Woman (or Wife) of the Warrior Tribe 

of Ouled Ahmed Ben Daman, front.  

Figure 14. LIPHI card reverse, address and message sides  
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French West Africa definitive pictorial issues.  

Represented by Type 1 maximum cards are the 15 

stamp issues from the 10c Mauritania dancer 

through the 6F Foulah woman.  Informal moni-

toring of auction web sites such as Ebay® and 

Delcampe® suggest that Type 1 cards are inex-

pensive, and that no one card is particularly 

scarce or difficult to find.  The accompanying card 

serial numbers suggest that hundreds or perhaps 

even thousands of some cards were issued. A chal-

lenge might be to determine the number of differ-

ent doctors to whom the cards were addressed or 

to see if there are any Type 1 cards that lack the 

Ionyl, Biomarine Laboratories connection.  

 

Five stamp issues in my sample constitute Type 2 

maximum cards, including the 30c, 80c, 4F, 10F, 

and 15F denominations. Type 3 cards also include 

five issues, the 1F50, 2F, 3F, 6F, and 20F stamps, 

while Type 4 real photograph cards also repre-

sented by five stamp issues in my sample, include 

the30c, 80c, 1F, 3F, and 3.60F denominations.  So 

far I have found 12 examples constituting Types 

2, 3, and 4 cards combined.  Missing from this 

grouping are the 10c Mauritania dancer, the 40c 

Niger River canoe, the 50c Niger heights, the 60c 

Ivory Coast collecting coconuts, the 1.20F Ivory 

Coast hippopotamus and crocodile, the 5F Mauri-

tania women, and of course the 25F Azwa women. 

So far as I can tell all the 60c and 3F cards use 

the reissued 1948 stamps rather than the original 

1947 stamps with the Togo inscription.  From this 

survey I suspect that there may be additional un-

discovered Type 2, 3, and 4 cards, but it is also 

possible that some cards may not have been is-

sued in these categories.  Sale prices reflect that 

Types 2, 3, and especially Type 4 real photograph 

cards, are more difficult to find.  The LIPHI card 

may be a unique issue.  
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A 
t a recent informal meeting of the New 

York Chapter, I presented a few Group 

Type covers that I thought might be of 

interest to the general membership. One of the 

most interesting and most challenging areas in 

collecting the French Colonies is mail from the 

small villages. Most of the Colonies had a pletho-

ra of small villages, and mail from them is typi-

cally very limited. The April 15, 2016 mail sale 

from the Marsanoux firm in Lyon offered a 25c 

Group Type cover from the small office of Pont des 

Français, New Caledonia posted on August 14, 

1894 (Figure 1). This is the first cover from this 

office that I have seen in more than forty years of 

collecting the Group Type,. Pont des Français was 

a suburb of Nouméa, and the web does not note 

anything significant about its history. In checking 

the vast New Caledonia collection which Alain 

Millet has posted on his personal Issuu web site, I 

do not note a cover from this office ( https://

issuu.com/codaxa ).1 The cover bears a blue 

strike of the N LLE  CALLEDONIE PONT D. 

FRANÇAIS  datestamp which was valued at 2000 

francs in the 1989 Sinais - Venot French Pacific 

catalog.2 It shows a MODANE A PARIS  red 

transit on the front and an indistinct arrival from 

September 24, 1894 on the reverse. All things con-

sidered, I thought this to be a very rare oppor-

tunity to add a cover from this tiny office to my 

Group Type collection. I bid accordingly and was 

pleased to obtain it. Unfortunately, the rarity of 

the cover was recognized by others, so the price 

realized was near the high end of my bid.  

 

A second item won in this sale, but not presented 

at the chapter meeting, is shown in Figure 2. It 

illustrates use of a single 30c Group Type stamp 

on an item posted locally in Saint Louis, Senegal. 

Single use of 30c Group Types represent desirable 

items, comparable in rarity to single use of the 

35c Group Types, though they are not in the same 

rarity category as single use of the 1c or 45c or 2f 

Group Types. Normally single use of the 30c 

stamps is seen on double weight French Commu-

nity rate letters from the 1899 -1906 period (2 x 

15c), or registered printed matter items (5c post-

age and 25c registration). The item shown in Fig-

ure 2 does not represent either 30c rate. It is a 

judicial notice posted in Saint Louis on May 25, 

1899 and was received on the next day based on 

the backstamp on the reverse. Although regis-

tered, it is not an example of the 30c registered 

printed matter rate, as there is no endorsement to 

indicate printed matter. The item is a folded judi-

cial notice requesting that the addressee appear 

in court the following month. There is extensive 

manuscript writing on this preprinted form which 

confirms that it is not printed matter. So what 

does the 30c postage correspond to? In 2011 I did 

an article for the FCP on the 15c regional regis-

tration rate that was unique to Senegal and De-

pendencies (Senegal, French Sudan and Sene-

Gleanings From The Group Type  

 

Edward Grabowski  

Figure 1: Letter from the village of Pont des Français, New 

Caledonia in 1894.  
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gambia & Niger) during the era of the Group 

Type.3 The examples presented in this article 

clearly establish the existence of the special 15c 

regional registration rate, though I have yet to see 

any documentation for such. I believe that the ex-

ample presented in Figure 2 corresponds to 15c 

local postage for the judicial notice plus 15c for 

local registration as per the other examples pre-

sented in the FCP article.  

 

The final item, which I did present at the chapter 

meeting, is shown in Figure 3, and represents a 

type of item that I have been wondering about for 

the past twenty -five years. One of the most inter-

esting side areas of the Group Type era is how in-

dividual colonies responded to various shortages 

of stamps. Reunion allowed use of postage due 

stamps on regular local mail when there was a 

shortage of low valued Group Type stamps. Gua-

deloupe responded to the same type of shortage by 

allowing prepayment of local mail in cash. French 

Sudan allowed the bisecting of 20c Group Type 

stamps when there was a shortage of the 10c 

stamps. From time to time I have seen covers 

which suggested that there was a shortage of 

postage due stamps in Diego Suarez during Janu-

ary 1907. Typically the examples seen show a let-

ter posted locally in Diego Suarez that is under 

paid, and the due charge is noted by emergency 

use of a balance due coupon taken from the tele-

graph office. In his 2001 study of the Madagascar 

1904 bisects in a section entitled FANTAISIES 

DIVERSES , Dr. Desnos illustrates one of these 

covers posted from and to Diego Suarez on Janu-

ary 25, 1907. 4 It is underfranked with a 2c Zébu 

issue, struck with a T  in triangle for due and the 

telegram due etiquette notes 15c is due from the 

addressee. None of this makes sense, and Desnos 

considers it a philatelic fabrication done with the 

assistance of the local postal clerk. In a 2009 fol-

low-up publication in a section entitled Affran-

chissements anormaux 1905/1916 , Dr. Desnos 

shows an example of one of the telegraph coupons 

use to collect postage due in January 1907, with-

out any suggestion of such being due to the collu-

sion of a clerk and a postal customer. 5 To me this 

suggests a bit more of legitimacy to the practice.  

 

Referring to the item in Figure 3, which I recently 

purchased, one notes that it is a large envelope 

posted from Diego Suarez on January 28, 1907 to 

a member of the Colonial forces at Diego Suarez. 

It is franked at 14c with a 10c Group Type issue 

and a 4c Zébu issue. At this time the local letter 

rate in Diego Suarez was 10c per 15 grams, and 

the suggestion with the 14c franking is that this is 

a double weight letter (15 -30 grams) which is un-

derpaid and required 20c initial postage. Being 6c 

short, the letter was struck with a T  in triangle 

for due. The telegraph coupon which is attached to 

the front of the envelope was properly filled out in 

this example. The letter was properly taxed at 

12c, double the 6c underpayment, and it was not-

ed that there was a shortage of postage due 

stamps. The etiquette was also properly signed by 

the local postal clerk, and the number on the eti-

quette was noted on the envelope.  

 

So my example looks properly done, with every-

thing making sense. Was there a real shortage of 

postage due stamps in Diego Suarez in January 

1907? It is hard to say. Certainly the bisect era of 

1904 shows that the colony of Madagascar was 

keenly aware of philately and the philatelic mar-

Figure 2: Registered judicial notice posted at the 30c rate in 

Saint Louis, Senegal in 1899.  
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ket. In my collection of covers from the Group 

Type era I have many which clearly show that 

local officials had the power to adapt to local prob-

lems in the best way possible, as is noted above. 

As a colony Madagascar seems to have had more 

than its fair share of problems. With respect to 

this particular issue I will do things. The cover in 

Figure 3 looks respectable enough to warrant a 

half page in my exhibit, so I will include it. I will 

also keep a tally of related covers, and be on spe-

cial look -out for an incoming due cover that origi-

nated outside of Diego Suarez that was treated in 

a similar manner.  

 

Although this concludes the formal part of this 

paper, I have a few additional comments on web 

sites that I would like to make. The first is on the 

Alain Millet web site which I mentioned earlier in 

the article. 1 For the past number of years Alain 

has been making his postal history collections 

available on this site, and it has become an im-

portant resource for French Colonies collectors, 

postal historians and philatelic judges. I would 

like to use this opportunity to once again bring it 

to the attention of all who might be interested. 

New Caledonia is covered in five, yes five, re-

markable exhibits, which, in my opinion, repre-

sent the definitive collection of New Caledonia. 

Two exhibits present what I believe to be the best 

collection of New Hebrides postal history ever as-

sembled. Also presented are collections on the use 

of the Dubois issue, the Territory of Inini, early 

Mayotte and Nossi -Bé (General Issues), the Indo-

chinese Offices in China, the early postal history 

of French Sudan and that of French Guiana. It is 

literally a tour de force in Coloniesõ postal history. 

And Alain continues to add new material, so keep 

an eye on it. Of course, it is peppered throughout 

with Group Type material which helps to define 

the breadth and depth of this important area of 

postal history.  

 

Speaking of web sites, there is another worthy of 

comment and the attention of the membership. 

Jean-François Brun, who has to be considered the 

Dean of Philatelic Experts in the French Area and 

beyond, has begun to put material on authenticat-

ing stamps and covers on his special expertõs web 

site: http://www.philatelie.expert .6 Numerous 

areas of expertization are covered and highly rec-

ommended for collectors of the French area. I par-

ticularly note an addition to the site from Febru-

ary 2016 on the Fournier Forgeries of the Group 

Type. These are probably the most common of 

fakes in the French Colonial area. Just check out 

any single French Colony listing on eBay. Dealers 

and collectors continue to attempt to sell these 

common fakes as real stamps. Monsieur Brun has 

put together all of the information relating to 

these forgeries in one place for all to see and con-

sider. The individual articles can be downloaded 

and saved as pdf files.  
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L 
ike many of you, I am sure, I enjoyed Nor-

val Rasmussenõs short article òUnpaid for-

warded mail taxed postage due, France to 

Algeriaó in Journal 324 p.46 

 

One of the pleasures in this sort of cover is an at-

tempt to get the chronology right, not always sim-

ple where there are undated instruction marks. I 

do not believe all of the marks were applied at 

Oran and would tender the following suggestion.  

 

1. The letter was posted on 22 August 1954  

at Gloucester, U.K, addressed to Dr and 

Mrs Gomez at a hotel at Sévrier, a com-

mune of Annecy in the department of the 

Haute Savoie department. Normal delivery 

of the letter was made.  

2. The Gomezõ had left the hotel for Oran. 

The hotel posted the letter on, simply ad-

dressing it to òOranó in Algeria. 

3. The post office at Sévrier cleared the post-

box and found the letter. The act of having 

posted it rather than handing it to the post 

office meant that this started a new postal 

transaction. The letter was unpaid and a 

òTó mark was applied together with the 

òTrouv® la boiteó both indicating the prove-

nance of the letter and the need to tax it. 

The Sévrier office applied their date stamp 

of 25 August but it is not clear whether 

this happened when the letter was first 

received from the U.K. or when they found 

it in the box. The latter, I would have 

thought. So far so good!.  

4. The letter reached Oran around 29 th  Au-

gust. It can be seen that the redirection 

was simply to Oran without further detail 

as to the address so it could not be deliv-

ered. The post officeõs manuscript com-

ments are now all important. òPas de r®-

ponse ¨ lõappel du facteur, Avise RPó  Tra-

ditionally, at the time of the roll call of the 

postmen, information was called for in re-

spect of mail that could not be delivered. 

This is what happened here and the single 

postman replied that he had no knowledge 

of the addressee. The comment òAvise RPó 

Unpaid Forwarded Mail Taxed Postage Due  

France to Algeria: Revisited  

 

Peter R.A. Kelly   

Front and reverse of the letter from Englad to France, for-

warded to Algeria  
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A Censored Postmark  

 

Charles J. LaBlonde 

CPhH, FRPSL  

means that the Recette Postale, the head 

post office, was advised. In the meantime 

the postage due stamps that had been ap-

plied, and cancelled by Oran were now 

manually crossed out as the postage due 

could not be recovered. The letter was re-

tained for 10 days and was then marked 

òRetour ¨ lõenvoyeuró and returned to the 

sender whose address was written on the 

back. 

5. Returned to the U.K. with an additional 

òReturn to senderó stamp. 

 

It is covers like this that make postal history so 

rewarding and also an object lesson in under-

standing how the postal system worked. It also 

shows how much interest and pleasure can be 

found in inexpensive and well travelled letters 

such as this.  

 

 

O 
n 13 October 1943 the Axis surrendered 

in Tunisia. Prisoners taken by the Allies 

included 125,000 Germans and 115,000 

Italians. The people of Tunisia were so happy to 

again be free that they created a special post-

mark that read, òUN SEUL BUT LA VICTOIREó 

or òVICTORY IS OUR SINGLE GOAL.ó It ap-

pears that this slogan ran in a canceling machine 

that alternated slogan with city of origin.  

 

Figure 1 shows an example of the postmark used 

on 11 November 1943 in Tunis. The Germans, 

who were failing on all fronts, apparently did not 

care much for this postmark. Figure 2 shows a 

letter of 27 March 1944 from Tunis to the Geneva 

Red Cross. The Germans obliterated the victory 

slogan parts of the postmark.  

 

It is interesting to note that Tunisia also issued 

a1.50 franc postage stamp in 1943 with the same 

victory slogan.  
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Figure 1 - French Red Cross letter of 11 November 1943 from 

Tunis to Geneva with the machine postmark òUN SEUL 

BUT LA VICTOIRE.ó Paid 6.50 French Francs air postage. 

Censored in Tunis by Censor Number VA 329 I. Blue swipe 

front and back, believed to have been done in Tunisia, since 

it goes slightly under the French òCONTROLEó closer label. 

Routing at this time believed to be Tunis ñAlgiers - Casa-

blanca - Tangiers - Algecieras - Madrid - Irun - Paris - Gene-

va. Lack of German censorship odd.  

Figure 2 - French Red Cross letter of 27 March 1944 from 

Tunis to Geneva. Postmark òUN SEUL BUT LA VICTOIREó 

obliterated in three places with heavy black substance. Not 

possible to determine postage paid since stamp also obliterat-

ed. Censored in Tunis by Censor VA 329 I, also VA 36 

(reverse). 

Figure 3.  Reverse of cover shown in figure 2.  Pink swipe on 

reverse believed Tunisian because it goes under the French 

òCONTROLEó closer label. Censored by Germany in Berlin -

-- file Number 889. Believed routing Tunis - Algiers - Casa-

blancañTangiers - Madrid - Berlin - Stuttgart - Zürich - 

Geneva. 


