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A Tale of Two Cards  

 

Thomas W. Broadhead, FCPS 2830  

T 
he year 1925 was an amazing one in 

French philately. The Exposition des Arts 

Décoratifs et Industriels Modernes opened 

in Paris on 28 April 1925, preceded by three of its 

commemorative stamp issues beginning on 22 De-

cember.1, 2  Not even a week later, on 2 May, the 

Paris Exposition Internationale de Timbres -Poste 

opened, the greatest philatelic exhibition of the 

year. That event was accompanied by the first 

French souvenir sheet, two postal cards, and an 

exposition cancel, which I have discussed in earli-

er papers. 3, 4 

 

The two postal cards 5 share a front design, but 

are denominated in 15 centime and 45 centime 

values. The first paid the international postcard 

rate for a card without a message or with not 

more than 5 words (cinq mots). The second paid 

the international postcard rate for a card with a 

message of 6 or more words.6  There was an air 

day during the exposition, and both cards are 

seen used with additional postage paying the air-

mail supplements, commonly to Great Britain and 

The Netherlands.  

 

The two cards shown here were purchased as an 

auction lot online, and have many intriguing as-

pects. Although they were not posted during the 

period of the exposition (2 - 12 May), they were 

mailed during the correct rate period prior to 16 

July, when the international postcard rate in-

creased to 60 centimes. Both were postmarked at 

13:30 hours on 27 May at the Rue de Provence 

post office in Paris. A month later, both were giv-

en receiving date stamps of 27 June at Magelang, 

Java, Netherlands East Indies.  

 

Additionally interesting is that, collectively, they 

carry one message, divided into parts marked 1 

and 2 at the tops of the cards.  

 

1. 

Dear Sir,  

Your esteemed letter of 27/4/25 (has been) re-

ceived in good order and with gratitude. It is a 

pity that you have been unable to obtain those 

(pre-)printed cards. (I) hope, though, that you 

may succeed in securing them at another post 

Figure 1 Front of the Paris Philatelic Exposition postal card  
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office, and you may get me any amount (you 

can). While I await your letter, you can send 

me regularly,  

2.  

and without me mailing you specific requests, 

50 pieces of each new edition of 

"Ganzsachen" [postal stationery]. Your pay-

ment will be sent immediately. It is understood 

that I will cover the postage. These two cards 

have been printed especially for the World 

Stamp Exhibition held 2 -12 May in Paris. Co-

lossal success. Awaiting your further notice, I 

greet you with respect.   A.F. Pflughaupt  

 

Perhaps the correspondents were dealers, eagerly 

exchanging quantities of new postal stationery 

items. For me, these cards are a charming com-

munication from a world away.  

 

Acknowledgements. I thank my University of Ten-

nessee faculty colleague, Aleydis Van de Moortel, 

Professor of Classics, for translation of the post-

card texts.  
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Figure 2. Reverse of the card with the first part of the mes-

sage. Two examples of the Decorative Arts 15 centimes stamp 

were added to make the required 45 centime international 

postcard rate.  

Figure 3. Reverse of the card with the second part of the mes-

sage. 
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N 
APEX is coming and I decided to enter 

my French Pacific Group Type collection. 

The collection (New Caledonia & De-

pendencies and French Oceania) has been running 

at seven frames for the past few years, and I felt 

that I have enough new material to bring it to 

nine frames. While the general layout of my ex-

hibit has not met with acclaim from the judges, it 

is very easy to add new material to the collection. 

This is a natural consequence of the categories of 

material that I use, and the way that they are or-

ganized. I will skip the details for now, and sug-

gest that any interested readers take a look at one 

of my exhibits. Often, and at best, I can add new 

material by simply inserting a new page between 

two existing pages. At worst, I can work in the 

new material by modifying one or two pages, and 

not have to contend with major changes in the ex-

hibit.  

 

Inevitably, I end up with a few covers that just do 

not fit into the collection, or that have a problem 

that make one wonder if they are suffering from a 

philatelic taint (i.e. created for the philatelic mar-

ket either blatantly or cleverly), and are possibly 

best left out of the exhibit. 1 That is the issue that I 

would like to discuss in this article: trying to sepa-

rate philatelic covers from properly postally used 

covers, and which of those with a philatelic taint 

should we exhibit. My first example (Figure 1) is a 

no-brainer, or so it seems. It is a small format 15c 

Group Type envelope in gray from the 1900 issue 

that was used from Nouméa, New Caledonia to 

Helsingfors, Finland at a time when Finland was 

controlled by Russia. It was posted on January 5, 

1905, and a manuscript Imprimé  was added to 

the front. At this time the printed matter rate was 

5c per 50 grams, so a 15c rate would correspond to 

a letter weighing 100 -150 grams. Unless this en-

veloped contained a sheet of some metal, there is 

no way that it would have reached this weight. So 

this looked like a clear philatelic construction, cre-

ated for the turn -of-the 20 century market which 

definitely wanted used postal stationery. The re-

verse shows a Helsingfors arrival from February 

22, 1905, and the address handstamp: Julius 

Kinze, Radebuel -Dresden . Kinze, like Salz-

mann, Oertel, Dudy, etc., was a well -known dealer

-collector of postal stationery of the period and we 

see many items created under his influence.  

Figure 1. Cover from Nouméa, New Caledonia to Helsingfors, 

Finland in 1905.  

Figure 2. Reverse of the cover in Figure 1 showing a Kinze 

philatelic origin and a Helsingfors arrival handstamp.  

Philatelic or Not? How Does a Collector Tell 

For Sure?  And Then What To Do?  

 

Edward Grabowski  
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I bought this item in 1982, despite its unquestion-

able philatelic origin, and paid the dealerõs price. 

It was fairly priced at the time, recognizing that 

Finland is an unusual destination for any French 

Colonial Group Type mail, but also recognizing 

that the item is purely philatelic in origin. When I 

mounted the French Pacific material a few years 

ago, I decided to include this item in the exhibit, 

making no bones about its philatelic origin and 

recognizing that Finland is an unusual destina-

tion. As of the moment, I have about 2600 Group 

Type covers. A check of my data base shows that 

this is still the only Group Type cover that I have 

from any of the French Colonies to Finland. As 

such it belongs in the exhibit.  

The next item is shown in Figure 3. It is a small 

printed matter envelope franked at 10c with a red 

1900 Group Type issue posted from Nouméa, New 

Caledonia on September 19, 1905 to Totnes, Eng-

land, with a manuscript Please forward  en-

dorsement. Immediately, there is an issue with 

the 10c franking. In 1905 the overseas rate from 

the French Colonies to foreign destinations was 

25c. Thus, this letter is short 15c relative to prop-

er international postage. However, it could also 

have been sent as printed matter (5c per 50g as 

already noted). The 10c would have corresponded 

to an item weighing 50 -100g, which simply cannot 

be so given the size of the envelope and the vol-

ume it could have contained. The most probable 

explanation for this item is that it was a 5c print-

ed matter piece overpaid by 5c with a 10c stamp. 

It should have had an Imprimé  indication, but 

the post office at Nouméa let it go without such. A 

check of the reverse (Figure 4) shows that the en-

velope was never sealed (no gum is present), and 

the flap was simply tucked in as with normal 

printed matter.  

 

The reverse also shows a Totnes arrival from Oc-

tober 30 th , and the front shows that the item was 

forwarded, as instructed, from Totnes on Novem-

ber 1st to Shelby, North Carolina (USA). It bears a 

November 11 th  arrival from Shelby where it ended 

its journey. Overall it is an unusual item, wherein 

the sender did not know of the final destination of 

the letter, but knew of an intermediate destina-

tion from whence the letter could be redirected. 

The post office in England complied and the letter 

presumably reached the appropriate addressee. 

Whether philatelic or not, it required the coopera-

tion of French and British post offices to get to its 

final destination, and I have decided to put it into 

the exhibit given its unusual nature.  

The next item (Figure 5) is a printed matter 

wrapper that transported a copy of the journal of 

the Tribunal de Commerce de Nouméa  posted 

on December 28, 1904. The cachet of the court in 

Nouméa is also printed on the wrapper. Franked 

at 15c, this item presumably reached the 100 -

Figure 3. Envelope from Nouméa to Totnes, England franked 

at 10c with a request for forwarding.  

Figure 4.Reverse of the envelope in Figure 3.  
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150g weight level, a ridiculous weight for a nor-

mal -looking wrapper that shows no signs of being 

stretched around a heavy printed matter journal. 

However, it is unlikely that overpaid philatelic 

pieces would be originating from the court system 

in Nouméa, a government agency and regular 

mailer. A much more rational explanation for the 

15c franking is that it was necessary, and it is up 

to us to determine a possible reason.  

Googling the addressee on the wrapper, Maurice 

Flichy, suggests that he was part of a large Paris 

legal firm in 1904. A possible explanation for the 

15c rate is that this was the top item in a stack of 

court journals that were bound together for deliv-

ery to the same address, and that the addressee 

would take care of the distribution within his 

firm. An alternate explanation was suggested by 

member Peter Kelly. Possibly an illegal addition 

was added to the item, such as a manuscript note 

on the journal or enclosed on a card with a note, 

that brought the item to a 15c French Community 

rate in effect at this time.  

 

Neither of the explanations for the items in Fig-

ures 3 and 5 are absolutely certain; they are only 

possibilities. I have decided to put both items into 

my exhibit under the category of Unusual Print-

ed Matter , and the page that has resulted is 

shown in Figure 6 (on page 40). It will be interest-

ing to see if one of the NAPEX judges notices 

these items and what their response will be.  

 

A more complex item is shown in Figure 7. It is a 

registered multiple weight letter posted from Pa-

peete, Tahiti during September 1908 to a travel 

agent in the village of Marolles -les-Braults in 

France. It is franked with 25c (blue, 1900 issue), 

40c and 75c Group Types for a total franking of 

1.40f. Registration in 1908 was 25c, leaving 1.15f 

for postage. Picirilli notes that as of April 16, 1906 

the mail rate in France was 10c for the first 15c, 

and 10c for each additional 15g. 2 With 1.15f for 

postage this would mean that this letter reached 

the 11 th  weight level (1.10f for an item weighing 

150-165 grams) with 5c in overpayment. At this 

point, one could call the matter settled, and note 

that this is a philatelic franking.  

However, letõs pursue the argument a little fur-

ther and see what conclusions we might come to. 

Often, but not always, on heavily franked phila-

telic letters the postal clerk would add a manu-

script notation stating that the franking was done 

by the sender. This was to protect postal clerks 

from being charged with overcharging customers. 

Such was not done in this case. Often one sees a 

number of philatelic frankings addressed to the 

Figure 5. Printed matter wrapper from Nouméa franked at 

15c. 

Figure 7. Franking of 1.40f from 1908: philatelic or not?  
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Figure 6. Exhibit page created from two of the previous covers.  
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same addressee. I will comment on that a bit fur-

ther in the article. A check for Monsieur Camille 

Palais, the addressee on this item, in my Group 

Type data base, shows only one other Group Type 

cover to this addressee. It was posted from Nia-

mey, Upper Senegal & Niger in 1906, and is 

franked at the simple 35c registered French Com-

munity rate (10c postage plus 25c registration) 

with 1c, 4c and 30c French Sudan Group Type 

stamps. I have three other Niamey covers franked 

with French Sudan Group Type stamps in the 

1905-1906 period. My conclusion is that Monsieur 

Palais was not a philatelic addressee, but was a 

travel agent as the addresses on both covers to 

him indicate.  

 

So how might one explain the franking on the cov-

er in Figure 7? What if the rate were calculated in 

error as a letter to a destination outside of the 

French Community? A check of the Picirilli article 

shows the overseas rate in effect October 1, 1907 

was 25c for the first 15 grams and 25c for regis-

tration. The rate for each additional 15g was 15c. 

Allowing 50c for the first 15g and re -gistration, 

leaves 90c for additional postage for an additional 

six weight levels (90g) and no overage in postage. 

Now the weight of the envelope comes out be-

tween 90-105 grams, a more probable weight for 

an envelope this size, and there is no overage in 

postage. So the argument would be that the clerk 

in Papeete miscalculated the postage on this item 

as an overseas, not a French Community, item. 

This is certainly a more probable event, though 

the case is far from proven. Will I include this cov-

er in my exhibit with this as the possible explana-

tion for the franking? Possibly, but I am not cer-

tain as of this writing.  

 

Finally we come to the cover shown in Figure 8. It 

is a registered letter at a proper 40c rate from Pa-

peete to Paris posted on January 12, 1906. The 

franking is made up with a 30c Group Type stamp 

and a 10c/40c Group Type of the Tahiti 1903 over-

prints, with the overprint inverted. Not only is 

the rate correct, but the letter bears a Paris arri-

val. Does it have philatelic overtones? Again a 

check of my data base shows six covers to this ad-

dressee (Louis Aubin), three from Tahiti and 

three from Guadeloupe, and all franked with 

overprinted Group Type stamps. I believe Aubin 

was a Paris dealer. The Tahiti overprint cover 

shown in Figure 9 is also to him and features the 

1903 overprints. Note that one of the overprints is 

on the selvage of the sheet. If that is included in 

the postage it comes to a rate of 55c which is cor-

rect for a 1903 double weight registered letter (2 x 

Figure 8. Properly franked cover to Aubin showing use of a 

1903 invert.  

Figure 9. Second Aubin cover showing use of a selvage over-

print to make a proper rate.  
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15c + 25c). Yes, correspondents with the Paris 

dealers had fun with the frankings. In Aubinõs 

case all of the mail I have to him is correctly 

franked, even if philatelically inspired. Remem-

bering Lou Robbinsõ thoughts and the fact that 

the frankings are correct, I will have no hesita-

tion about showing these items in the exhibit.  

 

 

Endnotes and References:  
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ly. Regarding philatelic covers, he always not-

ed that we should not be so persnickety; many 
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to get certain stamps on cover. Had these not 

been prepared by collectors and dealers, we 
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Composer Ned Rorem wrote this letter to compos-

er and music critic Virgil Thompson around 1950.  

Roremõs accolades include the Pulitzer Prize in 

1976,  Musical America  Composer of the Year in 

1998, American Society of Composers, Authors 

and Publishers Lifetime Achievement Award in 

2003, Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres 

in 2004, and Chevalier de la Legion d'honneur in 

2003.   

 

Many thanks to Jack Urich for submitting this 

cover.   

Music to my Ears  

 


