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Presidentõs Letter 

You are probably reading this just a few days or 

weeks before our meeting at Southeastern Stamp 

Expo.  I am excited about our program, exhibits 

and social events, and I hope you share that emo-

tion.  We should have a wonderful weekend, alt-

hough that almost goes without saying.  After all, 

if we are at a stamp show, we are of course having 

a great time.  

 

Our Friday program will start at 11 A.M. at the 

show hotel.  If any of you have seen Bob Mus-

tacichõs Madagascar exhibit, you will already be 

intrigued.  His story of Madagascar is not what 

you might expect.  If there is anyone in the room 

that day who doesnõt learn something from Bob, I 

will be suspect of their claim.   

 

Jim Taylor, a philatelic scholar of St. Pierre and 

Miquelon, will fill us in on rail mail to St. Pierre, 

which is quite a feat.  Of course there is no rail 

service to the islands, so Jim will have to explain 

that to us.  I have seen his presentation slides, 

and it looks like an interesting philatelic subject.  

Our lunch, which I may have mentioned before, 

will be Dutch treat order -in pizza.  Weõll plan 

ahead, probably ordering the pizza around 11:30, 

so if you are going to be there for lunch, be sure to 

get there in time for the order.   

 

A short membership meeting will have the offic-

ers presenting the state of our society.  There re-

ally isnõt much business to transact, although we 

are always in search of volunteers to serve as di-

rectors and officers.  This would be a time to raise 

your hand.  

 

After that Jere Dutt will be enlightening us about 

the Dahomey workhorse pictorial issue, the man 

climbing an oil palm.  He has studied this for sev-

eral years, and will have his exhibit out on the 

show floor, too.  Jere is always animated, especial-

ly when talking about his favorite stamp issue.  

 

All of us must be aware of the terrible fire at 

Notre Dame in April 2019.  Tom Broadhead will 

use philatelic items to tell us about the great ca-

thedral, as well as informing us about the plans 

and prospects for reconstruction.  Having just 

watched an interesting television series about the 

fire, the process of stabilizing what remains and 

possible designs for reconstruction, I can only im-

agine what Tom has discovered to tell us.  

 

Tom Marra has entertained us in the past with 

his fantasy collections, and will again do so in 

Norcross.  By adding philatelic images from auc-

tion catalogs and other sources, Tom presents 

some delightful rarities beyond those in his per-

sonal collection.  It is a great way to attack the 

subject and keep his audience interested.   

 

My piece will be about the 1900 French Congo pic-

torial issue.  While many of us got a leopard 

stamp or two when we were kids, there is much 

more behind these colorful advertisements for the 

Congo.  Be prepared for some new information 

(although much of that will be in my exhibit and 

available at the show) and a bit of entertainment.  

We will close the day with Jim Taylor again talk-

ing to us, this time about Marianne of the Barri-

cades.  I have also previewed these PowerPoint 

images, and I think you will again come away 

with new knowledge.   

 

What a day!  I am so glad that our volunteers 

have come forward to make such scholarship 

available to our attendees.  We should have a 

great day on Friday, January 31.   

 

After all of that we have a wine tasting and din-

ner.  Following what I hope is a good nightõs sleep 

for all of us, we then have two more days at the 

show!  Time to study exhibits, do some shopping, 

socialize with friends and more.   

 

Our society did fill fifty frames at the show with 

competitive exhibits.  One exhibit is devoted to a 
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Editorial  
 

Norval Rasmussen  

non-French philatelic fraudster, but the rest are 

France and its colonies.  I have attended SESE 

several times, and it is a nice venue, the show 

committee is extremely helpful, and the dealers 

have been a good bunch.  

 

So there are my reasons for you to join us in At-

lanta (Norcross).  I hope this was persuasive and 

that we see each other there.  Visit the show web-

site at www.sefsc.org for more information.  Also, 

please register on line at https://stamps.org/

Learn/On -The-Road-Courses.  As of the date I am 

writing this we have ten people signed up.   

 

Again I want to plug our website.  Have you tried 

it yet?  You should!  Go to  

www.franceandcolonies.org and use the password 

òEiffeltoweró which is case sensitive.  Once we 

have membership renewals completed, you will 

get an email from Norval Rasmussen through 

Constant Contact with a new password for 2020.  

Also remember that Larry Rosenblum is looking 

for your suggestions to make our website better.  

You can always send him an email at lar-

ry_fcps@larryr.com.  

 

As a business matter, we had no one step forward 

expressing interest to serve as a director or of-

ficer of our society.  Therefore, the board decided 

to suspend the formality of an election and de-

clare ourselves as serving another term.  Should 

you object, you are likely to get elected in some-

one elseõs place, so be careful!  Seriously, we wel-

come new ideas and new people, so feel free to 

step forward.  

 

Last quarter I offered several assignments to you.  

Letõs see if this works again.  For this quarter, 

please: 

· Sign up to attend our meeting in Janu-

ary ð see www.stamps.org  to do that.  

· V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.franceandcolonies.org.  

· Ensure that Norval Rasmussen has 

your correct email address.  Ras is at 

nrasmu@gmail.com.  

· Make plans to exhibit and attend 

Rocky Mountain Stamp Show in May 

2021. 

 

Itõs a shorter list, but still pretty easy.  Mostly, 

you should get out and enjoy your fellow France 

and colonies philatelists.  Best wishes for a 

healthy and enjoyable 2020.  I hope to see you in 

Norcross at SESE 2020.  

It is uncertain that the printed copy of this issue 

will be in your mailbox ahead of South Eastern 

Stamp Expo but you who use the website and are 

in my address list with constant contact should 

have it later today (Jan 15).  I had my hip re-

placed December 27, 2019  and, therefore,  will 

not see you in Atlanta.  

 

I received a nice mix of articles for this issue.  

Please keep them coming.   

 

The Treasurerõs report is not in this issue but I 

will publish it in April.  

 

We lost 13 members in 2019.  The better news is 

we gained 10 new ones. 
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Stamp Shortages  

In 1885, when the ship with fresh supplies of cur-

rent issue French Colonies stamps was delayed, 

stamp shortages occurred in the more heavily 

used lower face values. Three stamps, 5c, 10c, and 

15c, were authorized to be issued as surcharges 

on the imperforate 40c value of the ôSageõ design 

French Colonies general issue stamps of 1877 in 

stock at the St. Pierre Post Office (Tillard p. 26, 

2014). The surcharge setting had the values of 05, 

10, and 15 (centimes) placed above a horizontal 

bar. ôSPMõ the initials of the colony, in Gothic 

type, were placed below the horizontal bar. Over-

printing was done in black ink.  

 

The 10 on 40 (Scott #2) and the 15 on 40 (Scott 

#3) were issued on August 3, 1885, with a second 

printing released on October 20 (Tillard p. 26, 

St. Pierre & Miquelon: The 1885 Gothic Surcharges  

 5c, 10c, and 15c surcharges on 40c imperforate 

(Scott 1 -3) 

 

James R. Taylor FRPSL  

Figure 1. Canceled block of twenty of the 05/SPM on 40c general issue.  
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2014) while the 05 on 40 (Scott #1) was released 

on December 6, 1885 (Maury, 2011). Tillard gives 

the release date of the 05 on 40 as December 16 

and 17, 1885. 

 

The 05/SPM  

 

The Gothic ôSPMõ overprint on the 05 on 40 

(centimes) stamp (Scott #1) measures 15.5 mm 

wide. The surcharges were applied by hand, using 

two horizontal hand stamps one with two clichés 

and the other with three clichés that surcharged 

two or three stamps at a time. A block of twenty of 

the 05 on 40 stamps is Figure 1 on the preceding 

page. The surcharge often fell in the sheet margin 

(Figure 2), but in this position, the surcharged 

ôlabelõ was without postal validity. The number of 

05/SPM stamps issued was 6,750 (Maury, p. 478, 

2010) 

 

Full sheets of the surcharged stamps were can-

celed to the order of European stamp dealers. Fig-

ure 1 is postmarked by a 23.5mm circular ST 

PIERRE ET MIQUELON/ 21/ DEC  / 85/ * cancel 

with an inner ring of dots. Genuine post office 

cancels added a degree of authenticity to the 

crudely surcharged stamps. Also, many stamp col-

lectors in the 1880s preferred postmarked copies. 

The dealer could simply use scissors to snip off a 

stamp, pair or block from the sheet as a sale was 

made. Perhaps slow sales allowed this large irreg-

ular multiple of 20 to survive intact.  

 

The 10/SPM & 15/SPM  

 

The ôSPMõ on the 10 on 40 (centimes) and 15 on 40 

(centimes) stamps (Scott #2 and 3, 2018) measure 

two different spacings 15.5 mm wide and 17 mm 

wide (Figure 3, Endnote 1). Maury (2011) reports 

the number issued of each was 11,250. Tillard 

(2014) furthers breaks out the number issued as a 

first print run on August 3 of 10,250 and a second 

print run of 1050 issued on October 20, 1885. The 

October 20, 1885 issue is assumed by Tillard to be 

the 17 mm varieties of both the 10/SPM and the 

15/SPM. A block of ten of the 10/SPM shows the 

hand stamp spacings.  

 

An error occurs in one of the clich®s of the ôSPMõ 

on the 10 on 40 (centimes) stamp. The ôMõ in ôSPMõ 

is inverted. These are best collected in a pair (or 

larger multiple) with a normal upright òMõ. 

(Figure 4, Scott #2a). Various paper and sur-

charge varieties on the 05/SPM & 10/SPM are 

shown in Figure 5. Figure 6 shows a block of four 

of the 15/SPM stamp. Various varieties on the 10/

SPM & 15/SPM are shown in Figure 7.  

 

The 10/SPM Inverted "M" Mystery   

 

The 'Inverted M Mystery' was featured in an arti-

cle in January 2007 (Taylor). The mystery was the 

1885 10/SPM surcharge on the 40c imperforate 

French Colonies stamp (Scott #2a). The surcharge 

variety 'inverted M' in horizontal pairs in a survey 

of eight horizontal pairs always had the variety on 

the left stamp! Jean-Jacques Tillard (2006) noted 

that the surcharge handstamp was struck by one 

Figure 2. 05/SPM with left marginal sur-

charge canceled on piece.  

Figure 3. Block of ten of the 10/SPM  

Figure 4. Pairs of 10/SPM with inverted ôMõ on left stamps. 



France and Colonies Philatelist  No. 339 (Vol. 76, No. 1), January 2020  7 

 

of two types arranged horizontally. One type com-

posed of 2 clichés and another composed of 3 cli-

chés. Jean-Jacques wanted to determine from 

which hand stamp contained the error 'inverted 

M'. He surveyed collectors for scans of the variety 

in pairs with the normal stamp. Remarkably of 

the eight pairs he was able to verify - all the pairs 

show the inverted variety in the left stamp!  

 

A recent single copy of the inverted M variety pro-

vides a clue to this apparent anomaly. The stamp 

has a fine, well struck, centered surcharge 

(Taylor, 2008). The stamp has four margins and 

wide upper and left margins, which indicate that 

the specimen is cut from the top upper left margin 

of the pane. If this is the common position of the 

stamp or a position on the left side of panes, then 

this may explain the mystery. Possibly all the 

Scott #2a stamps occur on the left margins of 

sheets. In horizontal pairs, the inverted M' would 

then only occur on the left stamp. Old -time stamp 

Figure 5. Various paper and surcharge varieties on the 05/SPM & 10/SPM.  

Figure 6. Block of four of the 15/SPM.  

Figure 7. Various varieties on the 10/SPM & 15/SPM  

Narrow spacing 15c on 40c  
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dealers probably cut the stamps into pairs and 

cut off the left selvage to improve symmetry and 

saleability. While this is a possible explanation of 

the mystery, additional multiples from these 

sheets, if they are still intact, may confirm it.  

 

The 10/SPM & 15/SPM with SPM 17mm wide  

    

Figure 8 shows singles and pairs of the 10/SPM & 

15/SPM with SPM 17mm wide (Endnote1). Figure 

9 shows singles of the 10/SPM & 15/SPM with 

SPM 17mm wide used together on a piece. The 17  

mm spacing appears to be from the stamps of the 

second print run of 1,050 issued on October 20, 

1885 (Tilliard p.26, 2014).  
 

Gothic Stamps on Cover  

 

The Gothic surcharged stamps are very scarce to 

rare on covers. The cover shown in Figure 10 is 

postmarked with the 23mm diameter circular, 

with an inner ring of dots, ST PIERRE ET MI-

QUELON / AOUT cancel. A Receiving mark is the 

29 mm diameter circular BOSTON F. D. / AUG / 

20 / 1885/  PAID. The cover is back stamped with 

the 25.5 mm circular AUG 20 86/ C/ 10 AM Can-

cel. A 10/SPM and a 15/SPM with narrow spacing 

surcharged values prepay the 25 centime letter 

rate to the United States via Halifax, Nova Sco-

tia.  

 

Another cover in Figure 11 has the narrow spac-

ing 10c on 40c and 15c on 40c vermilion, pair of 

each = 50c rate to France tied by red ST. PIERRE

-MIQUELON 17 SEPT  85 circular date stamp 

strikes on a registered envelope with red boxed 

"R". The Paris railway transit cancel CALAIS À 

PARIS/ 8/ OCT./  85/ A, and the Gironde OCT./ 

9/ 85 receiver are on the reverse.  

 

Conclusions  

 

The second printing of October 20, 1885, was 

probably the source of the Gothic 10/SPM and 15/

SPM with the ôSPMõ 17 mm wide. The second 

Gothic print run reported as 1050 makes these 

varieties harder to find. Any of the Gothic sur-

charges on cover are very desirable. The 05/SPM 

with the relatively low printing of 6,750, its popu-

larity as a St. Pierre & Miquelon #1 (according to 

the Scott Catalog) means it enjoys a catalog pre-

mium.  
             

 

Endnotes  
1. The Scott catalog shows the 10c on 40 and the 15c 

on 40 with the ôSPMõ 17 mm wide as a footnote.  Til-

lard (2014, p. 32) measures the wider SPM as 

16.75mm. I have used 17mm, the ôroundedõ value used 

by Scott (2018) and Maury (2010) in the text.  
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