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Presi dent ©s

hat a difference a few months can

make. My first wish is that this finds

every one of you in good health. Our
members are certainly in the age group most at
risk from Wuhan virus / Covid -19, and we need to
take care of ourselves. | live in Akron, Ohio, as
many of you know, and our county is reporting
steadily increasing cases, hospitalizations and
deaths, just as in the rest of the United States.
Perhaps by the time this is in your mailbox the
rate of increase will have slowed. We can always
hope.

Any of you who use the internet are of course see-
ing encouragement to delve into philately while
we are cooped up. Our hobby is a great indoor ac-
tivity. My only disappointment so far is that the
APRL is not an essential service, so just when we
want some research assistance, the APRL is also
closed. Rats. But we can still correspond with
friends to access their knowledge and indirectly
access their libraries. That means me, too, and if
you give me an excuse to avoid some other chore,
your inquiries will be most welcome!

The disappointment resulting from social distance
orders overshadows memories of the recent past.
Our meeting in Norcross, GA, was really fun,
which you will see elsewhere in our journal. Our
speakers kept everyoneds
esting subjects, entertaining oral comments and
pictures. With luck we will get some or all on our
website before long and you can also experience at
least the visual portion.

The meals were also fun, from the pizza lunch to
the Saturday banquet. With members, spouses
and friends drifting in and out of the social

events, it was all but impossible not to have a
good time. The at -the-frames tour on Sunday also
drew a few of us as we got up close and personal

Lett er

with our exhibits. It was among the best meet-
ings we have had in recent years.

Southeastern Stamp Expo (SESE) deserves
thanks for their special attention to us. Most ap-
preciated was the trophy for the best one -frame
French area exhibit. | hope we can continue
providing such a cool award at future meetings.
The board will discuss at our May meeting.

The show committee also organized a wine tast-
ing, so between donations from our members and
the show committee, we sampled some positively
delicious French wines. If the board and Rocky
Mountain Stamp Show committee agree, we will

try this again when we next meet. Scott Mark

and his team made us feel very welcome.

Just five weeks later | was at the Garfield -Perry
March Party, my home show. It has the distinc-
tion of being the last World Series of Philately
stamp show before social distancing. We were
lucky, because one of the dealers became ill (never
tested for Wuhan virus) when he got home, as did
his wife a short time later. The word spread
quickly, so many of us were self -quarantined for
the remainder of the fourteen days following the
show. To my knowledge no one else reported ill-
ness. We were all fortunate, and the dealer and
hisvife both aré recaveredh  t hei r i

There was more good news. Just like SESE, the
March Party had lots of attendees and a lot of
stamps, covers and money changed hands. Our
hospitality room was full every night, even spill-
ing into the hallway after the banquet. The at-
tendees, dealers, hotel employees and show com-
mittee all made the show a wonderful place to be.
And now we are at home with time on our hands
and collections that can certainly use study and
appreciation. Thinking back to our meeting at

nter -
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SESE, | would hope that several of you are decid- level of free use (zoom.us), we had a family din-

ing on a topic to present in Denver next year. | ner, with video and voice interaction. It was cer-

really hope that we can fill Friday with another tainly fun, and we had a go
set of presentations that will inform and enter- little awkward when several people want to talk

tain the attendees. SESE set a high bar, but not at the same time, but that was a small inconven-

so high that we cand6t do 3epcewel | or better.

But, you say, thatodos a | oLeofs Wos&k ahesdd tid DITemv &re.

So | have another idea (not a new one). Practice tations put on us by the pandemic_ We will get

by writing an article for our journal! | have al- through this difficult time. Last quarter | closed
ready drafted one over the course of last week. with my wish that we all have a healthy and en-
After some editing, completing the footnote refer- joyable 2020. Those words are still my message.
ences and ensuring there are enough illustra- Keep your distances. Enjoy your friends and fam-
tions, it should be in the journal next quarter. | ily as well as your stamp collection and other hob-
even wrote much of it while binge watching a bies.

couple of Netflix shows-. That 6s why | need to re

read and edit before | send it off to Ras. Ed '[ ] I
Itoria

You are probably tired of reading that same mes-

sage every column, but its importance remains &

our journal depends on you. An interesting jour- Norval Rasmussen

nal helps attract more members. Writing about

your collecting interests also creates a market for

your materials when you are ready to sell. You

di scover things you didndét know before.

efits are many.

We have our next meeting scheduled for Memori- | have been notifying members of the availability

al Day weekend 2021 in De Rihedfull coloyigsgesof the, france,& ¢ojpnies
plan very much, but we can sure be working on Philatelist on our website. Of the 185 journal re-
exhibits. We had fifty frames of competitive ex- cipients, | have email addresses for 144. Of these

hibits in Atlanta, and | hope we do even better in 144, 70% open the email. Nine email addresses
Denver. are incorrect and the message bounces. The mes-

sage is, if you have been receiving the Constant
A quick note about our website 8 the new pass- Contact emails things are good. If you have not,
word is ONotredameo with aN§ ngegd yopriemgil aq‘drg%,iiftygul want {org- o
no spaces or punctuation. You will see that in ceive the electronic color version of the journal.
the Constant Contact message from our vice pres-
ident and editor, Norval Rasmussen, when he
announces the arrival of this current journal.

This issue is short, just as was last April. | hear
of several items in the pipeline so look forward to
July and October.

Hereds an idea our family i mplemented. We have
children and grandchildren in north Georgia, Co-

lumbus, OH, and Venice, CA. Using Zoom, a

commercial internet service that allows a certain
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France: 1934 8th National Anti
Campai gn

OSt ampo

OCal mette t he
James R. Taylor FRPSL
Introduction

Doctor Albert Calmette (1863 -1933), the distin-
guished and revered French biochemist, gained
fame with collaborator veterinarian Camille
Guérin (1872-1961), for developing the Bacillus
Calmette -Guérin (BCG) vaccine (Towey, 2015).
The BCG vaccine worked against the scourge of
Tuberculosis (TB). An evil since ancient times, TB
kiled millions. In recent times, Bacillus i
Mycobacterium tuberculosis was, for more than
half a century, thwarted by the BCG vaccine
(Perrot, 2020).

In countries where TB or leprosy is prevalent,
one dose is recommended for healthy babies. The
vaccine is given by injection, as close to the time
of birth as possible. The BCG vaccine was first
used in 1921. The vaccine is on the World Health
Organi zationds List of
2019), the safest and most effective essential med-
icines.

The Calmette Tribute

Calmette passed away in 1933 at 70 years old.
The Comité National de Défense Contre la Tuber-
culose in Paris launched its 8th National Anti -
Tubercul osi s 0Stampbé C
year. In homage to Calmette, his picture was fea-
tured on the 1934 series of non -postal labels sold
to raise money to fight the dread disease. The
portrait of Calmette, used on the labels, was en-
graved by Henri Lucien Cheffer (1880 -1957), well
known for his fine engravings produced for
French postage stamps. Nestlé, the Swiss food
and beverage firm, famous for baby formula, was
a big supporter of the anti -TB &6 St amp 0
and its logo-type appears in the label selvage,

Es

-Tuberculosis

Savi or of

booklet covers, and on glassine envelopes. Larger
labels were sold in glassine envelopes.
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SAUVEUR DES TOUT-PETITS =
R LE VACCIN BCG -

1. Imperforate, ungummed, proof pair in issued colors

Bookl et 0O0Stampsod

A rare imperforate, plate proof, pair of the
Calmette label with marginal advertisements is
Figure 1. The labels were distributed to schools
in France where students sold them in booklets of
20 for 2 francs or ten centimes each (Figures 2, 3,
and 4) in aid of the Committee. The booklet mim-
icked the stamp booklets issued by the French
goestnO{fi?e qu intﬁwgedttpe csqlvggg gdve(tiﬂ'ﬂq [9r
Nestlé and Suchard chocolate. The Nestlé prod—
ucts advertised are
and OFar i ne Jemiched®flow).
stamp size labels were widely used, attached to
the front or back of postal covers (Figure 5).

A large, lithographed poster 800 x 600 mm adver-

a mpised thenavailabiity of theosheletcamdi baoglet la-

bels (Figure 6). It was a public interest promotion
by the French Minister of Public Health (US Dept

of Health, 2020). The attractive sign was a tan -
colored or discolored white production with black
and red | ettering. The
at the top. The image, in color, is an enlarged re-
production of the 1934 anti -TB stamp, featuring a
portrait of Albert Calmette flanked by two redou-
hlenmmied grnsses symbols of the anti -TB cam-
paign. Text, below the stamp, hails Calmette as

oLai't
(Time | k
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La profection des fout-petifs

Dans sa communication du 28 Janv

I"Académle de Médecine, le Professeur ICe;\L1hgﬂ1E9'i'Tg
signalait qu'a Lille, pendant I'occupation ennemie
la mortalité des adultes ne cessa d‘augmenter'
alors que maigré la suppression du lait de vache‘
la mortalité infantile fut trés faible, grace au lait
c_oncentré sucré. ' L'expérience, dit-il, a montré
Iexcellgnce tout a fait remarquable de ce régime
Avec !u§age exclusif du lait concentré sucré noé
consultat:pns de nourrissons... ont vu dispavraitre
les entérites et les troubles gastro-intestinaux
?uquels, av§nt la guerre, succombaient & Lille 18
a21 % des bébés au cours de la premiére année ',
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the savior of children through his work on the de-
velopment of the BCG vaccine. Publisher infor-
mation is included at the bottom of the poster.
Handwritten text in Arabic script often appears

at the bottom of the posters for use in French
North Africa .

MINISTERE DE LA SANTE PUBLIQUE
DE L'EDUCATION PHYSIQUE

Sheet O0Ostampsbo

The Cal mette 0 s pastad,p dign- a

= CALMETTE SAUVUR DES TOUT-PETITS M denominated, gummed label, shows Albert
TR e e Calmette flanked by the double -barred Crosses in

red, the symbol of the fight against TB. The label

A c h e T e z is year dated 1934. The non -postal labels were

produced by the French National Anti -
Ie nouveau timbre Tuberculosis Committee and printed by  Impri-
anfifuberculeux

merie A. Delrieu. They were printed in sheets of
100 (10 x 10). A partial sheet of 25 labels is Fig-
Calmeﬂe sauveur des fout: peh’fs

ure 7. The single 35 x 29 mm label was the same
size as contemporary French commemorative
stamps.

v o v et e

6  Publicity poster by the French Ministry of Health shows an
enlarged Calmette label
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Large O0Stampso

Figure 8 is a proof of the engraved vignette of

Calmette by Cheffer used on large ungummed,

non-postal, labels with simulated die -cut

operforationsdé in a size 107 mm x 153 mm. The
labels were sold with face values of 5, 10, and 50

francs (Figures 9, 10, and 11). Too large to attach

to |l etters, these Ostampsdé were wused as home or
automobile window decals to show support for the
anti-TB cause. Each of the | arge Ostampsd was

sold enclosed a glassine envelope, printed on both
sides (Figures 12 front and 13 back). Figure 12
has the estimated total funds raised for 1934 at
1,600,000 francs. An advertisement from the
main sponsor, NESTLE, appears in Figure 13. A
publicity photo facsimile of the 5 franc stamp ap-
peared in color on the cover of the popular Paris
Le P, lerin magazine (Figure 14).

9. Large 5f Calmette label

8. Henri Lucien Chefferds engraved proof of the vignette showing
Albert Calmette

The Department overprints

The smaller 35 x 29 mm stamps are also known

overprinted with Metropolitan France Depart-

ment names in red ink with san -serif capital let-

ters in the lower margin of the labels (Figure 15).

| have identified the following Departments with

overprinted labels in alphabetic order: AUDE, /DUJH | &DOPHWWH ODEHO



