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The 1943 

5t L10nnais Arms 

Broken Tail Varietl 

Thanks to our Malden (Mass.) chapter, and to 
arl E. Hunnewell ot that ohapter and tor the 

membership thereot, we show this intere sting lllt 
little known variety on the lower stamp ot the 
pair here piotu~4. 

This stamp, No. 460 ot Soott, also oomes in 
two other varieties: 

Impertorate 
Without the red printing. 

Presumabl,y the broken tail variety oomes in 
eaoh ot these a180, but .e have no report that 
it has been so seen. 

The impert. an d no-red-print varietl es both 
are tairly soaroe but by no means "rarities ot 
the tirst order." We learn that there are not 
as many ot the Broken Ta1l known as ot e1 ther 
ot the others. 

The Broken Tail var1ety 1s det1n1tely scarce 
as a used stamp,or on cover alone or with some 
other stamp or the reguler 5t Lyonna1s. 

-----------------
Majer Change in Postmark Dating 
tor ITanoe aDd Algeria. 

Year dates are in :rull, trom the 
start ot 1948, instead ot 1n two 
numerals only, aooord! ng to Mr. 
G. Chap1er, in the Pebruary 1948 
"~rgus Ph1late11que". Thia plan 
also has been extended to post
marks 'ot MOroooo,we le.ra. 



Jle:;tft' AmoN th'lIt ---= ot "rUNG •• 

Bl Robert G. stone .and Ralph HoUa1s.r. 
( ConUII_Uon) 

II. 'th. _11 D.ttll Poaturka,lSSl-18'18. 

6

B.l8tivelJ llttla II •• 1ntoruUon .bout t.bIIi. 
h.a cOla~ to h.nd .ince laD&lo1a and Bour.e1.t. 
1927. Only thr •• major ~1P18 wert 1ntroduo.d bl 
th' lrenoh JlartiniClue po_t.l aerYio. trom lS80 
to lS79. On. tlP1 underwent • nuab er ot III1nor 
~ar1.t10n in tont •• pe111_, -and t1.uron •••• well 
a. ohang •• oau •• d by I'"' Two more tl~a wer. 
t8sued bl or tor the .rl~l~ P.ck.t Asenol .t 
Martiniqu •• 

(Thh tlpe 11.t 1.t a.1t- tie 
'ort de Frano.). 

Z. Mlliuwr'~fed 'Iybl' 0trol •• a6-2.. ame r . ~ ~r oua 
wor41qa: 

SAl1ft' PIJ:RU MA.R'l'INI~1 • 
5-pointed star at ~ottom, D.t. 
in center 1n thr •• 1iDl •• 
Bl.ok, lSU-'S. red leU. 
So_ ... t aoero •• 

5 ••• s last. ~.p 
Lett.rs .nd numben ot th. dat e 
are smaller,narrower and oloa.r 
tos.th.r. Bl.ck, 1856-1S62 • 
.rter lS57.th. tl.urOD ... 
worn and baa • pOillt in tbe (Ko p10tur. 
oenter. By 1860 the entlr. to be had' 
d .... lo. b.oe_ b"U" worn .• 
Verl oOllll1on. 

Same •• l •• t t.o. 
'l'h. tl.uron ia small.r and 
uaudl.l has a dot in the 
o.nt... Blaok. 1859-1SM. 
COlllllon. 

rOR'l'-DI-lRJltCI JWlTllilQ,u • 
Small 6-pointed tleu;on .t 
bot to.. uat. in three lin .. 
in oenter. Black; ~~-leM. 
Somewbat .o.ro •• 
We Bat. t-o Mmit I
... 

On No. 36, tront paS
tlrat tour lin.. .hould
diaoardecl. o.ar tao. 1.
 
3. ,,,11 dOM~l' 01i01., 24 am. diamet.r. Th. 

1 •• 1' eire • or oh. 

• IIAIl'1'IJIl~ • (n .. ot poat ottloe'. 
Ottl0.a .... :prlor to lS79: 

.lJoupa-Bouill0. 
'ort-At-frallo. 
Gloe-lion. 
llarb 
PtUt-Bour, 
M.P1trl'l 
'Ir1a1t4 

Blaok or blue. 18M-1893. · Dat. in oenter in 
thr •• llu.. Ve1'1 oOlllllOn to aoaroe. dep~ 
in, on the ortlo •• 

('th. ....ri.U.. ot thla tJP! all appeared atter 
1 878) • 

4. ilfH: OifOl! ~E:mPI't byaurrINIcm. ( a. or H r lP')' 
Ottl .. name ill aro, in 80th10~~\N'Q 
oapU.la. 25 JIll. dl ... t.r. ~ P 7<-
Dat. 111 oenter 11l t.o 11n.a. "C A I (I) 
Lett ... below dat.. ''@/ISS2 
Blaok. l~S-D!o. lS78. ~~~ 

!'hla 1a the poatark ot the 
BriUall Pack.t •• 1 at St. Pierre 
It .., .1.0 h.~. be.n us.d at 'or'-d.-France. 
tor. ahort.r tl ... It i. not GO_ .t.tber the 
.leenol used the .ark. or it •• a 8h.n tot h e 
~renoh po.t ottio. to ua. in the ..&pnoy'. b.
halt. '1'h1a .ark appear. rr-.u.ntlr. but by no 
_an •• 1"18 on the baoka ot l.tter. dispatched 
via tbl British ROlal ~l bo.ta. The Frenoh 
poatmarks mar also appear on the oov.r(fao. or 
back). In .uoh oase th.y usualll art dated • 
d.l or .0 .arll.r than tbe BrU1 __ rk. Soar ... 
(St. article bl Stone • .bllllriou PM1., .April 19':f 

5. SlM1, olroll, 20 _. diam.t.r. _.' 
IWft"In month and day/ 1.ar/ PJID 

Thi. mark wa. r.gistered in the G.P.O. at 
London as hav1ng been i-..1 to the Britiah 
Paoket AsenOl .t Mart1nlque in 186~ or 
lS6'. But lt haa ne~.r been aeen used On • 
l.tt.r. It tound, 1t should be on tao. ot 
the oo .... r. in red. 
t

 
 

--------------------
Frano •• 1S52 E ••• ,. -

Bi c. i. :Arez.r 1l1li2. 

(
". go 11E-B . 2IS Centime • . 
I: roa .... 's.y-Proot Size of design 18 .5>:22 mm. 

J'ournal, J'ul1 19'3) a . Lithographed with chemical Ink 

Es •• yed,by M. P1chot of P otttera. 
Messai de Cayen ne" 

U E-B. 

chaugeable when wet, overprin ted 
with a horizontal net work ot fine 
mesh wavy lines In dull ligh t yel-
low on white wove paper. " 
11 b /2 dull light orange 
13 J / 3 dl8mal Vi deep y-orge. -
17 a / 2 dull v . vivId o-yellow -
45 1/ 4 smoky deep b-g-b lue -

Arthur Maury In h is Hlstorle des 
Tlmbres-Poste Francais also IIst8 the 
following which have n ot been: seen 
by t h is committee for cataloging . 

car mine 
red~brown 
vIolet 
lilac 

b. on yellow paper 
black 
--But We Haft '1'0 • 

', 1n aaking 1t up, the 
ha~. H.n out out --and 
r.d • 



7
The MOnt-Saint-Michel 5t Type. or Die.: 

Do they Intergrade? 

Copies or thia 1930-31 stamp,Scott No.. 2,g 
and 250, 5t brown, now and then oome along that 
are hard to p1aoe as to whioh die they are. The 
raot i. clearly emerging tbat the two supposed 
die. Or types are not sharply separated: that 
the break in the spire develop. gradually. 

Copies have been seen with the break hardly 
v1aible, very short. Then a .erie. oan be made 
up, with the bre ak 1ncreae1n g in length -- al.o 
with an "interlllldiate oond1t1on" in which there 
are two short breaks. 

The illustrations in Scott'a oata10g are tar 
trom satiaractory on this teature. Thia ariaea 
tram their being old and worn,and thua taU to 
represent the aotual s1 tuation. 

In your ed1 tor's judgment., the claasitiold.on 
or the unbroken apire variant with heavier or 
more extensive cloud etrects in the aky aa Type 
a by Soott and by the Br1tish cata10c ot Stan
ley Gibbons, - wi th dates ot 1930 end 1929 given, 
probablY ls not valld. Yvert, we note,reversea 
these and gives 1930 date tor both. 

• real study ot the matter, using oovera ad 
stamp. sbowing earlieat detea at u. ,aa well aa 
unu.ed stampa to ahow the variatlon ot break in 
aplre, might well be a useful oontribution. The 
intormation 1. really needed. 

ur. Carl stephenaon, our member,ahowed your 
editor the material which gave riae to what la 
he re sugg as t e4. 
Reversed Maker's Name Oddlty -- SYrla 

HEllO OSlA~It>UAV 
Paat Pre.ldent lA.gor ot the Group baa .hown 

the .ditor oopie. at Syr1a Noa. 815 and 2~, om 
whloh the printer'a name, Taualrardt at lower 
right COrner ia revered. Be mantlone. that the 
teat was oommunicated to him by aomeone who had 
the idea that it was a rare "error." 

Theae stamps are the 0.75t red ot 1932 and 
the O.25t on O.75t ot 1938. 

Xxamination ot severel other copies ot the.e 
stampa indioates that the reversed name is the 
regular thing: that apparently all subject. in 
the .heet heve thl. varlety • .1t lsn't a varlety 
amonl the 0.75t atamps but a teature ot allot 
the oopi_ ot it. 

But examinat10n ot other valu .. ot thl. .et 
ot at amp. , the 193O-3& .et aa lls~d by Scott , 
.hows no ocourrenoe ot th. rever.al oa any~er 
value. 
THE NXW S_MVIOK 

Went or exchange notices ;members only B)ne or two 
inaertions only; no char~. Those replring will 
please otter only wbat is esked tor here. 

I have some takea at .arly issues and 
Inohor cancellatlons. Want to exchange? 
Bax '7 Planetarlum Station,New York 2', 
(IfIImber no. 16) 

so_ 
lInsy, 
N.Y. 

Baok number, ot the F. & C. Phllateliat oan be 
bid trombe Seoretary. Almo.t all exoept the 

very ear11eat are on hand. 
T~ Sa~ used, ott or on oover, showing dates 

ore Une 1 1876 wanted. Price eaoh one by 
itaelt, please. S.G.Rioh, Verona, New Jer-

aey (W8mber nO.2) 
 
A Philatell0 Friendship 

By Everel F. Keys 

About ten years ago, ln trying to seoure 
oertain stamps ot ~ameroon on oover, ona ettort 
ot mine was made by a oommunioation to the 
postmaster at Kibri. Atter a long period in 
which there wa. no response, I addressed a 
.econd letter to him. Some ttme later, there 
came to me a letter trom a Mr. Xssam Mois" ot 
the cuatoms service at Xibri. In it, he called 
attention to my oorrespondenoe to "his friend 
the Postmaster,~ and steted that he would send 
IE the stamps whioh I wanted. 

FollOwing this, a triendly and very inte~ 
ing correspondeno. was oarrled on with Mr. 
Kolae until Jalllary H40. Then it abruptlY0&D8 
to an end. Several letters were torwarded to 
hi. eddress. But, reoelvlng no reply,I deoided 
that perhapa he had been oelled into the armed 
sarvioe. ot his oountry, and because ot the 
censorahip,wa. unable to tell lIIIII the situation. 

Issiam l6ois.- wa. no t a a tamp oolleot or, though 
I dld send him our Femous Amerioans aeriea on 
oov.r, complet •• He wes intensely interested in 
music. At one time be asked intormatlon on and 
the addresa.s ot,manutaoturers and dealers who 
could supply tolding organs,preterably seoond 
hand. 

Thro~Sh our oorrespondence, he learned that 
I wishad mr Frenoh Colonlal stamp. 1a used 
oondit 1oa, on oover it possi ble. In vie. ot 
that ,M sen t me in November 1939 a hand carved 
ivory latter-opener with ~ in1tials on one 
side ot tla handle, and deoorated wi th a mini
ature ivory elephant at the very tip ot the 
handle. 

fbi addre.s card attaohed to the package in 
whlob the letter-opener wa. sent, as well a. an 
aocompanying letter,were both tranked with U. 
stampa ot Cameroon ot 1939, the New York Worl~ 
Falr and Revolutlon Anniversary sets, and the 
regular seri.a,Soott numbers 225 to 251. In 
translt this plokage and env.lope were 80 badly 
damaged that it was advisable to remove the 
stamps. On soaking them ott. I tound that about 
halt ot the stamps carried a bl*lah-green line 
drawn straight aoroas the narrower dimension ot 
each stamp, on its baok. These linea wlthstood 
the aoaking very w.ll,end ere still oonspicuous 
on the backs ot the atamps. However, thelr 
purpose is not known to me. 

Betore thia date,Mr. ~ise hed bean transtep 
red to Douala. His Christmas greeting, reoelved 
on Jan •• ,194O,was the last direot word which I 
had trom him. His letters, the hand carved and 
beautitul ivory letter opener, together with 
the stampa and covers whioh he sent _,oontinue 
to be • testimonial ot the splrit of triendship 
whioh is toaterat around the world through our 
atamp oollaoting hobby. 

The last three temporary or occasloD 
postmarks used in Franoe in 19'7. 

(Court •• , L'Arsu- Phi1atellque) 
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Plate Break on 5 Franos Type Merson. 

Hr. George Tisserant,our member whose enjoy
ment is to discorer varieties on stamps, and to 
trace th e developman t ot suoh varieties, sends a 
series ot tour ot the 5t blue and butt, Type L. 
O. Merson, issued 1900,No.130 ot Franoe in the 
Soott Catalog. They show 
e rather intriguing bmak 
in the trama line, UDder 
SB ot FRANC.lISE, with 1be 
growth ot this variety. 
All the stamps are used 
in 1923, by the dates in 1\l~t I b. 
the postmarks. -__ ~ 

The break s1a rts as a _iII."~. 
t 

narrow one under the spaoe bet _en S aDd B. It 
beoomes wider. A new break under the right-hand 
end ot E· starts, and the line between the two 
breaks beoomes thin.Finally, the entlre 11ne is 
absent under SE and base ot the label at the 
rlght hend end; and under .lI, the line both is 
thin and shows turther breaks starting. 
Numeral Canoellation look by Kremer. 

Brainerd Kremer has publlshed, in June 1948, 
a Check Llst ot Frenoh Numeral CancellatiOns. 

Thls book brlngs together i~ oonvenient form 
tor carrying around, the ldentitications ot the 
Frenoh numeral oancellations, including those 
ot Algerle, ot Offioes Abroad, and the Parls 
Stars. It ls based on Langlols and Venezi8ni t s 
book, as are all such lists published anywhere. 
The typographical errors whlch marred lists 8S 
prevlously published ln thls country,are absem.. 

~r. Kremer bas admitted to your edltor thet 
a numerioal list in addition to the alphabetl0 
one would have been ot greet use; but reasons 
ot keeping down oost and bulk made suoh a list 
impraotlcable. 

·The Kremar bOok will not make the sheets ot 
numeral oancellatlons whloh we turnlsh to our 
members useless. Meny ot us care enou8h tor the 
numerals to welcome these lists, but do not do 
enough in this t ield to justity sending $2.501;0 
buy this book. We shall continue to provide the 
sheets. 

~. Kremer·s book l s a tine axample ot photo 
ottset print 1ng trom typed originals, and it is 
most oonveniant to use. AuthOr-publisher's ad
dress is 211 Glenridge Ave.,Montcl air,N.J. (F. 
& C.Group member No.8). 
SBCRBTARY'· S RBPORT 

his number ot the Philatelist goes to press so 
lose to No. 37, as the Edltor ls getting up to 
ate, that no additional report beyond that in 
o. 37 is inoluded. 

s the Secretary will probably be away tor some 
ime, perhaps on several oocasions, during the 
ummer, and busled wi th summer dolngs at other 
lmes, will members please allow for suoh delay 
s may thus oocur in handling the ir letters? 
"FRANCE LIBRE" SURCHARGES ON 
AIR STAMPS OF FRENCH GUIANA 

• 
by EDMOND QUEYROY 

• 
... s the aCCQmpanying photograph 
.t1l. shows, the French Guiana Air 

Mail set CI/CB was surcharged 
'·FRANCE LIBRE," in 1943. 

this "issue, and at the same time five cov
ers were sent to me. The Post Office at 
Cayenne feeling sure of Algier accep
tance, sold 300 sets of the surcharged 
mint Air Mail stamp and twenty five cov
ers were sent within the colony itself. 
But the next day Cayenne received a· 
cable from Algier saying: ''We can not 
give our consent to this issue." Cayenne 
sent a new reque~t, but Algier maintain

As many collectors of Air Mail and ed its decision. 
French Colonies do not know the facts The remainder of this issue was then 
about this issue, I will explain the story destroyed by a Commission. After the 
by documents received. refusal of Algier, the Cayenne authori-

Being very interested in all surcharg- ties had in mind to commemorate the 
ed Free French stamps, I sent a cable to 
Cayenne asking for information as soon change in allegiance by a special past
as I received flve covers from French mark cachet bearing a date, and in the 
Guiana with stamps showing t1lis sur- center "FRANCE LIBRE." They had a 
charge. However, I have waited a long hou:d time having the cachets made. Only 
time to get the information I wanted to one man was qualified for this kind of 
know. Since the arrival of those five work. One cachet was ordered for each 
covers, I have written thirty-eight reg- post office in Guiana and lnini. 
lStered letters to my correspondents and The one available man was kept very 
to the Postmasterl After my effort, I am busy, and was able after a certain period 
now able to give all the- informat"lon to to deUver only two postmarks for Guiana 
collectors, who, I am sure, Will find it in- and two for Inini. But few envelopes 
teresting. carried this scarce cancellation "FRANCE 

French Guiana became Free French LIBRE." Most of the letters sent in the 
in March 1943. On this occasion the colony were passed from hand to hand 
Post Office at Cayenne, by authorization to avoid the censor, and the envelopes 
of the Governor, made all efforts to com- sent outside of French Guiana were very 

few in number. 
memomte this event by a surcharge print- These dated France Libre cachets 
ing on stamps. The first chosen was the d 
Air Mail set, Scott Cl/CS. The chief were estroyed after the end of the war 

in Europe in November 1945. We find 
difficulty which arose was to have blocks envelopes and stamps bearing this can
made up for the surcharge, but after a cellatlon "FRANCE LIBRE" on Air Mail 
sliort time a few sheets were surcharged Scott Cl/CB. On stamps "Aide aux Com
with. the overprint "FRANCE LIBRE". battants" (Guiana and Inini) Entraide 

As soon as the s~ps were ready, five 5Fs+20F and very few envelopes with 
sets were sent to the Free French Gov- stamps of Guiana 1929-40 ), Inini (1932-
emment at Algier, aOOng pen'nission for 40 ). 

(Reprinted trom Airpost Journal, 
November 1947) 
~

FRANCI - PRIl-RS'fOLIITIOJlART 8ToIIIPUsa COVill 

 R;~·';~·1:7r!:~'· 
(Reprinted 
trom 
Postal 
Markings, 
1936) 

A.J.H.RlcbaroaoD'a;bla traclDI. 
rroa ODe Jacoblt •• al1. fro. IDlland. wrltt.n 
to &IlOtll_r a.r Yll1C In tb. ar'IIJ 0" "arabal SUI 
d~rlng til. War of tb' 8D~1.b SUcc ... lon. 


