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I T is perhaps fitting that we should reproduce in 
this issue the Oradour commemorative stamp 
of 1945, a recent Sunday marked the 

anniversary of the hid-
eous massacre which in 
a few hours turned the 
peaceful French town 
of Oradour, far remote 
from the fighting in 
Normandy, into a place 
of death and desola tion 
Even after four years 
of horror, this useless 
act of1:errorism turned 
the blood cold in the 
views of all civilised 
p eople . 

Intended to crush 
the indomitableFrench 
spirit, act u a II y it 
spllrred on the French 
patriots, then in the 
last stages of their 
long concealed an d 
carefully p I a nn e d 
operations for th e 
l ib era t ion of the 
country, in co-operation with their allies from the 
Nazi terror. 

We do not print the horrifying de tails of this 
deliberate and cold-blooded crime: they may be 
J:ead in the official account· of the tragedy published 
by the French government . From a philatelic 
point of view we note that the commemorative 
stamp depicts with masterly restraint· the culmin
ating horror of the death of the women and children 
over 500 in number, who had been herded into the 
church before the sacred building was systema.tically 
fired. by the German murderers. 

• Oradou" VUi01l 4' Epourvante, oJWrage of/ieUl, pa, Pac"" .. ej 
Masjrand, Pari$ : CiI4,les Uwau.elll <I Cu, l~. 

Designed and engraved by Maureen Raoul 
Serres the stamp bears unmistakeable evidence of 
its manufacture in the Atelier de la Fabrication des 

Timbres at Par is . 
Prin ted in taille-douce 
on the us u a 1 un
watermarked paper , 
and perforated 131 
the issue amounted 
to 41 millions. The 
stamp was selling in 
Paris in Apri l last a t 
twice face-value. By 
the end of Februa ry 
the surcharge of 2 
francs had augmented 
the National Oradour 
Relief Fund by over 
5i million francs . 

The national fund 
had a lso be augmented 
b y the Oevres Philateli 
ques D'Oradour 
(Oradour Philatelic 
R elief Fund) organised 
by Monsiuer Tournier 
of C i e u x (H a u t e 

Vienn e) in his capacity of Administrator of the 
nationa l fund. . For the Oevres Philateliquet: 
st amps contributed by generous philatelists in 
France and other coun tries are sold by auction 
and the proceeds are devoted to the purchase of 
Savings Bank Books for the many small children 
orphaned by the tragedy . 

The special cachet here illustrated was in use, we 
understand, for less than a fortnight . As will be 
seen, it depicts the ruins of the church and one of 
the sign-boards now placed at the town entrances, 
bearing the inscription :-
ORADOUR - SUR - GLANE. SOUVIENS-TOI. 
REMEMBER. 

Philatelic Magazine 
JUNE 28, 1946 

Among 
stamp 

recent French se mi -postels, the Oradour 
has not had the attention its significant 

story might well give it. We therefore reprint 
this 1946.aooount in full, with the idea that 
our members will appre oiate knowing the entire 
story. The special oancellation, as shown, .is 
apparently not well known, nor plentiful. 



Glean1ngs 
Among the Postmarks of Martinique 

By Robert G. stone and Ralph Holts1zer. 
(Cont1nuation) 

V. M1scellaneous: Commemorat1ve, Army, 
Mar1t1me 1and Aux1l1ary Mark1ngs. 

(Cont1nued from No. 46) 
C. Marit1me Pos~al Mark1mgs. 

(Continuat1on ot instalment) 

(Cone bl81on) 

(c). Unofficial Merchant Warine Po s tal 
Markins., continued. 

Caribbean pleasure cruises ~asionally bring 
some famous ships of tbe larse transaUan tic 
services -to Wartinique, thus resulting in un\8Ual 
maritime postmarks sucb as tbe ~Columbus·, of 
tbe Hamburs-American Line(lioz:oe lately "Hapag"), 
the "Munamar" and ·VUnargo" of tbe MUnson Line, 
and the "Normllilie" 01' tbe 
French Line. For the two 
cr'uise visits in 1938 and 
1939 of the "Normandi eft to 
Martinique , two special 
cancellations were used 
at Fort de France --- as 
illustrated herewith.They 
are probably quasi-o~ial 
in character, since the 
"Normandie" had a ¥rench 
seapost office on board-
a rather unusual route,as 
it did not go to any port 
of France or a colony. We 
illustrate it also. The 
sad fate of this ship may 
give these i terns special 
int er est. 

(d). Corne~ Cards and 
Agents' Cachets of steam
ship Companies and Naval 
Offices: Under thIs head
ing there is very little 
known form Martinique. The 
"Marine aux Antilles ",the 
cachet illustrated here,is 
not a postal marking. It 
appears in red as a corner 
card-- a "cachet" in the 
American sense of the word 
---on official or free
franked non-stamped covers 
from the Naval Office at 
Fort de France in 1940-43. 

, 
taOIIAe& 

~".NORMANOtE 
¥OR'J'·DE-f'I\ANCe: 
1'1 PbM 1938 

(e). Loose-Letter "Paquebot" Arri Tal 
Marks of ForeIgn Ports. Theoretically, almost 
any port's "paquebot H mark might appear on the 
stamps of Martinique. Actually, only those of 
certain neighboring Antillean and North AUantic 
ports are ever seen. The U.P.U. rules require 
loose letters to be deposited in the post off
ice of the next por~ of call. However.this rule 
is not stricrry observed. The ~paq· marks which 
are likely to be seen on ¥artinique Itamps are: 

PAQUEBOT 2i x 23i mm., double-footed Q. 
Pointe a Pitre,Guadeloupe. 

BASSE TERRE!PAQUEBOT. Basse Terre,Guad~ 
PAQDEBOT in box 32 x 9 Mm. Castries, 

st.Lucia. 
POSTEl) ON BOARD SHIP in box. Roseau, 

DOlllinica. 

18 
PAQURBO'f in box 48 x 7i Mm. Kinssto"., 

st. Vincent. 
PAQUEBOT in large fat eapitals,53 x 7 to 

,8... Kingstown,St.Vincent. 
POSTBD,ON/OOARD in box. Bridgetown, 

BarbadOS. 
PAQUEBOT 29 to 30 x 4 mm. st.Georges, 

Grenada. 
PAQuBBO'f/TRINIDAD in double lined bOI. 

Port of Spain,Trinidad. 
PAQURBO'f/date/TRINIDAD, in Circular buckle 

type postmark. Same place. 
PAQUEBOTjTRINIDAD in double circle post

mark,with or without date in center~ 
Same place. 

PAQUEBOT 37 I 4i Mm. Hamilton,Bermud. 
12 in circle in vertical oval of bara. New 

York,N.Y., 1888-1902. 
PAQUEBOT/CN.Y.-2nd DiV.) New York N.Y.1900-

1908. ' 
N.Y.P.O. BUD. TERM. STA./date/ PAQUBOOT 

Circular postmark,New York,N . Y.1905-
1920. 

NEW YOR~,N.Y./date/PAQUBBOT in .ireular 
postmark,sometimes with killer.l920's 

N.Y.P.O./date/PAQUEBOT New York,N.Y. 
1908-30. 

NEW YO~ N.Y. / month and day/PAQUEBOT in 
circle postmark, year and Tertical 
oval killer oatside. 1930. 

NEW 'fORK N.Y. 12/month and day/ year. in 
circle postmark with machine killer 
of 7 bars ineeribed PAQUEBOT 1920-. 

NEW YOR~ N.Y./date/PAQUEBOT in ciroular 
postmark with vertical oval killeraf 
7 horizontal bars inscribed PAQUEBOT 
1920-

PAQUEBOT 35 x 4 Mm. Boston, Yasa. 
PAQUBBOT 27 I 4i mm. Boston, Uass. 
PAQUEBOT ~8i x 3i to " mm.Boston,u.ss. 
PAQUETLOT Boston M~ss, 1932-33 only. 
PAQUEBOT 35i I 4t mm.,thick aerifed caps. 

st.Johns,Antigua, 1948 on. 
BOSTON MASS./date/year in circular post

mark with machine killer of 7 hor
izontalbars ins cribed PAQUEBOT 30 
x "mm. 1933 on. 

st JOHN N.B./SHIP LETTER st. Johns, N.B., 
Canada. 1890--1915 

PAQUEBOT ST.JOHN/date/N.B. in circle post
mark with machine killer(slogans). 
1930 and on. Same place. 

PAQUBBOT/POSTED AT SEA/RECEIVED/da~e/ SAINT 
JOHN N.B. Circle postmark,1915 on. 
Same place. 

PAQUE BOT f---- 

POSTED 
AT SE A 

Paquebot in script letters. Halifax,N.s. 
Canada, 1900-1917. 

HALIFAX/date/N.S. in circle postmark with 
maebine box killer worded PAQUEBOT/ 
POSTED/AT SEA and horizontal bars. 
Same place, 1925 on. 

PAQUEBOT/POSTEt) AT SEA/RECBIYKD/date/IIALlPAX 
in circle postmark. 1913 on. Same 
place. 



19 
CRISTOBAL/date/C6HAL ZONE in dreb put

• ark, with .acbine flas killer word
ed PACQUEBOT. Cristobal,C.Z. 

CRISTOBAL C.Z./date/PAQDBBOf circle po.t
aark, year and Yertioal bar killer 
outside. Sa.e place. 

TRANSITO/date/COLON in circle po.tmark. 
Colon, Panama. 

Wany s.all port. haye no special WPaqW mark, 
for loose .hip letter. but u.e their regular 
postmarks for this purpo.e. Such i. the ca.e in 
Martinique. 

D. Auxiliary and Speoial Postal Markins •• 

When available in the colonie., these are 
usually of the same atyle, if no t identical with, 
those in France. c uriously, the "P.P." (Port 
Pay') mark. so commOn in some colonies are not 
known from MartiQique. Nor haye we .een from 
there · any: APR&s LE DEPART, AftTIC.t.&S D'AlJBENT, 
ABONNEMENTS, BOlTS MOBILB, DiBOURSBs, REBUT, 
&XPRBs, RECL~, RgcOUVR~NTS, etc. This fact 
we explain by considering that with its Imall 
population, this coiony'l postal aeryic. hal 
not. warranted such specialization as il found 
in Paris and other large· pOlt otficel. 

The following ite.a has been aeen by us on 
"rtinique covers, and oC8asionally, by accident 
on the Itamp.; 

PO in box. red or black,1849 to 1876. 
(for Pay~ ~ Destination) 

R in box,black,blue,purple or red,1890'1 
on (for Regiltration) 

Aft in box,black,1890's on, (for Accus~ de 
R.eeption -- return receipt) 

T in triangle,black,1900 on (for Taxe--
postage due). Rar.. Illustrated. 

T large roman or gothic bold face letter 
(for Taxe~ Several sizel,and style •• 
1890's on.Illustrated. 

CHARGK boxed or without box, black,blue, 
purple. For Registration with Insur
ance. 1900 on. Illustrated in two 
stylel(other. reported al.o) 

RETOUR black (for Return to Sender)1900's 
RETOUR/A L'ENVOYEUR (for ~eturn to Sender) 

black, 1900's. 
IRCONNU boxed or without box, black, blue, 

(for Unknown). 1900's. 
AFFRANCHISSBMENT/INSUFFISANT, boxed, black, 

(for InSUfficient Postage -- postage 
due). Rare. 1860's-1910' 

RECOUMANDf black, purple (for Registered). 
1900'lh 

CHARGE 
Rate and charge marks:i"rom the early 1700's 

until about 1876,it was customary for the POlt 
office to mark the postage to be paid or to be 
prepaid on the outside of the letter with a p.n .ark In 11 ? b~ffiJ"lJ'ber 

1 2 3 4 5 

£ l ~ / a 
6 7 B 9 o 

of sols,deci •• s or centi.... It prepai4, tbi • 
wal put on the back of the letter;if to be pai4 
on the front. The yariety of thel •• ark.,wbioh 
are distinctiye and do not agree with numerals 
as written today, is legion. We illustrate .0 .. 
typical for.l. Only a tew were used in the col
oniel: cbiefly I, 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 9 deci •••• 

About lS54 a serie. of large double - lined 
nuaeral handltamp. were issued to show the due 
pOltage amount. struck in blaok or blue on the 
face of the letter, they are rare in colonial 
ule. Probably the 15 and 30(centime. will be 
found. 

Letters sent yia the Bri tish packet.,lstS to 
lS76,often have Yright or dark red crayon cr ink 
British Cbarge marks on the face, for "4d" or 
-1/-" • 

Refistration Label.: The familiar oblong 
regIs ration labels wIth "H" and the name ~the 
post office handstamped on them , will be found 
from about 1930 on, from Martiniqu •• 

censorlhip Mark. and Labels: These form an 
interelting group fro.m lIlartinlque, because they 
were used in the two World War periods. 

The first war brought forth 
the oval ~nlcribed OUVEITI PARI 
L'AUTORIT& M1LITAIRE. This 
was used again in the last war. 
Seyeral new types appeared in 
1939~44,in black,red or purple: 

CENSURB MILITAIRE 
straight line, 
50thic capi tals 

CON TROLl 

CEN'UAE MIUTAfAI 

straight line 
gothic capitals 

CENSURE MILITAIRE* 
MARTINIQUE* 
in double Circle, 
large numeral in 
center (1 to 12 
have been seen). 

CONTROLS POSTALEt 
MARTINIQUE* 
same as last and 
with lame numberl. 

·CENSURE MILITAIRE· 
double circle, 
MARTINIQUE straight 
across center. 

These markl were meant to be 
on the eovers,especially to tie 
t he labels used to seal letten 
opened for censorship. Howeyer, 
often the stamps were hit by 
accident. ~ensored letters were 
locally sealed with strips of 
ordinary manila, white bond, or 
colored tissue paper, wi thout any 
printing on the •• 

CONTROlE 

Official Wail and ,,"'ree Frankinlj Uark.:Tber. 
haye been no speeial .arkings for Official tree 
franking in Martinique. Sucb mail is post.arked 
with tbe regular deYicea,but no stamp. are 
requir ed. In early timea the pl'oper official 
had to endorle the letter with his initial.(the 
-paraph.") to entitle the letter to paal tree. 
In recent years,during the laat war, this aee •• 
not to haye been required in .. st c •• e.. The 
Government Departmentl usually frank tbeir mail 
with stamps, for which they mu.t "budget---tbat 
II, be debited on the po.t office boo~s. 

TBB 



HFree French" Hero 

A SER IES issued by Fezzan, the Territoire 
Milit.i,e (Mili tary Territory) which 

the French carved out of Italy's fanner 
African colony of Libia, introduces Colon
na d 'Omano (I8qS-194 1) on 1 Sir and 20fr 
shtmps which show his uniformed fi gure 
beside • military edifice, Fort Colonna 
d'Ornano, named after him . It stands in 
the oasis town of Mourzouk. and it was 
there tha t ,rOmano met h is end _ SCOTT'S MONTH LY JOU RNAL 
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T H B NEW SERVICB 
~nt and exchange notices only;members only; 

one or two insertions onlYino charge. Those Who 
repl:y will please offer ~ what is as-ked. 

With postmark showing date in July 1876 or 
earlier, I will buy copies of the ultramarine 
25c France 1875, either type. Price each item 
separatelY,please. S.G.Rioh,Verona,N.J. ( Member 
2). 

Wanted: to buy all stamps of Frenoh Colon1es 
--preferably used-- for Sco t t Internetlonal(~ 
ior) Album. W11liam H.Schilling Jr., 722 Second 
Ave.South, Minneapol1s 2,Minn. (Member 29) 

VJanted: World War 2 covers from Madagascar 
and the Levant area,with censorship by French 
Of Free French forces. W~y include combination 
censorship;must have clear postal markings. E. 
E.Keys,14742 Center Ave. , Hall'vey, Ill, (M3mber 246) 

I will buy milles1me pairs,block! of 4 with 
sheet margin and in1tials G.C. (France, or France 
overprinted for oolonies' use only. Send on 
approval or ~rite particularls. Fred Hieber, 
4045 N.W. 22nd Court, Miami 37,Fla.( Mamber 212). 
S ECR E TA R Y' S RE P ORT 
June 15 through 5eptember 15, 

1949 

NEW MEMBERS: Weloome 
392 Barnhart, H. M.,D.D.S,2185 Huntin gton ~e, 

Sutte 6, San Marino, Cal if. (French 
00eania,Fruasia,U.S. 1922-26 ,eto) 

393 Diard,Dr. Henri, 5 rue du Patis, Tonnere, 
Franoe. (France and Colonies) 

394 Famulener,Keith,605 Main s t. ,Owego, N. Y. 
(French Sem1-Postels) 

S95 Hunter,Prot.H.L.,P.O.BOx 54l, Clemson, S.C. 
(French Colonies--used,and unused Aks) 

396 Jones,C.T.,725 Joshua Green Bldg., Tacoma, 
Wasll. \ Franoe) 

397 Karseboom,Glenn, Harrison, !Uch. (19th 
CBmury Cancellations) 

398 Kloo,He.rold,34 Nesbit Ave.,'test Harttord, 
Conn. (Franoe) 

399 Morris,Alfred T.,27 West 21st Ave., Van
oouver,B. C., Canada. (France) 

(Applicant 400 still pending at time ot report) 
401 Piper,A.0.,4ll St.Patriok St.,Racine, Wis. 

(Frill oe & Colonies) 
402 Rothsoh1ld,Ernest L., 3585 Ve.n Antwerp Pl.., 

Cincinnati 29, Ohio (France mint and 
used, variet1es) 

403 Schafer,William,Box 73 Astor Station,~on 
23,Mass. (Guadeloupe ,Martinique) 

404 Sohauer,W.E., 916 Van Buren St., M8dison 5, 
1I'is. (No speoialty stated) 

405 Schellens,Riohard N.,2825 Hopkins Avenue, 
Redwood City, Calit. (Europe) 

406 Vengrove,Charles F.,694 Crown St.,Brooklyn 
l3,N.Y. (No spec1e.lty stated) 

407 Yaroslavsk1,Mrs. Helen, 601 S.E.26th St.~ 
Des MOin~s 16, Jowa.(Frenoh Colonies) 
 
RESIGNATIONS RECBIVED: 
203 Mrs. Edna E. Deutsch 
300 F.R. Ferryman 
197 Robert S. Gordon 
277 Richard Maass 
259 .t. L.Seyles 
302 H.B. Van Duzer 

¥ECEASED: 
26 Carl T. Boettger, Aug. 24, 1949 

199 Milton H. Sabin, Aug. 17, 1949 

CHANGES OF -ADDRESS : 
6 Kutner,Charles, to 472A Allenhurst Road, 

Buftalo 14, N.Y. 
114 Meru,Charles E., to 36 Woodrow Place, 

Caldwell, New Jersey. 
289 Park1nson,A.Br1c,to P.O.Box 8,Primos (Del

aware Co), Penna. 
240 Pe.squier,Pierre ~.,to 2025 Bretton Plaoe, 

Toledo 6, Ohio. 
370 Tait,Arnold C.,M.D., to 312 South 7th St., 

Sunnyside, Wash. 

NEW DIRECTOR: 
To replace Carl _To Boettger,deceased,at the 

meet1ng of Sept. 8 1949, the Board chose Harold 
Noren to fill the unexpired term. 

PUBLICITY FOR THE GROUP: 
The Franoe & Colonies number ot STAMPS , on 

June 4, 1949, jas created considerable 1ntere~t 
as shown by ma1l reoeived. Many of the letters 
r eceiv.ed have expressed a thirst to know more 
along ,~e lines ot our i nteres ts and st udies. 

We natur8.l l y rece i ved some letters in which 
only offers t o sell us st am pswere made - - such 
persons did not care to join the Group. 

We are indebted to the Western Stamp Colle01l
~ for 8. tavorable descr1 ption end mention, just 
a little earlier. Aft er t he or i ginal f l ood of 
i nquir ies, oocesi onal letters sti l l come along . 

Every answer has been sent-- every inquiry~ 
t aken oare ot. Some were delayed-- too many at 
oncet ~ apologies to 8110 

WE MOURN au R LOSSES. 
Your Secretary and your Editor join in this 

expression of our real loss 1n the pessing of 
Carl Boettger and Milton Sabin within only one 
week of eaoh other. We who had the privilege~ 
knowing these members in person perhaps hed a 
better chance to know their sterling que.11ties 
as men and as stamp people, better than others 
_to whom they were nemes or oorrespondents. 

Mllton Sabin, living quietly in his home on ' 
Long Island, not only enjoyed his ste.mps --he 
understood them and we.s a keen find~r ot very 
interesting v.erieties. He s howed some material 
before the Parent Chapter during the lest year 
of bis l1te, and gave us • most delightful time 
on that evening. 

Carl Boettger had been a mem-ber of the Group 
from very early in our history. Bellons 110nt's, 
the tlown oovers ot the Siege of Paris in 1870 
and 1871, were h1s pet field in French collect-
1ng. He was also a high-power oolleotor 1n the 
f1eld of Ch1na, aotive in the s pecialist group 
in that field $S among ourselves. Rarely d1d he 
m1ss a meeting ot the Parent Chapter. He lett 
• fitting monument to h1s keen, unobtrusive way 
ot understanding stamps and useges in the art-
101e on Siege of Par1s in Stamps of June 4,19.L9. 

The world was a better plaoe beoause 1ttlton 
ani Carl lived in it. 


