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It has alv,ays s eeme.: to me that the date of 
issue of a stamp is of first imfJoptance. Though 
such dates are known for almost all stamps of 
France, apparently that of the issuance of the 
Type ,)age has remained inexact. In such docu­
mentation as I have at 11and,1 find nothing that 
is s;>eci fie. In ;ilaury' s history of the iJostage 
stamps of France an] the latest (193~) edition 
of Yvert's speciali7e(1 catalog of France and 
Colonies, I have secllred the information 'I'hich 
i s tab III ate u be 10"'. "r his de a 1 s sol ely 'I i t h the 
stami)S in Type 1 (N 1_\ll(1er 13): 

:,:ll ury Yvert 
lc g reen Febru;ll~ y 1877 l~ov • 8, 1876 
2c green Se')temlJer 1 870 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4c green Nover.Jher 1870 No v. :.30,1876 
5c green July 1876 Jul Y 187(j 
10c green ~eptember 187G .t.~ug. 20,1~76 

15c gray lilac Mny 1876 liay 1876 
20c red brown (;ctober 1870 June 20,1870 
25c ul tramal~ine July 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
:JOe br'own July 1876 June 11,1876 
40c ora n~e red . . . . . . . . . June I, 1876 
75c carmi ne October 1876 June 20,1876 
Ifr bronze £;ree n February 1877 ~ ; e l)t .15,1876 

Accordillg to tilis list, the earliest known 
elate 'o'Ould be Hay 1876 fOl~ tl') e 150. 

Yvert's catalog adcls: ''It has not always been 
possible for ll S to stnte exactly the elate- of 
issue of certain stamps, chiefly those values 
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which exist in both types. The statements given 
in the listings are often based on the oldest 
cancella tions known. As fast as discoveri'es are 
made,some aates can be advance~." 

In an ar ticle by l.lr. C. Guer i taul t on French 
stamps of Type Sage,made by the 13anlc of France 
and called "the Itegents' printings," in Cahiers 
PI1 i1ateliques of May 1949, we read: "This issue 
was l)art of those nhich the 13anlc of France had 
printed duri ng the jlcriod from the start of the 
yeaf 1 876 to Jnly 1, 1880. It 

!,!oreover, recently I bought from Canada a lot 
of 500 copies of the 5c green of Ty,e ~age. 
lI!e arly all of' them lI'ere of course in Type 2. 
m t in one of the envel(\[les there were f 0 u r 
copies in Type 1. all cancellcil with the dated 
pos t mark of Le havre: 28 Mars 76, 2 Avril 7 6, 
5 ~vil(doubtlpR~ 1876,thoug h the yea r numeral 
was 110t struck 011 the stalDl), and 10 A, vril 76. 
If tllere hal1 been 0111y one 'Copy, I mi gh t have 
consi de re d it an error in the ye~r, ~ossibly ••• 
but here are four very clear dates, all much 
ahe~d of that g iven for the appearance of this 
value. 

I have had a ri1Otogruphic ' enl it r !!ement llIade 
of the stamp lI'i tl1 the earliest 11 at e. The pcstrrark 
appea rs cl earl y and canno t be challellged. No 
d? ubt t~e post office 4t Le Havre was su pp lied 
W.L tl1 Hl1s 5c stam!} very early. It hardly seellB 
likely to me that an error in Ja te,in an off­
ice of such importance,coul~ have la s ted for 15 
clays. 

\\' il1 anyone fin d some clocumentation,or other 
'!allcclletions of e 'lually early dates -- or' even 
eal"lier? I am sure that the collec tors of the­
stamps of France will be happy to gain such 
knowl edge. 

(Ed itor' s Note: By coul' tesy of Dr.Chas e 
we show tile illustration twice: onr.e from hi~ 
[lictu re as :lublished wi th He Qr.ip:inal a rticle 
in Fr'ench, anti once f rom a ligh t r rint made to 
empha<;ize the nostmark and minim:1.7 e confl!s,ion, 
which the stam[J design might cause. 

Ur. Chase tells us tha t th e stam]1s and notes 
had been prese nted before the Acudemie de Phil­
atelie before il ublication. We are particularly 
honored that Hr. Clla se here prese nts the newly 
found facts for t~ first time in our lan guage. 

This ou estion of the dates of issue of Type 
Sage stamp~ has been much worked on by some of 
the ablest students of French stamps at various 
times, and continues to be ore 0 n which what we 
know is far from final.) 
e
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F R E N C H G U I N E A 
Post Office List, 1948 

By Edmond ~ueyroy. 

As for Upper Volta, Ivory Cosst and Dahomey, 
in recent numbers of the Philatelist, again I 
clte from Public Notice No. 3273 ,July 17,1948, 
of the P.T.T., to give the present ro ster of 
post offices for another colony. 

French Guinee (Guin6e Fran9aise) 
A. Independent or "full" Offices: 

Conekry (head office) 
Bey I • ............... , 
Bissikrima . ........ .. . 
5orro ....•. , .. .... . . . 
5ok~ .. " ..... . ... , . . 

~~~. '''''''''''''. '''''''''''''. : Dolobo ... • ........ . .. 
Dubr~ko . .. .... . •. . . . 
Faranab 0 ' • ••• • • •• • ••• 

For~carj.h .. ..... . . . . 
Goouo! .• " •. , • • .•••.• 
Guededou • . . ....••. • 

Kantan . . . . .... . .... . 
Kiodi • ...... .. ...... . 
Kil.idotJgou· . .. . ... .. . 
KOUrOl:lSla ..... • • '" .. 
Lab~ , ..... ,' ,., • • . . •. . 
Maceot • . .. .... . .. . .. . 
Mamou .... . ... . .. .. . 
N'Ur~kor~ .. ' ...... ,. 
P!ta .. : . . ... . ... . .... . 

f~1r.:,r~I~ ... .. ... : : : : : : : : : : 
Youkouokouo ...... .. . 
 
B. Subordinate or "Secondary" offices or 

Postal Agencies. 
Bentimodi. branch of Bok6 
Benty "" Fordoariah 
Dinguiraye " " Bissikrima 
Farmoreeh " " For6cariah 
Friguiagb6 " II Kindia 
Kolent6 (La) " " Kindia 
Konkour6 "., Mamou 
Linsan "" Mamou 
Meli "" Lab6 
Ou.ssou II II Dubr6ka 
Sougu6te II" Kindie 
Victoria "It Bok6 
Yambt!ring " " Labt! 

7his list is useful in avoiding stamps which 
are illegitimat ely cancelled, and further shows 
by which offices are now included, the present 
boundaries of the colonial unit of government. 

Further French w,est African colonies will be 
covered in later lists. 
We Gladly Correct An Omission. 

Our September-October 1949 number contained 
a reprint of an art1cle on the Oradour-sur-Seine 
stamp end postmark, which originally appeared 
in the well known English journal, "The Phil­
atelic Magazine." Due credit waS given to that 
publication; but t he name of the author was not 
known to us when we went to press. 

This we particularly regret, 8S the article 
was written by one of our own members of the 
France & Colonies Group abroad:---- 1~. Henry 
Jervis,od Coalville, Leicestershire,England. He 
is well known to our readers, as he has ~rib­
uted many fine articles to our pages in earlier 
numbers. W,e take considerable pleasure,now that 
we have learned of it, in making known that he 
is the author. 

The author's name wa s not on the copy of the 
erticle whichcame to us. Whe ther it had been 
removed in clipping too close, or whether the 
place of first publication did not include any 
author's name , has not been investiga1e d. What 
really matters is that Mr. Jervis shall receive 
proper mention a s the author. We feel glad to 
do this in the quickest time possible. 

Our member, 
Mr . L. Lamouroux 
of Toro nto, Onto 
and 
Mrs. Lamouroux 
t Versailles 
ummer of 1949 

On 'rench aoldler' s 

1:~i~ib !2U6~~: 
atamoa uaed. The 
DccaaloD tor It la 
not recorded. 

--ReprIDted trom 
La Llalson. 

Jul, 19~. 

"Origine Locale" 
The stamps of the 1891 issue of Monaco and later 

may be found overprinted with the letters "0 L." 
within a circle of dots. This overprint stands for 
".origine locale" ,(of "local origin"). and for a long 
time It was conSidered an official overprint. How­
ever. it is a special postmark which was used t.o 
obliterate the stamps on letters handed to the mail 
men on their routes or c.ollected by them on territory 
which was really French. This arrangement where­
by Monacan or French stamps might be used indis­
criminately within a limited area was stopped in 
1908 and. consequently, the "0 L" postmark ceased 
to be used after that year. 

Staal> Collectora Fortol£hl17. 
Seot.!'4.194.11 
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Franoe Type Merson 

By .1. Brun 
Translation of article written speoially for us 
an d referring to No. 46, pages 13 and 14 ( July 

& J.ugust 1949 number) 

This type has been imitated on • large scale 
before 1914. 

It i8 misleading to illustrate for compa~ 
a genuine 5 france of Franoe printed after 1914, 
because the technique of printing is not the 
same. The olioh6s were made anew many times, 
from the same die; but with minor differenoes • 
The impression is muoh clogged, and Of a wholly 
~ifferent ~uality. 

In the light of what has just been stated: 
In the originals(earlier printings}the lines 

of shading of the ribbon which passes behind 
the olive branohes in the upper left portion 
are delicate, indistinct, and sketchy. But in 
the so-called "Marseille Forgeries" there are 
four quite distinct horizontal lines. . 

In the shield at the upper left, containing 
"5fr" there are tour lines of shading, 01' which 
the two upper ones consist 01' dashes with dots 
beyond them. In the forgeries there are five 
lines of dots without dashes. (These lives are 
to the left of the top of the numeral of value­
---Ed1tor,F.& C. Phil.) 

At the lower right corner, there are three 
short vertical lines and e fourth incomplete 
one, often unite4 by spreading of the ink. In 
the forgeries there are tour complete lines 
whioh are unbroken end well separated. 

What the Franoe & Colonies Philatelist says 
about the upper left corner is exaotly correct. 
Memorandum on Type Merson Levant Forgeries 
Referring to No.46, page 14 and front oover 

illustrations, Dr. Wood's article does not say 
or infer that the . characteristics there shown 
are valid for any other stamps in this type, but 
only those tew speoitically mentioned. These 
stigmata will definitely be misleading if taken 
to mean that lower values in this type,or those 
other then 01' Port Said and Levant, ere to be 
taken as genuine or bad on the basis of them. 

The wording of the article might alsO cause 
the mistake of thinking that the stamps of 
Djibouti are subject to these tests. However, 
sinoe none of these ere in Type Merson,such is 
olearly not the intent. 

We are indebted to our member Peul H.Segnitz 
of Florida, for suggesting that these p~ints be 
made clear. He mentions that the early (before 
1914) printings of Franoe stamps in this design 
show as muoh detail as the Levant and Port Said 
forgeries. ---Edi tor,F.& C.Phil. 

f
i
t
F
L

N

c
a
t
a
P
A
.
h
a
a
m

 
Book Reviews 

We could half fill this number with reviews 
of publications on French and Colonial stamps 
which came in since the last review that we ran 
(in No. 46).The reviews here are made short, in 
order to use space for strictly philatelic copy 
--the choice of books to review is the editor's 
own. 

French Philatelic Facts, October 1949. 28 ~ 
Montclair, N.J., Brainerd Kremer. 

This is section 3 of the handbook that will 
appear piece by piece,combining and coordina~ 
info rma tion from a 11 sources. No s. land 2, in 
a single combined number,were reviewed in No.45 
and hence no need exists to detail the plan and 
scope of the work. 

This section gives full treatment of the 
cancellations found on the 1849-50 first issue 
of France. Well organized, with full-page plates 
of both the provisional and the regular cancel­
lations, the book can be used .ithout even the 
least confusion. 

The last seven pages deal ade.:uately wi th 
the Presidency Issue of 1852, including proofs, 
essays, and the cancellations found first on 
this issue. 

As in No. 1-2,evall;lation is "'ell done. Use 
of untranslated French terms has lessened, but 
French phrasings persist. This section betters 
the standard attained previously. 

Billig·s Specialized Catalogues:Vol.5:Franc~ 
Plating of the 20 Centimes filue 1863. Jamaica, 
N.Y., Frit~ Billig. 

This is not a "catalog" in the usual stamp 
collecting sense. It is General G. Dumont·s set 
of illustrations of each stamp in each pane,for 
which recognition points are known. The stigmas 
or each position are located by arro1l's. There 
s no text. The last four pages show some of 
he rarities enlarged,with plate states noted. 
or the intensive student of the 20c Napoleon 
aureate,this Billig book is a real boon. 

The France & Colonies Specialist, No.1. 
ew York,Nassau stamp Co.,1949. 48 pp. 

Raoul Lesgorls house organ is an intriguing 
ombination of offers and very meaty UUbrmative 
rticles. The latter include a compact study of 
he shades and varieties of the Fratce 1249's; 
lso a less adequate one on"The Electroplating 
rocess" used for making stamp pla tes in France. 
n excellent map of French HQrth Afr'ica fits in 
ith the Algerian numeral cancellation list, to 
elp make the Algeria and Tunis offers pages an 
ttractive sales ilevice. As with almost all the 
rticles publishecf on French stamps,one comment 
ust be made: Translate those French words. 

(All three reviews by S.G.R.) 
Left hand 
pictures 

"The Reel 
McCoy" 

Right hand 
pictures 

"Only an 
imitation" 
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southampton anll 
Other British 

")[ B" 
Canoellations . 

on 
Frenoh Stamps. 

Readers of the journal, "The Philatelist, "the 
postal history magazine published monthly by 
Robson Lowe Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, S.W.l, 
England, are finding a oomprehensive serial on 
this subjeot in it, beginning with the November 
1949 number. This series is of great use to 
those interested in either early or current 
oancellations on French stamps. 

We may find it possible to reprint parts 
de~ling with our subject,later on. This depends 
On whether there is enough demand from our own 
membership, and whether more urgent copy might 
crowd it out. Till the instalment covering the 
Moveable Boxes used in the ~~diterranean,and at 
Suez, and east of Suez ,appears, we oan not 
know whether French stamps are involved in the 
usage in those areas. 

Meanwhile, we mention that MB marks of the 
same styles as Southampton (See F.& C. Phil,No. 
42,page 24) are reported and picture4 from the 
following: London, Dover,~ewhaven, Folkstone, 
Jersey and Weymouth. London and Southampton are 
the only users of the reoen1l. circle types (See 
F.& C. Phil.No. 44, p. 6). All the others are 
the "milest one tt or octagon type, with the size 
not the same for all offices. Range of dates of 
use is 1856 to 1938. 

The attention of the editors of La ~!nzaine 
Philatelique, whose April 16 1947 query we have 
reprinted in this journal,No. 44, is suggested 
to be given to ~his series. 
THE NEW SERVICE 
(We continue this name aithough this service 

has been running for over three years) 
Want and exchange notices only;members onlYj 

one or two insertions only jno charge. Those who 
reply will please offer only what is asked. 

Wanted: to buy all stamps of Frenoh Colonies 
--preferably used-- for Scott International(J~ 
ior) Album. William H.Schilling Jr., 722 Second 
Ave.South, Minneapolis 2,1111nn. (Member 29) 

"Ian te d: ''{orld ~'lar 2 covers from W.I8.dagascar 
and the Levant area,with censorship by French 
of Free French forces. :"ay include combination 
censorship;must have clear postal markings. E. 
E.Keys,14742 Ce nter Ave.,Ha~vey,Ill.(M3mber 248) 

I will buy millesima pairs,block~ of 4 with 
sheet margin and initials G.C.( France , or Fran ce 
overorint ad for c olonles' use only. Send on 
apPl'oval or "'rite particularls. Fred Hieber, 
4045 N .W. 22nd Court, Miami 37, Fla . Ute mb er 212). 

Wanted:stamps of General Frenoh Colonies Uw­
ues cancelled in Guadeloupe or Martiniquej or 
anything of interest for a specialized colleo~ 
ion of these islands. wm.SchaferlBox 73, Astor 
st •• ,Boston 23,Mass . (Member 403 

40c Sege Type 2 (Soott 95) wanted, with date 
in postmark before 1882. I offer 10c each , for 
those loan use, and 250 each for dates 1878 or 
earlier. S.G.Rich,Verona,N.J. (Member 2) 
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 SEC RET ~ R Y 'S REP 0 R T 
Sept. 15 through Nov. 30,1949 

NEW MEMBERS: Welcome --
408 Clarkson, Logan,Apt.30l,780 Eglinton Ave., 

W., Toront 0 10, Ont., Canada. fFrance 
Li bre overprint s) 

409 Cox,Thoas R.,983 Perk Ave.,New York aI, N. 
Y. (No speo181ty st atad) 

410 Frye,William A.,Jr.,2ll West Maple St., 
Lansing 6,Mioh.\Mexioo,France & Colon­
ies) 

411 Fum,Robert, Apt. 2, 4105 Cote des Neiges, 
Montreal 2,p.~.,Canada.( Franoe end 
Colonies; early olassios) 

412 Knowles,Buford L., 1005 East 60th St., 
Chioago 37, Ill. (General collector) 

413 Rafferty, Lt. John H.,Jr., 728 Adams St., 
Port Townsend, Wash.(Mint France, and 
Austria). 

414 Gantner, Aug., 139 Turnpike,South River, 
N.J. (No speCialty st~~d. 

APPLICATION PENDING: 
Bruokner, llfred, 1910 South Hamilton Ave. 

Chicago 23, Ill. 

jpPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 
Apfelbaum,Earl P.L., 1428 South Penn Sq., 

Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
Bates,Chandler, P.O.Box l64,Gloucester.,Va. 
Blackstadius,T., Hovas, pro Goth,enburg, 

Sweden. 
DOiron,Miss LUCille A., 4001 Fairmont st o , 

N.W., Washington, D.C. 
Miller, A. Robert, 1044g Holman Ave., Los 

Angeles 24, Calif. 

RESIGNATIONS RECEIVED: 
378 Johnson, Drs. Fanchon. 
14 Kagan, Alexander. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS: 
38 Borie, Renshaw, to P.O.Box 381, Niagara 

Falls,. N.Y. 
77 Glanton, G.P., to General Delivery,Tacoma, 

Wash. 
96 (Correction of trypogrephical error)Jones, 

C.T., 725 Joshua Green Bldg., Seattle 
1, Wash. (Wrong city previously given). 

24 Turner,George T., to 34-52 73rd St., 
Jackson Heights,L.I., N.Y. 

80 Webb1 Wm.C., to 361 Irvington Ave o, South 
Urange, New jersey. 

UES for the current year, now started, still 
---- are unpaid by a small portlon amongst the 
embership. This is a good record;but let this 
ear b~ our best record: 

If your card does not show that you are in 
ood standing to Ootober 1950, please look up 
our bill and mail it to the Secretary with the 
heck, postal note or money order---address is 
4 Minerva Ave.,Manasquan,N.J. SeDond billing 
ill go out ere too long--why wait until then? 

ACK NUMBERS of the Philatelist can be had from 
the Secretary at 200 each or $1 .00 per any 

omplete volume of 6 consecut ive numbers. Only 
ol. 1 No. 1 is not in stock--photostates ~n 
e had ot No.1 : see Browne's not ice in "New 
ervioe" in Philatelist No. 41 or 42. 

--------------
Hint to collectors new to the stamps of the 

rench countries: whatever holds true for U. S. 
temps, the opposite is true for French ones. 


