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Condensed Account of French Stamps

Cancelled in Spein

By J. Majo Toocabens
in Publicidad Filatelice,Barcelona,July, 1949.

(Translated by a Group member)

To discuss "mixed frankings" with the French

ss::g'lggit stemps cancelled in spain, in an article, is a
gy BhL bard task., There does not exist much material to
250 g T furnish detail and dates that would give real

age interest to such a study.

Uver many years,l. have takem occasion to read
and study books and articles mentioning Spanish
cancellations of Freneh stamps, which meke them
into mixed frankings. I could not find any dates
other than those already known for the classiec
case of the marks used at Barcelona to0 ocancel
stamps on mail brought to that port via ships,
but not cencelled. Some carry the KEstafeta de
Cambio ("Exchange Express") postmark amd the
FRANCA rating mark. Others have those of two lines of

on 40¢ ships, Estrangero-Barcelona,
Napoleon Then imegine my surprise, to discover, used
laureate on & foreign letter, the existence of 8 post-
mark (cencellation) like that of " Estrangero
Barcelona,"™ in which the name of the Cepitel is
in place of that of Alicante, This seems to Dbe
fantéstic, st first sight.

Aside from these two postmarks, created on
purpose for mail put aboard ships in the port
of Msrseilles and addressed to Barcelona, every
other item is fortuitous and accidental, They
arise from the césual way in which a stamp,that
was bought,affixad but not postmarked in Framce
was noticed and seen to be not cancelled, when
the letter reesched its destination. it was thus
cancelled by courtesy of the local office.

Those most easily found are the so- called
post cart cancellations, which at once attract
our attention, from 1858 onwards. They were
struck at Bareelona, Parsllel to them, eand at
the same time.we find the ovel killer with rays
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or number of dispatching office. These two were
both then in use, We have had opportunity to
see several fine examples of French stemps of
1853-60, which ceme through uncancelled,to get
the numeral cancellation 42 at Teneriffe s from
mail cerried by sea in a sim$lar way.

As France celebrates the start of its second
century of stemps, we bring this contributionin
extension of what has been published. We are
sure that,aside from the collections of Messra,
vidal,Lenze,Bresce end Majo(whose material has
been seen) there is muech more material, spread
around,from which a second artiole could come,

The postmerk of Barcelona, with the "sword
hilt" within inner circle, well known and used
in 1878,0ccurs on & beautifnl pair of the 25¢
Type Sage in ultramarine,which we illustrate.

A fine imperforate 80c¢ Napoleon cams to
Madrid end there received the postmark,the grid
then in use. Likewise,a8 40c Napoleon,perrforated,
is known with the diamond of dots,

We have another copy which is very odd, and
is cancelled at Madrid. This is the le¢ of 1871,
cancelled with the town mark of the capitel~---g
postmark very scarce on foreign stamps,

Another is the 40c¢ Napoleon laureate , which
is cancelled with FRANCA in oval. This was
epplied, by the indications which are present,at
San Feliu de Guixols (Gerone) @ cork exporting
city doing business actively with Framce. This
mark show that no other postage was charged on
this letter. We illustrate this item.

This is a small topic; but these examples,
some of which are "only known copies,” might
become the starting points for colleotors of a
future time, ¥rench or Spanish,to identify the
marks of such mixed usage.

(The editor of F, & C. Philatelist has shown
me a letter from a firm in Marseille to one in
Barcelona, with the 25¢ Type Sage black on red,
cancelled with double circle, no date, reading
ADMON DE CAMBIO BARCELONA,, 010 in center, a&nd
backstamp of the double circle with sword hilt
of Barcelona,Jan. 20 1879 -- a cargo invoice,of
which it is obviously the history that it was
sent on the ship and went into the meails st the
"exchange" (Cambio) or customs office when it
wes taken ashore at Barcelons.--Translator).

The three illustrations on previous page are
all thet appeared with the original article in
the Spanish stamp paper.-=-kditor,F & C, P,

‘Doctored’ Proofs From
Of French Issue ggﬁ:a’oitmp

Can Fool Unwary Sept.24, 1949

the regular stamp paper of the
period.

Certain French colonial proofs
which have been similarly treat-
ed to simulate genuine stamps
are known to exist, The Phila-
telic Magazine adds.

Cleverly “doctored” proofs of
the 2 francs stamp of the 1900-06
series of France (Scott’s No. 126)
are being offered in Paris as

genuine copies of the stamp,
which catalogs $25 in mint con-
dition,

Henri Thiaude, the emmnent
Paris dealer and publisher, has
run across a number of such
“doctored” proofs of the scarce
stamp recently, according to The
Philatelic Magazine of London.

The proofs, of course, are im-
perforate and have no gum, but
the high catalog value of the
stamp has encouraged stamp
fakers to put faked perforations
on the proofs, gum them and
offer them as genuine stamps.

It is reported that these fakes
can generally be identified be-
cause perforations do not cor-
respond with thase of. genuine
stamps. Also the paper used for
proofs is distinctly whiter than

Among colonial issues of which
“doctored” proofs have been
represented as genuine stamps
are the General Faidherbe, Oil
Palm and Doctor Ballay types of
Dahomey; some of the Blanc and
Mouchon types of French offices
in Algxandria, China, Port Said
and orocco; the “Peace and
Commerce” types of Anjouan,
Gabon and Oceania;

Also the 1907 issue of Middle
Congo; the Mosque type of
Somali Coast; the 1913 series of
French Guinea; the 1914 series
of Upper Senegal and Niger; the
1907 issue of Indo China and the
1908 postage dues; the 1908 issue
of Madagascar; the 1908-09 series
of Martinique; the 1907 series of
Reunion and the 1909-17 series
of St. Pierre and Miquelon.

The "Tiger" of France and Postq&gﬁStamps.
By John Weare (Translator)

In their current price list No. 5, called
Pronos Philateliques, which reached this count-
ry from Paris around New Year's,Messrs.Robineau
and Fourcault, both of whom are members of the
American Stamp Dealers Association, publish the
following tale. It is of particular interest to
the France & Colonies Group. It has as subtitle
"The Story of a Postage Stamp Exposition.”

On the 5th of June 1907,there opened for a
week in Paris a postage stamp show which turned
out to be a great and unexpected success. The
place was the former headquarters of the Assoc-
iation of Stock Exchange Brokers,at No. 6 rue
Ménars,very near the Stock Exchange itself, The
French philatelic world was greatly astonished
at the wide popular success of the show, In
those days there was just as little of publie

interest in stamp shows in France, as 1n other
places.
‘the show was announced to the public by

official government white posters,signed by the
Minister of Public Works and the Under-Secretary

for Posts and Telegraphs. 0f course, it found
a place on every official government billboard
throughout Paris and the suburbs. So this show
had the stamp of official government support,

as well as an exposition hall in the very center
of the financial district. The public thronged
to see it.

This exposition was doubly
character. Only stamps of France were shown;
and these were drawn almost entirely from one
private collection -- a large one, to be sure-
of Mr. de 1'Argentiére, a member of the Stock
Exchange. le personally secured some additional
great rarities from two eminent collectors: the
Count du Durieu amd Mr. Kastler. The show
pieces were placed under glass in large frames
which crossed and recrossed the large exhibit-
ion room with something like 175 square yards
of floor space,

The postal administration furnished uniformed
employyes as guards, and further placed a table
in the vestibule,to serve as a temporary post
office,where mail could be stamped with the
special Exposition postmark. This was the
primitive ancestor of the elaborate special post
offices installed in the various modern Cent-
enary Expositions., The catalog took 30 pages to
describe the singles,pairs and blocks, whi ch
even then were recognized as outstanding.

The decision to arrange this Exposition came
about by the merest chance. Mr. de 1l'Argentiére
and the famous Premier,Georges Clemenceau, happ-
ened to he guests in the same hunting party.The
"Tiger" was not philateliet,but did have a very
open mind for anything curious which would hold
the attention of a man like Mr.de l'aArgentiére,
So he asked about the collection, which he had
heard was a very extensive one, and said that he
would like to see it. Mr.de 1'sargentiérereplied
-~-and quite rightly-~ that a stamp collection as
large as his,even though marvelously set up and

original in its
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classified, could not be seen and apnreciatedin

a short visit. Rather, he continued,selections

from the albums should be set up as an exhibit.

i: {act,for a long time he had wanted to do just
at,

Thinking of the exhibition rooms which were
at his disposal, he said he himself would glad-
ly finance such a show,if he could secure some
official government supoort for the venture.

Clemenceau promised he would get it for him;
and what's more,the great political leader kept
his word. Thus was added to the many titles for
glory of the "Tiger," that of being a powerful
promoter of philately.

It is interesting to resall that after the
death of Mr.de l'Argentiére, this very same
collection was sent to the United States, for

sale at auction by the late Dr.J.C. Morgenthau,
There were three sales in the fall of 1922, Mr.
Weare has a priced catalog of the third sale,in
which were the used stamps of France along with
world-wide used blocks of four,

- -

)
Unusual New Caledonia Item,

Mr, Edmond Queyroy has shown your editor one
item of New Caledonia 1884 issue which we think
may be "only copy known." It is the
56 on 40c, Scott No, 6, but whioch has

the sg§ohg§go double. The two strikes
o clear, but one is definitely

2
=

C
are
much feinter than the other, The less 25
strong strike is so badly placed that

lower half is at top of stemp -- the
other strike normally centered. This copy has
correct cancellation, ete, but is cut rather on

the olose side all around, Surchérge is Type b
of Scott, the one with bars close and N ¢ E
near 5 but widely spaced within its line, This

item was sold to one of our Group members,whose
collection may be expected to show it in publiec
et next winter's stemp shows. (He @sks that we
withhold his neme for the presentl,

® gon @
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For Your Attention, "Mr, Scott."
You Don't List This Error.

From the list of offers of March 1950, whieh
My, L.Miro of Paris has sent out, we show the
Cameroun 1935 error-- 2 franes in the color of
the 5 franes , in the center of & sheet corner
block of 9. The rest of the stamps 8re the 5f
velue. Color: brown and black,bluish paper.

Yvert lists this as No.l29c.

Here is a veriety exactly on a par with the
much-prized U,S, S5c¢c Red Error of the 1914 perind
which Scott has lgng listed,

"Mr, Scott] don t miss the New Caledonia item
Just above, either,

Book Reviews

Fournier's 1914 Price List of Philatelie
Forgeries " Facsimiles of Obsolete Postage
Stamps"), Photo-offset ex@ct reproduction,l949,
72 pp., H. Garratt-Adams & Co, Elmdon,Englend.
With instroduction by Lowell Ragatz. U.S.orders
via Janet ven den Berg,Worthington, Ohio.$l.60,
post free.

As a guide to what stamps the late, but not
lamented,Fournier hed imitated up to 1914, this
prerint of his 1914 list is of use to us and @
valuable aid.However, this purveyor of "artistic
imitetions to the detriment of collectors 'funds"
edded several later Jjob in quantity, notably
all value of the Group Type of all the colonies,
The list may tms fail of full service if used
uneritically,or as sll-sufficient.

The "blurb” peges and multilingual notices
are interesting reflections of stamp conditions
in this period. Perhaps they have most interest
of anything in the book.

Lowell Ragatz condtributes an interesting and
wholly sdequate history of Fournier and what he
did.

Some purchesers expected that the repriat of
the 1914 price list would include materiasl that
might help them in recognizing Fournier items.
Unfortunately, it includes nothking of the sort.

French Philatelic Facts, February 1950. 24
pp. Montclair, N.J., Brainerd Kremer.

This is the first section of Vol., 2 of this
comprehensive handbook on France's stamps. The
stendard of the preceding sections is kept up,
and in fact bettered. Evalustion is definitely
improved; untranslated French words have become
far less frequent.

A chapter covers the 1849-52 issues ably,
with relative values for cancellations, colors,
covers, eto, The information is embodies in L
set of tableswhich represent not only 8 survey
of the actual market, but are drawn up for ease
of reading. Wé& wonder how @ busy dealer can get
time to do this draftsmenship, which is clearly
Mr. Kremer's own work.

The rest of the number contains the first of
the Empire issues: general discussion of their
features, rates, ete, and treatment of the 1lo
and 56 of 1852,

As in previous sections, all the works which
are authorittative are drawn on, and what they
stete is coordinated and evaluated properly. No
collector need any longer be stymied for lack
of access to books or inability to read Frenech,
as far as this handbook now reaches, Much of
whet is in this section has never before been
available in our language.

(Both reviews by S.G.R.)

KOBE AND
MARSEILLES
SEAPOST

By dillerd P. Spyder

The Messageries Maritimes maintains regular
mail service to the Far Last. Ships sail out bf
Margeilles every fourteen days and all are equip-
ed with Seapost faocilities.

The present terminus of the routeis Kobe, Ja-
pan, Originally this line was known as Marseillss
to Yokohama, later changed to Marseilles - Shang-
hai. The extention %0 Kobe todk place late last
year,

All postmarks are of the regular French type
as illuetrated, The numbers in the lower portion
of the cancellation designate the seapost offioe
This does not mean however that the same ship re-
taine the same number, This varies according to
whether or not the olerk is changed, in which
event he takes his cancellor and equipment with
him to the next boat,

From "Fostal Markings® magasine, 1935
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The recent Alguiisn The 1949
Air semi-postal and Racine stamp
regular Air Mail. of France

THE NEW SERVICE

(We continue this name aithough this service
has been running for over three years)

Want and exchange notices only;members only;
one or two insertions only;no charge. Those who
reply will please offer only what is asked.

of the France and Colonies

Photostat co
PhiTatelist No. * will complete your file.$l.25
post free;cash with order only;and it tekes ten

deys., Frank L, Browne,2235 Lake Ave.,Baltimore
13, Md. (Member 326)

Wented: a well centered used copy of the
folTowing stamps of French Oceania, to complete
the used single stamps in my collection: No.18,
64,74,75,120., Dr. H,M, Barnhart, 2185 Hunting-
ton Drive,Sen Marino 9,Calif.(Member 392)

Catalog wanted: to buy: Yvert & Tellier 's
sPéaiiiizfﬁ"UEEEIog,1939, Vol.2 only, ( French
Colonies,Protectorates,etc.) Leon Arnal ,
4301 Linden Hills Blvd.,Minneap®lis 10, Minn.
(Member 23)

For cash or exchange, wanted: French Col-
onies,ceneral issues onIy,in very fine u s ed
condition for shades and cancellations; also
earlier French precencels and colored or news-
print cancellations on 19th Century France.Carl
Stephenson,Boardman Hall,Ithaca,N.Y.,(Member 45)

Postal Stationery wanted-- France & Colonies
mint, cxcept Navigation and Commerce ("Groupe™)
type; entires only, Also commemorative post
cards of France,mint or first day cancelled.Semd
on approvel. P,W, Anthony,60 Merbrook Rd;, Merion
Station, Penna, (Member 279)

Formula card (early postal card of France,
with adhesive stamp) wanted, but only with the
200 brown Type Sage on it for foreign rate--not
20c made up of several stamps, Send on a pro,
with price. S.G. Rich,Verona,N,J,(Member 2?

SECRETARY 'S REPORT
March 1 through 31
1950

NEW MEMBERS: Welcome ==
400 Brucknmer,Alfred,1910 South Hemlin Avenue

Chicago 23,I11,(Alr Mail;imperrorctes’
(Omitted from report in No.48)
Wauters,Pierre,13 Plece Saint-Marc, Rouen,
(Seine-Inferieure) ,France.(France and
Hungery,mint only).
(Omitted from report in No, 48)
Gantner,Aug.,13? Turnpike,South River,N,J,
(No specialty stated)
(Roster number given as 414 in No,.48)
Miller,A. Robert,10449 Holmen Ave,, Los
Angeles 24,Calif. (France)
Alder,Bradbury C.,444 Heath Pl.,Hackensad,
N.J. (Frence)
Baldy,Mrs. Florence E,.713 North Walsh St,,
Carson City,Nevede (No specialty statel
Chadbourne,E.L,,30 Browning Rd,,Somerville,
Mass. (No specialty stated)

414

415

481
422
423
424

425 De Putron,John C,,411 South 13th St,,
Lineoln, Nebr. (Frsnce & Colonies)

426 Doiron,Miss Lucille A4.,1401 Fairmont St,.,
N.W,,Washington,D.C. (France)

427 Fuerst,Milton,Jr.,738 Royal St., New
Orleans 16,La.(France;Lain America).

428 Fuhrmenn,John B.,M.D,, 5 Main St.,
Flemington,N.J.(France 19th Century
cancellations)

429 Golden,Mexine (Mrs.Robert),655 Bittersweet

Plece,Chicago 13, Ill. (Framce
issues)

classic

APPLICATION PZNDING:
anson,Oliver G.,R.D.2,Box 194,
S. Dak.

NEW APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:
ouvier,Norbert,1626 Valle jo St.,

Francisco 23, Calif.

Flinn,Robert M.,414 South S5th St.,
querque,N, Mex.

Keating ,Matthew,453 3rd St.,Brooklyn 15,
N.Y,

Keester,Comdr.George B., 110 Duke of
Gloucester St.,Annepolis,Nd.

Kerns,Jack T,,1461 23rd St.,
Beach, Calif.

Lewis,Walter B,.,1608 South Crescent Ave,
Park Ridge, Ill.

Oakes,Frank E.,19 Green Acres, Rolls, Mo,

Yenkton ,

San
Albu-

Manhattan

RESIGNATION RECEIVED:
32 ackson,Gustave J,, Scranton, Penna,

CHANGES OF ADDRESS:

326 rown, Frank L., to
Baltimore 12, Md.

269 Hendy, Merritt F,, to 44 Highland
Malden 48, Mass,

356 Wells,D.H.,,D.0., to R,D. 2, Box 1914,
Grass Valley, Calif.

7004 Bellona Ave.,

Ave.,

PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER held a reguler meeting ,
londay,April 3, at National rhilatelic Mus-
eum, Board & Dismond Sts., thiledelpahis.lMir.

L., Juliard was guest speaker... recently come

to Philadelphia from Belgium,

LOST MEMBERS: ‘all has been returned and
not bedelivered,when addressed to:
Allen H, Seed Jr.,Minnepolis, Minn,

Dr. kdmond A. Holberg, Chicago, Ill,

The 8S8ecretary will be grateful for assistance o

any member who can help locate these,

can

DUES for the current year of 1950 are coming in

with much appreciated promptness. The kindly
notes of interest end expressions of pariase fr
our editor's efforts and those of our contrib-
utors are gratefully received. MOST of the
dues bills have beee mailed. If you haven't yet
received yours, don't wait: send along now your
dollar (for non-residents) or two dollars (for
resident memberss). Please make checks payable
to the Group and mail to Mrs, Helen A.Stringham,
34 Minerva Ave.,Manasquan,New Jersey.

HELP FOR PUZZLED ONES: The editor informs me,
as is goes to press, that the notice in No.
49 about such service has produced & number of

requests, all of which have been handled with
all possible speed and, to judge from what the
members have written, with satisfaction. When
you want information, write the editor and be
sure to enclose reply envelope with postage on
it. Keep to one specific question each time,
and it will be handled. This is & new service,
furnishing stamp information only,inclusive of

cancellation and cover informstion.



