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THE <« PONT DU GARD*> ISSUES

By Raoul Lesgor (1)

In a catalogue of the stampes of France,which I composed in 1941, I tried
to clessify the different printings of this interesting stamp. Looking back
to this listing, and in the light of information received, and published
since, I have to admit that only in its general lines was this try at clas-
sification adequate to the complexity of the subject.

Thanks to the excellent article published by lir. Henry Jervis, in® “the
"PHILATELIC MAGAZINE," Vol.49, No.3, Jan.30, 1942, it is possible +to bring
order out of chaos,

There were three printings of this stamp from 1929 to 1937; also, if one
aduits as a different type the odd size design of 1930, three types from
different plates, 3

The difficulty of clasgification, after the types are identified,resides
meinly in color and perforation varieties.

Distinguishing marks: the shading of the first con- r‘ a6 fa
plete arch from the left, in the middle tier, is com- e e
posed of horizontal lines deeply cut into the metal. ' \
(Fig.I). Scott's numbers sre used. #248: B8ize 36X20%, T“' =
perf. 14X13%, dark copper brown, Size 36X20%, perf., §\~ R
15%7(13%, dark copper brown. Size 56X20i_f;',perf.14x15‘-'1§,. Fig. 1 \\\.\ ?
orange brown - thies stamp has the exact color of +the ks

perforated 11 of 1930, but in the size and perforation typical of the 1929
issue, It is very rare.

TYPE 1.1929.Printed on thick white paper.Flat preaav

TYPE II. 193%0. Printed on thick white paper. Flat press.
#2627 Size 354X2lmm., perf. 11X1l, orange brown. This stamp ha s the
characteristics of the preceeding issue, the variance being in the size of
the printed design. The shade is always orange brown, or “chaudron elair"

as listed by Yvert-Chanmpion.

TYPE III. Printed on thin, and sometimes oily paper. Rotary press.

It is now possible to positively identify this issue, erroneously listed
in most catalogues as being issued in 1931, There were several printings
from 1931 to 1937, at which date it was withdrawn.Here are the distinguish-
ing marks: the shading of the first complete arch
from the left is made of diagonal lines having the H
general appearance of a tent. (Fig. II).

There ig a thin line connecting the right orna-
ments with inner vertical frame line at the right
of the value. (Fig. III - on next page). )

Every collector knows the variety described as E
broken frame, which is peculiar to the stamps of

(Continued on next page)




the third type.As e matter of fact, the stamps
without this break constitute
the variety,since it is a. fea-
ture of 66 out of 75 subjects
printed from the c¢ylindrical
plate of the issues 1931-1937.
In one pane of 25,the break is
absent on all the stampe of the
first row,positions 1 to 5. In
a second pane of 25,the frame
is intact on #2,3,4,5 and in
the third pane,all the stamps
feature the break. (Fig. IV).

Two constant breaks,resulting F
from a deterioration of the o-
riginal die feature most, i <
not all, the stamps of TypeIII.
They can be located at the lo-
wer left corner of the design,
as illustrated in Fig. V.

The spot of color under ‘the
vertical right line of the frame
surrounding the left numerals
of value, appears on all three
types,and is probably an engra-
ver's identifying mark.(FigWl).

#262a; TYPE III.8ize 352X21%
perf.13, copper brown. Same

Fig 3

size and perf.,orange brown &

|m
same size and perf.on oily pa-

per, orange brown. Seme size and same perf.,
dark red brown. Same size,but perf,103X1l,
i <N copper brown. This last
\Q}\ variety, bearing all the

identifying features of
Type III, but with a per-
A foration which does not
correspond with any of the
EI—I’ S c Fig. 5 others, is recorded byMr.
. Jervis, who owns a used
copy, guaranteed by a re-
sponsible London firm., I have
not seen it,and it is not to be
found in any catalogue as of
1941 .When relations with France
are resumed, more information
about thies most rare of all
Pont du Gards will beavailable.
In the meantime, I hope this
"Essay'of classification  will
help temporarily those who are fortunate to own
a lot of 20 francs. There is probably a lot
more to be found,and the members of our group
are ‘the boys to do the finding.
EDILOR'S IOTE: Due to lack of space, we regret
that we could not present the types in tabula-
ted form. Note that 3 separate stamps are men-
tioned under Type I, 1 under Type II, 5 under
Type III.
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NEW MEMBERS. 1Welcome to our new members.

111-COURT,Leon, 518 Hahn Ave., Glendale,Cal.(F.
Stempless from Napoleon I,Ballons liontés,&

- Bordeaux issues)

112-KESSLER,F.W.,500 Fifth Ave.,New York, N. Y.

113-DAYTON,lirs.James W.,Lodestone,Amherst,lass.
(F., not specified)

NEW ADDRESSES.

MARY ,George(13) 80-25 215 S8t., Hollis Hills,NY

BORIE,Renshaw(38) 115 8.Beechwood St.,Phila.Pa.

This number completes our first year. -- Ve
hope thet our "GROUP"activities and the "PHIL-
ATELIST" have been helpful. To:'continue our
vork we depend upon your good ‘will. Therefore
please note that NOW ies the time for renewal of
thne 1942-43 dues - all numbers from 1l to 104 in-
clusive, SEND DUES 1IN PROMPTLY{

e

POST CARD STAMPS of the A. E. F,
(French Equatorial Africa)
By Edmond Queyroy (3)

These little known overprinted stamps use as
the basic stamps those of the 1936-40 set. They
are made up of four values:

0.80 Brown and yellow (Emile Gentil)

1l fr Cerise and dull orange (8. de Brazza)

1 fr Blue green and slate green (E. Gentil)
1.50 Dark blue and light blue (Paul Crampel)

They were sold only already affixed +to post
cards - never loose. They can be differentia-
ted from those with the "LIBRE"overprint by the
additional overprinting of the date 24--10--40,
This second overgrint is applied directly over
the word "postes" at the bottom of +the stamp.
Both overprints are in black.

The following quantities were issued on ‘the
24th of October 1940 (the date of the overprint).

0.80 Brown 60,000 1 fr Green 40,000
1 fr Cerise 30,000 1.50 Blue 70,0C0

The different varieties of the word "LIBRE"
are identical with those of the set with only
the "LIBRE™ overprint, such as broken "R", "RE"
higher, etc.

Two post cards have been used, the one show-
ing a review of the Free French troops of the
A.E.F. by Gen.de Gaulle, the other Gen, deGaulle
greeting the inhabitants of Brazzaville from his
automobile.

The varieties in the fiﬁurea of the date eres

There are four types of "2

Common type Type A Type B Type C
There are four types of "o -
Large Medium Nerrow Tall

There are two types of "4" -

4 4 o

The variety open "4" exists only in the "40"
to the proportion of about 1%.

Closed

Common type "2"-68% Narrow "O"-70%
"oh type A - 5% Medium "O0"-15%
2" type B -25% Tall "O" -10%
"2" type C - 2% Large "O" - 5%

These are approximates derived from the examin-
ation of a large number of post cards.

5% of the overprint shows large "O" both i n
the "10" and "40", the "2" in this case  being
the commen "2", Other combinetions are large "O%
in the "10",with medium, narrow or tall "O" in
the "40" or vice versa - all combinationsof "O"
in both "10" and "40" exist.Another variety con-
sists in the '"O™ of "40" being smaller than the
"4% . another consisting in the "O" being setlow-
er than the "1",

A variety of the “1" shows a shorter "l"than
the accompanying "O"., A variety of the "4" con-
sists in the vertical bar missing.This shows up
in about 3% of the cases.

There are various types of hyphens, such as
short and long - and varying slightly in their
thickness. Combinations of both exist--the most
interesting variety is a very long hyphen ex-
tending and touching the horizontal bar of "4%,

The positions of these varieties in the typo-
graphical setting of 50 are not known, as ' the
stamps can only be sold already affixed tocard,

(I shall be glad to give further details to
interested collectors. - E.Q.)



NEW CALEDONIA AND DEPENDENCIES
By Donald D. Burgess (32)
(Continued from p. 20)

February 4, 1904, brought forth more sur-
charges, révaluations on the lower values of
the Cinquantenaire issue.Quantities authorized
were 15,000 of each, including both issues(the
deep green and the yellow green)of the 5¢.Nor-
mal position of the new figures is upright for
the 4 on 5¢ yellow green and 20 on 25c, side-
wise with base to the left on the others.

On the 5¢ dark green there are three types
of the figure 4,illus-
trated here. Types I
and II appeared in the 4‘

II1
Types of the 4 on 5¢

same typographic form
of 150 subjects while
dark green of 1904

Type III constituted a
separate form.Inasmuch
as Type III is the nor-
mal on the light green and only one sheet was
issued in this type on the dark greemn, it is
logical to assume that the small figure did not
show up against the darker background and that
this type on the dark green was in reality an
essay. The best way to distinguish between Type
I and II is to note that the crossbar of the
figure dips down at the left in Type I, while
in Type II it is straight across. Type I is
the commonest, Type II next and Type IIXI, with
only 150 issued, is really tough to find.

The "TENA RE" variety also exists in these
stamps, naturally, as in the original issue of
1903. It does not exist in Type II of the 5c¢
dark green because a Type I figure 4 occupied
position No.2 of the composition.While one copy
must have been issued in Type III,it has never
been reported as found.The 1 on 2c¢ exists with
numeral double and numeral only and the 4on 5S¢
yellow green in pair, one without surcharge.

In 1904 a new 50c Peace and Commerce type
stamp was issued, identicael in color with the
50c¢ of 1900 except that the Nlle Calédonie im-
print is in blue instead of red. Quantity is-
sued, 42,000,

The following year,1905, saw the issuing of
a new definite series for the colony. Designed
by H.Vollet and eggraved by J.Puyplat,the three
types depict the Kagu bird (found only on New
Caledonia), a rather nondescript landscape and
a boat which I would call a inter-island trad-
ing vessel but which some nautical-minded col-~
lector will probably write and tell me is some-
thing else. They were issued in sheets of 150
for the two small sizes and 75 for the franc
values, )

The 1905 issue comprised 15 denominationsi-
lc, 2¢, 4c, 5¢, 10c, 15¢, 20c, 25¢, 30¢, 40c,
50¢c, 75¢, 1 fr.,2 fr.and 5 fr, The 35c¢ was ad-
ded in 1906 and the 45¢ in 1907. The original
printing of the 5 fr.was on orange;later prin-
tings were on straw., Other shades of ink and
paper exist in various values. The only major
variety is the 2c imperforate.

In 1912 New Caledonian stamps were partici-
pants in the wholesale surcharging in Paris.
Remainders of the 1892-1904 Peace and Commerce
types were surcharged 05 or 10 in sheets of 150
in the following quantities:05 on 15¢, 65,000;
05 on 20¢, 82,000; 05 on zOc, 57,000;10 on 40c,
41,000; 10 on 50¢ (of 1904), 35,000,

Once in each sheet of the 05 surcharges, in
position 105, and twice in each sheet of 10's,
positions 81 and 121, the spacing between num-
erale is #mm. wider than in the normal, These
wide-spaced varieties exist in the following
quantities: 05 on 15c¢, 432; 05 on 20c, 546; 05
on 30c¢c, 380; 10 on 40c, 546; 10 on 50c,493,The

24

05 on 15c exists with inverted surcharge.These
stamps were issued in August.

The next issue was in 1918, 30,000 of the
15¢ of 1905 being locally surcharged 5 CENTIMES,
The surcharge varies from carmine to brown-red
and even into a brown., It exists with double
surcharge and with inverted surcharge,the lat-
ter in brown-red only.

Beginning Jeanuary 1,1922,there were a great
meny -changes of colors and surcharges for New
Caledonie as for all the French colonies, lMost
of these were necessary because of the changes
of rate due to inflation. New denominations
were made available by surcharging untila def-
inite stamp could be issued,colors were changed
to conform with Universal Postal Union regula-
tions and obsolete values were surcharged t o
use up remainders.

Changes of colors of the 5c¢, 10c¢c, 25c,
and 50c¢ were issued on January 1, 1922,

In December, 1922, the 15c of 1905 weas sur-
charged 0,05 in Paris in sheets of 150. It ex-
ists with double surcharge.

March, 1924, was the date of issue of the
next provisional, the 60 on 75c specially prin-
ted in green. Burcharged in Paris in sheets of
150.

In June of the same year the 2 fr.and 5 fr.
of 1905 were surcharged 25c¢, 5,500 of the5 fr.
being on orange paper. SBurcharging was done in
Paris in sheets of 75. These exist with double
surcharge and with triple surcharge.

There were three surcharges issued on Febru-
ary 1, 192531 25c on 15¢; 65 on 45c and 85 on
45¢.,The first of these exists with double sur-
charge and with double one inverted.

Five color changes appeared in 1925,
on the following dates: 10c, liay 20; 30c¢c and
50c, December 1; 75c, June l; 1 fr.,December2l

On June 14, 1926, the 1 fr. of 1925 was re-
valued to 1.25 fr. This surcharging was done
in Paris in sheets of 75.

A special printing of the 5 frenc was sur-
charged 10F. and issued on September 6,1926.0n
April 11, 1927, a special printing of the 75c,
the 1 fr. blue of 1925 and a special printing
of the 5 fr. were surcharged 90, 1£50 and 20F.
respectively. On December 19, 1927, “he 5 fr.
in still another color was surcharged to 3 fr.
One position in the sheet of 20 fr.on 5 fr.was
without period after F,

Finel changes in the types of 1905 were is-
sued as follows: Change of color of the 75c¢ on
November 14, 1927, and & definite 65c¢ denomin-
ation on April 2, 1928,

April 30,1928,brought forth an entirely new
issue, thoroughly inartistic and horribly exe-
cuted. The first type, picturing the bay and
port of Pointe des Palétuviers * (wherever and
whatever that is), was designed and engraved
by Hourriez. The second type, showing & native
scene, and the tnird type,depicting Jean-Fran-
gois de Galaup La Pérouse end Louis Antoine de
Bougainville, were engraved by A.Delzers.These
stamps were issued in sheets of 75.

A really beautiful set was issued on April
12, 1931, in connection with the Internationsal
Colonial Exposition held in Paris.It consisted
of four denominations picturing native colonial
types and an allegory of France bringing light
to the savages and was produced by the Institut
de Gravure in sheets of 50. Respective design-
ers were J,de la éziére, ii. Cayon Rouan, Alph
Parent and Géo, Frangois.Similar sets were is-
sued for the other colonies at +the same time,
They were withdrawn from sale on June 1, 1932,

On April 5, 1932, three French aviators--de
Verneilh, Dévé end lunch (mechanic) -- "belly-
whopped" their plane at Tontouta, some 50 kmn,

*(ED1"Pelétuviers"means mangrove, unloceztable. )

30¢

issued



from Noumea, after having flown from France.
This was the first time the colony and France
had so been joined and the populace was over-
joyed.The fliers were much feted and among the
ideas for ways in which to recompense them for
the loss of the plane was the issuing of com-

memorative stamps. Accordingly 2
Governor Guyon authorized the is- %
suance of 3,000 each of the 40c  PARISNOUMEA

and 50c¢ values of 1928 overprinted 5 Avril 1092
with the picture of a plane and appropriate in-
scription. Of this quantity, 1,000 sets were
given(or sold)to the aviators,500 reserved for
the U.P.U. and officials, and the remaining
1,500 sets placed on sale lMay 17, one s8set to
each applicant. The hue and cry was terrific
that the quantity was too small and so the co-
lonial council, early in May,discussed the is-
sue, blamed the procedure and the speculation
on the Administretion(that hasa familiar ring)
and decided that the issue would be25,000 sets.
Council or no council, it stayed at %,000.From
the copies in my collection, purchased from a
thoroughly reliable London source,it is appar-
ent that the surcharge was made in two impres-
sions, one carrying only the cut of the plane
and the other the inscription. On my 40c¢ the
left landing wheel of the plane is smackin the
middle of the O of Nouméa; on the 50c it just
touches the top left of the U,

New denominations of the 1928 series ap-
peared in 1933, the 35c, 70c and 85c¢c being is-
sued on July 10 and the 1.25 fr.and 1.75 fr.on
September 25,

The first France - New Caledonia flight of
19352 was commemorated the following year, this
time to the financial advantage of the French
treasury instead of to the fliers. On December
4,193% (anniversary of what?), all values cur-
rent in New Caledonia, except the 65c¢c, were o-
verprinted with & smell plane and the inscrip-~
tion "PARIS-NOUMEA/Premiere liaison aérienne/
5 Avril 1932" and sold in sets to the unsus-
pecting public, one set to an applicant. The
original order called for a printing of 20,000
sets with all remainders unsold by December 22
to be destroyed. I have never seen final sales
figures.

A set of six stamps, artistically designed
and beautifully engraved, was issued April 15,
1937, in commemoration of the 1937 Colonial Ex-
position held in Paris. They were recess prin-
ted in sheets of 50 by the Institut de Gravure
and, as usual, were a part of an issue for all
the colonies, Quantity issued, 32,000 sets.

The 90c design of the exposition issue was
transformed into a 3 fr.denomination and issued
as a souvenir sheet on Nov.29,1937;at the same
time such sheets were issued for the other 23
colonies. ., The quantity issued (unknown to me)
was but a small part of the demamd and there
was much speculation in the issue. The sheets
were printed in panes of 16 and that of New Cal-
edonia exists with inscription inverted and
with inscription double,

The year 1938 saw only four stamps issued,a
change of color of the 1 fr. and new 55c¢ and
80c denominations on July 6 and a new 1.75 fr.
value on May 16.

French coloniel participation in the NewYork
World's Fair wes commemorated by the issue on
May 10,1939,0f two stamps each for the 24 col-
onies. The design, by Decaris, is the same for
both denominations.The stamps were recess prin-
ted in sheets of 50 by the Imstitut de Gravure.

Two changes of colors(90c and 1.25 fr.) end
a new 2,25 fr.denomination were issued Dec. 4,
1939.

One change of color and 6 new denominations

Stamps

THE following French stamps have

been issued as precancels: Mercury
30c (present retail price in France 10fr.) ;
Mercury 50c peacock blue; Petain 70c
orange, 1.20 brown, and 2f. green. These
stamps cannot be purchased at the post
offices in smaller quantities than 1,000.

* % *

For those who like to make compari-
sons, the following will be of interest:
The 50fr. green (Scott Cl4) was issued
in a quantity of 500,000 copies; the 50fr.
ultramarine (Scott C15), 210,000. Fig-
ured on the usual degree of scarcity,
therefore, giving first place to the 50fr.
green is wrong.

|, S

The new 5fr. stamp bearing the por-
trait of Petain has replaced the 5fr.
Beaume (Scott #419), which is sold out.

* % *

Figures of issue of the following
stamps are: Chabrier (issued May 18th,
1942), 1,200,000 copies; Quinzaine Im-
periale (issued May 18th, 1942), 1,200,000
copies; Monaco, Airmail set (sold out),
100,000 sets.

* o

On June 22nd, 1942 a set called “Pro-
tection de l'enfance indigene” (Protection
of natives’ children) was issiied. It com-
prises 59 stamps. At the same time a set
of 24 stamps was issued (one by Colony),
called “Quinzaine Imperiale” (Colonial
Empire Fortnight). Both sets were issued
for Airmail use only, and were sold as
an indivisible set of 83 stamps having 548
franc face value. More than 70 per cent
of the face value, notably 392{.80, were
used for charity purposes.

* % *

The sales of the “Quinzaine Imperiale”-
stamp of France, issued on June 16th,
1942, were limited up to 25 copies per
buyer, until June 22nd. After this date,
sales were supposed to be unlimited, but
it happened that al] the quantities avail-
able were sold out, because every buyer
returned several times to the line-up, as
is now customary in France.

BTN

Two triangular stamps will commemo-
rate the 50th Anniversary of the transfer
of the capital of the Somali Coast from
Obock to Djibouti. Both stamps will
serve for Airmail only and will be issued
without surtax. Their face values will
be: 1£.50 brown and 4f. blue.

* % %

Philatelic News from France
By Leen Monosson

Two new Airmail stamps were issued
for Senegal: a 50fr. and 100fr.
3 o

Every stamp of the Mercury, Ceres,
Iris, Guynemer, etc., types is expected to
be reissued without the letters RF or the
inscription Republique Francaise.

* % *%

. The first “Coat of Arms” set of France,
issued on December 15th, 1941, was with-
drawn from circulation on July 5th, 1942,
The second set, composed of twelve
stamps, bearing the coats of arms of
Chambery, La Rochelle, Poitiers, Orleans,
Grenoble, Angers, Lyon, Limoges, Le
Havre, Nantes, Nice, and St. Etienne, will
be issued soon. 1,200,000 copies.

* * *

Here is the composition of the French
Colonial set “Protection de I'Enfance In-
digene” :

(1) French Equatorial Africa, Mada-
gascar: 1.50 plus 3.50, 2f plus 6f, 3f.
plus 9f, Three stamps by Colony, each
stamp of a different design. Engraved.

(2) Ivory Coast, Dahomey, Guinea,
Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, French Su-
dan: Same denominations, but the first
two types are printed in “heliogravure,”
and the last one is engraved.

(3) Cameroons, Somalis Coast, New
Caledonia, Guadeloupe, Martinique,
French Guiana: 2 stamps by Colony (1.50
plus 3.50, 2f. plus 6f.). Heliogravure,

(4) Wallis-Futuna, Inini: 2 stamps hy
Colony (1.50 plus 3.50, 2f. plus 6f.). En-
graved. Overprinted on stamps of New
Caledonia and Guiana.

(5) Two stamps by Colony, same de-
nominations: Togo, Reunion, French
Oceania, St. Pierre-Miquelon.

(6) French India: 2 stamps, in helio-

gravure: 1 plus 3f and 4 plus 6f.
_ (7) Indochina: 3 stamps of different
designs: 15 plus 35 cents, heliogravure;
20 plus 60 cents, heliogravure; 30 plus
90 cents, engraved.

(8) Kouang-Tceou: The three Indo-
china stamps, overprinted Kouang-Tceou.

* % %

Twelve stamps (6 for postage, 6 for
Airmail) will commemorate the 3rd Cen-
tenary of Reunion.

* % %

TUNISIA, a set of Officials is ex-
pected, with the following denominations:
25¢, 50g, 1f, 150, 2f, 2,501, 5f, 10f, 20f.

were issued in 1940. New 1.40 fr., 1.60 fr.and
2.50 fr.values were issued on liarch 5 and & new

60c and a change of color of th

1l fr.appeared

on March 26, On April 15 new 3c and 45c¢ values

were issued.

Hereafter come the stamps whose authenticity

is controversial.

mistice New Caledonia chese to align
with the De Gaulle "Free French"

After the Franco-German ar-

itself
novement as

opposed to the Vichy government of France.Time
alone can tell whether the De Gaullist stemps
will become the legal issues of New Caledonia
or whether they will be relegated to the status
of revolutionary issues.

About the middle of May, 1941, all values
then current (35 of them) were locally over-
printed "France Libre" in recognition of +the
colony's political status. Later the 2c¢, 3c,ic
and 10c came through in different distinctive
shades, Date of issue and quantities I do not
know.

Very close to one year later, in May, 1942,
the Free French headquarters in London issued
a definite set of 14 values,featuring the Kagu
bird, These stamps were produced in England,
apparently by the rotogrevure process. i

(To be continued)



