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of oontents 
•• From th e oolleotion of Charles Bretagne. 

400 Sower vermil1on. Stamp issued May 25 1946. 
Full contents of booklet--double pane • 
DoublY oanoelled: -

Rubber handstamp in purple: / 
Carnets de Timbres Poste * Publicite* 
Administration de Postes & Telegraphes 

Black, metal handstamp: 
Timbres~Poste * Agenoe* 18-6 26 

000 Peaoe red. ;jtamp issued in Sept.1932. 
Full oontents of booklet--double pane. 
Canoelled: 

Wavy border metal devioe, struok in purple 
rubber handstamp ink: 

~genoe Comptable des Timbres Poste 
21 Mar 34 Paris 

Story on page 10. 
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The Sample ~dver+'isin R Bookl ets. 

France's ac1vertisinS boo klets \'!ould make an 
excellen+. s :nall collecting field by tl1emselves, 
eso"!cially if such items as a wh ole pane used 
~iih a dvprtisin p border, o n a cover, oan be got 
for one of more Of them. To understand wllfJ.t is 
th p si ~1 ific5nce of the '>8 :nple Boo k lets th at we 
picture on th e front n.age, some lcno "r~edge about 
the advertising bookl e t s in general 1S useful. 

TPe adverti sin g s r a ce was s old, not only on 
th e oane ma r gins, bu t on the covers. Hence we 
ha ve-various combinations of border and COVer 
advertising of " publicity" as it is called in 
Frenoh. In nes ot iating wi th adVertisers, or in 
getting the bills ~or spa ce ~aid, sB~~les of 
the booklets TIere evi d~ ntly nee J ed. These, if 
not. nostmarked or othr r'."lise annulled in value, 
':'Iould i nvolve Giving away of valid post age. 

The e;overnment offi cee in change, Agen Ce 
CO nlntable de s Ti mb res 2 0ste (literally Bus iness 
Office f or Jtamps ), accordingly u sed devices on 
hand f or their office pur!loses and with ':'lording 
accordin gly, on t.h e stamps in such samples. The 
resulting oanes, booklet s, or even single ones 
of the stamps f ro m them,are fairly compara~le 
to anytl, ing "!thot has been over p r in ted "Annule", 
or ·'Speoimen." "1l1ile dE'lJrived of validity for 
nostage, they hove not been merely cancelled--
they have not done post.el duty but carry th is 
soe cial invalidatin g markin g . Eo validity ,for 
or uSe for pos +. a ge is indicated by a ny of such 
can cellins devices a~~lied thus. 

ll:r. Bre tagn es two booklets vlr- ic" we, pioture 
are amon g th e few such pieces +'l-]at l,av6 become 
colle ctors' nosses s ions. Eaeh is a oomplete 
booklet of 20 stamps in triO ?a nes, ','1i+.h COver, 
usual French size of booklet. The adver t ising 
on the covers ex":ends to full paBes, an d is for 
variOUS fi r:ns o":her than those +:alcing s !)aoe on 
the 08ne margins. 
PHILATELIC TERMS ILLUSTRATED 

DIES -.l. 

From Green Isle Philately, Nov. 1954 
 
This large block of lc 
Empire Laureate, used on 
a journal by "Annulation 
Jlour les lnprimes" pre
oancelling , illustrated 
by us in NO.79, has come 
to kmerica and is now in 
the Cparles Bretagne 
oollection. 
France Wsed in th~ Ov erseas ~epertments 

'Continuing the report s which have alH~ared jn 
os.73,74,76 an d 78, by courtesy of Messrs.paul 

C. De laize an d Robert G. Stone, vrc add these neW 
items: 

~lndeloupe use: (jOint report) 
Maria~n e de Gandon 5f ligh <; green 
Cel1 mene Sf' (Type A23l o f Scott) 
Hernani l8f (Type A233 of Scott ) 
30f Centre Int. d'Etudes Ro man es Tournus 

Martini oue use (Dclaize 's report) 
Jt:a rianne de Gandon: 6f green 

10f violet 
151' red 

Caen 50f 
Bearn arms lf 
Lille air mail 100f 

l5f blue(on cover) 

Abbaye de .::iaint Wandrille 25f blUe 
Porcelaine ct Cristaux 40f(On oover) 
Liberation l5f(on cover) 

rench Guiana use nrobably (Dela ize's~) 
~:8 rianne de Gandon 10f violet 
Information and Corresoon dence wanted. 

Our new membe'r .N o. 605 ~ Mr . E.l!'.Keys, of 38 
Wai-,raroong 3t . ,Beverly Hi lls, ..iydney, N. 3. W., 
Australia, makes h i s s pecial f ield of int erest 
"anything is su ed in the Colonies sin ce 1939 and 
whioh has no t. reached the status of , listing in 
t he general oatalogs.' " TIe s pe c ial ly careS fO~ 
information on thp. "Oeuvres de Mer", of ..>t. 
Pierre Mi quelonjt.he 't ;~nte-Aide Fran9ais", of 
:ienegal; unoff i cial handstar.lped "France Libre" 
overprint items; and ~he like. 

Little or nothin g about these has a ppeared 
in th i 5 journal; cert.ainl y nothing of enough note 
to fi gure in our cumulat ive indexes. 

Me mbers int'erested are asked to ',',Ti te to I;lr . 
Keys(not to be confused '.'7ith the oth er metlber, 
E . ~ .Keys , ¥arvey , Ill.) , indicating tha t they~ 
so from th i s n ot ice, an d citing their nU :Jber as 
a Group me mber. The 10 c hi r gr e.m let t er sheet 
which can be had at any post office, is useful 
for speed,when you do not tave anything that is 
to be enclosed. This goes to Aust ralia for 10 
cehts;as against 25 cents for a r ebular air~il 
letter. ilirrna.il takes 6 uays fro m almost any U. 
S. point to Sydney, a s against 25 days or more 
for ordinary mail. 
oIan Fra;1Cisco Jou'ulq ovel "bUr.lpel, 1f can ceJJins 
on New Caleuon i a staDp s of' a roun d 1900 is kl1o\'!Il 
as a r 'esu l t of "Pac;.uebot" nailine t here v!hen a 
l e tte,r was pu t in ship 's pu rse r charg9, to be 
ou t esh ore at port of arrival. 
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Trends in French Philatelic Literature. 

By RObert G. stone 

Probably 987~ or more of the worth while 11 t
erature on French and French Colonial philately 
appears 1n the French language. Though I am all'lre 
that a considerable number of the F. & C. P. 
readers are fluent in French, it is safe to say 
that a majority of us are not in this class. 

Even fewer are those who re~ularly read or 
obtain philatelic books and magazines from 
France. It shoulil be obvious tha t the serious 
student of Franch and Colonial stamps or postal 
history .,ill be shutting himsel f out from much 
information of value, otherwise difficult to ob
tain,if he rloes not use the pertinent literatl.re 
in French. It is the same situation, for a 
Frenchman not reading English, who attellpts to 
s ,lecialize in U.S. or British stamps. 

To be sure, we are fortunate in having some 
fai rly good handbooks and articles in English, 
un certain areas 0 f' Fr'ench and French Colonial 
philatelic faets. Some 'of tre !<'rench catalogs 
can be used wit hout reading French. But one 
must not be so naive as to believe these are 
completej entirely accurate, and up-to-date on 
any phase of tre subject(--as what book eve r 
is?). They may be adel{uate for some purposes; 
but the more advanced one's interest becomes, 
the less wnrks of this tyre cam be depende:l. upon. 
Then one mus t dig into the scattered s·ources in 
French magazines, Sllecial books, brochures, and 
original official documents. 

The wr .i ter had opportunity to judge the tru.th 
of this during the last few years,while survey
ing all the information available on certain 
French and Colonial issues. Moreover, mue 11 
important material, that was not in either 
French or english handbooks and catalogs, was 
found in FI'ench philateli.c magazines. It is no 
new discovery tha t handbooks and ca talogs tend 
to lag years behind, in inr.or~orating results 
of pili la1telic research: 

In t he light of these remarks, perhaps a 
sketch of our impressions of the scope and the 
tendencies of vrench philatelic literature may 
be of interest to F.&C.P. readers. This can be 
done ~onveniently under three h~adings: 

Handbooks and Monogra ohs. 
Ca talop;s. 
Serials. 

Hut f ii' S t pel'mit. us an observation on a general 
eharacterist1c ~ French philatelic Jiterature:
it is largel y elevoted to French stamp sand 
i)Os tal history, ancl more nationsal in its em
phasis that tho se of the U.S., Great Uri tain,or 
Germany, for example. 

Handbooks and Monogl 'aphs 
The f i. .. ·st rea lly monumental work on Fre lifh 

s tamps 1\'as Marconnetis "Vignettes PostaleB de 
la France et cle ses Colonies"(2 vOls., Nancy, 
1897). The author was a provincial and a true' 
"amateur," whereas the philatelic publishing 
leadership has theretofore rested in Paris 
dealers like Maury, Muht!,and Leroy. aJ.aury had 
coll~cted vast amounts of il1fo~mation and had 
scattere,! it through his own magazine over five 
dec~dc s~ But his book, "L'Histoire des Ti~bres 
i'uste F"'an~aislf did not appear until 1907. It 
is indicative of the greatness of these two 
classics that they are still much referred to 
by students for (If' tails no t found in any other 
works. Yet hog different the two are--o~e do.s 
not really dUf)licate the other. There are also 
the older works of Georges drunel (1896) am Leroy 
(1 8 92)--a;e ll~ral ,anecdotal and his torical in 

treatment, and vel'y elementary in technical mat
ters. There have been no more such single bod<s 
"of the gI'and scope" except for a ra ther super-
ficial one by Demoulinl"Les Timbres- poste 
Fran~llis"(l933). Th .. "revised"edition or Maury 
i~sued in 1949 omits a lot of the old edition, 
but adils hardly any new material,while most of 
Maury's errors stand without being corrected. 

Specialization in research on French stamps 
has developed so rapidly from the basis of 
~ fa'rconnet and Maury, that in recent decades 
rl"actically all the handbooks ha\'e been restric
ted to special phases of the field. These 
specialized books are numerous and many of them 
rank \l'ith the best works of thi s class in any 
country. To be noted first are the works,rath
er fell' in number, 'trhich attempt to treat com
prehensively all French st~ps fo a given Inrge 
period ~f years. For this purpose,it is usual 
to consider such periods as 1849-71),187ti-1900 , 
and 1900 to date. 

On the 1849-76 perioll there is the very or
iginal though uneven work of Serrane, "Catalogue 
des Timbres Fran~ais 1848-70"(1929). Brunel's 
"Les €ruissio m des Timbres ,'oste Franc;ais de 1849 
~ 1900"(1928) is in the vain of his old book nf 
1896,literary ancl popular. Nor is V. Robert's 
"Les Timbres cle France 1849-72" of much con-
sequence, More .recently. Volume VI-I of G. 
Bertrand s "M~morial Philatelique" dpals with 
this periodlit is just a compilation, not tho-
rough but grar.efully written and nicely 
illustrated. Bertrand's Volume VI-2 on the 
1676-1900 period is much better: in fact,useful 
even to an "expert." For the 20th Century as a 
unit,which is more ropular with collectors, there 
are only more speCialized works, such as Haron 
de Vinck de \';innezeele j s "Les Type's de Timbres 
de France 1900-1938" and his "L'Impression de 
Timbres Fran~ais par les Rotatives." 

Since 1920, original tr " atises on particular 
stamps or issues, on rostal markings, and on 
special aS i1ects of postal history. <d.Rm" !'lanu
facture, etc., form the greater part of the 
French l)hilatelic books other than catalogues. 
In this period there has been a steady trend in 
French philately toward the study of postal 
marklngs,ol'iginally starteo by Maury with his 
famous catalog of 1898(revbed 1899, supplemented 
1905,and revised 1929 as the If Catalogue des 
Estampilles. It) And sillce the last war it seems 
to be the predominant field of interest among 
the seriolls collectors and students in France. 
The 19th Century stamps themselves hold less 
and less interest as it becomes more difficult 
to discover new facts about them. Only the stlJd,¥ 
of plate fl ·aws and rea> nstrlllctions, for the 
"blues" ( ZOc Empire,25c Ceres 1872-76) is pop
ular in this group. However, the highly special-
izeil study of 20th Century issues proceeds 
apace. Pure postal history is also attracting 
scholarly attention. 

These tendencies are naturally reflected in 
the book lists. On the other hand, more com-
rilations of condensed infol'mation on the 
stamps are being relegated more and more to the 
"documentary catalogs", which the French have 
brought to an aovanced art,instead of to the 
tradi tional handbooks and monographs. 

We will now 1 is t s orne of the s[lecialized 
books which we believe are worth noting: 



On STAl..es (France}:--
P.Uillemann: "D~scription Generale des 

Timbres Poste de 1 'Emission 
Bordeaux (1929) 

12 

F.DO~: "Les ChiCfres Taxes ' de France (1929) 
G.Uumont et It.Junet: -20 Centimes Empire 

Laur6 (no date) 
Baron de Vinck de Winnezeele:"Les Coins 

DRt~s des Timbres Fran9ais." 2 vols, 
(l !l33, 19:.14) 

(Same)---"Les Impressions des Timbres 
Fraft~ais par Rota t1 ves" (1950) 

(Same)---"Les ,Millisemes des Timbres de 
France 1900- II (1933) 

A.5uarnet,: Toute la Gamme des Varietes des 
Bleus de France. II (1947) 

(Same)---"Les Dleus de France" (1950) 
F. S~rrane: "La Iteconstruction des Planches 

de l'Emission Uordeaux" (1926) 
(Same)---IILes Timbres Bordeaux" (1935) 
(Same)---"Les Timbres Taxe Carrtis de 

France." (date not at hanll) 
E.BIQnc: "Les Bleus de France." (1951) 
(Same)---"Les Anciens Timbres de France et 

Leurs Obliterations." (1946) 
P.Germain: "Le C'r~s de ' 1871 au Type I" 

(2 vols.,1953) 
II.Lorne: "Monographie de 1 '~mission de 

Bordeaux" (1951) 
P.Bouvet: "Le 5 Centimes de l'E.pire"(19~1) 
G.Bertrand: "Memorial ~hilatelique Vol. 

VI -3,La France-- '£uxes, T6lf~gra phes, 
Etc. II (DII te no tat hand) , 

L.Barrier: "Essa! sur les semeuses" (1950) 
Lde St.Brice: "Etwle sur les Vieux Timbres 

de' France" (l94b) 
F.Noel: "Les Timbres-Journaux de France et 

lelr s Obli teJ'a tions 1850-1908 (1952) 

On POSTAL MAilKINGS (France--general discussiol'B 
with or without catalog):--

F.Doi: ~~es Estampilles Postales Fran9aUes" 
'(1900) , 

L.Fran90is: "Les Cachets et Obliterations 
de la Poste aux Armees 1849-70(1929) 

S.Strowski: "Les Estampilles ~ostales de la 
Grande Guerre" (1925) 

(Same)---"Les Estampliies Postales Fran9-
aises au XX Siecle" (1933) 

~.Tournier et s.Strowski: "Les Obli~rntions 
Uechaniques Fran9aises"(1927 and 
supplement, 1928) 

Ph.F.de l<'rank: "Les Warques ~ostales de la 
Grande Arm'e par son lI1stoire"(1948) 

M.Langlois et G. Gilbert: "Catalogue des 
Estampil1 es et Aidrllues Postales d' 
Alsace et de Lorraine 1848-1870" 
(1937) , 

W.Langlois et L.F~an90is: "Les o~iteratiols 
des Bureaux Fran9ais i l'Etranger" 
(1924) / 

M.Langlo is et E. Veneziani: "Nomenc 1 ature 
Gen6rale de. Bureaux de Poste 
Fran9ais --1849-76" (1926) 

Maury _R~naul t,Devoi tine, et a1.: "Catalogue 
rles Estampilles et Oblit6rations 
Postales de France" (1929) 

V.Bourselet,Mar6chal,Fran90is et Gllbert: 
Les Paquebots Fran9ais et leurs 
Cachets" (1936) 

J.LePileur: "Les Marques Aeropostales de 
France et colonies" (193u j sUPlllelJlent 
1939) 

R.J. Beaudoin et G.Pierre:"Les Oblit6ratUns 
de Fortune et Affranchisements 
Exceptionnels de la Guerre 1939-40" 
(1946) 

M.Aurand: "Contributions a l'Etude des 
Obliterations d~ Pa~i8 sur les I1mbres 
AU Type Sage" (1953) 

On POSTAL HISTOHY (France):--
L.Dubus: "Les Acheminees ou Forwarded 

Fran9ai s (1944) 
E. Vaille: "Histoire G'n~ra1e des Postes 

Francaises". (6 vols.so far_l~47 on) 
(Same)---"Le Cabinet Noir" (1950) 
(Same)---"Histoire des Postes Jusqu'~ la 

, R6volution" (1947) 
(Same)---"Histoire des Postes Depuis la 

Revolution" (1946) 
P.MRincent: "G6n~se de la ~oste A'riennedu 

Si~ge de Paris" (1951) 
(Same) --- "Tex tes et Document s pour l' Rlstoire 

Vrai de Dallons de Siege (1952) 
J. LePileur: "Les A'rostats Poste 187-71" 

(1952) 
L.Francois: "Les Correspndanees par BWlon 

Mont6 du Siege de Paris" (1925) 
G.Brunel: "Le Poste a Paris depuis sa C~

ion jusqu'~ nos Jours" (1920) 
E.llianc: "Bibliographie l<'ran9aise des Pates 

et de la Yhilatelie" (1949) 
Soc.Phil.Havrais: "La !'oste au Havre des 

Origines a nos Jours" (19~1) 
L.Lut7: "La "lIste aux Lettres a Wetz depuis 

l'Antiquit€ jus~'a nos Jours" (1951) 
(Uany studies of a type similar to ' the 
last two ti'tles are now being published 
for the vl!rious Departments and cities.) 

Les Ponts: "Etude sur les Messageries et 
les Postes" (1950) 

L.Chamboisier: "La l'oste \ Paris pendAnt la 
Si~ge et so us la Commune 1870-71" 
(1914 ) 

A.Leralle: "Les Arm~es de la R€volution et 
leur s ~arques Postal es It (1954) 

H.True: "Poste Aerienne Francalse" (1952) 
G.Chapier et uraim: "Les 'Documents Postaux 

de la Guerre 1939-45" (1953) 
G.Tournier: "Les Postes Fran9aises en 

Italie sous la H~volution et Ie lier 
Empire 1792-1815" (1929) 

B. Laurent: "La Commune de 1871.Les Postes, 
les liall~ns,les Tel~graphes" (1934) 

On FRENCH COLONlJi:S ( .:itamps, 1larkings, Postal 
History) :--

A.Brun: "Les Timbres de Tunisie" (1933: 
C. Exe1mans et O.de 1'omyers: "Maroc, 1'01:>18> 

Fran9aises" (1948) 
G.To'lrnier: "Marques ?ost ales Militaires 

de Maroo,1907-31" (1931) , 
M.Langlois et V. Bour selet: tiLes Obli ter

ations de Bureaux de Poste des 
Colonies l!'ranpaises" (1927) 

(Same) ---tlAfrique Oocidenta1e l!'ran9aise" 
(Supnlement, 1937). 

Baron de Vinok de Winnezeele: "Co1onies 
Fran93ises et Bureaux a l' 
Btranger, Etude de Timbres 
Surchages,1852-1919 (1928) 

O.de Pomyers: "Les Timbres du Gabon 1862-
1936"(1936) 

(S8me)---~es Timbres de la Reunion 1851-
1939" (1939) , 

(3ame{--"Lel Premiere Ti mbres tie Tunisie 
(1849-88) " (1935) 

D. Ernst: "Etude sur 1e. Serie Tour Hassan 
1934~44" (1947) 

M. Jurion: "Les !'imbres de Colonies Fl'Bn9-
aises:NOve11es Hebrides" (1928) 
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The Catalogs. 

The oatalogs form perhaps the most remar~e 
group of French philatelic oontt1butions. The 
tradition for this goes baok to the 19th oe~ 
but it has flowered espeoially in the last ~ 
decades, beoause of the eoonomio pressure for 
oonciseness, at the same time giving expression 
to th e Gallio lOve of logioal and clear arrllllgt
ment. Maury early showed the way 1n regard to 
postal markings; while the YVert et Tellier's 
specialized catalog of Franoe and Colonies has 
beoome a model for a dooumented oatalog' at stamp 
issues. 

Over 50 years the"Yvert Specialized~ gradu
ally evloved into a masterpieoe of its type: 
oombining aocuracy, up-to-dateness,good ~nt 
and thoroughness, with clarity in description & 
in arrangement, great oeonomy of spaoe, and o~ 
venienoe. But,alas, it is an unique work. .. 

Yaury's style of cataloguing postal markings 
evolved int 0 a type of combined documentary-. 
descriptive \'1ork, whioh is now very IIlJI8t'Ous and 
the most characteristic of recent Frenoh phil_ 
ateli c publications. . 

The commercial prioed-catalogs of dealers, 
are likewise well developed in France. The 
''Yvert et Tellier-Champiori" catalog has long 
been a favorite among many collectors in all 
oountries,for its inclusi.eness and close -to 
-market pricing. (Realistic pricing has always 
been a feature of most French dealer catalogs, 
even the s1F:cialized ones.) Air mail catalogs 
of Champion,~ilombra and Muller,are also ' inter
nationally respected. Am1ng t.he better -known 
firm cat alog l'im1 ted in ooverage to FrEll ce an~ 
Colonies are: Yvert et Tellier, Ceres, Thiaude, 
Berok, and Gallia. 

Some of the roo!'" ·important specialized 
catalogs,mostly documentary in type, 
will now be list ed: 

A.Forbin: "Catalogue .Prix Courant des 
Timbres Fiscaux ue France et 
Oolonies 1!'rans:aises" (1937) 

:r .LePileur et al.: "Catalo gue des Ballons 
Mont~s du Si~ge de Paris 1870-
71" (1847) 

E.Locard: "Les Vieux Timbres de Franoe" 
( 194~) 

(Samel---llLes Emissions Gen6rales des 
Colonies--lJatalogue DoCumental.:Ie't 
( 1944) 

M.Benatar et L.A.Guieue: "Lqs Timbres-lbste 
de Maroo" (1930) 

C. Bopnafous: "Catalogue Sp~ci alisa des 
Timbres-Foste du Foste Locale de 
Maroc" ("1953) 

Assoc.des Coll.d ':l:ntiers Fostaux :"C~logue 
des F.ntiers de Franoe, d'Algerie, 
des Colonies Franpaises,Fays du 
Prot..et sous Mandat,Pl;',de Monaco, 
et du Terr. de la -iiarre". 6th Ed. 

~ L949) j-:iupplement (195l) . 
Edition Bohangiste Universel:" Catalogue 

apecial des Timbres ~d' Alsace
Lorraine,leurs Obliterations, 
1870-71" (1937) 

E .Barthelemy: "Catalogue, Obl1 tlrations 
Ipeciales temporaires,France et 
Colonies Fran9aises" \1946) 

Editions de Graouli: , "Catalogue des M:lrques 
et Oblit~ra,tions de la Foste 
Maritime Frem9aise 1780-1935" 
(1936) 

i.H.de Beaufond: "Catalogue des Obliterat
ions de Timbres de Franoe 1848-
1876" (1947) 

(3ame)---" Catalogqe des ~rques Postales 
et Oblit~rations des Bureaux 
.$peciB.UlE 1785_1876" (1952) 

(Same)---ItCatalogue des Marques Posta1es 
dUBs 'Noms Revolutionnaires' 
1793" (1945) 

Ch •• b der Haaaen et I.H. de Beaufond: 
"Catalogue des Marques Postales 
et d'Oblit~rations d'Algerie ' 
1830~76" (1949) 

A.Rochette:"Cata10~e des :ftoiles de B!Ir1s 
'852-76" l195Q) . 

C.Chase et E.H .de Beaufond: "Catalogue aes 
Caohets des BureaUX,Ambulants de 
Franoe de l'Or~ a 1900"(1951) 

:r.Pothion: " Catalogue . des Obliterations 
Fran9aises Gras Chiffres 1863-
1876" (1951) 

C.Chase: "Catalogue des Cachets des Courr
iers C9nvoyeurs,Boites MObiles, 
et Gares" (1954) 

P. Mainoent: " Les Urogrammes de Franoe, 
Leur Catalogue" (1947) 

(No author name): "Catalogue Iles Caohets 
Allemands d'Alsaoe_Lorraine de 
1872-1918" (1951Y 

E.Lorne: " Catalogue des Caohets de .our
eaux de Passe" (1954) 

L.:r.Moutafoff: "Msroographie de l!'rance" 
(1954 and to be oontinued) 

(No author name): "Catalogue des Oblit~r
ations d'Alsaoe-Lorraine sur 
Timbres de 1849-71" (1953) 

I.H.de Beaufond: "Catalogue de llarques 
Postales des D~partments" ---
a series of books now being iss
used,by different authors for 
eaoh Department; those for Cbrse, 
Haute-Garonne,Herault,1~che, 
Uord,'Pas-de-Calais, Var and 
Comte de llioe have already appe
ared;generally ooVer 1600's to 
1876. (1945 to date) 

H.Menard: "CatalogUe Pr,"oblit ~s:Franoe, 
Alger,Monaoo, Tunis" (1952) 

A.Lafon: UCatalogue Complet des Oblit~rat
ions Illustrees de J!' ranoe et de 
l'Union F:ran9aise 1898-1951" 
( 1952) 

The ,Serials 
The philatelio aeial(mostly periodio) pu~o

ations in ]'ranoe have not been numerous. It 
seems that sinoe the earliest days (the'1860'~ 
usually not more than two magazines at a time 
haVe been able to maintain a wide oirculation • 
Onoe it was .lliaury' s I.e Timbre Poste whioh dom
inated the field. Since before the tut-n of the 
oentury L'~cho , de 18 Timbrologie nas held the 
lead. In the last 30 rears only L'~cho has been 
a oonsistent vehiole of original end worthwhile 
artioles. The RevuePhilat~ligue FranQaisepnoe 
a fair rival, has long ago disappeared. A few 
of the many other periodioals whioh have mean
while ),ome and gone \'fere of note: tre Q.uinzaine 
Philateligue and Cahiers Phl1at~ligues, for eX
ample. At present, in addition to L'EchO, ~ 
Phllat'l1e l!'ranQaise and Le Maroophlle are pub
lished. 

The files of L'~oho Over t.he years repre
sent a storehouse of important original mater-
1al. They are a "must" for the real student of 
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Franoe and Colonies philately,beoause muoh of 
+.his are has not been smelted down into the 
handbo.oks and oatalogs -- take the lonG serial 
(1938-48) article of :Jouvet, "En Marge uu 0at .. 
alogue Frano~ et COlonies," tor ·example. 

La Philat~lie FranQaise,the organ of the 
Frenoh feueration of stamp Clubs,uevotes itselt 
to sOlio. ma terial, more often in the form~ oon_ 
cise su~aries on certain topios rather than 
original re s earoh. It is neither for the begin
ner nor the 1 i ghly advanced colleotor. but for 
the "average H colleotor who s pe cializes in 
France and Colonies. Le Karoophile is a house 
organ of E.H.de Beaufond, but aoce pts brief 
oontributionsfro m outs i ders on Frenoh postal 
markines, in aU t.. ition to his offerings or 
li terature and oOVers 0 r s t a mp s for sale'. The 
auotion house L. Miro puts out its cat alogs in 
the for!'!} of a magazin e with articles, called 
Seleotion,as d oes J ame t in hi s Sp~cialit~s. 

The Publishers and Publishing 
A word about the publishers:at present only 

three or four organ izations in France are reg
ularly publishing muoh or philatelic impor1anoo: 
the old" fir m of Yvert et Tellier in Ami ens , 
the ~d i tions de Beaurond in l'aris, the Group-
:nent Philateliqu e lfran98ise ,\ and +Je1'irms in 
~ischwiller(Bas Rhin) whioh"have supported the 
1i;changiste Universelle there 1'0 r many ye ars. 
i'eny others oooasionally publish something. The 
house o f YVert et Tellier holds an uni que 
ulace in ph ilateli c publishing i no oo mmeroial 
fir!:l i n t " r:t world btls for so long (60 years 
rylus) pu b1.ished su.ch a quantity of philatelio 
~orks o f such .consis tently high standard. It is 
hard to imagine what -l!' r en ch Philately would be 
without it. 

It i s unfortunate t hat the economiCS of pub
lishing in France have long been unfavorable 
to printing of hi gh qual1 ty tar philatelic wO rks. 
!(any valuable "!orks have appeared in rather 
flimsy form. Also the editions have .been gen_ 
erally s mall, so that they quiokly go out of 
print. ' men in print they sell 1'or very reason
able prices in Franoe,but when imported through 
book dealers and when obtained seoond-hand, the 
prices in U.S. are apt to be muoh increased. 

Interested readres are advised to subscribe 
for Le 1.iaroophile,whioh regularly lists and 
offers the '\'Iorks in print, as \"ell as the 
s eoond_hand ones. 
MEMBERS' ~PPE.ALS 

"'ant end exohange notices only imembers only i 
one e r two insertions. onlYiOo oharge. 'llhose who 
repl~ will please otter only whet is a s ked. 

'tfould likA t o get. rid of aocumulations , of 
cO nlmoii""")'renoh stamps--mostly ,sowers in quantity, 
!10t pickRu i'or cancellations" In exchange, I 
want - ~1.00 catalo g vai.ue of your duplioates for 
every $ 2.00 catalog value of my stamp s that you 
want. Jacques Musy ,P.O .Box g, Trumbull, Conn .. 
( Me illoer 16) 

Would. 1 D:: ~ to exchange ' about 2000 cl rr3 France 
& Col onies du plicutes with another re~rr:ber. Dr. 
Lev Braun,50 Central Park West,New York 23, N.Y'. 
(Membe r 581) 

For study 9lU' poses I am buying copies in bad 
cond'rUOTl of the France 5 Frs.nc~ Empire,pa.ving 
aporopriete prices. Tears, thin spots end other 
defects do no harm for this purpose bllt prices 
need fit condi tiOD whe n YOIl offer. S. G. Rich, 
Ve ron.!B, N.J., (Member 2) 
4 Editorial 
"Investment Value." 

one or two requests have come in,to coament 
on the "i!mestment value· for French and Colonies 
stamps. We are most reluctant to open up this 
topic. For one thing, the Group has, from our 
;tart, consistently tried to steer clear in all 
our doings and wri tings, of the monetary or the 
commercial sid e of French philately. 

But there is another fact. There is nothing 
new or unusual to say on the subject • . l'ihat ia 
true in other fields holds for O~. Stamps of 
wetropolitant France increase in actual market 
price faster than most of those of the Colonies 
~-even as with other countries and their colon
ial possessions. As elsewhere,there are ~ial 
exceptions to this rule. 

if you buy fine copies of items that sell at 
$1.00 and up,paying attention to condition, and 
buy over a wide range of issues, the normal 3% 
to 4~ per year increase of market value of all 
good stamps will apply in our field. What will 
fail to materialize, or be a loss, on some item 
will be offset by more than the 3% or 4% a year 
on others. We know of no reliable information, 
whether used or unused items are safer, whether 
19th or 20th Century material performs better. 
Can Anion, Identity Thia 
Cano,Uati on 

on th' saRf 50 Greep 

Ourmember,Brig.General M.C.Walter, sends in 
th1s pioture, diameter 26 Mm. ot a 3-neated and 
Wl over 4 target, on the regular 50 gr,e~ ~ype 
Sag, type 2. W, have 1t1dentitied a. German, 
and most l1kely Prussian. Can anyone help with 
more intormat1on? Suspioion is that stamp was 
Dot h1t by Frenoh oanoelling, On letter to some 
point in GermanT. 
PHILATELIC TERMS aLUSTRATED 

From Green Isle Ph1lately, Nov. 1954 



Portuguese Enolave in Frenoh Dahomey 
Vslng Frenoh Colonlal 

Stamps 

From Western Stamp Colleotor, 
Oot. 21,1952 

World's Smallest Colonial Possession 
By LT. G. J. RAYMOND, USAF 

In studying a list of Portu
guese . possessions some months 
ago, the author of this article was 
star tled to see lis ted there a pos
session never seen in previous 
lists : Fort Sao Joao Baptista de 
Ajuda. Its position was given as 
on the west coast of Africa, near 
the border of Nigeria, west of 
Lagos. A m icroscopic examina
tion of a detailed map, however, 
failed to reveal it; no encyclo
pedia mentioned it, and reference 
books ignored it completely. Aha! 
Perhaps here was a rare pgst
mark to add to the collection! 

After months of research and 
many fruitless letters, a letter 
arrived from the Ministry of 
Overseas Territories, Lisbon, Por
tugal, and at last it became clear 
why letters addressed to the 
Postmaster, Fort S. Joao Baptjsta 
De Ajuda, W!:st Africa, were re
turned by ' the Post Office end
dorsed "No Such Country," etc. 
Alas! there was no post office. 
But, shades of San Marino!-here 
surely was the smallest inhabited 
colonial possession in the world! 

Fort S. Joao I Baptista De 
Ajuda is located in the French 
colony of Dahomey, West Africa, 
and is about 18'1.0 miles fr.om the 
village of Cutenu, on 'the coast. 
The nearest town is that of 
Ouidah, through which all mail 
is sent · and received, and thus the 
fort uses the stamps of French 
West Africa. Illustrated Is a por
tion of a cover which was at last · 
received after many unsuccessful 
attempts, postmarked at the tiny 
Ouidah post office. Mail must 
pass thro\l'gh rarely, at least from 
the small Portuguese garrison of 
troops. It must be small, for 
Fort S. Joao Baptista De Ajuda, 
for all its long name, is oIlly 329 

Someth1ng on wh10h to 
feast your eyes. 1891 
50 blaok ot the looal 
pr1nt of D1ego Suarez. 

Courtesy of 
Harmer Rooke & Co. 
from a 1947 sale 
oatalog. 

feet long, 329 feet wide! Within 
an enclosing waL th~re is a gar
den and the residential home of 
the Portuguese commandant. - A 
garrison of Portuguese Colonial 
troops is quartered somewhere 
wit~in the walls, presumably in 
a WlOg of the residency. 

The Fortress of Sao J oao Bap
tista de Ajuda was built in 1680 
by Bernardin Freire de Andrade 
and J acinto de Figueiredo de 
Abreu, both governors of the 
Portuguese island of St. Tome 
(St. Thomas) in the nearby Gulf 
of Guinea. This region was first 
discovered by unidentified Por
tuguese navigators in the years 
1471-1481. 

For two centuries this fortress 
was a very important center of 
Portuguese influence in the king
dom of Dahomey. In the last 
century it became part of a Por
tuguese district, attached for ad
ministrative purposes to the 
colony of St. Tome e Principe. 
At the end of the century, in ac
co.rdance with a boundary treaty 
WIth France, Portugal withdrew 
its claim over territorial districts 
in Dahomey, retaining only the 
fortress, which is no longer con
nected in any way with St. Tome 
e Principe. Thus here remains 
what surely must be the smallest 
inhabited colonial possession in 
the world. 
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Nice Combination ~over Front 

Shown to your erlitor(who is tf''ying to get it 
from its owner)covpr front,Heims A~ril 23 lY30 
mailed with full booklet pane lOc and single 5 )c 
Joan of Arc, to llruxelles, Belgium. The panp. 
shows margin maC'king 11010 8 and the vcrticul 
heavy dash on southeast corner of margin. 
 
New Co11 ot the 

ll2. 
Ultramarine 

Mar1ann, de Gandon, 

The 
150 
ot 
this 
type 

Mr, M,Respaud, our member 1n Courb~:Vdle, has 
shown us the new endw1se ooil stamp 1n the now 
our rent type. Th1s 150, wh10h 1s somewhat ot 
• lighter shade than the usual 150 untramar1ne, 
was 1ssued 1n late 1954 or early 1955 1n ooils 
of 1000, ~hese were used 1n an exper1nental o~l 
vending maoh1ne at the G,P,O. 1n ·Par1s. 

The stanps oan be reogn1zed instantly, sinoe 
there are ditferenoes at bottom. 

The names ot Gandon end Cortot at bottom are 
eaoh imm longer than on . th'e regular stamps. But 
one does not need to meaure them, They extend 
beyond the stamp oorners just enough so. that 
th~y oan be readily not10ed. On the regular 150 
they oome even w1th the oorner., 

Beoause these are ooils made ot stamps w1th 
pertorat1ons prev10usl, Op~11ed, there are not 
the str'igh~ edges OS on Amer10an,Canad1an and 

wedish oolls. But the oopy shown us oan be 
ident1t1ed as • ooil with sureness, On both 
s1des, the perfs are ~, not torn, at ends ot 
he teeth On th1s copy, on, one s1de, cutt1ng 
as so olose that the perf, teeth are reduoed 

o almost noth1ng. 
.b with .11 pre_10us Frenoh 001ls, the out 

dges through perfa. on oppos1te s1des, are the 
identif10at10n. 

Thank you, ~. Respaud. 
Not too otten seen: 400 Empire w1th 
Suss. pr1vate pert, on oover trom 
Paris 1861, Courtesy Of M. Jamet, 
Article 1n ~cit~psft 
on ~allons Montis, 

In oonneotion with the new 1955 12 plus 5t 
stamp with the 1870 Sie~e ~alloDn shown. there 
appeared in "Stamps" of Feb. 26 1955 an article 
on Ballons Mont's,ot l1kely use and 1nterest to 
many ot us, 
5c, 
R 

Two Colors 0 f Heunion t s 5 on 30c 1885. 

The 5c 6n 3Uc 8mpire Laureate imperf., which 
Reun'ion made in 1885, is listed as :'brown" only 
in ~cott an~ Yvert. Gibbons lists it on "drab" 
and on "bistre brown" 3Uc stamps. Hut in Scott 
the basal stam~ is liste,l in hoth "gray brown" 
and "dark brown". Your e~itor recently had an 
Soi'.A. sales book, from lI'hich he plucked a copy 
in the "drab" or "gray brown" color-- the 5c on 
30c Reunion; not fa~e~; not damaged, but exact 
match for unovel' l)rinted :JOc's. 
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For Our Members Intereated 1n Se'posts 

In 1954,Mr. Robert G.Stone sent on for JOur 
edltor to see, sever.l number of "'rhe Se.ster" 
the offloial paper of the Marltlme Poatmark 
Soolety. Theae numbers oont.ln ltems of lrenoh 
.nd Frenoh Coloni.l n.ture. Memor.nd. of theae 
have been made, for use ln oonneotlon wlth any 
other informatlon on the same polnts, ror use 
In pOssible future artl01ea 1D thla fleld. 

We report that Se'poster Of Now-Deo.1946 h •• 
ID .oellent artl01e on the eleven postmarka of 
the ill-fated steamshlp ~ormandle, by G.J.~. 
Several of tho octagon maohlne marka .re shown 
by plotures. 

Partlcularlyvalu'.le are the v.rioua short 
notes,whloh deal wlth Frenoh postmarka taken 
lnoorrectly .s belng shlp marks beoause • ~ord 
or words ln them aeem to lndloate suoh orlgln. 
Thus,the reoelvlng mark at La Havre wlth re.~ 
~RJNSMr. In lt,ls a type oaae.Varlous oftioe8, 
suoh as Cherbourg,Perls,Boulogne, ha' marks 
wi th "Pequebot· or "Jfarl time" ln them. Theae 
were In use ln wh.t we might best speak of 'a 
the shlp mall seotlons of the post offloea. 

Jnother puzzler ls the postmark from Indo
Chln.,re.dlng SAIGON MlSSAGERIBS MARITIMIS. It 
ls not a shlp merk at '11. It ls the poatmark~ 
• branoh ot Salgon P.O. ln the offloe of that 
shlpplng tlrm. We teke thls from the Sa.poster, 
wlth gr.tltude and aoknOwledgements. 
In JIomorlam: Dr. Plerre Bouvet 

Dootor Pler.e Bouvet,who dled recently 1n 
P.rls,wa. one ot the gre.t modern phl1atellats, 
of Franoe and of the world. He hid been for JIIII!Ily 
years a FellOW of the Frenoh Ao.demr of Phl1.t
ley, and was one ot the members Of lta Expert 
Committee. Though. graduate ln medlolnl, he 
was a dent 1st by professlon,and by gener.l oon
sent was one of the beat ln P.rla. Hls gre.t 
speolalty was the 19th Century Colonl.l stamps 
of Franoe. Hereln he was ~ .uthorlty and hls 
oplnions were regularly .ocepted. He had unlque 
.coess to many otflolal reoords ot the Post 
Ottioe Department and ot the prlnters of Frenoh 
stamps. 

Wlth thls as a b.ckground,he wrote le.rnedly 
of the early Frenoh lssuee .nd thelr methods ot 
manufacture. A great deal ot thls materl'l had 
never been publ1shed untl1 he l'Il'ote the resul,t'1;J 
of hls researches. Hls oolleotlon of Frenoh 
Colonl.1 stamps, In plrtloular, was very rioh, 
espeoislly in unusual pieces and 1n the domaIn 
of postal merklngs. He was always happy to .id 
other colleotors,as he was not one to ho.~d 
intormation. Hls loss is a sariou. one tor 
phllately. It ls to be hopes that the doou
ment.tion he hed no+. had tlme to publlsh will 
not be loat. Perhaps the French ~c'demf wl1l 
aid 1n this work. 

C.rroll Chas, 
French Consular Cover from Cape Colony 

It looks like just a lovely 1855 cover wit h 
a block of four of the lrl white ~aper Triangle, 
Cape of Good Hope stamps. Hut it is addressed 
to the French Consul General at Capetown, from 
the Frnch Consular Agency at Port Elizabeth in 
the Cape Colony, as folded letter with the Con
sular Agenc1 printed heading on the inside. The 
letter is in French, on consular husiness. YOur 
editor owned it many years before rliscovery by 
him that it was something French. 
 
.. SECRETARY'S REP(}RT 

Feb. 15. to May 15, 1955 

NmJ Mm-t HERS WELCOME: 

605 Keys, E.F. 38 Warraroong Street. Beverly
Hl11s, Sydney. N. S. W. Australia ••• 
(France & Colonies - France Libre) •• 

606 Chender. J.L. 333 Central Park West ••••••• 
New York 25. New York. (France) ••••• 

607 Martin, William C. 87-34 115th. Street, •• 
Richmond Hill 18, New york •••••••••• 
(France & Postal History) ••••••••.•• 

608 Graham. Richard B. 259 E. Dominion Blvd ••• 
Columbus 14. Ohio ••••••.•••••..••••• 
(France Used & Postal History) •••.•• 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

61 

357 

439 

526 

538 

543 

565 

574 

575 

Stone. Robert C. to R.D.l, Box 540 •••••• 
Clinton. Maryland ••••••••••.•••.•••• 

Bretagne Charles to Pos~ Orfice Box 30 ••• 
Poughkeepsie, New york •••••••...•••• 

Kerns. Jack T. to 3504 Highland Avenue ••• 
Manhattan Beach. California ••••••••• 

Hllton. Homer Jr. to Union National Bank, 
Marquette. Michigan •••••••.••••.•••• 

Patton. Edward to Post Offlce Box 177 •••• 
Ketchikan, Alaska •••••••..••..•••••. 

McDowell. Robert E. to 2212 Fairland Ave. 
Louisvl1le 18. Kentucky •••. 0 •••• 0 ••• 

Grill, Herman to 219-82 75th. Street •••• 
Bayside 64. L.I. New york •••• ;, 0 • 00' • 

Bouray, Alan to 1237 Coolidge Avenue ••••• 
Wi chi ta 3. Kansas ••• 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 •• 0 0 0 0 • 

Herson, Julian M.D. to 540-B Aldine Ave •• 
Chicago 13, Il11noi8 ••••••.••••••.•• 

Respectfully submitted 
Charles Bretegne. Secy. 

Part of a cover from Jerusalem via 
French servlce in l876,cancelled. 
Jetf.. (Courtesy Robson Lowe) 
France Articles ln the Mercury St.mp Journal 
Beglnning in No. 32,Decembe,r 1954, and wlth 

two ~re portlons in Nos. 33 and 34, the l.tter 
just or press and competing the serlal, France 
to 1&75 is treated with lnsight 'and knowledge 
by Mr. ~dwln MUeller. The stampless perlod is 
treated; postal hlstory bulks largejpostmarklng 
la glven plenty ot dlscussion. 

This is one in e serlea on the various landS 
of Europe and their olassic issues. 

The summary O,f igfonnatlon, end the way in 
whloh matters hlt~erto lett uarelated sre hare 
brought together, make thls serl.l useful for 
almost any oOlleotor. 

'rh'e three numbers ean be h.d from the Marou1l' 
St~mp Co. 522 Fifth ~ve.,New York 36,N.Y. for 
$1'.00. An exoellent lnvestment for anyone that 
ls trylng to find his way among these lssues. 


